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MAKES PLASTIC DETECTABILE

‘New chemical boon for X-ray technology

by ROBIN LUDLOW
Southam News
DALLAS — Plastic guns will
oon show up on airport X-ray*
machmes and doctors will be able
g(l)t swallowed plastic toy parts
Idren because of a newly dis-
covered chemical.
The inability of X-rays to ‘‘see”
;glastlc has long been a problem for

octors and more recently for
airport security.

But the new additive, mixed with
plastic during manufacture, will go
a long way toward solving those
problems, the American Chemical
Society heard Tuesday.

“The possibilities are tremen-
dous,” said chemist. Dr. Johannes
Smid who, with colleagues at the
State Umversnty of New York in
Syracuse, developed the compound
called triphenylbismuth.

It makes plastic more visible

than aluminum to X-rays so plastic
weapons, swallowed fragments of
plastic dentures and toys, and
objects that can cause prol lems in
the body — plastic bullets, cathet-
ers, implants, bone adheswes. su-
tures and artificial veins — will dll
be easily detected, Smid said.

Plastic 1mplants can slip out of
place or degenerate and up to now,
surgery has been the only recourse
to pinpoint a problem.

The new additive mixes perfectly
and permanently with a wide vari-
etyd of commercial plastics, Smid
sal

It doesn’t break down with heat,
is not affected by water, doesn’t
cause cancer, serves as a flame re-
tardant and also helps kill bacteria
and fungus.

. Smid said it could also be added

to paints used in hospitals, for ex-
ample, to prevent the growth and

spread of bacteria and fungi.

Previous experimental X-ray
contrast additives such as glass,
heavy metal salts and other chemi-
cals did not mix properly and pro-
duced an inferior plastic, Smid
said.

The chemical wouldn’t be needed
in all plastics but would be wel-
come in medical and dental de-
vices and could be required by law
in plastlc guns, bullets and knives.
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iUse sought
}fo_r salvaged
locomotive

VANCOUVER (CP) — Logging
contractor Steve Crombie used
empty diesel fuel tanks to raise a
=submerged 180-tonne diesel-electric
Jocomotive from the bottom of Se-
fon Lake.

1 The question now for Crombie is

what to do with it.

|\ Its previous owner,
oesn’t want it.

| And Crombie’s wife Mary says:

I'I have jokingly called it Crom-
ble s folly. Maybe Steve will sell it
for spares or for scrap.”
¢ The locomotive and a sister unit

lunged into Seton Lake near Lil-
Fooet about 160 kilometres north-
west of Vancouver, after running
Lnto a rockfall on BC Rail’s main-

ne in 1980.

{' One locomotive was raised by
the railway in May 1981, over-
pauled and returned to service.

But the second unit, which was
;n 50 metres of water, could not be
Yyaised because it hit a submerged
{ip of rock.
i+ Railway president Mac Norris
aid the company surrendered its

jnterest in the unit in the lake.
“ “It isn’t so much the length of
time it was in cold water that was
the problem, but what happened to
it, or didn’t happen to it, after it
was raised,” Norris said.

“You have to take prompt action
after the air gets to it.”

Crombie started his salvage
efforts in 1987, aided by his son
Terry, a 22-year-old medical stu-
dent. Both men had to buy diving

~ equipment and learn to use it.
“My husband was determined to
@ucceed after somebody at the
.of B.C. was quoted as
samg that the( would:}t be ,able -
40 bring it up wlgg. 3@95}4
Mary Crom S \u |
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;‘VANCOUVER (CP) — Austra- Full range of colours SALE e fgg'gagfg%ﬁ)sf Colouis SALE
_lian resources giant Broken Hill PLUS RATED SAXONY

i. Pty. has established a small manu- o
i facturing plant north of Vancouver 99 l % 'é'AVx’gﬁYR OOM 99
e e o CUT & LOOP fg;:';‘,";;?o;m Sl tange o Jd
™ Production will start next week 100% nylon SQ.Y0 9 SQ YD designer colours Sa.Y0
. on an order for 45,000 ties from BC Scotchguard % otally installed with Scotchguard
¢ Rail, Fred Mau, president of BHP % | /2" underlay . m

' Rail Products (Canada) Ltd., said
.47 Wednesday.

=7 The plant, which has been under
= constructlon sinceJune, is rated to
h120 000 ties a year, but “we will
¢ tomfortably exceed that capacity,”

= Mau said.

Bullder'

The plant was built at Squamish,
!' ‘about .55 kilometres north of Van- SpeCIal
wcouver on the BC Rail line, be- LIVING ROOM SAXONY

cause BC Rail, which’is mstallmg
100,000 steel ties on sharp curves
+dnd turnouts through its 2,200-ki-
: lometre system over the next five
L years, is BHP’s launch customer in
{'North America.
1+ Mau said other U.S. and Cana-
'dlan railways have expressed an
.mterest including Canadian Na-
- tional and Quebec, North Shore
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1

E Page 18, item F, Short Knit Gown
should read Short, Regular $22
T SALE 15.99. Long Regular $26.
i SALE 19.99. Page 20, items
*ABCFG and H and Page 21,
*items C,D,E,F,G and H will not be
 available due to shipping problems.
b Page 23, Children's Shoes at 4.99
| will not be available. Page 24, item
F, Mustang Cruiser Vest does not
k- come with velcro flaps. Page 26,
b item F Boy's or Girl's 20" BMX Bike
hdoes not come with kickstand.
[ Page 33, item F will not be avail-
able at Woodward's Penticton, Vic-
P toria, Coquitlam or Southgate
_] stores due to shipping problems.
Page 34, item A, 100% Cotton T
Shirt is not as shown. Page 34,
item B, Walking Shorts are cuffed.
Page 45, 4 cu. ft. Wheelbarrow at
44.99 is not as shown, should read
Broadcast Spreader SALE 49.99.
Page 46, item A should read ‘inter-
national' not ‘professional’ knives.
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Woodward's apologizes to its cus-
tomers for any inconvenience these
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