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G retzky trade year's  biggest surprise
by Canadian Press

Wayne Gretzky and Guy Lafleur, two 
names that speak volumes for the game of 
hockey, dominated The Canadian Press 
sports poll of 1988.

Gretzky’s trade to the Los Angeles 
Kings was voted the surprise of the year 
in Canadian sports while Lafleur’s return 
to the NHL after a four-year absence was 
selected comeback of the year in the 
annual poll o f sportswriters and broadca­
sters by The Canadian Press and Broad­
cast News.

On Aug. 9 the unthinkable happened. 
The Edmonton Oilers traded Gretzky to 
the Kings.

One newspaper likened it  to Paris losing 
the Eiffel Tower or New York selling the 
Statue of Liberty..

“ I t ’s like taking all the bridges away 
and saying, ‘Edmonton, th is is what 
you’re going to look like,’”  said distraught

Edmonton Mayor Laurence Decore.
The trade caught all Canadians and the 

entire international hockey community 
with their shinpads drooping and was 
voted the overwhelming winner as sur­
prise of the year in the CP survey.

The Gretzky trade received 36 votes as 
surprise of the year, more than double the 
17 ballots naming the Ben Johnson steroid 
scandal as most surprising. Other run- 
ners-up in the surprise ballot were, with 
nine votes, figure skater Elizabeth Man­
ley’s silver-medal performance at the 
Winter Olympics and, with seven votes, 
the Grey Cup victory by the Winnipeg 
Jets.

In nine seasons as an Oiler, Gretzky had 
broken practically every scoring record.

He holds the NHL record for most goals 
(92), assists (163) and points (215) in a 
season. He is the all-time assist leader 
and by the end of this season could sur­
pass Gordie Howe’s all-time points total of 
1,850.

Last May Gretzky and the Oilers won 
their fourth Stanley Cup in five years and 
the Great One was named the Conn 
Smythe winner as the most valuable play­
er in the playoffs.

Rumors of a trade surfaced in late July 
but Canadians, despite the free-trade ne­
gotiations with the United States, were not 
inclined to believe another national treas­
ure was California-bound.

Gretzky signed a five-year contract in 
the autumn of ‘87, making him a free

agent without compensation in 1992.
“ When I agreed (last) September I fig­

ured that would be my last year,”  said 
Gretzky, 27. “ I knew I was gone.”

Gone too, but not forgotten, was the 
flashy left winger who wore No. 10.

When a balding, 37-year-old man with a 
nicotine habit scored the first New York 
Ranger power-play goal of 1988, the return 
of Guv Lafleur was official.

Lafleur retired in November 1984 after
14 seasons — including three scoring 
championships, five Stanley Cups ana 
MVP honors twice — as the tour de force 
of the Canadiens.

“ Maybe I ’m not as motivated as in my 
big years,”  a teary-eyed Lafleur said at 
the time of his retirement.

Almost four years la te r the Flower 
bloomed again.

“ I felt like an 18-year-old trying to make 
the team again,”  he said of the Rangers 
training camp. “ I ’m here to help the team 
and enjoy the game again.”

On Dec. 17 Lafleur returned to the Mont­
real Forum as a New York Ranger. Side­
lined by a broken bone in his foot, the ex- 
Canadien could only hobble to centre ice 
during a pre-game ceremony to the cheers 
of the Montreal faithful.

He donned a Rangers jersey and the 
cheering continued unabated. Guy Lafluer 
had truly returned.

Second in the comeback survey were the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders, who earned 18 
votes for making the CFL’s playoffs for 
the first time in 11 seasons. Manley, with 
seven, and the Bombers, with six votes, 
were also runners-up in the comeback vot­
ing.
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by Associated Press
Quarterback Boomer Esiason of 

the Cincinnati Bengals, the key fig­
ure in Cincinnati’s recovery from a 
four win, 11-loss record last year, 
has been named the NFL’s most 
valuable player by The Associated 
Press.

Esiason, who had the best rating 
of any NFL passer, completed 57 
per cent o f his passes and threw 
for 3,572 yards. That m ark in­
cluded 28 touchdowns with only 14 
interceptions as the Bengals took 
control of the AFC Central early.

With a 12-4 record this season, 
the Bengals captured the division 
tit le  and home fie ld advantage 
throughout the playoffs. The Ben­
gals’ firs t playoff game is Satur­
day against Seattle.

Esiason won the award in a 
close, th ree -w ay vote among 
sportswriters and broadcasters co­
vering each of the NFL’s 28 teams.

He nad 31 votes to 21 for quarter­
back Randall Cunningham of Phi- 
ladlephia and 17 for running back 
Roger Craig of San Francisco, who 
was named the league’s top offen­
sive player.

While Esiason said he thinks the 
award should go to his entire team, 
Coach Sam Wyche disagreed.

“ Boomer deserves it, every bit

of it,”  Wyche said. “ He’s had a 
tremendous supporting cast this 
year. (But) I think he’s been the 
leader of that supporting cast and 
helped make them play to their po­
tential.”

I t was also a personal comeback 
of sorts for Esiason, who was the 
focal point for a lot of fan criticism 
last year. He was the team’s out­
spoken union representative during 
the players’ strike, and took a lot 
of abuse from fans at Riverfront 
Stadium for the on-field failings 
when the strike ended.

This year, he eschewed the cred­
it.

“ I always have believed that the 
quarterback gets too much atten­
tion when we win and too much 
when we lose,”  he said.

“ There is no way in the world 
that I could have ever won this 
award without the people up front 
that block, the people that catch 
and the people that run.”

In fact, Esiason’s yardage total 
was only the second highest of his 
five-year career — he threw for 
3,959 yards and had a 58-per-cent 
completion percentage in 1986, 
when the Bengals went 10-6 but 
missed the playoffs in a tiebreak­
er.

Buddy-buddy show 
overshadows game

by Associated Press
While Buddy and Buddy’s buddy 

Mike pose as the main event in 
Chicago Saturday, there w ill also 
be a sideshow — the NFC semi-fi­
nal between the Chicago Bears and 
Philadelphia Eagles.

The game is at Soldier Field, 
which is where the Bears love to 
be during the playoffs — unless 
they’re playing Washington, to 
which they’ve lost there the last 
two years.

The Buddy-Mike hype aside, the 
game probably turns on two things 
— the Chicago offensive line con­
trolling Reggie White and the Chi­
cago defence controlling Randall 
Cunningham.

I f  White doesn’t get pressure on 
Mike Tomczak, he’ll probably do to 
the Philadelphia secondary what 
just about every other quarterback 
it ’s faced has done — pick it  apart. 
I f  the Chicago defence holds Cun­
ningham to just an average game, 
there goes the Philadelphia of­
fence.

The bottom line is this: Chicago 
is a good team; Philadelphia is a 
half-dozen stars — add Keith Jack­
son, Mike Quick and a couple of 
others to the equation — and a lot 
of “ who dats?”

Chicago also has playoff experi­
ence.

BEARS, 24-16.
Seattle (plus 6Vi) at C incin­

nati: The question here is which 
Seahawks team (and which Dave 
Krieg) shows up, which might de­
pend on the weather.

Seattle scored 85 points in its 
past two games, in which Krieg 
was 38 of 54 with four touchdown 
passes. In game No. 13, Krieg 
threw five touchdown passes ana 
the Seahawks scored 35 points. 
Two of those games were in the 
K in g d o m e , the  o th e r in  Los 
Angeles.

In between, the Seahawks got a 
total of just 67 yards and two first 
downs in the wind of New England.

Whatever, Cincinnati on Dec. 31 
is closer in climate to Foxboro, 
Mass., than Los Angeles or the 
Kingdome.

BENGALS, 38-20.
M inneso ta  (p lus  3) a t San 

Francisco: The omens look good 
for Minnesota — in Phil Simms’ 
graphic words, the 49ers finished 
the ir season “ laying down like 
dogs”  against the Rams, the team 
that Minnesota ousted nicely last 
Sunday. Moreover, the Minnesota 
secondary almost completely shut 
down Jim  Everett until it was too 
late.

Moreover, the 49ers have a cor- 
nerback problem — Don Griffin, 
out two months with a separated 
shoulder is being forced back into 
action because Eric Wright has a 
pulled hamstring.

49ERS, 21-20
Houston (plus 3 V i )  at Buffalo: 

An iffy  game.
The Bills lost three of four after 

clinching the division; the Oilers, 
notwithstanding the ir victory in 
Cleveland last week, have been

abysmal on the road and went 
downhill quickly as soon as the 
snow started coming in off Lake 
Erie.

The chances of snow in Buffalo 
at this time of year are always at 
least 50-50 and the Bills were 8-0 at 
home this year.

BILLS, 16-14.
Last week: 0-2 (spread), 1-1 

(straight up).

The Eagles v is it Chicago at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday on CKPG 
(channel 2, cable 3) and KIRO 
(cable 7). The Seahawks v is it 
C incinnati at 1 p.m. Saturday on 
CKPG, ITV  (cable 2), KING (ca­
ble 6) and W DIV (cable 22). The 
Oilers v is it Buffa lo at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday on CKPG, K ING  and 
W DIV. The V ik ings v is it San 
Francisco at 1 p.m. Sunday on 
CKPG, ITV and KIRO.

Smith scores 
early and late

E m m itt Smith scored on the 
game’s first play and then rallied 
Florida to a late score as the Ga­
tors defeated Illinois 14-10 Thurs­
day night in the U.S. college foot­
ball All American Bowl in B irm in­
gham, Ala.

Meanwhile, in Anaheim, Calif., 
Jason Caffetz kicked a 35-yard 
field goal with 2:33 to play, lifting 
Brigham Young to a 20-17 win over 
Colorado in the Freedom Bowl.

Smith, the game’s most valuable 
player, ran for 159 yards on 28 car­
ries. The sophomore’s winning two- 
yard run around right end came 
with 4:28 left.

In Anaheim, Chaffetz, who tied 
the game with a 31-yard field goal 
with 4:11 to play, connected again 
after defensive back Scott Peterson 
intercepted backup quarterback 
Darian Hagan’s pass at the Colora­
do 45 with 3:14 left.

W yom ing  p lays O k lah om a  
State in the Holiday Bowl at 9 
to n ig h t  on TSN (ca b le  16) 
(taped). Georgia plays M ichigan 
State in the Gator Bowl at 5 
p.m. Sunday on TSN. Syracuse 
plays LSU in the H a ll o f  Fame 
B ow l at 10 a.m . M onday on 
KING (cable 6). Arkanas plays 
UCLA in  the Cotton Bowl at 
10:30 a.m. Monday on K IRO  (ca­
ble 7). Clemson plays Oklahoma 
in the Citrus Bowl at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday on KOMO (cable 8). No­
tre Dame plays West V irg in ia  in 
the Fiesta Bow l at 1:30 p.m. 
M onday on K IN G . M ich ig a n  
plays USC in  the Rose Bowl at 
1:45 p.m. Monday on KOMO. M i­
ami plays Nebraska at 5 p.m. 
Monday on KING. Auburn plays 
F lorida State in  the Sugar Bowl 
at 5:30 p.m. Monday on KOMO.

M u s t - w i n  c o n t e s t  
f o r  T e a m  C a n a d a

SASKATOON (CP) -  Dave King 
sat high above the ice surface of 
Saskatchewan Place on Thursday, 
his mind and his eyes busy search­
ing for weaknesses in the Soviet 
Union’s national hockey team.

King’s Canadian team, 5-3 losers 
to Czechoslovakia in Wednesday’s 
opener of the three-country Sas­
katchewan Cup international tour­
nament, must beat the Soviets to­
night to have a chance to make 
Sunday’s final of the single round- 
robin championship.

The Soviets rallied with three 
unanswered th ird -pe riod  goals 
Thursday — the winner by Alek- 
sander Semak at 10:02 — to defeat 
Czechoslovakia 4-3. That result 
assured Czechoslovakia a berth in 
the final.

Canada must beat the Soviets, 
whom they defeated W  in a pre­
tournament game Tuesday, by at 
least two goals to reach the final. 
A Canadian win would leave all 
teams with a 1-1 record and the 
championship berths would be de­
cided by a goals ratio.

“ No ifs, ands or buts — we put 
the pressure on ourselves (by los­
ing Wednesday),”  said Canadian 
forward Mark Jooris.

“ But the feeling on the team is 
that we can do it. We played a ter­
rible game when we beat them 5-4 
and it wasn’t lucky goaltending .
. . so we’re going to play a good 
game.”

That’s the type of confidence 
King wants from his over-matched 
squad of youngsters and former 
NHLers.

“ We always knew we would have 
to beat the Soviets,”  he said. “ And 
we can. We did it in Prince Albert.

“ But the Soviets are the best 
team in the tournament, and we’ll 
have to be at our best.”  •

Goaltender Warren Skorodenski, 
expected to get the starting assign­
ment tonight, said the Canadians 
w ill have to find a way to slow 
down the pace of the Soviets.

“ I ’ll have to hold on to every­
thing, just to slow them down,”  he 
said after watching the rapid pace 
of the first period of Thursday’s 
game.

The Soviets could have put them­
selves in a better position with a 
more decisive win Thursday but 
the Czechoslovakians, knowing a 
one-goal loss assured them of a 
championship berth, hung tough.

“ I can say one thing, it w ill be 
very d ifficu lt for us to play against 
Canada,”  Soviet coach V ladim ir 
Vasiliev said after the Thursday 
win.

“ The Canadians have a psycho­
logical advantage because they 
won the first game (between the 
two teams) and we need to play 
better than tonight to win.”

Czechoslovakian coach Ivan Hlin- 
ka, a former Vancouver Canuck, 
was sm iling when asked which 
team he would like to meet in the : 
final.

“ We like  to beat the better 
team,”  he said, thinking about the 
Soviets and the Canadians going 
after each other in a must-win 
game while his team gets to rest. 
"Who is best is the other teams’ 
problems. They have to decide 
that.”

Hlinka’s squad looked to be the 
better team for two periods Thurs­
day n igh t. Goals by Ladis lav 
Kames, J ir i H linka and Kamil 
Kastak had given them a 3-1 lead 
heading into the final period.

But the youthful yet powerful So­
viets roared to life in the third pe­
riod, outshooting Czechoslovakia 
18-7 and outscoring them 3-0.

The Soviets capita lized w ith 
goals by Igor Maslennikov at 2:06 
and Sergei Svetlov at 3:47.

From then it was simply a mat­
ter of time before the Soviets took 
the lead and the only real question 
was whether the Czechoslovakians 
could hold the deficit to a single 
goal.

More than 6,000 tickets have 
been sold for tonight’s game in the 
7,742-seat Saskatchewan Place are­
na.

Team Canada plays the Soviet 
Union at 5 today on TSN (cable 
16). The championship game is 
on at noon Sunday on TSN.

N o t i c e  o f  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g

To
19891
Caa  vCv
repairs!
3 6 8 9  O p ie  C r e s .

H e y ,  g o l f  f a n s !
Professional golfer Deborah McHaffie models a swimsuit on a 
beach in Hawaii. Why, you ask? Well, it’s part of a photo 
spread shot for the February issue of Golf Magazine.

563-1181

BYRON WINS BYRON 
The first Byron Nelson golf tour­

nament was held in 1944. The win­
ner? Byron Nelson.

F L Y  T Y IN G  C O U R S E
F e b r u a r y  t h r u  M a r c h

For beginners to intermediate tyers look­
ing to learn or upgrade their skills. Local 
instructors (Roy Salter and Al Mendonca) 
will teach tying skills and educate stu­
dents how certain patterns are to be 
fished.

For c lass dates available and 
registration, please call:

L U . C - - J L -

o o o o p a x c
600 

Victoria 

SL

■  Prince

562*2222 Geor9e

A copy of the proposed By-Laws may be inspected at the office 
of the undersigned on any business day between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (except 
Statutory Holidays). At the Hearing all persons who deem their 
interest in property affected by the proposed By-Laws shall be 
afforded an opportunity to be heard on matters pertinent to the 
By-Laws. In order to be included in the Council Agenda, written 
objections or petitions, if any, should be delivered to the City 
Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday immediately 
perceding the Public Hearing.

BRUCE WILLIAMS
P I T Y  P I  P R K

CITY OF PRINCE GEORGE __________ /lY
C i t y  o f  P r i n c e  G e o r g e ^ \

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing with regard 
to the following amendments to City of Prince George Zoning 
By-Law No. 3482 will be held in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 1100 Patricia Boulevard, Prince George, B.C. on Monday, 
January 9, 1989 at 8:00 p.m.

ZONING AMENDMENT 
By-Law No. 5235 

That Lot A, District Lot 3050, Cariboo District, Plan 18149 and 
Lot 6, District Lot 3050, Cariboo District, Plan 1454, except 
Plans 20750 and 33105, be rezoned from SRS-1A (Suburban 
Residential) to URM-1A (Town Housing), to allow for construc­
tion of approximately 45 luxury town houses, or other uses pur­
suant to the URM-1A zoning classification.
APPLICATION: Camp Development Corporation 
LOCATION: Corner of Preston Road and North Nechako Road.
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