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N a t i o n a l
L e a d e r s h i p  
h o p e f u l s  
r e b u f f e d  
b y  T u rn er

by JOAN BRYDEN  
Southam  News 

ST. JOHN’S — John Turner reas­
serted his control over the Liberal 
party Monday, warning his would- 
be su ccesso rs  not to get “ too 
jumpy” about the prospect of an 
imminent leadership race.

Appearing in public for the first 
time in almost two months, the 
Liberal leader also slapped leader­
ship hopeful Paul Martin on the 
wrist, repudiating the rookie Que­
bec MP’s contention that the free- 
trade debate is over.

As he arrived here for a two-day 
national caucus retreat, a tanned 
and h e a l t h y - lo o k in g  T u rn er  
a c k n o w le d g e d  th at p o ten tia l  
leadership contenders have been 
jockeying for position while he’s 
been recovering from back surgery 
and vacationing in Jamaica. 1 
“ They’re all coming up to the 
starting line,” he told reporters. 
“ But I don’t see any timer, I don’t 
see any judge, I don’t see any fin­
ish line and I don’t see any (start­
ing) gun.”

Later, after a briefing session 
with Newfoundland Liberal Leader 
Clyde Wells, Turner reminded re­
porters that only he can start the 
race. And he advised potential 
leadership candidates not to “get 
too jumpy.”

Turner, who faces an automatic 
leadership review in October if he 
doesn’t step down beforehand, said 
he’ll announce his decision on his 
future “at a time that I believe ap­
propriate and in the best interests 
of the party and in a fashion that I 
believe to be in the best interests 
of the party.”

Despite Turner’s efforts to damp­
en speculation about his leader­
ship, the issue was on the minds of 
the 83 Liberal MPs and about 20 
senators as they arrived for the re­
treat. A number were annoyed 
with Martin for jumping the gun 
with pronouncem ents last week 
that contradict the party’s free- 
trade policy.

Martin said the free-trade debate 
is over and that the recent spate of 
corporate takeovers, mergers and 
plant closures can’t be blamed on 
the pact with the United States.

Although he refused to directly 
criticize Martin, Turner made it 
clear he speaks for the party on 
the trade issue and that Martin 
was out of line.

“ We are  aga in st the d e a l,’’ 
Turner said emphatically, adding 
it will cost “thousands of jobs” and 
has already prompted corporate 
mergers and takeovers.

Turner said the party will closely 
watch negotiations during the next 
five to seven years on the defini­
tion of allowable subsidies under 
the deal. He has repeatedly pre­
dicted that the negotiations could 
lead to the elimination of Canada’s 
social and regional development 
programs.

Martin once again stressed his 
loyalty to Turner and denied he’s 
at odds with the party’s trade poli­
cy. However, he reiterated his be­
lief that layoffs, mergers and take­
overs are not necessarily the result 
of the free-trade deal.

M an ito b a  
to open  
casino

WINNIPEG (CP) -  Canada’s 
first year-round casino, complete 
with slot machines, gaming tables 
and a dress code, will open in a 
Winnipeg hotel this October, the 
Manitoba government announced 
Monday.

R even u e from the casino — 
which the government hopes will 
earn $10 million a year — will fund 
special health projects in the prov­
ince, said Bonnie Mitchelson, min­
ister responsible for the Manitoba 
Lotteries Foundation.

Since 1984, Manitoba has run nu­
merous small, part-time casinos 
across the province to provibe, 
funds for local projects. These ca­
sinos will apparently be phased out 
and all funding they provided will 
now com e out of the larger provin­
cial lottery pie, which Mitchelson 
said has a $4-million surplus.

The new casino will operate each 
weekday evening from 6 p.m. to 2 
a.m. and from noon until 2 a.m. on 
Saturdays. It will employ about 100 
full-time staff from its location on 
the seventh floor of the Fort Garry 
Hotel, owned by Quebec hotelier 
Raymond Malenfant.

Mitchelson said the hotel’s only 
interest in the venture will be rent­
al for casino space.

Mitchelson denied the govern­
ment was seeking to make the 
province Canada’s gambling mec- 
ca.

“ It’s not going to be the Casino 
of the North,” she said, “It’s not 
going to be a Las Vegas-type casi­
no that is open 24 hours a day.”

G o l d  p r i c e

TORONTO (C P) - Gold w as 
quoted at $456 bid Cdn ($383 US) 
and $457 asked Cdn ($384 US) in 
m id-m orning trading today by 
Deak International, a major d and 
foreign exchange dealer.
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Anna-Marie has been hurt by repeated rejection 
from family members. This bright, eager, and 
healthy, 15 year old, craves adult attention and 
unconditional acceptance. She enjoys school and 
has difficulty maintaining friendships. Her extra-cur­
ricular activities include drama and jazz dancing.
This young, sensitive teen will blossom in a family 
setting where she is the only child. Anna-Marie’s 
chosen foster family will be willing to devote time 
and energy into fulfilling her unmet needs and will 
be prepared to make a long term commitment. 
Fostering Anna-Marie could be a rewarding and 
challenging experience for the appropriate family. If 
you are interested in fostering this teen, or have 
questions about the foster care program, please 
contact:

Susan Adair, Social Worker 
Ministry of Social Services 
and Housing
Child Welfare Resources Unit 
3708 West Austin Road
Prince George, B.C. M i V Foster Care
V2K 2H7 
Phone: 962-9286

You can make 
a difference.

W A R E H O U S E  FIRE IN Q U IR Y
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Principal 
empire 
'was scam'

EDMONTON (CP) — Evidence 
tends to show Principal Group 
founder Donald Cormie meant to 
defraud people with money invest­
ed in two former Principal compa­
nies, the Code investigation heard 
Monday.

“The Principal Group was not a 
business but a scheme and the ex­
isten ce  and operation  of that 
scheme led to the ultimate devas­
tation of tens of thousands of peo­
p le ,” in vestors’ law yer Robert 
White said during final arguments.

“ The primary purpose o f the 
com pany, the Principal Group 
Ltd., the evidence tends to indicate 
clearly, was to provide cash in­
come to Donald Cormie, (his sons) 
John Cormie, James Cormie and 
other members of the Cormie fam­
ily . .  . and also to provide cash in­
come to (Cormie’s partner) Ken 
Marlin,” White argued.

The crowded hearing room was 
hushed while White spoke.

He was the first lawyer to sum 
up his case for Bill Code’s investi­
gation into the collapse o f two 
Principal companies, Associated  
Investors of Canada and First In­
vestors Corp.

Evidence would suggest Cormie 
“carried on the business of FIC- 
AIC, Principal Group Ltd.,” and 
other companies under the Princi­
pal umbrella “with intent to de­
fraud,” he said.

Cormie directed the companies 
“ to be carried on in a manner 
which was oppressive and unfairly 
prejudicial to . . . the interests of 
FIC and AIC investment contract- 
holders and others,” he argued.

Code w as appointed  by the 
Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench to 
find out why Associated Investors 
and First Investors failed.

C h e m ic a l
LONGUEUIL, Que. (CP) -  A 

fire commissioner’s inquiry Mon­
day into last summer’s fire at a 
PCB warehouse in St-Basile-le- 
Grand southeast of Montreal heard 
a series of stories of ineptitude and 
neglect.

The Aug. 23 blaze caused a toxic 
cloud which forced more than 3,000 
people out of their homes.

But the last recorded inspection 
by environment officials of the 
warehouse, which was unguarded 
and unfenced, was more than a 
year earlier on May 15,1987.

And it wasn’t until June 1988, 
that warehouse owner Marc Levy 
was told to post a sign indicating 
the presence of toxic substances.

One witness told Fire Commis­
sioner Cyrille Delage that Quebec 
Environment Department inspec­
tors visited the building only twice 
in three years.

Each visit lasted just three or 
four minutes, said Robert Mar- 
couillier, one of Levy’s employees. 
The inspectors never had time to 
even count the number of barrels 
full of dangerous PCBs stored in 
the warehouse.

Polychlorinated biphenyls, or
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Massive teacher shortage predicted
TORONTO (CP) — Canada will 

need at least 30,000 new elementa­
ry and secondary teachers by the 
turn of the century, says a report 
by the Canadian Teachers Federa­
tion.

The report, a copy of which was 
obtained by The Globe and Mail, 
says the projected demand is due 
to increased enrolment and immi­
gration and the trend toward smal­
ler classes.

There now are 148,000 full-time 
elementary teachers and 106,000 
full-time secondary teachers in

Canada, the report says.
By the year 2001, the figures are 

projected to rise by a total of 
30,000 to 165,000 elementary teach­
ers and 119,000 secondary teachers, 
the report says.

But the demand will be much 
higher because the report did not 
take into account the number of 
teachers retiring — a trend expect­
ed to peak at the turn of the centu­
ry.

Stirling M cDowell, secretary  
general of the Canadian Teachers 
Federation, said if educators want

to continue to offer quality teach­
ers, they should take steps to avert 
a teacher shortage.

He said educators must work to 
“provide conditions that make it 
attractive to spend a life-long ca­
reer in teaching.”

Many tea ch ers  who earned  
teaching certificates in the last 10 
years went on to other careers, 
rather than wait for a teaching po­
sition, McDowell said.

British Columbia, Alberta, Ontar­
io and the Yukon would likely be 
the fastest and hardest hit if there

is a shortage, the report suggests.
But Lorraine Flaherty, executive 

director of the Canadian School 
Trustees Association, said the re­
port should not cause alarm.

“I haven’t heard school trustees 
talking about this as a crisis on a 
national basis.”

The report says that in the past 
decade the number of full-time ele­
mentary teachers decreased by 
4,500, and the number of full-time 
secondary school teachers de­
creased by 14,000.

Look what’s come ashore 
exclusively at Shell! A new 
wave of Sesame Street 
figurines decked out for 
a day at the beach.

Collect Big Bird, Ernie, 
Bert, The Count, Grover,

Cookie Monster, Oscar 
the Grouch and Snuffle- 
upagus. Just 99C* each 

time you fill up at Shell.
hand-painted figurine 

is safe, durable and fun. 
Start your collection today.

For further information, call the Shell 
Helps Centre toll-free at 1-800-661-1600.

G e t t y  s t a r t s  r a c e  w i t h  a p o l o g y

in s p e c tio n s  s p o ra d ic

EDMONTON (CP) -  Alberta 
Premier Don Getty, who says he 
plans to emphasize family values 
in his bid for re-election, spent the 
first day of the campaign apologiz­
ing for joking about family vio­
lence.

The ink was barely dry on the 
writ for a March 20 election when 
Getty was forced to call reporters 
back to his office Monday to clari­
fy and apologize for his remarks.

At the news conference where he 
announced the election, the Con­
servative premier pointed his fin­
ger at an Edmonton newspaper 
colum nist and said: “ I maybe 
whack my kids, beat my wife, but 
I’ve never abused a seat belt in my 
life.”

Don Wanagas of the Edmonton 
Sun had recently called Getty a 
“closet seat-belt abuser” who is 
sometimes reluctant to buckle up.

Getty later said he was joking. 
But he may have dug himself in 
deeper by adding, “Maybe I can 
balance it out by hitting a guy.”

Getty’s political opponents, fac­
ing almost certain defeat as the 28- 
day campaign began, were quick

to jump on the gaffe as a needed 
boost for their chances.

“To say the least, it’s in poor 
taste,” said NDP Leader Ray Mar­
tin. “If that’s the level of the cam­
paign, then all of a sudden my con­
fidence level has gone up a lot.”

Liberal Leader Laurence Decore 
was equally critical. “The premier 
above all should know this is one 
thing that you never joke about,” 
he said.

The election, which will cost tax­
payers $4 million, comes two years 
and 10 months after Getty won a 
comfortable majority government. 
It was called three days after he 
introduced a throne speech opening 
the spring session of the 21st legis­
lature, which will go down as the 
shortest in Alberta history.

The throne speech turned out to 
be the Tories’ election blueprint, 
with its promises of a war on 
drugs, more spending on social 
programs and battles with Ottawa 
over high interest rates, a pro­
posed federal sales tax and an 
elected Senate.

Realistically, there seems little 
chance of either opposition party

DON GETTY

pulling off an upset. Heading into 
the election the Tories had more 
money, more high-profile candi­
dates — and three times as many 
seats as the other two parties com­
bined.

Getty, a 55-year-old former quar­
terback with the Edmonton Eski­
mos, became premier in November 
1985 after succeeding Peter Lou- 
gheed as Conservative leader. He

had served eight years in Lou- 
gheed’s cabinet before leaving poli­
tics in 1979.

Getty adopted the war on drugs 
as a personal cause after his eldest 
son was arrested last summer on 
cocaine trafficking charges.

Martin, 47, low-key and earnest, 
began his campaign on the offen­
sive, calling Getty a coward for re­
fusing to debate his two opponents.

“ He may be able to run around 
the province but will not be able to 
hide,” he said.

Decore, 48, a former Edmonton 
mayor, accused Getty of manufac­
turing issues so he can avoid fac­
ing problems like the $1.4-billion 
provincial deficit and an inquiry 
into the collapse of two Principal 
Group investment companies.

The last election, May 8, 1986, 
produced the fifth consecutive Con­
servative majority. At dissolution, 
there were 60 Conservatives, 16 
New Democrats, four Liberals, two 
from the now-defunct Representa­
tive party and one vacancy.

Decore, elected party leader last 
fall, is taking his first run at a leg­
islature seat.

PCBs, were formerly used in elec­
trical transformers. The chemicals 
have been linked to cancer.

Another of Levy’s employees, 
Stephan Deslauriers, 21, said that 
although the name and phone num­
ber of the owner were on a sign at 
the St-Basile warehouse, no gov­
ernment or police official tried to 
reach Levy the night of the fire.

Levy has since left Canada and 
residents say they haven’t seen 
him since. Quebec Environment 
Department officials have said that 
because no charges have been laid 
against Levy, they cannot force 
him to return to Canada.

Deslauriers said Levy spent Aug. 
23 working with him at his oil-re­
cycling plant in St-Lazare, west of 
Montreal.

At 6 a.m. Aug. 24, Deslauriers 
said Levy phoned him and asked 
him to return to the plant. The two 
met there and started to drive to­
wards St-Basile in Levy’s jeep but 
heard on the radio that the roads 
were blocked.

At about 6:30 a.m., Deslauriers 
said Levy suggested renting a heli­
copter to fly over the scene of the 
fire.

But the nearest helicopter char­
ter office didn’t open till 8 a.m. So 
Levy made a reservation for a 9:45 
flight to Miami in an assumed  
name and Deslauriers dropped him 
off at Dorval airport.

Levy was seen days later at a 
hotel in Pompano Beach, Fla.

Bertrand Fortin, a trucker who 
worked for Levy and rented him 
an apartment, said he saw Levy 
for the last time as he left the 
apartment at about 6:30 a.m. Aug. 
24.

Asked whether he had spoken to 
Levy since then, Fortin said, “He 
called to wish me a Happy New 
Year” and apologized for the trou­
ble he had caused him.


