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S k e le to n  
fo u n d  

in  r iv e r
I t  w il l  take  some tim e  to d e te r

m in e  p ro p e r id e n t if ic a t io n  o f  a 
skeleton found in  the F ra se r R ive r 
near Red Rock, say RCM P.

The skeleton was d iscovered at 
about noon F r id a y  by three youths 
w ho w e re  b o a tin g  on the  r iv e r  
about tw o k ilo m e tre s  fro m  M cK e l- 
la r  Road.

Loca l coroner John Wolsey w ill 
be d e te rm in ing  the id e n tity  o f the 
skeleton.

★ ★ ★

Results fro m  an autopsy in to  the 
death o f W illia m  A lan  Cresssm an 
show the 30-year-old P rince  George 
m an died by hanging.

“ A ny o the r in fo rm a tio n , such as 
w hat he hung h im s e lf w ith , w il l  not 
be re leased u n til the inquest,”  said 
P rince  George coroner E lizabe th  
Noble, who conducted the autopsy 
F r id a y .

C ressm an, who was d iscovered 
dead in his ce ll Thursday m o rn ing  
s h o r t ly  a f te r  3 a .m ., had been 
picked up by P rince  George RC M P 
fo r breach o f probation.

★ ★ ★

A s ing le  m o to r veh ic le  acc ident 
F r id a y  took p lace sh o rtly  a fte r  10 
p.m . when a southbound tra n sp o rt 
t r u c k  w e n t  o f f  t h e  r o a d  an d  
knocked ove r a B.C. H ydro  pole.

D r iv e r  Donald K e rr , 41, o f Si- 
cam ous, B .C ., w as no t in ju re d . 
R C M P  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  e s t i m a t e  
$30,000 to $35,000 dam age was sus
ta ined by the tra n sp o rt tru c k  and 
the pole.

★ ★ ★

F o u r pedestrians escaped serious 
in ju ry  w h ile  crossing a t the in te r
section o f 15th Avenue and Johnson 
S tree t a t about 8 p.m . F r id a y .

P rince  George d r iv e r  Sean Cowg- 
e r fa iled  to stop fo r the pedestrians 
and tw o o f them , L ind a  C ha rlie , 31, 
and h e r n in e -y e a r-o ld  son K ir k  
were taken to P rince  George Re
g ion a l H o sp ita l and tre a te d  and 
la te r released.

Cowger has been charged w ith  
fa ilin g  to  y ie ld  to pedestrians.

R C M P  c a u t i o n  p e d e s t r i a n s  
should be w earing  w h ite  o r lig h t- 
co lored c lo th in g  a t n igh t, especia l
ly  a t th is  tim e  o f yea r when n igh t 
v is a b ility  is poor.

Clergy
Comment

by P A S T O R  B I L L  M E IE R  
E va n g e lic a l F ree  C h u rc h

Can you im ag ine  the d ia logue be
tween Job and God? Job as tride  
the ash heap, h is  body covered 
w ith  b o ils , h is  h e a rt to rn  a p a rt 
w ith  g r ie f  ove r the loss o f his c h il
dren and possessions and his m ind  
in  tu rm o il because he can ’t  m ake 
rh ym e  o r reason out o f his d ile m 
ma.

H is  th re e  fr ie n d s  d o n ’ t h e lp  
m uch. They assume Job has com 
m itte d  some te r r ib le  sin, th a t he 
deserves a ll the vents th a t have 
happened. Job ins is ts  he is inno
cent.

As fo r God. He rem ains s ilen t fo r 
a long tim e . H is answers re m a in  
h idden fro m  Job even though Job 
co n tin u a lly  c ries  out in  despera
tion . H is friends sure don’t answer 
fo r God. They assume God’s s i
lence ind ica tes they are r ig h t!

F in a lly  God speaks. In te re s tin g ly  
enough He does not g ive  specific  
an sw e rs  to  J o b ’s c ry  o f  “ W hy 
m e?”  K in d  o f lik e  try in g  to exp la in  
to  an an t how the space shu ttle  
takes o f f  in to  o rb it  and re tu rns .

God, instead, fire s  questions at 
Job !

“ W here w ere you when I la id  the 
founda tion  o f the e a rth ? ”

“ E v e r w alked in  the recesses o f 
the deep?”

“ Can you thu nde r w ith  a voice 
lik e  G od’s?”

Job shakes his head in  d ism ay. 
“ I  don ’t know .”

The questions in  Job 38-41 con tin 
ue. Jo b ’s head hangs low er and 
low er, his p rid e  s lips aw ay. He be
gins to  rea lize  God’s po in t.

“ I have decla red  w hat I d id  not 
understand, th ings too w onderfu l 
fo r me w h ich  I d id  not know. I w il l 
ask thee and do in s tru c t m e ,”  Job 
rep lies  (42:3,4).

W ha t’s the po in t o f th is  d ialogue? 
God n e ve r an sw e rs  J o b ’s ques
tions. He helps Job rea lize  G od’s 
ways and thoughts are not ours, 
H is know ledge goes fa r  beyond our 
u n d e rs ta n d in g . Some th in g s  we 
ju s t cannot understand. T h a t hu rts  
ou r hum an p rid e  does it  not?

Job states (42:5) “ I have heard 
o f thee by the hearing  o f the ear 
bu t now m y  eye sees thee.”

D id  God stand in  fro n t o f job? 
N o! He saw God th rough the eye o f 
fa ith . "T houg h  He k i l l  me, I w il l  
s t i l l  tru s t in  H im ,”  becomes re a l to 
Job.

I  don ’t  understand w hy th ings 
happen the w ay they do, w hy the 
w o rld  is u n fa ir, w hy God rem a ins 
s ilen t, som etim es d is tan t.

God chooses to not exp la in  i t  a t 
tim es because I ju s t cou ldn ’t  grasp 
it.

He w ants m e to respond w ith  
tru s t,  fa ith . Does th a t ease the 
pain? P rob ab ly  not, bu t i t  does re 
k ind le  m y  hope and th a t ’s enough 
to keep m e going. I t  is not a b lind  
le a p  o f  fa i th  b u t a c o n fid e n c e  
placed in  a God who has proven to 
be tru s tw o rth y  in  the end.

M A R IN A  DISTRICT̂OAKLAND WORLDS APART

Quake creates two classes of homeless
B y  K E N  M a c Q U E E N  

S o u th a m  N ews
O A K L A N D , C a lif. —  I t  is a c liche  to say tha t an 

ea rthquake  is a g re a t leve lle r. B u t some c liches are 
true .

A t 5:04 p .m . Tuesday, the second w ors t earthquake 
in  C a lifo rn ia  h is to ry  crea ted  two classes o f homeless.

On one side o f San F ranc isco  B ay — w ith in  s ight o f 
the undam aged Golden Gate B rid g e  — are the home
less o f the M a rin a  D is tr ic t,  a fun ky , a fiuen t ne ighbor
hood o f yuppies and the w ea lth y  re tire d .

A cross the B ay in  O akland — in  the rough areas o f 
downtow n and the poor re s id en tia l and in d u s tr ia l sec
tio n  along the collapsed H ighw ay 880 — is a second 
con cen tra tion  o f heavy dam age and despair.

On F r id a y  m o rn ing , te lev is ion  showed the p lig h t o f 
one w ell-d ressed res iden t o f the M a rin a  D is tr ic t.

L ik e  the occupants o f a t least 50 bu ild ings in  th is  
d is tr ic t ,  he has been g iven  15 m inu tes by San F ra n c is 
co P olice to  get personal possessions out o f his sha t
te red  V ic to r ia n  a p a rtm en t.

The b u ild in g  m ust be dem olished and the m an is 
caught in  a h o rr ib le , te levised gam e o f beat the clock.

He scram bles  g in g e rly  outside w ith  de lica te  fu rn ish 
ings. He appears a t a second-storey w indow , dum ping 
suitcases, dress sh irts  and a ra in bow  o f sweaters to 
the street.

Across the bay in  O akland, is V ic to r Mendonca.
He is one o f fou r m en stand ing  in  fro n t o f M a rtin  

L u th u r K in g  J r. E le m e n ta ry  School, w hich has been 
converted  in to  an ove rflo w in g  Red Cross d isaste r shel
te r.

“ A ll o f a sudden I ’m  homeless and I don’ t know how 
to handle i t , ”  he says. He is he lp ing  three  com panions 
d ra in  tw o bo ttles w rapped in  brow n paper.

The a lcohol has not im proved  th e ir  mood. Overhead 
is the c la tte r  o f he lico p te rs : U.S. P res ident George 
Bush is to u rin g  the h ighw ay collapse about 10 blocks 
aw ay.

“ T e ll George we need m oney,”  says one keeper o f 
the bo ttle .

“ The r ic h  people a re  going to get the m oney,”  says 
M endonca. “ W e’re  gonna get s h it.”

He is a lre ady  p lan n ing  a re tu rn  to his condemned 
a p a rtm e n t. He w il l  sneak past po lice  lines to grab  his 
fish in g  rods and tack le .

He w il l  also take  his fa vo rite  piece o f a r t, w hich 
shows a ca t s ta r in g  h u n g rily  at a go ld fish bowl. “ Just

like  a c a t to do th a t,”  he says.
These, then, a re  the tw o sections o f  the B ay area h it  

ha rdest by the ea rthquake . U n til the d isas te r, the 
M a rin a  D is tr ic t and W est O akland had no th ing  in 
com m on. E ven now, they m ove in  d iffe re n t o rb its .

A  detached house in  the M a rin a  D is tr ic t  costs be
tween $400,000 and $1 m illio n . O r a t least they used to. 
B aseba ll g rea t Joe D im ag g io  lives  the re. O r a t least 
he used to.

San F ranc isco  had an e lab ora te  system  in  p lace 
w ith in  tw o  days o f the quake to inspect the d is tr ic t 
and re tu rn  as m a n y  people hom e as possib le.

The people o f the M a rin a  D is tr ic t  a re  h u rtin g . Some 
seem in  a daze as they w a lk  the frin ges  o f th e ir  da
m aged ne ighborhood.

I t  is no less re a l, o r tra g ic , than the people o f 
O akland.

I f  the re  is a d iffe re n ce , i t  is th a t perhaps the C ity  o f 
O akland is not ju m p in g  as h igh , o r as fa r , fo r its  
homeless.

W hen C aro l T ig e r, 52, snuck back to  he r condem ned 
f if th - f lo o r  a p a rtm e n t, she c e r ta in ly  d id n ’ t have a po
licem a n  and a b u ild in g  inspe c to r a long fo r p ro tec tion .

She grabbed he r va luab les  too: some long sleeved 
sw eaters fo r he r and husband B e n ja m in . H is tw o 
p a irs  o f  steel-toed boots so he cou ld  go back to  w o rk  
a t the sh ipya rds. The life  insu rance  papers fro m  the 
sock d ra w e r.

She d id n ’t get he r photo a lb u m  and she d id n ’t da re  
re tr ie v e  his tools, fa r  too heavy fo r  the weakened 
s ta irs .

“ I  th in k  I m ade the la s t t r ip  in  the re  I ’m  go ing to 
m a ke ,”  she says. “ I  cam e ou t and I was ju s t bathed 
in  s w e a t."

Red Cross she lte r m a nage r Joan R ick  es tim ates 
the re  a re  1,800 hom eless in  O akland she lters.

M ost o f the a tte n tio n  in  O ak land has focused on the 
g r im  re co ve ry  w o rk  a t the ne a rby  h igh w ay collapse.

“ People a re  to ta lly  unaw are  o f w ha t is happen ing 
he re ,”  she says o f the hom eless. “ We need m oney, 
bad .”

F u rth e r  southwest, in  the dow ntow n, Jam es Scott is 
s itt in g  on the s idew a lk  in  fro n t o f dam aged H ote l San 
Pablo. I t  w asn ’ t  ve ry  n ice  be fore  the quake, he says, 
bu t a t least i t  w as an occasional p lace to  sleep.

He was hom eless be fore Tuesday and now he has no 
p lace to  sleep. Some th in gs  don ’t  change.

A n  u n id e n t if ie d  w o m a n  c rie s  a lon e  a lon gs ide  h e r possessions.

H A R O L D  M A N N  R E G I O N A L  P A R K

District moves to halt shore erosion
One side o f H a ro ld  M ann R egion

a l P a rk  w ashing aw ay and needs 
to be s tab ilized , says a pa rks  co
o rd in a to r.

The p a rk  is “ e rod ing  aw ay a t an 
acce le ra ted  speed” , acco rd ing  to 
K e ith  C upp  o f th e  F ra s e r -F o r t  
G eo rge  R e g io n a l D is t r ic t .  C upp 
to ld  d ire c to rs  th is  week about 125 
m eters  o f the shore line  o f the p a rk , 
lo c a te d  e a s t o f  P r in c e  G eo rge  
a long the  G iscom e H ig h w a y  on 
E a g le  L a k e ,  is  w a s h in g  a w a y  
q u ic k ly  and needs to be shored up.

He a ttr ib u te d  the erosion to re 
m o va l o f W illow s, A ld e r, Dogwood 
and P o p la r d u rin g  construc tion  in 
the area, coupled w ith  h igh w a te r 
leve ls  and s tro ng  so u th w e s te rly  
w inds each spring .

D ire c to rs  approved his recom 
m endation  to re -vegetate  the area 
by g rass ing  to slow  ru n -o ff and 
w ave ac tion  w h ile  c re a tin g  a na tu 
ra l sho re line  and p ro v id in g  access 
to the w a te r.

N ecessary g ra d ing  o f the area 
w il l  be done th is  fa ll d u rin g  low- 
w a te r season and the res t o f the

Region
job  w il l  be pu t out to tender.

E s tim a te d  cost is about $9,050.
O ther dam ages su ffe red  in  the 

pa rk  included a snow fence being 
used fo r k in d lin g , p icn ic  tab les tos
sed in to  the lake  and the “ n ig h tly  
disappearance o f to ile t p a p e r.”

In  o the r reg iona l p a rks , van da l
ism  took a h igh  to ll th is  past sum 
m e r even though the reg iona l d is 
t r ic t  h ire d  secu rity  people to re gu 
la r ly  check the areas.

W ilk in s  P a rk , in  the  M iw o r th  
area, was the ha rdest h it  w ith  an 
escaped ca m p fire , sm ashed p a rk  
benches and p ic n ic  ta b le s  and 
damages to foo tpaths by ga llo p ing  
horses.

M c M illa n  P a rk , a t the  top o f the 
c i t y ’ s c u t b a n k s ,  h a d  t a b l e s  
w recked, burned and th row n  ove r 
the bank as w e ll as seve ra l fire s  l i t  
and signs destroyed.

B erm an  Lake had a f ire  set in  a

saw dust p ile  a long w ith  smashed 
tab les w h ile  Ness L a ke  lost tw o 
w a te r  buoys and had a n ch o rin g  
ropes cu t to  re lease the dock out 
in to  the lake.

D ire c to rs  fee l the  cost o f se cu rity  
w il l  con tinue  to  increase w ith  step
ped-up se rv ice  necessary and is re 
questing  s e c u r ity  persons su b m it 
w r it te n  re p o rts  ona re u a lr  basis.

U p to now, they have on ly  sub
m itte d  re po rts  w hen requested.

★ ★ ★
The h is to r ic  H uble  hom estead, 

lo c a te d  a b o u t 40 k m  n o r th  o f  
P rin ce  George is closed to  v is ito rs  
fo r the w in te r .

The h is to r ic  fa rm  se ttin g , be ing 
res to red  by the G iscom e P ortage 
H is to r ic a l S ociety in  con ju nc tion  
w ith  F ra s e r-F o rt George R egional 
D is t irc t  and the B.C. governm ent, 
w il l  reopen ne x t M ay, acco rd ing  to 
J im  Scott, re g iona l d is t r ic t  d ire c to r  
fo r C rooked R iv e r-P a rs n ip  e le c to r
a l area.

S c o t t  to ld  d i r e c to r s  m e e t in g  
T h u rsd ay  the s ite  rece ived  near 
2,000 v is ito rs  th is  past su m m e r, in -

H a s te  n e e d e d  o n  e n v ir o n m e n t
W e’re  ru nn ing  out o f tim e  to deal 

w ith  the idea o f susta inab le  deve l
opm ent, acco rd ing  to UBC p re s i
dent D a v id  S trangw ay.

“ F ro m  a s o c ia l and p o lit ic a l 
v iew  we have on ly  a m a tte r o f a 
few  m onths to a ye a r to cap ita lize  
on the idea before people become 
c y n ic a l,”  S trangw ay to ld  The C it
izen on F r id a y .

“ F ro m  a phys ica l v iew  th ings 
a re  d if fe re n t,”  he said.

“ In  B r it is h  C o lum bia  w e ’re  in 
re la tiv e ly  good shape com pared to 
the res t o f  the w o rld , en v ironm en
ta l ly . ”

S trangw ay, speaking a t the Asso
c ia tio n  o f P rofessiona l E ngineers 
annual convention here, said one 
p rob lem  is th a t people have d if fe r 
ent de fin itio n s  o f “ susta inab le  de
ve lop m en t.”

“ To a m in in g  com pany i t ’s being 
ab le to m ove on to another m ine  
when th is  one is fin ished, to an 
e n v iro n m e n ta lis t i t  m ay be on ly  
do ing th ings to the e a rth  w h ich  
n a tu ra lly  heal. M ost people’s d e fi
n itions  fa l l  som ewhere in  between.

“ H ow ever, the B run d tland  Re
p o rt ( fo r  the U .N . by the fo rm e r 
p r im e  m in is te r  o f  N o rw a y ) has 
cap tu red  the p u b lic  im a g in a tio n  in 
a w ay few  docum ents have, and 
people a re  now search ing  fo r ways 
to  be ab le  to keep go ing, to be able 
to  su s ta in  a c t iv it ie s , and th a t ’s 
new .”

H ow ever, S trangw ay po in ted out 
to  the engineers, M o the r N a tu re  
has done a lo t o f exp e rim e n ting , 
w ith  som e o f the effects e r ra t ic  
and c a ta ly sm ic , lik e  when the lig h t 
o f  the  sun was b locked  ou t fo r 
m ore  than  a ye a r seve ra l hundred 
thousand years ago, k il l in g  o f f  the 
d inosaurs.

He a d m itte d  to the  g roup tha t, as

a g e o p h y s ic is t w ho headed the  
g ro u p  w h i c h  s tu d ie d  s a m p l e s  
b rough t back by the A po llo  as trau- 
nauts fro m  the m oon, and in  his 
studies here on e a rth , “ I ’ve con
cen tra ted  on the f i r s t  4.5 b illio n  
yea rs o f ou r p la n e t’s h is to ry .”

When asked i f  the ra p id  w a rm in g  
o f the e a rth ’s a tm osphere , now un
d e rw ay  and ca lled  the Greenhouse 
E ffe c t,  is re v e rs ib le , S tra n g w a y  
sa id  he doesn’ t w a n t to  spread 
doom and gloom . He instead w a n t
ed to encourage people to  do w ha t 
can be done now, and dea l w ith  en
v iro n m e n ta l p rob lem s and co n flic ts

and, m ost im p o rta n tly , “ to  le a rn  
fro m  the past, ra th e r  than  repea t 
i t . ”

On Venus, he sa id , th e re ’s p ro o f 
o f w h a t the  Greenhouse E ffe c t can 
be lik e , w ith  an a tm osphere  the re  
w a rm e r than  the m e lt in g  po in t o f 
lead, m e lt in g  the  so lde r on a Soviet 
s p a c e c ra ft w h ic h  landed  on the  
p lanet.

“ T h e re ’s an a rg u m e n t w h th e r 
n a tu re  w o rks  by  c a ta ly s m ic  events 
o r as a con tinuea l process, bu t i t  
d o esn ’ t  r e a l ly  m a t te r .  R and om  
events a re  a m a jo r  p a r t o f  the 
e a rth ’s processes.”

e lud ing  about 300 a t the o ff ic ia l 
opening in  Septem ber.

The h e ritage  fa rm  site , located 
on the banks o f the F ra s e r R ive r, 
dates back to 1906 when A lb e r t H u
ble began construc tion  on the log 
fa rm  house w ith  hand tools.

D ire c to rs  a re  anx ious fo r  the 
B.C. h igh w ay  m in is try  to pu t up 
“ Closed fo r the Season”  signs so 
people don’ t m ake the fo u r-m ile  
t r ip  in to  the s ite  fro m  H ighw a y 97 
n o rth  fo r  no th ing.

★ ★ ★
A proposed e le c tr if ic a tio n  p ro je c t 

fo r the N o rm an  Lake area, th rough 
F F G R D , has been p u t on ho ld  
pending tw o studies.

R esidents in  the area opposing 
the p ro je c t have asked fo r a study 
on  th e  p o s s i b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t  
im p a c t o f b r in g in g  power to the 
area.

In  the m ean tim e , F F G R D  is con
d u c t in g  an  e c o n o m ic  a n a ly s is  
based on cost figu res supplied by 
B.C. H ydro .

D ire c to rs  agreed no fu r th e r  steps 
w il l  be taken u n til both stud ies are 
com ple ted .

★ ★ ★

M c B rid e  H o sp ita l has sold its  
p h a rm a cy  to  a p r iv a te  ph a rm a c is t 
w ho in tends to take  ove r the busi
ness a t the end o f th is  m onth.

T h e  h o s p ita l  e s ta b lis h e d  th e  
p h a rm a cy  some tim e  ago when the 
tow n was le f t  w ith o u t a d ru g  store.

W e a t h e r
Im m e d ia te  P rince  George area : 

Increas ing  clouds today w il l  lead 
to periods o f ra in  beginn ing th is  
a fternoon, says the w eatherm an. 
T o n igh t clouds are expected along 
w ith  showers and snow a t h igher 
levels.

Periods o f ra in  are expected to 
continue Sunday w ith  c loudy skies 
and a con tinu ing  chance o f snow at 
h igher levels.

Chances o f  p re c ip ita tio n  are 90 
per cent fo r th is  a fternoon, 90 per 
cent ton igh t and 80 pe r cen t Sun
day.

T o day ’s h igh should be 8, d rop 
ping down to an o ve rn igh t low  o f 3. 
Sunday’s h igh  is expected to be 7.

F r id a y ’s h igh  was 8.9 and the 
o ve rn igh t low  was 2.8. There  was
3.2 m m  o f ra in  and no sunshine re 
corded a t the w ea the r o ffice .

A yea r ago today the h igh  was
12.2 and the o ve rn igh t low  was 4. 
There was 2.9 m m  o f ra in  and 3.1 
hours o f sunshine recorded a t the 
w ea ther o ffice .

The sun w il l  set to n igh t a t 6:00 
and rise  Sunday a t 7:52. Sunset 
Sunday w il l  be a t 5:58 and sunrise 
M onday a t 7:54.

C h ilco tin -C a rib o o : C loudy w ith  
fog patches th is  m o rn ing . Periods 
o f ra in  th is  afternoon. H igh  8, to
n igh t, c loudy w ith  showers. Snow 
flu r r ie s  a t h igh e r e leva tions. Low  
4. Sunday, c loudy w ith  a few show
e rs . M o rn in g  snow  f lu r r ie s  a t 
h igh e r e leva tions. H igh  7. P ro b a b il
i ty  o f p re c ip ita tio n  100 pe r cen t to
day, 90 to n igh t and 80 Sunday.

Supported by 
The Prince G eorge Citizen

Foster Care
i l  You can make 
1 1  a difference.

FRED WALLS 
WINTER HOURS

SALES & LEASING
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m 

QUALITY CARE CENTRE 
Monday - Saturday 7:00 a.m. • 6:00 p.m. 

PARTS
Monday - Saturday 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

HEAVY TRUCK SERVICE 
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

FIRST CHOICE AUTOBODY
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

FRED W ALLS

3 BOO WALLS

A  S O N
l t d .  j$L

,C E  G E O R G E ’S  '  
C A R  D E A L E R  j
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WORD OF MOUTH
presented by 

College o f D enta l Surgeons o f B.C.

C H I L D R E N ’S  D E N T A L  E M E R G E N C I E S
The beginning o f  a new school year brings to m ind  schoolyard activities and 
unfortunate in juries to the m outh that may be sustained from  energetic play. 
When a dental trauma occurs as the result o f  an accident, a litt le  knowledge may 
prevent permanent damage to your ch ild ’s teeth and mouth.
Johnny falls on the school steps and bangs a fron t tooth, which later turns dark. 
The discoloration is an indica tion that the pulp, o r soft inner tissue, o f  the tooth 
has been injured. The damaged pu lp represents a possible source o f  infection that 
should be assessed and m onitored by a dentist. S im ilarly, i f  the tooth is loosened 
in an accident, immediate attention is also required. The dentist may recommend 
attaching a splin t to the tooth to prevent its loss.
W hat i f  your child  has a tooth knocked out by accident? I f  it is a permanent tooth, 
there is a good chance it can be successfully replanted i f  you act quickly. A  clean 
tooth should be placed back in the tooth socket —  i f  it  is not too painful and the 
ch ild  is old enough to hold it  in place —  otherwise, deposit it in a container o f  
m ilk . In either case, do not clean or handle the tooth roots, and take the ch ild  and 
tooth to the dentist immediately. The child should receive professional attention 
w ith in  30 m inutes for best results; the prognosis, i f  treatment is delayed beyond 2 
hours, is not good.
I f  your child  knocks a “ baby”  tooth out, take h im  or her to the dentist as soon as 
possible fo r exam ination, but don’t expect the tooth to  be put back. Bring the 
tooth w ith  you so the dentist can see i f  the whole tooth came out o r whether it 
broke inside the gums. A space m aintainer may be recommended to replace the 
tooth un til the permanent tooth comes in, thus keeping the rem aining teeth from  
d r iftin g  out o f  place.
Injuries that result in a broken tooth should be attended to right away. Gently 
clean any d ir t o r debris from  the injured area w ith  warm water. A pp ly  cold com 
presses or ice to the face over the in jured tooth to keep swelling down, and take the 
ch ild  im m ediate ly to  the dentist for exam ination. A  crown o r cap may be required 
i f  the damage is severe, but m ino r restorations may be made by “ bonding”  plastic 
material to the tooth.
N oth ing short o f  locking children in the ir room w ill keep them completely safe 
from  oral in jury. However, by teaching them to play safely in  the schoolyard, 
w hile skateboarding, bicycling o r d iv ing  in to  the sw im m ing pool, you can help 
protect them. Discourage children from  eating hard items such as popcorn ker
nels, ice or nutshells. Make sure seat belts, sports mouthguards, and approved 
infant carseats are used. And if. despite your good advice, your ch ild  sustains oral 
in jury, know what to do to give h im  or her the best chance fo r permanent recovery. 
Information within this column is not intended to diagnose or plan treatment; 
readers should consult their dentist for individual dental care. Readers' questions 
are welcome. Please write: Word of Mouth, College of Dental Surgeons of B.C., 
1125 W. 8th Ave., Vancouver, B.C., V6H 3N4.


