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d on 't alw ays find an in dependent 
slot," said Scott, author of Bartle- 
b y , T o  C a tc h  a S p y , Antichthon 
and Hitler’s B o m b .

“ I su p p o se  you could call Ja c k  
an alternative history . . .  an 
a ttem p t to recreate history, to 
give  it substance  a n d  character.

"Basically, it’s a  work of fic­
tion."

W hat Scott d oe s is attem pt to 
get into the mind of a m ass m ur­
derer. “ I d o  believe he (Cream ) 
w as a  person with a multiple per­
sonality."

In the b oo k, the mentally un­

b a l a n c e d  C r e a m  c o n s t a n t ly  
ch ange s character —  one minute 
h e ’s G .  W entworth Bell-Sm ith, a 
C a n a d ia n  lay m issionary to L o n ­
d o n ’s "w om en of the unfortunate 
class” (prostitutes); the next, an 
Irish police detective called M a ­
lone.

H e  then reverts b a c k to his 
true identity, D r. C re a m , a  der­
a n g e d  m urderer.

T h e  b oo k kee ps jum ping be­
tween truth a n d  fiction.

J a c k , b y  C h r is  S c o t t  P u b ­
lish e d  b y  M a c m illa n  o f C a n a d a ; 
28 2 p a g e s ; $ 19 .9 5 .
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“A  warm family film that’s long on charm, 
excitement and superb 

animation...and you 
don’t have to be 
a kid to enjoy it!”

— David Kronke. DALLAS TIMES HERALD

‘The Land Before Tim e’ 
has the emotional force 

of a classic!”-  Dave Kehr. CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“‘The Land Before Tim e’ 
ought to win 

audience’s hearts!”
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NOVEL PRESUMES THE RIPPER WAS CANADIAN
b y  R O B  B U L L ,
C a n a d i a n  P r a — ____________

J a c k  the  R ip p e r m a y  h a ve  
been a  C a n a d ia n , p erh aps even 
a g radua te  of that venerable insti­
tution, M c G ill University's faculty 
of m edicine.

T h at, at least, is the theory of 
novelist C hris Scott, writer-in-resi- 
d e n c e  at M c G ill's cross-tow n ri­
va l, C o n c o rd ia  University.

J a c k  the R ip p e r, w h o  killed five 
L o n d o n  p r o s t it u t e s  b e t w e e n  
A u g u s t a n d  N o v e m b e r 1888 and 
w as never ca ptu re d , has a sp e ­
cial place in the folklore of m o d ­
ern society.

W ith  th e  c e n t e n a r y  o f his 
c rim e s s p a rk in g  n e w  in te rest. 
Ja c k  the R ipp e r has been back 
in the public e ye , the subject of a 
T V  mini-series starring Michael 
C ain e  and featured in a  num ber 
of boo ks, including Sc o tt’s en­
grossing novel sim ply titled Ja c k .

Scott b a se d  his work on the 
premise that Ja c k  the R ipp e r w as 
none other than C a n a d a 's  own 
D r. Th o m a s Neill C re a m , convict­
ed and h anged in En g la n d  in 
1891 for the poison-m urder of 
five other yo u n g  w om e n.

R e c o rd s  sh o w  that C re a m 's  
last w o rd s, as his feet fell through 
the trap d o o r of the sca ffold, 
were "I am  J a c k  . . . ”

Crim e buffs agree there were 
other suspects, including a prom ­
inent Lo n d o n  society doctor, a 
failed British solicitor w ho co m ­
mitted suicide shortly after the 
last R ippe r m urder, and Q u e e n  
Victoria’s retarded gran d so n , the 
D u ke  of C larence.

“ C re a m  w anted others to b e ­
lieve he w as the R ip p e r,"  Scott 
said in an interview. " H e  co nvinc­
e d  himself he w as the R ippe r. So  
I said, ’W h y not let him be the 
R ipper?'"

W h y not, in deed.
C re a m , w ho grew  u p  in Q u e ­

b e c  C ity and the O tta w a  Valley, 
p rac tise d m e dicine  in L o n d o n , 
O n t. H e  w as also one of the m ost 
thoroughly b a d  m en in C a n a d ia n  
history.

T h e  C a n a d ia n  E n c y c lo p e d ia , 
for e xa m ple , says C re a m  "w as 
responsible for a string of m urd­
ers in C a n a d a , the U .S . and Brit­
ain. H e  w as also a thief, arsonist, 
blackm ailer and illegal abortion­
ist."

H o w e v e r, th e re ’s o n e  m ajor 
obstacle to the theory that C re a m  
w as J a c k  the R ippe r: C re a m  w as 
s u p p o s e d  to be  in jail in Illinois 
—  for poisoning the h usba nd of 
o ne  o f his m istresses —  at the 
time of the m urders in Lo n d o n .

Scott a rgues that C re a m  m ay 
h a ve  bribed his w a y out o f prison 
to com m it the killings after his 
lum ber baron father died and left 
him a  large inheritance.

This b o o k, how ever, is not a 
w hodu nit. It starts off with a  con­
fession in a courtroom  as C rea m  
is sen tenced for the poisonings 
o f the five w om e n.

" A s  a  writer, it’s alw ays hard 
for m e  to classify m y boo ks, they


