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F a n s  d o n ' t  

f o r g e t  

D r .  S e u s s
LA JOLLA, Calif. (AP) -  Theo­

dor Geisel, who delights children of 
all ages under the pen nam e Dr. 
Seuss, would have preferred that 
his 85th b irthday Thursday passed 
unnoticed . B ut the m ail brings 
hundreds of rem inders daily.

“ I t’s a  beating. They come in by 
the hundreds, by the thousands 
from  every  school in the country, 
or so it seem s,” he said of the 
b irthday  greetings.

“ I try  to answ er most of them. 
They’re  all special efforts. They 
usually m ake a school project out 
of it .”

G eisel, who lives in La Jolla, 
planned a quiet celebration.

Theatres
increase
admission
prices

VANCOUVER (CP) -  Famous 
P lay ers increased movie prices by 
25 cen ts Wednesday in response to 
the provincial governm ent’s new 
tax  on motion pictures shown in 
thea tres.

The governm ent has said it will 
trea t the leasing arrangem ents be­
tween th ea tres and movie distribu­
tors the sam e as the rental agree­
m ents between video stores and 
their custom ers. There will be a 
six-per-cent tax  on the lease.

S im ilar taxes a re  charged on all 
leasing  ag reem en ts in the prov­
ince, such as car, boat and a ircraft 
r e n ta ls  and com p u te r or office 
equipm ent leases.

G eorge M ah, president of the 
Motion P icture  T heatre Association 
of B ritish  Columbia, said lawyers 
have advised  the tax  m ight be 
challenged.

It is possible the theatres could 
argue they do not lease movies, 
but p ay  for “ rig h t of perfo rm ­
ance,” Mah said.

T hea tres and theatre  companies 
norm ally pay a fee for films based 
on a percentage of gross revenues 
from  the films, Mah said.

Often the fee is not completely 
calculated  until after a film ’s run. 
A m ore successful film would cost 
a th ea tre  m ore than a bad one.

F ees generally run from 30 to 50 
per cen t of the gross.

B ritish Columbians spend about 
$50 million a y ear going to movies. 
A tax  of six per cent of 50 per cent 
of th a t gross would bring the prov­
ince $1.5 million a year.

D o u g la s  Ism a n , m a n a g e r  of 
W estcoast Theatres Service Ltd., 
which obtains films for independ­
en t th e a tre s , sa id  the new tax  
could be a critical one in smyi; 
towns, already facing strong com­
petition from video rental stores.

Gillian Howard of Fam ous Play­
ers in Toronto issued a news re­
lease th at said the price increase is 
in response to the new provincial 
tax.

Howard said the new prices are 
$5.25 for single admissions Monday 
to T hursday  and $6.75 a t other 
tim es.

A L I E N T A T E D  M O V I E  D O M  'S P O W E R  B R O K E R S

P u ttn a m  h it  H o lly w o o d  h ig h s , lo w s

P iT T N A M

by INA W ARREN 
T he C an ad ian  P ress

On O scar night 1982, a professo- 
r ia l - lo o k in g  E n g lis h m a n  w as 
b ro u g h t b a c k s ta g e  by a c tre s s  
Loretta Young to face the media.

His nam e was 
D avid  P u t tn a m  
and he had just 
turned Hollywood 
upside down by 
winning the best- 
picture O scar for 
p r o d u c in g  th e  
B r i t i s h  m o v ie  
Chariots of Fire.

Y et ev en  b e ­
fore P u ttnam  set 
foot in the m edia pit that night, the 
scuttlebutt had begun.

A prom inent Los Angeles jour­
nalist announced to the internation­
al press corps that an Academy 
board m em ber told her Chariots of 
Fire had em erged the winner only 
because the vote was evenly split 
b e tw een  R ed s  an d  On Golden 
Pond.

Producer Pu ttnam  was enjoying 
his m om ent of glory, but to Hol­
lywood and its loyal media, he was 
the spoiler.

The m an they wanted to win was 
home-town boy W arren Beatty and 
when the charism atic  actor came 
b ackstage with his best-director 
Oscar for Reds, he was worshipful- 
ly trea ted  as the dethroned prince.

Five y ears la te r, B eatty’s name 
was to figure high on the short list 
of Hollywood power brokers who 
toppled P uttnam  from his plum $3- 
million-a-year job as head of Co­
lumbia P ictures. The list also in­
cluded Bill M urray, Bill Cosby, Ca­
nadian-born director Norman Jewi­
son, and top Hollywood players 
like super-agent Mike Ovitz and 
producer Ray Stark.

In 1986, Pu ttnam , then 45, had 
been brought in as head of Coca- 
Cola-owned Columbia Pictures. Be­
cause of his track  record on the 
other side of the Atlantic as the 
m averick producer of such lofty 
films as Chariots of F ire, The Mis­
sion, The Killing Fields and Local 
Hero, he was widely viewed as a 
classy if enigm atic act.

With a lot of goodwill behind 
him, P u ttnam  blew into Hollywood 
determ ined to sweep away, at least 
a t Columbia, a system  of overpaid 
stars, powerful agents, and sweet­
heart deals with producers. (Beat­

ty and Dustin Hoffman had been 
paid $5 million each for the disas­
trous Ish tar).

In other words, he was taking on 
the Hollywood System.

In little m ore than a year, he 
was canned, having alienated most 
of the industry and even some of 
his fiercest supporters.

“ In m ovie-making term s it had 
indeed been a fast fade,” observes 
Andrew Yule, the  show business 
journalist who has clocked Putt- 
nam ’s m eteoric rise and fall in the 
new book F ast Fade: David Putt­
nam, Columbia P ictures and the 
Battle for Hollywood (Dellacourt, 
$26.95).

Yule, a Scotsm an, arrived  on 
Puttnam ’s posh Coldwater Canyon 
doorstep (a previous owner was 
Greta Garbo, another famous Hol­
lywood m isfit) two days before the 
Firing, originally with the intention 
of writing the biography of a suc­
cess story.

Surprisingly, Puttnam  didn’t tell 
Yule to shove off, but let him  re­
cord every detail of the crisis-in- 
action.

Yule was later to say, “ Oh God, 
how he loves to talk .”

Puttnam ’s famous foot-in-mouth 
incidents included publicly bad- 
m outhing com edian Bill M urray 
for being “ a taker.”

During a speech to the British- 
American Chamber of Commerce, 
Puttnam  cited Robert Redford as a 
shining example of an actor who 
gave back to the comm unity in the 
form of his Sundance Institute.

Then, he apparently said, "Bill 
M urray exemplifies an actor who 
m akes m illions off m ovies, but 
gives nothing back.” *

Not only did the rem ark  infuriate 
M urray and stall the development 
of Ghostbusters II a t Columbia, it 
was viewed by Coca-Cola as an act 
of betrayal — a direct hit on a 
very profitable asset.

Just a few months into his job, 
Puttnam  chose to upbraid the Hol­
lywood community a fter a screen­
ing of his saintly movie, The Mis­
sion, the story of the battle  by Je s­
uit m issionaries to protect South 
A m erica’s Guarani Indians from 
slavers.

Peter’s 2 for 1 Pizza
Special for the 
Month of March ’89
LARGE
HAWAIIAN 2  F o r i

F o r  P i c k - U p  O r  D e l i v e r l y

C a ll 5 6 2 - 3 3 3 3

* 1 3 50

d is c o v e r .. ,
one of the most incredible 
evenings you’ll ever 
spend in a live 
theatre.

SATURDAY
S en iors
Activity
Centre

Doors Open 11 a.m. 
Early Early 

Bird 12:40 p.m. 
Reg. Games 

1 p.m.
No. #69757

lEVERYONE WELCOME
Rewritable to  Entertainment!

ClNEPLEX ODEON theatres
3 5 5  V A N C O U V E R  ST .

5 6 2 -2 9 3 5
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Life can be

■P‘ '-y , * *§* strange, dangerous,
ifi' If T, confusing,and
v a  m w n  incredib|y

m m  w m x -  ' I excitinq...
JASON R0BARDS COREY FELDMAN PIPER LAURIE , 

MEREDITH SALEN6ER m» HARRY DEAN STANTON m COREY HAIM

D R E A M
A L T n tE
D R E A M

B.C. WARNMG: Occasional coarse & sugges­
tive language.

ODEON 1
j s iw N to w H ii  w - n n

(MATURE) SHOWS: 
7:00 & 9:05 P.M.

“I am zee best part of 
zee entire movie!

I give myself a 10 + !  
lam  DELIGHTFUL!

N O W

P L A Y I N G !
WONDERFUL! PERFECT! 

C’es t MAGNIFICENT!”
- NAPOLEON BONAPARTE 

Conquering Times

“TWO THUMBS UP...gladly would I give 
greater praise would but that I possessed 

more thumbs!”
“ ...The m ost fun I’ve 

had in a theatre in 
years!”

— SOCRATES. Newsgreek

— Abe Lincoln.
Washington Free Press

“...YOU’LL LAUGH 
YOUR HEAD OFF 

...or I’LL chop it off!’
— GENGHIS KHAN 

The Marauding Daily News

“Totally HOT!!!”
— Joan of Arc.

Teen Martyr Maga/me

355 VANCOUVER ST 562 2935

BiLL&Teds | ^ f i £ £ A f ] T 3 d v e n t v r e

(S E fS S \ B.C. WARNING: Occasional coarse n o  c o u p o n s

■* la n g u a g e . A C C E PT E D

Show s 7:10 & 9:10 p.m.

T O M  H A N K

The g l % S
ODEON 3

JSS VANCOUVER S t  5AJZV3S

NO COUPONS ACCEPTED

B.C. WARNING: Some 
[ m a t u r e )  coarse, language.

Mt 1 
A  c o m e d y  a b o u t

o n e  n ice  g u y

SHOWS:
7:05 & 9:00 P.M

He went on to tell his stunned 
audience: “The reason that there 
are so many lousy movies around 
is because of the corruption of the 
role of producer. Only independent 
p roducers actually  p rep ared  to 
produce will find a welcome here 
at Columbia.”

One of the producers Puttnam  
alienated  was Jewison, who left

Columbia taking with him a prop­
erty that was eventually entitled 
Moonstruck. Made by MGM, the 
movie was a critical and box-office 
hit.

Puttnam  assured everyone that 
he had not been offered the pic­
ture. But Jewison claimed to have 
a letter of rejection with Puttnam ’s 
signature on it.

F A M O U S  P L A Y E R S

NickNolte Martin Short

THREEFUGITIVES
Distributed by BUENAVISTA (WaPICTURES DISTRIBUTION. INC

1989 Touchstone P ictu res TO U CH STO N E

PARKWOOD
1700 PATRICIA BLVD

( m a t u p Q

B.C. Warning: Occasional violence, 
EVENINGS 7 & 9 P.M. very coarse language and swearing.

Falling for a beautiful 
woman can be murder!

T O M  S E L L E C K  is

H e r
A l ib i
A Romantic Comedy
WARNER BROS PRESENTS 
A KEITH BARLSH PR0DICTI0N 
TOM SELLECK 
HER.ALIBI 
RALILNA PORIZKONA 
AXULLAM DANIELS 
JAMES F.ARENTLN0

PLAZA 4 0 0  
CINEMAS
■194GEORGE STREET
564-7011

B.C. Warning: Occasional 
EVENINGS 7:15 & 9:05 P.M. course & suggestive language.

“ IT’S THE ‘FEEL GOOD’ MOVIE 
OF THE YEAR.”

— Roy Leonard, WGN RADIO/TV

Eastside High was 
a training ground for jail.

Then Joe Clark took over.

Now the kids are 
getting something 
they never had.

It’s the true story o f 
a real hero from 
the director o f 
The Karate Kid” 
and “ Rocky." i l l

LEAN ON ME
WARNER BROS Piusents 

A NORMAN TWAIN f • • . A JOHN G AVILDSEN f .tm MORGAN FREEMAN "LEAN ON ME 
BEVERLY TODD ROBERT GUILLAUME Original Scoie I.y BILL CONTI 

I .... i,i vn Pioiiur.il JOHN G. AVILDSEN 
W.itienbv MICHAEL SCHIFFER Piort.cedDy NORMAN TWAIN Diiecteuhv JOHN G AVILDSEN

PLAZA 4 0 0  
CINEMAS
494 GEORGE STREET 
564-7011

(MATURE)

EVENINGS 7 & 9 P.M.
B.C. Warning: Occasional very 
coarse language.

A C A D E M Y  A W A R D  

N O M I N A T I O N S
“ PICTURE “"ACTOR ““DIRECTOR ““SCREENPLAY

Dustin Hoffman Barry Levinson

“ THE BEST MOVIE OF THE YEAR. 
In every way it’s a winner.”

-  Richard Frmlman. NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS

O N E  O F T H E  Y E A R ’S T E N  BEST
- INCLUDING -

PEOPLE • USA TODAY • AT THE MOVIES • KABC-TV • NEWSDAY • PLAYBOY 
W ABC-TV • ST LOUIS POST DISPATCH • BALTIMORE SUN 

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER • HOUSTON CHRONICLE • DETROIT NEWS 
KNBC-TV • NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS • KCBS TV

HOFFMAN
a IIAlUtYtEVtNSON _

RAIN MAN
CRUISE

UN tTTO  ARTiSTS fw a w rs  
* a w t n « s C D M M N Y rtoovmoN•»R A R IW L tV lN S O N fu * • D U S T IN H o m tA N  TOM CW Jttt 

RAEh M AN  • V A LES M O O U N O  w -u c  «t KAN5 HM MER IDA RANDOM
bna^o,fMrruauuv,)CHNSUbE..c»ro«<uow«<2AAU>*MQUN

B t o W A w w M d  w m  o u m  .w o jo n  r r r a s  -vnn »tuact m o rro w
* K W U f »  RONALD t** S  m.u RAARV MORROW s w o u a t t *  M A R I JOHNSON SARRY I * " * * ™ -

SPRUCELAND
796CENTRAl STREET

EVENINGS 7 :0 0  & 9 :2 0  P.M.

(MATURE)
B.C. Warning: Some very coarse 
language, occasional suggestive 
scenes.


