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Liberal leader John Turner unfolds a flag given to him by the
Quebec wing of the group fighting acid rain, during campaign vis-

Word of caution

it to Beauceville, Que., this week. Turner said Canada would be in

need of a new national emblem if another Tory government conti-
nues to carry on as it has for the past four years.

FORTUNES REVERSE

-

Maritimes looking Tory

Southam News

HALIFAX — What a difference a
few months can make.

It wasn’t that long ago that the
front pages of Atlantic Canada’s
newspapers were carrying grim
news for Brian Mulroney’s Conser-
vatives.

Consider:

BOn a visit to Moncton, N.B., an
angry mob moves in on the prime
minister and his wife in an unruly
demonstration over the closure of
the Canadian National mainte-

- nance shops. Mila Mulroney is

struck in the stomach and two pro-
testers are slightly injured.

W Nearly 300 laid-off railcar work-
ers confront the prime minister in
Halifax in an ugly protest about
the closing of the Hawker Siddeley
plant in Trenton, N.S.

It seemed the Tories had fallen
irreversibly since 1984, when only
rural Newfoundland put up even a
show of resisting the Tory blue tide
that washed away 12 Liberal seats
on the way to winning 25 of 32
Atlantic ridings.

By June 1988, the Tories were
eight points behind the Liberals in
Atlantic Canada — the Conserva-
tives had been 19 points ahead in

the 1984 election — and appeared
to be in free fall. )

Analysts were saying that except
for a handful of relatively safe
seats, the Conservatives appeared
headed for major electoral losses
in the region.

Said Agar Adamson, a political
scientist at Acadia University:
“It’s downhill all the way.”

But that’s all different today.

An Angus Reid poll released last
week put the Tories at 48 per cent
of decided voter support in the re-
gion. The Liberals had tumbled 18
points to 24 per cent, three points
behind the New Democratic Party,
which has never been a major
player in Atlantic Canada.

A combination of factors are
probably behind the rise in Tory
fortunes and the Liberal slide.

The re-election of John Buchan-
an’s Conservative government in
Nova Scotia on Sept. 6 likely had
some spinoff value for the federal

party. : .
And, says pollster Reid, Mulro-

ney’s strong standing in other
parts of the country — notably
Quebec and Ontario — has proba-
bly led to a sort of bandwagon
effect in Atlantic Canada, where
voters don’t want to be out of step

with the rest of the nation. ‘

Further, says Reid, it is likely - .
the release of a book detailing
John Turner’s troubled leadership . -
of the Liberal Party turned some _:
voters away from the Grits.

History also suggests the incum- -
bency factor may help the Tories |
in several ridings held by MPs who . -
command an ‘‘awful lot of loyalty” . .
from voters, explains Adamson. i

Still, Adamson believes the Lib-
erals can increase their represen- . -
tation from Atlantic Canada in the _ .
Nov. 21 election. He says New .
Brunswick — especially the franco- -,
phone north — is likely to play the , :
most prominent role in any Liberal
resurgence. -

In 1984, Mulroney made an his- -,
toric breakthrough in the area by . °
claiming three of four seats. But
that was before he had to face a
Liberal New Brunswick still honey- :
mooning under the spell of bilin- -
gual Premier Frank McKenna. P

Adamson cautions, however, that |
a lack of funds could derail a Lib-
eral comeback in Atlantic Canada. -,
Few candidates have been nomi- . ‘
nated in the region, a sign that the *
party has been unable to convince
high-profile members that Turner
can lead them to Ottawa.

PM again
No. 1
in Quebec

An analysis
by PETER MASER
Southam News

MONTREAL — The start of the
federal election raises only one
question in Quebec — what size the
Conservative victory?

That the Tories will capture a
majority of Quebec’s 75 seats Nov.
21 is a subject of little dispute,
even for many Liberal and New
Democrat organizers.

What is uncertain is how high the
Tories will go. Depending on the
campaign, that figure could go
quite high indeed, possibly in the
range of 60 to 65 seats.

In the 1984 election, the Tories
captured 58 ridings by capitalizing
on ‘Brian Mulroney’s popularity
and a widespread disenchantment
with the Liberals and John Turner.

If they do as well or better in
this campaign — an almost
unthinkable prospect only two
years ago — it will be for largely
the same reasons.

Mid-way through their term,
Mulroney and the Tories were reel-
ing from a series of controversies
from which it seemed they might
never recover.

Today, however, Mulroney is
once again the most popular of the
three federal leaders in Quebec
and his party, already in first
place, appears to be gaining
strength

The turnaround can be traced to
several factors, the most important
being policy, notably free trade
and the Meech Lake accord, the
cleansing of the party’s tarnished
image and the forging of links to
provincial Liberals and moderate
elements in tce Parti Quebecois.

It was this coalition that put Mul-
roney in power in 1984 and it now
seems good for at least one more
election.

Quebec Premier Robert Bouras-
sa has certainly made it clear he
would like to see the Tories return-
ed for another term. Bourassa will
not campaign for the Tories, but
has already sent strong signals to
his organization that he prefers his
old friend Brian.

In contrast, Turner is on the
wrong side of Bourassa, the wrong
side of free trade and at least
parts of his party are on the wrong
side of Meech Lake, a fact that has
not gone unnoticed in Quebec.

Once the absolute rulers of the
province, the federal Liberals were
reduced to 17 seats in.1984 and
could drop even further this time.

The only area in which they are
certain to elect MPs is Montreal,
and even there, their best chances
are in predominantly anglophone
and ethnic ridings.

Put another way, the Liberals
could be shut out of francophone
Quebec, an indication of how badly
they have fallen out of favor with
the province’s majority.

Meanwhile, the New Democrats
will be conducting their first real
campaign in the province in the
hope of electing their first Quebec

Because it is their first cam-
paign, however, they are years, if
not decades, behind the other two
parties in establishing credibility
with voters and developing a cam-
‘paign organization worthy of the

* name.

The official line from NDP head-
quarters is that the party will do
well in several ridings. That may
prove correct, but whether they
actually win any appears far less
certain.

At best, most observers feel they
could win one or two, although few
would be surprised if they won
none.

SEARS ROADHANDLER

IS ROAD HAZARD

50-38 OFF)

Total per pair.
$25-44 off each tire.

RoadHandler 45 all-season steel
belted radials with computer-aided

tread design. #22000 series.

Sears

1 Tire Size Reg.

Sale,
Each

P155/80R13
| P165/80R13
i P175/80R13
| P185/80R13
| P185/75R14

P195/75R14

P205/75R14

P205/75R15

P215/75R15

P225/75R15

P235/75R15

99.99
108.99
115.99
124.99
127.99
134.99
144.99
149.99
154.99
165.99
174.99

DieHard®...compare the power!
Shortline. 60 month warranty.
Searsreg. 84.99

LT. Heavy-duty use for light
trucks and vans. Sears reg.
99.99-109.99.. 89.99-99.99

Reg. prices stated are Sears prices.

74.99
83.99
90.99
98.99
100.99
104.99
109.99
113.99
119.99
128.99

(SCR

RoadHandler SCR all-season steel

belted radials for small cars are
sporty and agile. #25000 series.

Tire Size Each

155SR12 71.99
145SR13 63.99
155SR13 74.99
165SR13 82.99
175SR14 94.99
185SR14 102.99
165SR15 94.99
165/70SR13 78.99
175/70SR13 91.99
185/70SR13 94.99
195/70SR13 100.99
185/70SR 14 102.99
195/70SR14 103.99
205/7OSH14 104.99

54692 mile

[20,000..

DieHard

RAD FLUSH AND FILL.........

4%

For complete service, we'll
clean and flush radiator and
heating core, inspect radiator
cap, belts and hoses, pressure
test and refill cooling system
with water and anti-freeze.

71 RoadHandler LTR all season steel [
belted Ilght truck radials. Wide
aggressive tread for good grip.

#97000 ser.

B! Tire Size

Each

B8 | T195/75R14
Bl LT215/75R15
LT235/75R15

LT31x10.50R15

{ LT235/85R16
LT8.00R16.5
LT8.75R16.5
LT9.50R16.5

.“m
i

116.99
127.99
139.99
142.99
166.99
164.99
160.99

All Sears new tires have

Free Inmllatlon'
* On standard steel nms

120% OFF

RoadHandler Ice 'n Snow steel
belted radials have deep aggressive
tread with special rubber compound.
17 sizes available. Sears reg. 79.99-

118.99. Now

63.99-95.19

3 g Installed, most cars

Muzzler” muffler warranted against
rust-out, wear-out and blow-out for
as long as you own the car we install
it on. We stock many sizes to fit

most popular cars and light trucks.

Automotive services are not available in the following stores: Regina, Moose Jaw, Saskatoon. Automotive products are not available in the following stores: Moose Jaw. Only tire and batteries in Prince Albert.
Tire and battery installation services only: Prince Albert, Kelowna, Vancouver Capilano.

SATISFACTION OR
MONEY REFUNDED

SEARS

your money's worth...and more
Prices In effect through Sat. Oct. 22, 1988 while quantities last.

WE SERVICE WHAT

WE SELL COAST-TO-COAST

SEARS CARD...CANADA'S #1
DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT CARD

HOME OF KENMORE
DIEHARD, CRAFTSMAN



