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By Larry Johnsrude
CALGARY (CP) —  The slender, 

youthful-looking man in the baggy 
blue pinstripe suit doesn’t look like 
a revolutionary.

Small-faced and bookish-looking 
behind large wire-framed glasses, 
Preston Manning seems like some­
one who should be speaking to a 
Rotary Club instead of leading a 
political insurrection.

But he figures Canada is about 
due for another western-generated 
political upheaval. First came the 
Riel rebellion, he says, followed 
every 20 years or so by some other 
populist movement bucking the na­
tional trend.

This time, says Preston Manning, 
i t ’s his turn.

It may be an unorthodox histori­
cal interpretation, but the 47-year- 
old leader of the upstart westem- 
rights Reform party is no stranger 
to unorthodox politics.

A year after he was bom, his fa­
ther, Ernest Manning, became pre­
mier of Alberta and leader of the 
province’s Social Credit party. The 
senior Manning governed the prov­
ince for 25 years, and growing up 
in that environment left a lasting 
impression on his son.

‘ ‘What drives me?”  Preston 
Manning asks through a toothy, 
crooked smile, gazing out the win­
dow of his eighth-floor Calgary of­
fice during a recent interview.

“ It ’s the feeling of unfairness 
westerners have about the way they 
have historically been treated by 
the power brokers in Central Cana­
da.”

That feeling is exemplified in the 
Reform party’s forceful slogan, The 
West Wants In!

In the 30 months since the Re­
form party was founded to address 
western alienation, membership has 
burgeoned, particularly in Alberta 
where the party is a growing politi­
cal force.

Deborah Grey became the party’s 
first MP when she won a northern 
Alberta byelection last spring. And 
Reform candidate Stan Waters easi­
ly won an election last fall to fill 
Alberta’s Senate vacancy, although 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney has 
yet to appoint Waters to the upper 
chamber.

Many attribute the party’s rise in 
prominence to Manning himself.

“ Preston is a visionary,”  says 
Dianne Ablonczy, a Calgary lawyer

Reform Party leader Preston M anning Is driven by the belief westerners have been short­
changed by the pow er brokers of Central Canada.
and the party’s chairman. “ He’s a 
very shrewd, strategic and knowl­
edgeable person.”

The Reform party’s main planks 
are aimed at making Canada’s 
elected representatives more ac­
countable to the people and the re­
gions. It supports an elected, pow­
erful Senate with equal representa­
tion from each province, and it 
wants to make members of Parlia­
ment answer to the electorate at 
times other than elections.

The party would require MPs to 
canvass their constituents through 
public opinion polls or referendums 
on major issues, and vote accord­
ingly. Constituents could petition to 
have their member ousted i f  he or 
she didn’t vote according to their 
wishes.

“ (Only) one in four Canadians 
agrees with Meech Lake and 70 to 
80 per cent of people are against 
the goods and services tax, and

both are being forced on Canadi­
ans,”  says Manning. “ People are 
showing their frustration.”

Reform party members oppose 
legislated bilingualism and the 
Meech Lake constitutional accord. 
They think Quebec should secede 
i f  it can’ t stay in Canada without 
special status.

Political foes have characterized 
the Reform party as separatist, in­
tolerant and anti-Quebec. Former 
Liberal MP Stan Roberts, a party 
founder defeated by Manning in 
the first Reform leadership race, 
criticized the executive as a bunch 
of anti-French fanatics.

But Manning seems to have 
avoided being pinned with such la­
bels.

“ I think they haven’t stuck be­
cause of his very considerable po­
litical skill,”  says Roger Gibbins, a 
political science professor at the 
University of Calgary.

YOUR 1989 INCOME TAX RETURN

H A Y W O O D
S E C U R I T I E S  I N C .

Vancouver, B.C.

N o rth e rn  G reens 

L im ite d  P artnership
500 Partnership Units 

$13,200 per Unit (US Dollars)
The Northern Greens Limited Partnership was formed 
to purchase a 420 suite rental project in Glendale, 
Arizona, a suburb of Phoenix.
• strategic international location with growth potential
• positive cash flow for five years
• 5 - year gross rental guarantee
• tax treatments of investments
• 100% financing available

Rod Pennington
will be in Prince George Friday, March 16th to 

Tuesday, March 2()tli to answer all your inquiries. 
For an appointment please call 964-1858

A  p r e lim in a r y  p ro sp ectu s  re la t in g  to  th e ie  s e c u ritie s  h a s  b e e n  f i le d  w ith  S e c u rit ie s  C o m m is s io n s  in  B r it is h  C o lu m b ia  an d  A lb e r ta ,  
b u t has n o t  y e t  b e c o m e  f in a l  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  a  d is tr ib u t io n  to  th e  p u b lic .  T h is  a d v e r t is e m e n t s h a ll n o t  c o n s titu te  a n  o f fe r  to  s e ll 
o r  th e  s o lic ita tio n  o f  a n  o f fe r  to  b u y , n o r  s h a ll th e re  b e  a n y  sa le  o r  a n  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a n  o f f e r  t o  b u y  th o s e  s e c u ritie s  in  a n y  p ro v in c e  
o f  C a n a d a  p r io r  to  th e  t im e  a  re c e ip t f o r  th e  f in a l  p ro s p e c tu i o r  o th e r  a u th o r iz a t io n  is o b ta in e d  f r o m  th e  S e c u r it ie s  C o m m is s io n  o r  
s im ila r  a u th o r ity  in  such P ro v in c e .

PEOPLE W ITH  QUESTIONS
SHOULD I SEND IN MY RETURN 
NOW, OR WAIT TILL I GET ALL 
MY INFORMATION SLIPS?
A t  t a x  t i m e ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  w a n t  t o  s e n d  
in  t h e i r  r e t u r n  q u ic k ly ,  e s p e c ia l l y  if  
t h e y ’ r e  g e t t i n g  a  r e f u n d .  A n d  t h a t ’s  a  
g o o d  i d e a ,  a s  l o n g  a s  y o u  h a v e  a l l  y o u r  
i n f o r m a t io n  s l ip s  a n d  r e q u i r e d  r e c e ip t s .  
B y  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p a p e r s ,  y o u ’ ll h e l p  u s  
p r o c e s s  t h e  r e t u r n  f a s t e r ,  a n d  t h a t  
m e a n s  y o u  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  y o u r  r e f u n d  
s o o n e r .  A n d  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  in f o r m  
R e v e n u e  C a n a d a  b y  m a i l ,  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  
c h a n g e  o f  a d d r e s s .  T h a t  w a y , y o u ’ ll g e t  
y o u r  r e f u n d  a s  q u ic k l y  a n d  d i r e c t l y  a s  
p o s s ib le .  A ls o ,  i f  w e  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u r  
m o v e ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  g e t  t h e  
p r o p e r  g u i d e s  y o u  n e e d  n e x t  y e a r .

WHAT GUIDES DO  I NEED?
R e v e n u e  C a n a d a  p r o d u c e s  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  s p e c i a l  g u i d e s  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  
d i f f e r e n t  i n c o m e  s i t u a t io n s .  T h e r e ’s  a n  
e m p l o y m e n t  e x p e n s e s  g u id e ,  a  g u i d e  
f o r  p e n s i o n s  a n d  o n e  f o r  n e w

C a n a d ia n s ,  t o  n a m e  a  fe w . C h e c k  
t h e  l is t  in  y o u r  G e n e r a l  G u id e .  I f  
t h e r e ’s  o n e  y o u  n e e d ,  c o n t a c t  y o u r  
D i s t r i c t  T a x a t io n  O f f i c e  o r  c a l l  t h e  
s p e c i a l  “ r e q u e s t  f o r  f o r m s ”  n u m b e r  
l i s t e d  t h e r e .

W HAT ’S NEW  THIS YEAR?
T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  t a x  t a b l e ,  w h i c h  g iv e s  
y o u  a n  a u t o m a t i c  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t a x  y o u  p a y , h a s  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  
i n c l u d e  t a x  c a l c u l a t i o n s  f o r  i n c o m e s  
o f  u p  t o  $ 5 5 , 6 0 5 .  T h i s  w il l  s a v e  
m a n y  p e o p l e  f r o m  h a v in g  t o  d o  t h e  
d e t a i l e d  t a x  c a l c u l a t i o n .  C a l c u l a t i n g  
y o u r  C a n a d a  S a v in g s  B o n d s  i n t e r e s t  
h a s  a l s o  b e e n  m a d e  e a s i e r  in  t h is  
y e a r ’s  f o r m .

WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?
C h e c k  y o u r  G e n e r a l  T a x  G u id e .  I t  h a s  
m o s t  o f  t h e  a n s w e r s  y o u ’ ll n e e d ,  b u t  
i f  y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  q u e s t io n s ,  c o n t a c t  
y o u r  lo c a l  D i s t r i c t  T a x a t io n  O f f i c e  a n d  
t a l k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  R e v e n u e  C a n a d a  
T a x a t io n .  T h e y ’r e  P e o p le  w i t h  A n s w e r s .

P R E S T O N  M A N N IN G ’S  R E F O R M  P A R T Y

A modern David takes on Goliath


