12 — The Prince George Citizen — Tuesday, August 29, 1989

PROBLEMS FOR SOUTHPAWS

A right-handed world

VANCOUVER (CP) — Molly-
dooker, southpaw and spuddy-

g Py The professor surveyed:1,896 University
{‘fﬁ‘,ﬂ:‘};’fa’{fﬁ;ﬂsﬁ?depﬁf,‘lﬁ'e‘y Y of British Columbia left-handed students
“There is a pervasive cultur- over two years. It revealed 13 per cent of

al bias against left-handed peo- the 20-year-old population is left-handed.
ple,” said Stanley Coren, a right- He also found that five ;per cent of 50-

handed psychology professor at
the University of British Colum-
bia.

Coren set out to answer the
mysteries surrounding left-hand-
ers three years ago, after prelim-

year-olds and only one per cent of 80-
year-olds are left-handed.

inary research showed right- Genetically, there is evidence ~ ; But left-handers respond to
handed people live longer than that if both parents are left-hand-  danger by moving the left hand
southpaws. ed, the child stands a greater down and the right hand up,

_The professor surveyed 1,8%  chance of left-handedness. But which would steer you into
University of British Columbia  the genetics don’t fit simple pat-  oncoming traffic.
left-handed students over two terns, he said. He said his study is a turning

years. It revealed 13 per cent of Pathological left-handedness int i izi
the 20-year-old population is left-  might result if the mother has 2‘,’e ‘Se‘vlrzece?i';‘@”& L’L?ﬁ,g"}fiﬁ?
handed. had pregnancy or birth difficul- handed.

He also found that five per ties, he added. “We’ h int
cent of 50-year-olds and only one “There are 23 different path- h La¥e lgotten éo the pou:
per cent of 80-year-olds are left-  ways or central nervous system cere Peo‘:: tarle ft f]gm; u&g 2
handed. centres that can be affected by a ¢ ogmzfenh 3 me - é}g g dn?:
. However, Coren’s study, pub-  difficult birth. If you muck up 1oy &8 turLier (han milc and
lished this month in the American  any one of them, you could de- n;_gn ti mfl xels. ) %Ve ;lm-
Journal of Public Health, ruled viate from right-handedness.” B LTy one=y Ly CGUD
out the possibility that left-hand- Coren said a constant prob- clinical conditions,
ers switched over to right-hand-  lem facing left-handers is that the Coren also said there is *‘an
edness as they aged. material world is designed with  over-representation of left-handed

But his study showed males  right-handed people in mind. people among delinquents, crim-
have a higher chance of being “We're talking about huge inals and alcoholics.”
left-handed. According to Coren,  differences. There’s certainly lots Research is being conducted

10 per cent of allfemal.es are left-  of evidence that the world has to find out whether the reasons
handed, compared with 14 per  been systematically biased in  behind this are genetic or a result

cent of males. ; safety and convenience in the of invisible social biases against
_Coren said science can’t ex- area of tools and traffic pat- left-handers.

plain why people are left-handed  terns.” “But on the other hand, the

and what the genetic, medical In emergency situations, Cor-  last four presidents of the United

and psychological implications en said the left hand goes up to  States have been left-handed,”
are. face level and the right hand  Coren said. “Carter, Ford, Rea-
“We do know there are two  down to chest level in right-hand-  gan and Bush are all left-handed.

flavors of left-handed people — er. If those hands are on a steer- “I don’t know what that says
genetic and pathologic,” Coren ing wheel, the response would  about politics because they're all
. 5 e said. steer the car on to a curb. on the right.”

Laura-Kay Prophet takes a walk with Wéi)ster and Holly, her two Peking ducks.

Beef For Today’s Lifestyle

She’s kind
to her
web-footed
friends

VANCOUVER (CP) — Laura-
Kay Prophet knows others think
she’s a bit of a quackpot, but she
has a sense of humor about the cu-
rious looks she gets as she takes
her ducks for strolls in a baby car-
riage.

Passers-by take one look at her
own sartorial style and label her
Mother Goose. Then they do a dou-
ble-take when they see the way she
dresses her pair of Peking ducks.

‘“People have come to know me
as the Duck Lady, and that’s okay
because ducks are my passion,”
says Prophet, whose former white-
feathered friend named Harvey hit
the news four years ago.

Prophet gets misty when asked
about Harvey, who was her com-
panion for six years before he died.
Harvey was known as the “official
opener’” of the 1983 Courthouse
World Belly Flop and Cannonball
Diving Championships in North
Vancouver.

Now Prophet, 49, has Webster
and Holly, a male and female pair
who live in the bathtub of the West
End studio apartment Prophet
shares with 35 uncaged birds and a
tank of tropical fish.

Although she admits constantly
running around with a rag to clean
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And when Prophet takes them to
downtown office towers that have
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