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Entertainment

Rush is on

to the altar
as TV season
nears end

by JERRY BUCK

LOS ANGELES (AP) — With
television networks figuring wed-
ding bells can ring up big televi-
sion ratings, characters on TV ser-
ies are heading for the altar in un-
precedented numbers as this sca-
son draws to a close.

“It's a staple of television that
births, weddings and such occur in
November, February and May,
which happen to be ratings sweeps
months,’”’ says Alan Sternfeld,
ABC'’s vice-president for program
planning. ‘‘That doesn’t mean
nothing happens at other times, but
it’s much better when it occurs in
those three precious months.”’

In April and May there will be
weddings on ABC’s Civil Wars,
Perfect Strangers, The Wonder
Years, Homefront, Baby Talk and
Life. Goes On, on CBS’ Northern
Exposure, and on NBC’s The
Golden Girls, A Different World
and Cheers.

“‘Look, the end of the season is
May for most shows,”’ says Deb-
orah Aal, executive producer of A
Different World. ‘‘And since May
and June are big wedding months I
think the thinking among those
who produce television shows is
that if you have characters in your
:story lines who might appro-
jpriately get married this is the best
itime to do it.”’

ABC’s soap opera General
Hospital got the highest ratings in
the history of daytime dramatic
programming when Luke and
Laura were married in November
1981.

The Brady Bunch, which began
with a wedding in 1969, practi-
cally turned it into a cottage in-
dustry with the Brady Brides in
1981.

Cheers has been to the brink a
few times with Ted Danson as
Sam Malone, while barmaid Carla
(Rhea Perlman) has been over the
brink. On Thursday, May 14,
Woody Boyd and Kelly Gaines
will actually get married — al-
though the wedding will be off-
slage.

ABC’s Sternfeld says he looks
for some of the weddings to pro-
duce births in time for the Novem-
ber sweeps.

One show, ABC’s Baby Talk, is
having a wedding for that very
reason.

‘“We nceded another baby be-
cause the baby Mickey is starting
to talk on his own,”’ says Saul
Turteltaub, who is executive pro-
ducer of Baby Talk with Bemie
Orenstein. On the show, the baby
expresses his thoughts through the
voice of Tony Danza. The series is
from the popular movie Look
Who's Talking.

The mother, Maggie, played by
Mary Page Keller, marries James,
played by Scott Baio, in a cere-
mony to be televised Friday, May
1.

NBC might consider a double
wedding On Thursday, May 14,
That’'s the night Woody gets
marricd on Cheers, while Whitley
Gilbert is scheduled to marry
Byron Douglas on A Different
World. The romance between Gil-
bert and Douglas, played by Jas-
minc Guy and Joe Morton, has
been heating up since she became
a volunteer in his campaign for the
U.S. Senate.

Whether Whitley’s former boy-
friend, Dwayne Wayne, played by
Kadecem Hardison, is going to
stand aside will be determined that
night.

:On CBS’ Northern Exposure
Adam and Eve, contrary to popular
belicf, are not married, but will tic
the knot on Monday, May 11. The
ofid couple — he’s a compulsive
ligk and she’s a hypochondriac —
is ' played by Adam Arkin and
Valeric Mahaffey.

i Beatrice Arthur celebrates her
de¢parture from NBC’s The Golden

ifls with her marriage to Leslic
Niclsen on Saturday, May 9. Betty
White, Rue McClanahan and
Esiclle Getty will stay with the
show as proprictors of a Miami
hdtel when it moves o CBS next
s¢ason as The Golden Palace.

!Niclsen plays McClanahan’s rich

cle Lucas who becomes
eagmored with Dorothy Zbornak
(Arthur).

#And besides the weddings, there
arp: two proposals.

!Lily Harper (Regina Taylor) gets
ar proposal from jazz musician
Clarence Charleston (Dorian Hare-
wbod) on NBC’s I'll Fly Away in
a 51wo-hour episode on Friday, May
15.

‘On NBC’s Sisters, Beatrice
Reed (Elizabeth Hoffman) will get
proposed to by Judge Truman
Ventner (Philip Sterling) on Satur-
day, April 25.

BOCHCO BACK, BUT DEY GONE

More changes in L.A. Law land

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It
sounds like a rerun. Susan Dey is
leaving. The show may lose other
cast members.

Same problems but a different
season for NBC’s L.A. Law.

Closing its sixth year, the legal
drama has foundered in the Niel-
sen rankings and suffered the loss
of various cast members, writers
and producers.

Dey, who plays Grace Van
Owen, is really leaving this scason
because she has signed a series
deal with CBS for Love Is Hell, a
romantic comedy co-starring Jay
Thomas. She said she was leaving
last season, too, but then changed
her mind.

The series suffered a mass ex-
odus in 1991, including male
heartthrobs Jimmy Smits and
Harry Hamlin, actress Michele
Green and executive producer
David Kelley.

Writer and co-producer William
Finkelstein had left the scason
before. Co-creator, executive pro-
ducer and writer Steven Bochco
had left before Finkelstein.

Despitc  the show’s revolving
door of on-and off-camera talent,
the series had managed to earn
good ratings and four consecutive
Emmys for best drama series.

This year, however, it looked as
if the fate of L.A. Law finally had
been written in ink.

Critics hated the 1991-92 seca-
son. The spark was gone. The fun
was gone. Half the cast was gone.

Patricia Green was suckered into
taking a job she didn’t want — ex-
ecutive producer — and abruptly
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quit earlier this year. Bochco has
said she was just fed up.

Green was a supervising pro-
ducer before Kelley left last season
to do his own series for CBS. A
lawyer with a twisted sensc of
humor, Kelley was the driving
force of L.A. Law’s bizarre plot
Lwists.

Under Green, this season started
out as a dry, court-bound vchicle
void of the events that made L.A.
Law famous — shootings, sex,
passing gas, gorilla suits, philand-
ering attorneys and lesbian kisses.

Last year, the series ranked 22nd
at season end. This year, it ranks
29th, with viewership down by
three percentage points.

Green’s  departure  has  put
Bochco back in control, after two-
and-a-half years of being gone
from the series’ day-to-day opera-
tion.

The man who also created Hill
Street Blues had plenty of other
work.

As part of his 10-series, $50
million US production deal with
ABC, Bochco also oversees
Doogie Howser, M.D., Capitol

Critters, Civil Wars and the up-
coming NYPD Blues.
Contractually, he had to finish
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up those projects before he could
come back to L.A. Law.

Beginning last Thursday, the
NBC program began a six-cpisode
run of original scripts overseen by
Bochco. He even has restored his
old credit line of exccutive pro-
ducer. .

Two previous installments in
March left little doubt that
Bochco’s influence was back. In
them, Amie Becker’s testicle was
twisted and Van Owen defended a
baseball player accused of rape.

Bochco also will trim the show’s
ensemble cast, which now num-
bers 16, before next fall’s season,
but which characters will get axed
has yet to be decided.

A spokeswoman said, however,
that Dey’s character will be writ-
ten out by bringing back Smits for
another guest appearance. Smits
left with barely a word last scason
after marrying and impregnating
Van Owen.

As for the future of L.A. Law, it
most assuredly will return for the
1992-93 season, an NBC spokes-
woman said. An official pickup is
expected within the next few
weeks.

THE FAR SIDE

By GARY LARSON

Scene from “Cape Buffalo Fear”
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