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N a tio n a l
B.C. MAN ‘DIDN’T UNDERSTAND RIGHTS’

Supreme Court acquits confessed murderer
b y  S T E P H E N  B I N D M A N  

Southam  N ew s
O T T A W A  —  T h e  Supreme 

Co u rt o f Canada has acquitted a 
brain-damaged British C olum bia 
man w h o  confessed to the brutal 
m urder o f two wom en.

Th e  country’s top court ruled 
Th u rsd a y that the confessions 
made by W esley Gareth Evans, 
w ho is borderline mentally re­
tarded, were “ highly unreliable”  
because police lied to him  and 
d id n ’t ensure he understood his 
constitutional right to contact a 
lawyer.

Ad m itting  the confessions w ould 
bring the “ administration o f ju s­
tice into disrepute,”  M adam  Jus­
tice Beverley M cLa c h lin  said in 
the unanimous ruling throw ing out

his two convictions for first-degree 
murder.

“ O ne can appreciate the pres­
sure the police were under to find 
a suspect in these tw o terrible k il­
lings,”  wrote M cLachlin .

“ But that did not justify their 
conducting repeated and dishonest 
interrogations of a weak person in 
violation o f his charter rights . . . 
Fe w  things could be m ore calcu­
lated to bring the administration of 
justice into disrepute than to per­
m it the imprisonment o f a man 
without a fair trial.”

Evans, now 26 but with the 
emotional level o f a 14 year old, 
and his brother were arrested in 
August 1985 by Matsqui police.

Although police told Evans he 
was being arrested for trafficking

in marijuana, they hoped he would 
be able to provide evidence against 
his brother, w ho was then the main 
suspect in the murders of Lavonnc 
W illem s and Beverley Seto.

W ille m s’s body was discovered 
N o v . 24, 1984, in a Matsqui home 
she was watching while its owners 
were on vacation. She had been 
stabbed 25 times.

Several months later in M arch 
1985, Seto’s body was discovered 
in the bedroom o f a new ly-con­
structed house in Abbotsford. A  
real estate agent, she had been 
conducting an open house when 
she died o f m ultiple stab wounds.

W hen police asked Evans, who 
suffered brain damage when he 
was hit by a truck at age 9, if  he

understood his rights, he said he 
d idn’t.

Despite that, the police con­
tinued to question him , placed an 
undercover officer in his jail cell, 
took him  to the murder scenes, had 
him interviewed by a police doc­
tor, taped a conversation with his 
brother and eventually obtained a 
written two-paragraph confession.

A t  one point, the police “ lied”  
and told him his fingerprints had 
been found in the home where 
Seto had been killed.

Although Evans initially denied 
his guilt, he eventually confessed 
to the undercover agent and told 
detectives “ I was going to kill 
again but I didn’t have anyone 
picked out.”

He eventually signed a written

confession and told the doctor he 
had killed the two women because 
o f his frustration with women in 
general.

But M cLachlin  said the police 
should have explained to Evans his 
right to counsel both when he was 
first arrested and later when the 
suspicion shifted from trafficking 
to murder.

“ A  person who does not under­
stand his or her rights cannot be 
expected to assert it.

“ Where, as here, there is a posi­
tive indication that the accused 
does not understand his right to 
counsel, the police cannot rely on 
their mechanical recitation of the 
right to the accused. Th e y  must

take steps to facilitate that under­
standing.”

D uring  the taped conversation 
with his brother, Evans said he un­
derstood his right to remain silent 
because " I  watch T V  man, I know  
what’s goin ’ on.”

But M cLachlin  said “ a garbled 
version based on Am erican televi­
sion”  was not proof that he under­
stood he was entitled to speak to a 
lawyer before talking to police.

“ There can be no greater unfair­
ness to an accused to convict him  
by use o f unreliable evidence. 
Here (E va n s’s) deficient mental 
state, combined with the circum ­
stances in which the statements 
were taken, cast significant doubt 
on their reliability.”

R egulator shuts d o w n  trust c o m p a n y
b y  B E R T R A N D  M A R O T T E  

S outham  New s
T O R O N T O  —  Standard Tru st, 

already reeling from allegations of 
securities violations and its parent 
com pany facing bankruptcy pro­
ceedings, was shut dow n Thursday 
b y  a federal regulator.

T h e  m ove means that the 30 
deposit-taking branches and seven 
mortgage offices o f Toronto-based 
Standard Tru st C o . across the 
country w ill be closed until further 
notice.

M ichael M ackenzie, Canada’s 
superintendent o f financial institu­
tions, finally acted after closely 
m onitoring the beleaguered trust’s 
affairs for the last several months.

N a n c y  M u rp h y , spokesperson 
for the superintendent’s office in 
Ottaw a, said the uncertainty 
caused by the bankruptcy proceed­
ings contributed to the decision.

“ T h is  com pany’s financial con­
dition dictated that it was time for 
the superintendent to take con­
tro l,”  she said.

She said that the erosion of 
Standard’s capital base had be­
com e too threatening to the secu­
rity  o f depositors’ m oney.

T h e  office o f the superintendent 
appointed accounting firm  Ernst &  
Y o u n g  as its agent, and offices 
were closed yesterday for auditing 
purposes, M u rp h y said.

She could not say when 
branches, m ostly in rural Ontario, 
w ill reopen.

“ (Ernst &  Y o u n g ) don’t want to 
keep anybody on tenterhooks for 
any length o f tim e,”  she said. 
“ B ut the w ork is done when the 
w o rk  is done.”

Finance M inister M ichael W il ­
son said in a statement: “ Efforts 
are continuing to find ways of re­
solving this situation in an orderly 
manner, with the aim  o f maintain­

ing the elements of the business 
with the least possible uncertainty 
and disruption for employees and 
clients.”

W ilson said he has authorized 
the Canadian Deposit Insurance 
Corp. to provide advances to in ­
sured depositors in “ special hard­
ship circumstances.”

A s  a member of the Canadian 
Deposit Insurance C o rp ., Standard 
Tru st is covered for accounts of up 
to $60,000.

C D I C  has intervened to help 
m any other troubled banks and 
trusts in the past.

Standard’s controlling share­
holder is Toronto-based holding 
com pany Rom an C orp Ltd .

“ O u r feeling is one o f disap­
pointm ent,”  said E d  Shiller, 
spokesman for Helen R om an-B ar- 
ber, chairman and chief executive 
o f Rom an.

“ W e  thought it was understood 
that Standard was on its w ay to re­
co very,”  he said.

Depositors at Standard are being 
told to call an 800 num ber to get 
details on what the closings mean 
for their deposits, M urph y said.

W ith  $1.2 billion in deposits, 
Standard is the ninth largest trust 
in Canada. It took a bad hit last 
year as a result o f a series o f prob­
lem real estate loans.

R o y  Firth, senior vice-president 
for marketing and development at 
Montreal-based Laurentian Bank 
o f Canada, said “ W e  haven’t 
given up”  on a proposed bail out 
o f the company.

B u t he added that the deal as 
originally proposed w ould appear 
to be dead.

Laurentian had agreed to buy the 
troubled trust com pany unit from 
parent Standard Trustco Ltd . for 
about $55 m illion. Th e  deal in­
cluded all 30 branches and seven

C a b i n e t  s h u ff le  d e l a y e d
O T T A W A  (C P )  —  Prim e M in is­

ter B rian M u lro n e y returned to O t ­
tawa late Thursday from his ailing 
m other’s bedside in Florida and 
quick ly  ruled out a cabinet shuffle 
for today.

In brief remarks at Canadian 
Forces Base Uplands upon his ar­
rival, M ulroney said he wanted to 
consult key advisers before an­
nouncing a shuffle.

H e has spent the last three days 
with his mother in Florida. H e  was 
working on the shuffle before his 
mother’s heart attack and his sud­
den departure to be w ith her, he 
said.

Senior officials in M u lro n e y’s 
office began Thursday calling the 
ministers involved in the shuffle 
and told them either to remain in 
the capital, or to return.

“ T h e y  are all in town or getting 
on planes,”  said an aide to one 
minister w ho received such a call.

To p p in g  the list for a m ove was 
Joe C la rk . Sources said C lark was 
leaving the external affairs port­
folio after almost seven years in 
the jo b  to take on federal-provin­
cial relations.

C lark  is respected in Quebec —  
an essential requirement for any­
one taking on the job.

S I U ' S  W I N D S H I E L D  
*  U P H O L S T E R Y  L T D .

is pleased to announce

D a r e l  M a r t e l l

(20 years experience)
C h r i s  D o n a i s

(15 years experience)
Stu’s Windshield & Upholstery welcomes Darel 

and Chris, well known windshield, residential, & 
commercial installers to his shop. For all your 

glass needs see the experienced professionals at:

S T U ' S  W I N D S H I E L D  
S t  U P H O L S T E R Y  L T D .

Locally owned & operated
1757 S. Nicholson 563-9248

mortgage offices and most assets 
o f Standard Tru s t C o .

Standard w ould have bought 
back the trust’s non-performing 
loans, leaving it with bad real 
estate loans and debt load.

Standard T ru st has about $350 
m illion of bad assets.

Standard Tru stc o ’s angry credi­
tors, owed about $100 m illion, 
said that such an agreement was

unacceptable, and on Wednesday 
they asked the courts to appoint a 
receiver so that they can take over 
Standard Trustco.

Th e  creditors —  led by the 
Montreal-based Caisse centrale 
Desjardins, the Bank o f T o k y o  C a ­
nada and Swiss Bank Corp. (Cana­
da) —  said the deal with Lauren­
tian would essentially leave them 
with nothing.

Did you know B.C’s Children’s Hospital is a 240-bed facility 
that serves patients from birth to age 16 
from communities throughout B.C.? ChHdren’S Hospital

Thla ip«c« haa baan donated by Tha Prlnca Gaorga CltUan Pulling ‘-mill's bj< k where lhey belong

USED CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIAL FOR SALE

S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  2 0 t h  

9 : 0 0  a . m .  - 4 : 0 0  p . m .

WINDOWS -  2x4’s  -  INSULATION -  
COPPER PIPE -  COPPER FITTINGS

M C D O N A L D

H O T E L
1090 3rd Avenue

A T T E N T I O N

M U S IC IA N S  & V O C A U S 1 S
y o u  are invited to attend an informational meeting 
sponsored by the American Federation of Musicians 
of the U.S. and Canada at the Yellowhead Inn on 
Wednesday, April 24th, 1991.
Two meetings are scheduled to take place to 
accommodate all interested parties. The purpose of 
these meetings is to inform musicians/vocalists of the 
many new services offered by the A.F.M. to its 
members.

MEETINGS TO TAKE PLACE AT:
Yellowhead Inn (Colum bia Room)
1445 W. Central, Prince George 

Wednesday, A pril 24th 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

DOUG KARIEL 564-4773

INTEREST FREE RIKE CLEARANCE
A LL  SCO TT, A S C EN TE, & N E V A D A  M O U N TA IN  B IK E S . M IN IU M  $2 5 0 .0 0  P U R C H A S E  O .A .C .

S PR IN G  CLEARANCE

12 Speed Boys & Girls

24" MOUNTAIN HIKES
Shimano Shifting/Farmer John' Tlrea, 

Lifetime Frame Warranty. Unaurrpasaed Valua

$24900 CASH'N CARRY s179|

12 speed4 suimnno
reader. Mens & Womans

UNTAIN RIKES
Shimano Shifting, All Tonain 

Tlrea. Lifetime Frame Wananty 
& Free 60 Day Check-Up. Stylish 

Functional and Very Affordable

CASH'N CARRY 199,st
50% OFF

MHTTrV
JORSA HELMET
irodynamlc, cooling vents 
'►JSI & SNELL approved.

■ W w e iw N t.)

U SA Pircaon Dwĝ WcrtJ hrtcran*

18 Speed Shimano 227NI

MOUNTAIN BIKES
Shimano S.I.S. Hyperglide Shitting. Chromoly 

Seat Tube, Quick Release Hub. Lifetime 
Frame Wanranty & Free 60 Day Check-Up. 

Quality You Can Alwaya Depend On.

„  NO PAYMENTS C RP
Reg NO INTEREST ' V n M

►340 00 T IL L  AUGUST i V V l

Speed

MOUNTAIN BIKES
Shimano S.I.S. Shitting. Chromoly Seat Tube 

Alloy Rims, Hubs, and Crank. Lifetime Frame 
Warnanty & Free 60 Day Check-Up.Designed 
To Give You Years of Trouble Free En|oyment

„  NO PAYMENTS f t  86
Rcg NO INTEREST 57  | Q 0C
4? ^00 'T ILL AUQUST V V V l

CLEARANCE Add $5.00 tor colo'ad
SPRING CLEARANCE

Speed Shimano LX Rapidfire 667NT

MOUNTAIN BIKES
Tange Lugless Chromoly Frame, Shimano 

:age 300 U< Component Group. Alloy Araya 
Rims 4 QR Alloy Hub. Lifetime Frame 

Warranty & Free 60 Day Check-Up. The 
Latest In Component Technology

D NO PAYMENTS C j f t f t M
Reg NO INTEREST * A C K |  

$630 00 -TILL AUQUST W w i

S C O T T
21 Speed Shimano L.X.Rapidfire Sawtooth

MOUNTAIN BIKES
Chromoly O S. frame,Shimano S.T.I.
300 LX component group. Lifetime 

Frame Warranty & Free 60 Day 
Check-Up. A Dynamic Combination for 

the Most Discriminating Rider

D NO PAYMENTS
Reg NO INTEREST 

$655 00 T IL L  AUGUST V V V l

S C O T T
21 Speed Shimano 500 L.X.Rapidfire Montana

MOUNTAIN BIKES
Tange OS. Chromoly frame, Shimano S.T.I. 
500LX component group. Lifetime Frame 
Warranty & Free 60 Day Check-Up. One 

of the Most Popular Mountain Bikes
_ NO PAYMENTS C ^ S p ft f lQ
Reg NO INTEREST 

$760.00 T IL L  AUGUST V  I  W l

S C O T T
21 Speed Shimano LX Rapidfire Boulder

MOUNTAIN BIKES
Tango O S. Chromoly Framo, Shimano Deore 
LX & DX Component Group. Lightweight - 

28 3 lbs. Lifetime Frame Warranty &
Free 60 Day Check-Up. The Ultimate 

Off-Road Creation
NO PAYMENTS t f i J f t R f l  

Reg NO INTEREST * J M  Q  
>910.00 T IL L  JULY I I  I  V D

; n ) n n

i r r rm

Reg. $185

j p . A .  U L T T H H U H E B S
rrorid class inline Roller Skates

Skate Attack
Eerformance bearings, wheels, boots 
rnd frame. Jr & adult sizes

Reg. to $fft.oo CLEARANCE
1 M M  I T T —

B a u e r  p r e s is io n
XF3 Inline Roller Skates

Performance plus.. Freestyle 
colors & graphics, new super 
light chassis

CLEARANCE i 5 9 ?
■  ii i ' n i —  

rauer p re s is io n
XS5 Inline Roller Skates

Top of the line performance 
aerodynamlcally designer 
and Presision manufactured 
from advanced gless filled 
nylon composite.

Reg. $225.00 CLEARANCE i  99. 
Shop Sport Mart for

I N L I N E  R O L L E R  S K A T E S  
&  A C C E S S O R IE S

Kneepads, Wristpads, Wheels, Bearings.

NOW ON SALE

D D IA IfE  C E A D C E  C A O .Q Q Q O  now i locations in bc: Vancouver.— 873-6737
r K IN V E  U i v K u E  9 0 4  0 0 0 7  kamook 374-3412 surrey 5821133

VICTORIA ST. (next to Wendy’s) CAMP PLAZA keiowna ,860-3412 coquitiah 942-3163
°£w” T0LL FREE ORDER UNE: 1-S00-663-0946Â£Ĉ SJSTc. *0PEN 7 DAYS: MON.-SAT. 94JHURS.4FRI. 9-9,SUN. 11-5

A


