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L a u ra -K a y  P ro p h e t ta k e s  a  w a lk  w ith  W eb s te r  a n d  H olly , h e r  tw o  P e k in g  d u ck s .

P R O B L E M S  F O R  S O U T H P A W S

A right-handed world
VANCOUVER (C P) -  Molly- 

d ooker, so u th p a w  and  spuddy- 
h anded  a re  ju s t som e of soc ie ty ’s 
te rm s  fo r left-handed  people.

“ T h ere  is a  p erv asiv e  c u ltu r­
a l b ias a g a in s t left-handed  peo­
p le ,” sa id  S tan ley  Coren, a  righ t- 
handed  psychology p ro fesso r a t 
th e  U n iversity  o f B ritish  C olum ­
bia.

C oren se t out to an sw er the 
m y s te r ie s  su rround ing  left-hand­
e rs  th re e  y e a rs  ago, a f te r  p re lim ­
in a r y  r e s e a r c h  sh o w ed  r ig h t-  
h anded  people live longer than  
sou thpaw s.

T he p ro fesso r su rv ey ed  1,896 
U n iv e rs ity  o f B ritish  C olum bia 
le f t-h a n d e d  s tu d e n ts  o v e r  tw o 
y e a rs . I t  rev ea led  13 p e r cen t of 
the  20-year-o ld  population  is left- 
handed.

He also  found th a t five p e r  
cen t o f 50-year-olds and only one 
p e r  cen t o f 80-year-olds a re  left- 
handed.

H ow ever, C oren’s study , pub­
lished th is m onth  in the A m erican  
Jo u rn a l o f Public  H ealth , ru led  
ou t the  possib ility  th a t left-hand­
e rs  sw itched  over to r igh t-hand­
edness a s  they  aged.

B ut h is s tudy  show ed m ales 
h av e  a  h ig h er chance  o f being 
left-handed . A ccording to Coren, 
10 p e r  cen t o f all fem ales a re  left- 
h a n d ed , c o m p a re d  w ith  14 p e r 
c en t o f m ales .

C oren sa id  sc ience c a n ’t ex­
p la in  w hy people a re  left-handed 
an d  w h a t th e  g en e tic , m ed ica l 
a n d  p sy c h o lo g ic a l im p lic a tio n s  
a re .

“ We do know th e re  a re  two 
f lav o rs  o f left-handed  people — 
g enetic  and  patho log ic,” C oren 
sa id .

The professor surveyed [1,896 University 
of British Columbia left-handed students 
over two years. It revealed 13 per cent of 
the 20-year-old population is left-handed. 
He also found that five > per cent of 50- 
year-olds and only one per cent of 80- 
year-olds are left-handed.

G enetica lly , th e re  is ev idence 
th a t if  both p a re n ts  a re  left-hand­
ed , th e  ch ild  s ta n d s  a g re a te r  
c h a n c e  o f le f t-h an d ed n e ss . But 
th e  g enetics don’t fit sim p le  p a t­
te rn s , he sa id .

P atho log ica l left-handedness 
m igh t re su lt if  the m o th er has 
h ad  p reg n an cy  or b ir th  d ifficul­
ties, he added.

“ T h ere  a re  23 d iffe ren t p a th ­
w ays o r  c e n tra l n ervous sys tem  
c e n tre s  th a t c an  be affec ted  by a 
difficult b irth . If  you m uck up 
any  one of them , you could de­
v ia te  from  rig h t-h an d ed n ess.”

C oren sa id  a co n stan t p rob­
lem  fac ing  left-h an d ers is th a t the 
m a te r ia l w orld is designed with 
righ t-handed  people in m ind.

“ W e’re  ta lk in g  ab o u t huge 
d ifferences. T h e re ’s ce rta in ly  lots 
o f ev idence th a t the  w orld has 
b een  s y s te m a tic a l ly  b ia se d  in 
sa fe ty  an d  conven ien ce  in the 
a r e a  o f  to o ls  an d  t r a f f ic  p a t ­
te rn s .”

In em erg en cy  situa tions, Cor­
en sa id  the  left hand  goes up to 
face  level an d  th e  r ig h t  hand 
down to ch est level in r igh t-hand­
e r . I f  those h ands a re  on a  s te e r­
ing w heel, th e  re sp o n se  would 
s te e r  the  c a r  on to a  curb .

: B ut le ft-handers respond to 
d a n g e r  by m oving the left hand 
dow n an d  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  up , 
w h ic h  w o u ld  s t e e r  y o u  in to  
oncom ing tra ffic .

H e sa id  his s tudy  is a  tu rn ing  
point in recognizing  th a t th e re  
a re  se v e re  effec ts to being left- 
handed .

“ W e’ve g o tten  to th e  point 
w h ere  people a re  beg inn ing  to 
re c o g n iz e  th a t  le f t-h a n d e d n e ss  
m ay  go fu rth e r  th an  m ild and be­
nign difficulties. It m ay  have im ­
p lica tions for longevity and  o ther 
c lin ical conditions.”

C oren also  sa id  th e re  is " a n  
o v e r-rep rese n ta tio n  of left-handed 
people am ong  delinquen ts, c r im ­
inals and  a lcoholics .”

R e sea rch  is being conducted  
to find out w hether the reaso n s 
behind th is a re  genetic  o r a  resu lt 
of invisib le  social b iases ag a in s t 
le ft-handers .

“ B ut on the  o th er hand, the 
la s t four p re sid en ts  of the U nited 
S ta te s  h av e  been  le f t-h a n d e d ,” 
C oren sa id . “ C a rte r , F o rd , R e a ­
gan  and  B ush a re  all left-handed.

“ I do n ’t know w hat th a t say s 
abou t po litics becau se  th ey ’re  all 
on th e  r ig h t.”

S h e ' s  k i n d  

t o  h e r  

w e b - f o o t e d

f r i e n d s
VANCOUVER (C P ) — L aura- 

K ay P ro p h e t knows o thers think 
sh e ’s a  b it of a  quackpot, but she 
h as a sen se  of hum or about the cu­
rious looks she gets as she takes 
h e r  ducks for stro lls  in a  baby c a r ­
riage .

P asse rs-b y  tak e  one look a t her 
own sa rto r ia l sty le  and label her 
M other Goose. T hen they  do a  dou­
b le-take w hen they  see the  w ay she 
d re sses  h e r  p a ir  of P eking  ducks.

“ P eople have  com e to know m e 
a s the D uck L ady, and th a t’s okay 
b ecau se  ducks a re  m y passion ,” 
say s P ro p h e t, w hose fo rm er white- 
fea th e red  friend  nam ed  H arvey  hit 
the  new s four y e a rs  ago.

P ro p h e t g e ts m isty  when asked 
about H arv ey , who w as h e r  com ­
panion for six y e a rs  before he died. 
H arvey  w as known as the  “ official 
o p e n e r”  o f th e  1983 C ourthouse 
W orld B elly F lop and Cannonball 
D iv ing  C h a m p io n sh ip s  in N orth  
V ancouver.

Now P ro p h e t, 49, h as W ebster 
and  Holly, a m ale  and fem ale p a ir 
who live in the bath tu b  of the W est 
E n d  s tu d io  a p a r tm e n t  P ro p h e t  
sh a re s  w ith 35 uncaged  b irds and a 
tan k  of tro p ica l fish.

A lthough she ad m its  constantly  
runn ing  around  with a  ra g  to clean 
up the m ess the  b irds and ducks 
leave, th e re  a re  no foul odors in 
her su ite .

W ebster and Holly, who a re  five 
m o n th s  o ld , e a t  c o rn , sp in a c h , 
b ro c c o li ,  g r a p e s  an d  p o ta to e s . 
They have  recen tly  d iscovered  a 
special fondness for popcorn.

And w hen P ro p h e t tak es them  to 
dow ntow n office tow ers th a t have 
r e f l e c t i n g  p o o ls ,  th e y  s p la s h  
around looking for w orm s, espe­
cially  a f te r  a  ra in fa ll.

P ro p h e t, who is try ing  to m ake a 
living a s  a  fortune te lle r, takes her 
ducks along with h e r  to work.

While sh e ’s m aking  predictions 
about peop le’s love relationsh ips, 
the  d ucks w addle around  on the 
sidew alk . T hey love g rassy  boule­
v ards.

P ro p h e t sa y s  the  d u cks ado re  
being d re ssed  up and alw ays look 
in the m irro r .

E x p o  s i t e  

plans 
r e v a m p e d

VANCOUVER (C P) — A vastly  
a lte re d  p lan  for the  E xpo  site  de­
sc rib ed  by C oncord P ac ific  D eve­
lopm en ts a s  “ v e ry  c lo se” to w hat 
will u ltim a te ly  be bu ilt is read y  for 
a public h ea rin g , sa y s  spokesm an 
S tan ley  Kwok.

G one a r e  the lagoons th a t would 
h ave  tu rn e d  the  developm en t into a 
s e r i e s  o f  i s l a n d s  a lo n g  F a ls e  
C re e k ’s n o rth  sh o re . Also e lim i­
n a ted  a r e  h ig h rise  tow ers over 40 
s to r e y s  a n d  1,600 co n d o m in iu m  
u n its to red u ce  the density  of the 
s ites .

“ If it is ap p roved  by city  hall, 
th is will be v ery  close to w hat is 
b u ilt,”  Kwok sa id  o f a m odel now 
on public d isp lay . “ This plan  is fa r 
m o re  open ( th an  w hat w as o rig in ­
a lly  p roposed  w hen Concord P ac if­
ic firs t m ad e  its p lan  public in 
A pril 1988).

“ O u r ”  F i r s t  C h o i c e  T r i m
A  h e a l t h y  d i e t  m e a n s  l e s s  f a t .  o n l y  t h e  a m o u n t  n e c e s s a r y  

S o  w e  t r i m  “ O u r ”  F i r s t  f o r  f l a v o u r  a n d  j u i c i n e s s .

C h o i c e  B e e f  c a r e f u l l y ,  l e a v i n g

G u a r a n t e e d  A g e d  M i n i m u m  1 4  D a y s
T o  e n s u r e  m a x i m u m  q u a l i t y  a  g u a r a n t e e d  m i n i m u m  o f

a n d  t e n d e r n e s s  w e  a g e  f o u r t e e n  d a y s ,  u n d e r  s t r i c t l y

“ O u r ”  F i r s t  C h o i c e  B e e f  f o r  c o n t r o l l e d  c o n d i t i o n s .

C a n a d i a n  G r a d e  ‘ A ’  B e e f  i s  r a n k e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n e s t  p r o d u c e d  a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

M a k e  “ O u r ”  F i r s t  C h o i c e ,  y o u r s
All “O u r” F irst Choice Beef has been tested 
by a private laboratory for com m only 
know n chem ical residues.

Using analytical m ethods published by the 
Association o f Official Analytical 
C hem ists, a private laboratory tests every 
anim al for the 24 chemicals listed below*

♦Pesticides
Aldrin
alpha-BHC
beta-BHC
alpha-Chiordane
gamma-Chlordane
Chloropyriphos

Dieldrin
pp-DDD
pp-DDE
pp-DDT
alpha-Endosulfan
beta-Endosulfan
Ethion

I f  chem ical residue is detected , in  any 
am ount, the beef is im m ediately rejected 
from  “ O u r” F irst Choice program . 

“ O u r” F irs t Choice Beef. F lavourful, 
healthy, and  lean. T h e  obvious choice for 
beef lovers.

Fenchlorophos
Heptachlor
Heptachlor Epoxide
HCB
Lindane
Methoxychlor
Oxychlordare

Sulfonamides
(Antibiotics)
Sulfa-Thiazole
Sulfa-Methazine
Sulfa-Quinoxaline
Sulfa-Dimethoxine

Overwaitea
C O U P O N C h o ic e

ANY PURCHASE OF OUR 
1st CHOICE BEEF 

VALID AUG. 29TH - SEPT. 2 
SPRUCELAND LOCATION ONLY

Limit 1 coupon per purchase
C L I P  &  P R E S E N T  T O  C A S H I E R

F-Top Sirloin Steak (Boneless) 
G-Top Sirloin Kabobs 

H-Tenderloin Steak

A-Eye of Round
Roast (Baron of Beef) 

B -  Eye of Round Steak 
C-Strip Loin Steak 
D-Lean Ground Beef 
E-Prime Rib Roast

^ ^ B . C . ’s  very-own food people ■ B  h m  S ince 1915 ■

O v erw a itea  F o o d s
SPRUCELAND LOCATION ONLY


