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PRESTON MANNING’S REFORM PARTY

A modern David takes on Goliath

By Larry Johnsrude

CALGARY (CP) — The slender,
youthful-looking man in the baggy
blue pinstripe suit doesn’t look like
a revolutionary.

Small-faced and bookish-looking
behind large wire-framed glasses,
Preston Manning seems like some-
one who should be speaking to a
Rotary Club instead of leading a
political insurrection.

But he figures Canada is about
due for another western-generated
political upheaval. First came the
Riel rebellion, he says, followed
every 20 years or so by some other
populist movement bucking the na-
tional trend.

This time, says Preston Manning,
it’s his turn.

It may be an unorthodox histori-
cal interpretation, but the 47-year-
old leader of the upstart western-
rights Reform party is no stranger
to unorthodox politics.

A year after he was born, his fa-
ther, Emest Manning, became pre-
mier of Alberta and leader of the
province’s Social Credit party. The
senior Manning governed the prov-
ince for 25 years, and growing up
in that environment left a lasting
impression on his son.

‘‘What drives me?’’ Preston
Manning asks through a toothy,
crooked smile, gazing out the win-
dow of his eighth-floor Calgary of-
fice during a recent interview.

“It’s the feeling of unfairness
westerners have about the way they
have historically been treated by
the power brokers in Central Cana-
M-l’

That feeling is exemplified in the
Reform party’s forceful slogan, The
West Wants In!

In the 30 months since the Re-
form party was founded to address
western alienation, membership has
burgeoned, particularly in Alberta
where the party is a growing politi-
cal force.

Deborah Grey became the party’s
first MP when she won a northern
Alberta byelection last spring. And
Reform candidate Stan Waters easi-
ly won an election last fall to fill
Alberta’s Senate vacancy, although
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney has
yet to appoint Waters to the upper
chamber.

Many attribute the party’s rise in
prominence to Manning himself.

“Preston is a visionary,” says
Dianne Ablonczy, a Calgary lawyer

Reform Party leader Preston Ma

changed by the power brokers of Central Canada.

and the party’s chairman, ‘‘He’s a
very shrewd, strategic and knowl-
edgeable person.’’

The Reform party’s main planks
are aimed at making Canada’s
elected representatives more ac-
countable to the people and the re-
gions. It supports an elected, pow-
erful Senate with equal representa-
tion from each province, and it
wants to make members of Parlia-
ment answer to the electorate at
times other than elections.

The party would require MPs to
canvass their constituents through
public opinion polls or referendums
on major issues, and vote accord-
ingly. Constituents could petition to
have their member ousted if he or
she didn’t vote according to their
wishes.

‘‘(Only) one in four Canadians
agrees with Meech Lake and 70 to
80 per cent of people are against
the goods and services tax, and

both are being forced on Canadi-
ans,’”’ says Manning. ‘‘People are
showing their frustration.’’

Reform party members oppose'

legislated bilingualism and the
Meech Lake constitutional accord.
They think Quebec should secede
if it can’t stay in Canada without
special status.

Political foes have characterized
the Reform party as separatist, in-
tolerant and anti-Quebec. Former
Liberal MP Stan Roberts, a party
founder defeated by Manning in
the first Reform leadership race,
criticized the executive as a bunch
of anti-French fanatics.

But Manning seems to have
avoided being pinned with such la-
bels.

“I think they haven't stuck be-
cause of his very considerable po-
litical skill,”’ says Roger Gibbins, a
political science professor at the
University of Calgary.
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Vancouver, B.C.

Northern Greens
Limited Partnership

500 Partnership Units
$13,200 per Unit (US Dollars)

The Northern Greens Limited Partnership was formed
to purchase a 420 suite rental project in Glendale,
Arizona, a suburb of Phoenix.

» strategic international location with growth potential
» positive cash flow for five years
* 5 - year gross rental guarantee

« tax treatments of investments

» 100% financing available

Rod Pennington
will be in Prince George Friday, March 16th to
Tuesday, March 20th to answer all your inquiries.
For an appointment please call 964-1858

A preliminary prospectus relating to these securities has been filed with Securities Commissions in British Columbia and Alberta,
but has not yet become final for the purpose of a distribution to the public. This advertisement shall not constitute an offer to sell
or the solicitation of an offer to buy, nor shall there be any sale or an acceptance of an offer to buy those securities in any province
of Canada prior to the time a receipt for the final prospectus or other authorization is obtained from the Securities Commission or

similar authority in such Province.
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SHOULD I SEND IN MY RETURN
NOW, OR WAIT TILLIGET ALL
MY INFORMATION SLIPS?

At tax time, many people want to send
in their return quickly, especially if
they're getting a refund. And that's a
good idea, as long as you have all your
information slips and required receipts.
By including all the pertinent
information and papers, you'll help us
process the return faster, and that
means you should receive your refund
sooner. And make sure you inform
Revenue Canada by mail, if you have a
change of address. That way, you'll get
your refund as quickly and directly as
possible. Also, if we know about your
move, we can make sure you get the
proper guides you need next year.

WHAT GUIDES DO I NEED?

Revenue Canada produces a variety
of special guides for people with
different income situations. There's an
employment expenses guide, a guide
for pensions and one for new
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Canadians, to name a few. Check
the list in your General Guide. If
there’s one you need, contact your
District Taxation Office or call the
special ‘‘request for forms' number
listed there.

WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR?

This year, the tax table, which gives
you an automatic calculation of the
tax you pay, has been extended to
include tax calculations for incomes
of up to $55,605. This will save
many people from having to do the
detailed tax calculation. Calculating
your Canada Savings Bonds interest
has also been made easier in this
year’s form.

WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?

Check your General Tax Guide. It has
most of the answers you'll need, but
if you still have questions, contact
your local District Taxation Office and
talk to the people at Revenue Canada
Taxation. They're People with Answers.
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