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By Robert J. Levy

Long before Eddie Murphy invad­
ed the tony enclaves of Beverly 
Hills, another black movie cop ven­
tured far from home to solve a 
crime: Sidney Poitier's Virgil Tibbs, 
in Norman Jewison's 1967 film "In 
the Heat of the Night.”  Though 
somewhat simplistic in its study of 
racism, the film breathes life as a 
taut, grimy murder mystery, and 
boasts sterling performances by 
Poitier and Rod Steiger.

Tibbs is a smooth, educated, 
somewhat prissy Northern city de­
tective who stumh'es onto a s le ep y  
town seething with racism only to 
find himself embroiled in an investi­
gation of the murder of a prominent 
white citizen. He also becomes in­
volved in an alternately dramatic 
and comic love-hate relationship 
with the phief of police — a good ol' 
boy played with superb, edgy inten­
sity by Steiger.

As the townsfolk increasingly 
menace this interloper, Steiger's 
prejudices give way to admiration 
for Tibbs' technical expertise and 
pluck. And Tibbs discovers that 
even a pudgy old cop like Steiger 
has some lessons to teach.

The plot becomes too neat and 
m oralistic by the time the murder is 
solved. but the dialogue crackles, 
IM h e y  Jones* funky score (with the 
VN* track sung by Ray Charles) 
bops along, and even the parade of 
redneck stereotypes is fun to 
watch.

Question: Which actor received 
an Academy Award for his perform­
ance?

M o j o y  i s e g  s b  j b o  

- s q  u o m  o i| m  ' j e O i e i s  u e M s u y

i M o u i e

N o s t a l g i a


