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C R A D L E  O F  C O N F E D E R A T I O N

E l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  o f f e n d s  s o m e
B y  J U L I A N  B E L T R A M E  

S o u t h a m  N e w s

C H A R L O T T E T O W N  -  Q u a i n t ,  

t r a d i t i o n - s t e e p e d ,  a r c h a i c  a r e  s o m e  

o f  t h e  w o r d s  I s l a n d e r s  u s e  t o  d e ­

s c r i b e  t h e  w a y  t h e y  e l e c t  g o v e r n ­

m e n t s .

T o  t h o s e  w o r d s  T e x  M a c D o n a l d  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d :  U n c o n s t i t u t i o n ­

a l .

C a n a d i a n s  h a v e  l o n g  l i v e d  w i t h  

t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w i n  

e l e c t i o n s  n o t  b y  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  m o s t  

v o t e s ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  s e a t s .  O c c a ­

s i o n a l l y ,  a s  i n  N e w f o u n d l a n d  l a s t  

m o n t h ,  t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  m o s t  p o p ­

u l a r  p a r t y  l o s i n g  a n  e l e c t i o n .

B u t  n o w h e r e  i s  t h e  r u l e  o f  “ o n e  

p e r s o n - o n e  v o t e ”  m o r e  a b u s e d  t h a n  

i n  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  C o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  

w h e r e  r u r a l  v o t e r s  c a n  b e  a s  m u c h  

a s  s i x  t i m e s  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  

t h e i r  u r b a n  n e i g h b o r s .

E x a m p l e :  O n  M a y  2 9 ,  r u r a l  5 t h  

K i n g s ’ s  2 , 0 4 2  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  w i l l  

s e n d  a  c o u n c i l l o r  a n d  a n  a s s e m b l y ­

m a n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  t h e  

I s l a n d ’ s  u n i q u e  d u a l  r i d i n g  s y s t e m .  

S o  w i l l  5 t h  Q u e e n s ,  o n l y  i n  t h a t  

C h a r l o t t e t o w n  d i s t r i c t ,  1 1 , 9 6 4  r e ­

s i d e n t s  w i l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  c a s t  a  

b a l l o t .

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s  o f  

g r o s s  u n d e r -  a n d  o v e r - r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n .

S u m m e r s i d e ’ s  4 t h  P r i n c e  d i s t r i c t  

h a s  1 0 , 2 7 3  v o t e r s ,  f i v e  t i m e s  a s  

m a n y  a s  2 n d  K i n g s  w i t h  2 , 1 2 9 .  S i m ­

i l a r l y ,  a  v o t e  i n  t h e  p r e m i e r ’ s  d i s ­

t r i c t  o f  6 t h  Q u e e n s ,  a l s o  i n  C h a r l o t ­

t e t o w n ,  i s  o n l y  o n e - t h i r d  a s  p o w e r ­

f u l  a s  a  v o t e  i n  3 r d  K i n g s .

" I t ’ s  u n f a i r .  .  . d e f i n i t e l y  u n c o n ­

s t i t u t i o n a l , ”  s a y s  M a c D o n a l d ,  a  

C h a r l o t t e t o w n  a l d e r m a n  w h o  r a n  

p r o v i n c i a l l y  a s  a  T o r y  i n  1 9 8 6 .

M a c D o n a l d  n o t e s  t h a t  l a s t  m o n t h  

M a d a m  J u s t i c e  B e v e r l e y  M c L a c h -  

l i n ,  i n  h e r  l a s t  d e c i s i o n  a s  c h i e f  

j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  S u ­

p r e m e  C o u r t ,  r u l e d  B . C . ’ s  e l e c t o r a l  

m a p  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  i t

f a i l e d  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

r u l e  o f  “ o n e  p e r s o n - o n e  v o t e . ”  S h e  

s a i d  v a r i a t i o n s  s h o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  

2 5  p e r  c e n t .

“ I ’ d  l o v e  t o  t a k e  ( o u r  s i t u a t i o n )  

t o  c o u r t ,  b u t  I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  t i m e  

o r  m o n e y , ”  M a c D o n a l d  s a i d .

“ I t ’ s  j u s t  r i d i c u l o u s  t h a t  a  s m a l l  

r u r a l  c o u n t y  l i k e  K i n g s  ( 1 3 , 0 0 0  v o t ­

e r s )  s e n d s  1 0  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a ­

t u r e ,  w h e n  o n e  d i s t r i c t  i n  C h a r l o t ­

t e t o w n  w i t h  a s  m a n y  v o t e r s  s e n d s  

j u s t  t w o . ”

T h e  w i d e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  d i s t r i c t  

v o t e r s ’  l i s t s  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  a s p e c t  

o f  P . E . I . ’ s  u n i q u e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  

t h a t  o f f e n d s  M a c D o n a l d .

H e  c o n t e n d s  t h e  d u a l  r i d i n g  

f r a m e w o r k  p e r p e t u a t e s  a n  a r c h a i c  

s y s t e m  o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  k e e p  

l o w e r - c l a s s  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c s  i n  

t h e i r  p l a c e .

“ T h e y  s a y  r e l i g i o n  d o e s n ’ t  m a t ­

t e r  i n  p o l i t i c s  a n y m o r e  b u t  i t ’ s  n o t  

t r u e , ”  s a y s  M a c D o n a l d .

“ I n  1 9 8 6 ,  I  r a n  i n  6 t h  Q u e e n s  a n d  

t h e r e  h a d  t o  b e  a  C a t h o l i c  r u n n i n g  

a g a i n s t  a  C a t h o l i c  f o r  c o u n c i l l o r  

a n d  a  P r o t e s t a n t  r u n n i n g  a g a i n s t  a  

P r o t e s t a n t  f o r  a s s e m b l y m a n .  

T h e r e ’ s  a  l o t  o f  d i s t r i c t s  l i k e  t h a t . ”

G a r y  W e b s t e r ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  

p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

P . E . I . ,  s a y s  t h e  s y s t e m  w a s  d e ­

v i s e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 0 0 s  w h e n  d e s p i t e  

t h e  I s l a n d ’ s  5 0 - 5 0  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  C a ­

t h o l i c s  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  

t e n d e d  t o  o w n  m o s t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

a n d  h o l d  m o s t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t .

P r i o r  t o  1 9 6 6 ,  e v e r y o n e  i n  a  d i s ­

t r i c t  w a s  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  f o r  a s s e m ­

b l y m a n  b u t  o n l y  t h o s e  w i t h  $ 3 5 0  i n  

p r o p e r t y  c o u l d  v o t e  f o r  c o u n c i l l o r .  

A  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  c o u l d  a l s o  v o t e  

f o r  c o u n c i l l o r  i n  a s  m a n y  d i s t r i c t s  

a s  h e  h e l d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c a p i t a l ,  

m a k i n g  i t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

o n e  p e r s o n  t o  v o t e  1 6  t i m e s .

“ W h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  d i d  w a s  d e s i g ­

n a t e  n i n e  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  

h a v e  a  P r o t e s t a n t  r u n n i n g  a g a i n s t  

a  P r o t e s t a n t  a n d  a  C a t h o l i c  a g a i n s t  

a  C a t h o l i c .  T h i s  w a y  y o u  c o u l d n ’ t

C o u r t  c h a l l e n g e  h a l t s  

n a t i v e  I n d i a n  i n q u i r y
B y  P E T E R  B A K O G E O R G E  

S o u t h a m  N e w s

M a n i t o b a ’ s  i n q u i r y  i n t o  h o w  n a ­

t i v e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  b y  t h e  j u s t i c e  s y s ­

t e m  h a s  b e e n  h a l t e d  b y  a  c o u r t  

c h a l l e n g e  t o  i t s  p o w e r s .

T h e  t w o  j u d g e s  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  

p r o b e  h a v e  s u s p e n d e d  h e a r i n g s  

s c h e d u l e d  f o r  T h e  P a s  n e x t  w e e k ,  

w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

1 9 7 1  m u r d e r  o f  a n  I n d i a n  w o m a n  

t h a t  w e n t  u n s o l v e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  

d e c a d e .

I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  w i l l  s e n d  t h e i r  l a ­

w y e r s  t o  t h e  M a n i t o b a  C o u r t  o f  

A p p e a l  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  A b o r i g i n ­

a l  J u s t i c e  I n q u i r y  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  

c o n d u c t  i t s  p r o b e .

O n e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  t h e y  w i l l  

h a v e  t o  d i s p u t e  i s  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r - i n -  

c o u n c i l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y  i s  

i n v a l i d  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  w r i t t e n  o n l y  

i n  E n g l i s h .

T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  $ 2 - m i l l i o n  

i n q u i r y  w e r e  l a u n c h e d  b y  t h e  W i n ­

n i p e g  P o l i c e  A s s o c i a t i o n .

I t  i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  j u d g e s ’ p o w ­

e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  n a ­

t i v e  l e a d e r  J . J .  H a r p e r ,  w h o  w a s  

s h o t  b y  W i n n i p e g  p o l i c e .

H a r p e r ’ s  d e a t h ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  T h e  

P a s  t e e n a g e r  B e t t y  O s b o r n e ,  a r e  

t h e  t w o  s p e c i f i c  c a s e s  t h e  j u d g e s  

p l a n n e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  n o w  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  l e s s  f o r ­

m a l ,  p r o v i n c e - w i d e  h e a r i n g s  i n t o  

h o w  n a t i v e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  b y  a l l  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m .

B u t  t h e  p o l i c e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s a y s  

t h e  H a r p e r  c a s e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

f u l l y  p r o b e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  W i n n i p e g  

p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a n  i n q u e s t ,  

a n d  t h a t  t h i s  i n q u i r y  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  

t h e  p o w e r  t o  d e l v e  i n t o  i t  a g a i n .

“ O u r  v i e w  i s  t h a t  e n o u g h  i s  

e n o u g h , "  s a y s  a s s o c i a t i o n  l a w y e r

A l  M c G r e g o r .

“ T h e  H a r p e r  a s p e c t  h a s  a l r e a d y  

b e e n  e x a m i n e d  a d  n a u s e u m . ”

H e  s a y s  h e  w i l l  m a k e  l e g a l  a r g u ­

m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  j u s t i c e  

i n q u i r y  w a s  g i v e n  t o o  m u c h  p o w e r  

a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  m a t t e r s  

a l r e a d y  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  t h e  l a w .

h a v e  t w o  C a t h o l i c s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  

h a d  a  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e , ”  

W e b s t e r  e x p l a i n e d .

W h i l e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

w a s  o u t l a w e d  i n  t h e  m i d - 6 0 s ,  W e b ­

s t e r  a g r e e s  c a n d i d a t e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  

b e  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  b a s e d  

o n  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  i n  m a n y  r u ­

r a l  d i s t r i c t s .

“ I n  2 n d  K i n g s ,  t h e  L i b e r a l s  

w o u l d  n o  m o r e  t h i n k  o f  r u n n i n g  a n  

I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  a g a i n s t  P r o t e s t a n t  

B l o i s e  D i n g w e l l  t h a n  t h e y ’ d  t h i n k  

o f  r u n n i n g  Y a s s e r  A r a f a t . ”

“ I f  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e y ’ d  s t a n d  a s  

m u c h  a  c h a n c e  o f  w i n n i n g , ”  W e b ­

s t e r  s a i d .

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w ,  P r e m i e r  J o e  

G h i z  s h o w e d  l i t t l e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  

t i n k e r i n g  w i t h  a  s y s t e m  t h a t  h a s  

b e e n  a r o u n d  m o r e  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y .

C o n t e n d i n g  r e l i g i o u s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  

w e r e  m o s t l y  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  

G h i z  s a i d  h e  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r u n  a  

C a t h o l i c  i n  a  d i s t r i c t  n o r m a l l y  r e ­

s e r v e d  f o r  a  P r o t e s t a n t .

A n d  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  l a r g e  v o t e r  d i s ­

c r e p a n c i e s  b e t w e e n  r u r a l  a n d  

u r b a n  d i s t r i c t s  a  n o n - i s s u e ,  a s  h a s  

T o r y  l e a d e r  M e l  G a s s .

“ I ’ v e  b e e n  i n  p o l i t i c s  s i n c e  1 9 8 1  

a n d  i n  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  I ’ v e  o n l y  h a d  

o n e  p e r s o n  c o m e  u p  t o  m e  a n d  

c o m p l a i n  ( a b o u t  u r b a n  u n d e r - r e p ­

r e s e n t a t i o n ) .  T h a t ’ s  n o t  o n e  i n  t h i s  

e l e c t i o n ,  t h a t ’ s  o n e  p e r s o n  i n  a l l  

t h a t  t i m e ,  p e r i o d , ”  G h i z  e m p h a ­

s i z e d .

H o w e v e r ,  W e b s t e r  b e l i e v e s  t h e  

r e l u c t a n c e  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  i s s u e  i s  

b a s e d  m o r e  o n  a  f e a r  o f  t h e  c o n s e ­

q u e n c e s  t h a n  a n  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  

u n f a i r n e s s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  e l e c t o r a l  

m a p .

W e b s t e r  r e c a l l s  t h a t  w h e n  t w o  

C h a r l o t t e t o w n  s e a t s  w e r e  a d d e d  i n  

t h e  m i d - ‘ 6 0 s  —  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  P . E . I .  

a d j u s t e d  i t s  e l e c t o r a l  m a p  —  i t  f o l ­

l o w e d  a  U . S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r u l i n g  

o n  u r b a n  u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

“ M a y b e  t h e  B . C .  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  

s p u r  c h a n g e s  h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c ­

t i o n , ”  h e  s a i d .

J u s t i c e  M i n i s t e r  W a y n e  C h e v e r i e  

a g r e e s  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  w h a t  h e  

a d m i t s  i s  a n  u n f a i r  s y s t e m  a r e  

o n l y  l i k e l y  i f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i s  c h a l ­

l e n g e d  i n  c o u r t .

“ G i v e n  w e ’ r e  i n  a n  a g e  o f  c o u r t  

c h a l l e n g e s ,  i t  m a y  h a p p e n , ”  C h e ­

v e r i e  a d d e d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  a s  a  c a n d i ­

d a t e  i n  P . E . I . ’ s  m o s t  p o p u l o u s  r i d ­

i n g ,  “ I ’ d  h a v e  t o  b e  a  f o o l  t o  s a y  

t h e  w a y  t h i n g s  s t a n d  n o w  i s  f a i r .

“ B u t  f o r  a  p o l i t i c i a n  t o  d i s t u r b  

t h e  p e o p l e  o f  5 t h  K i n g s  w o u l d  b e  a  

b o l d  m o v e , ”  h e  s a i d .  “ H e  m a y  f i n d  

t h e  c u r e  i s  w o r s e  t h a n  t h e  d i s ­

e a s e . ”

SPRINKLING RESTRICTION 
NOTICE for All City Areas t
— At a street address ending with an even number, 

sprinkling is allowed on even numbered days only.
— At a street address ending with an odd number, 

sprinkling is allowed on odd numbered days only.
— In areas without street addresses, north and east 

sides of roads may sprinkle on even days only. South 
and west sides of roads may sprinkle on odd days 
only.

— In addition, in all areas of the city, no sprinkling is 
allow between 12:00 noon and 5:00 p.m. daily, 
except in Western Acres where there is no sprinkling 
allowed between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. daily.

— City of Prince George By-Law No. 2702 provides for 
a fine of up to $500 for each offense, upon summary 
conviction.

Restrictions will be in effect May 1st, 1989 until further
motice.

C. E. Obst, P. ENG.
DIRECTOR PUBLIC
WORKS

Province of 
B ritish  Colum bia 

M inistry of 
Forests
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PR. G E O R G E
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V A N D E R H O O F FT. ST. JA M ES
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M cB R ID E
LOW MODERATE HIGH (EXTREME]

D A W SO N CR EEK
LOW MODERATE HIGH [EXTREME!

FT. ST. JO H N
LOW MODERATE HlGHlEXTREMEl

FT. NELSO N
LOW MODERATE HlGHlEXTREMEl

P R E V E N T  W IL D F IR E S
One out o f evei 

depends on the
those jobs from going up in smoke.

FORESTS FOREVER"
A COMMITMENT BY THE FOREST COMPANIES OF B.C.

GET J

WHILE THEY’RE

Some brand new items and some 
HOT SELLERS, we can’t keep on the shelf

m  YAMAHA
Hot

CDX-520 COMPACT DISC PLAYER
• 8 tim es 

oversam pling
• 18 bit
• rem ote control
•  tw in  D / A  c o n v e r t e r s

•  Good Value 
at $500.00 
NOW ...............

Hot
|a

V v

p a a p j

.»;«jfcu&fMiKM

$ 4295
New

s i i i f
i g f e

■ > *
y &>' - .•-A v

KX-130 CASSETTE DECK
• full logic controls
• D olb y B & C
• w ide  frequency 

response
•  Good Value 

at $330.00 
NOW ...............

$ 2495

WEB  m  m  
■

CDX-420 COMPACT DISC PLAYER
• direct access
• random  play
• twin D/A 

converters
•  Good Value 

at $370.00 
NOW ...........

$ 299s5
Hot

KX-230 CASSETTE DECK
• D olby B & C  

and H xP ro
• m usic search
• intro scan
•  Good Value 

at $370.00 
NOW ...........

$ 3295

fra  n 
DRA-325 AM/FM RECEIVER

• 40 w atts per 
channel of ultra 
clean pow er

• com plete system  
rem ote control 
included

ONLY .................

$ 4995
New

DRM-500 CASSETTE DECK
• D olby 

B & C  
and 
H x P ro

• com pletely 
loaded

ONLY .........

$ 4295

DCD-1420 COMPACT DISC PLAYER
• 8 times 

oversam pling
• true 20 bit 

processor
• rem ote control 

with volum e control
ONLY .................

$ 0009
9 9 « r

5
Hot

DCD-1520 COMPACT DISC PLAYER
• Considered  by most 

critics 
to
outperform' 
anything 
available 
its class 

ONLY

110QB
b i e J  I  f§j
- I  I  w l

5

Financing Available O.A.C. |C3

R J I W r
S O U N D L T D .

1244-4th Ave. —  usrreN t o  u s  564-3616 4 
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