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Coming events Adoption trends studied
S u p p o r t  g r o u p s

P A R E N T  W IT H  T E E N S : 

(P ra c tic in g  tough lo ve ) P aren ts 

W ith  Teens w ill m eet Tuesdays a t 

7 :3 0  p.m . a t the  Y M C A . T h is  sup­

p o rt g ro up  o f concerned parents 

w ill lis te n . A re  s itu a tion s m o v in g  

o u t o f c o n tro l w ith  you and  yo u r 

teenager? W e  w o rk  toge the r to  

reach co n s tru c tive  so lu tio ns to  m o­

m ents o f c ris is . F o r m ore in fo rm a ­

tio n  phone 563-1214.

P A R E N T S : T he  Parents in  C r i­

s is s e lf h e lp  g roup  con tinues to  

m eet w e e k ly , o ffe rin g  suppo rt and 

education  to  parents w ho  a re  e x ­

p e rie nc ing  som e stress in  

pa ren ting . T h e  cost-free suppo rt 

g ro up  is  open and anonym ous. A s ­

sistance w ith  tran sp o rta tio n  and 

b a b ys ittin g  is  a va ila b le . F o r m ore 

in fo rm a tio n  phone 563-1214.

A L C O H O L IC S : P rin ce

G eo rge  N a tiv e  Pentecostal C hu rch  

w ill h o ld  A lc o h o lic s  V ic to rio u s  at 

3 p .m . S a tu rd ay a t 150 Q uebec S t. 

F o r m ore in fo rm a tio n  phone 561- 

1220 o r 963-3327.

O V E R E A T E R S : O ve rea te rs  

A no nym o us m eets a t 7 :30  M o n d a y 

a t the  S a lva tio n  A rm y  C ita d e l, 777  

O sp ika  B lv d . U se lo w e r fro n t en­

trance. N o  dues o r w e ig h  ins. 

N ew com e rs w elcom e. F o r m o re  

in fo rm a tio n  phone 561-9370 o r 

564-2957.

S T E P P IN G  S T O N E S : S tep­

p ing  S tones, fo r anyone w ho  has 

been d ivo rced , separated o r 

w id ow ed  w ill ho ld  a c a rin g  and 

sh a rin g  m ee ting  Tuesday a t 7 :30  

p.m . a t S t. M a ry ’s C hu rch  in  the 

conference room , 1088 F reem an 

S t. E ve ryo n e  w elcom e. F o r m ore 

in fo rm a tio n  phone D on a t 962- 

7926.

M is c e lla n e o u s
4 0 ’S /50 ’S : S in g le ’s g roup

m eets a t 7 p.m . M ondays a t the 

she lte red  p ic n ic  area a t F o rt 

G eo rge  P a rk . T h is  is  a soc ia l 

g roup  fo r s ing les w ish in g  to  p a rtic ­

ip a te  in  va rio u s  events, d inne rs , 

danc ing , spo rtin g  even ts, thea tre  

and m ore. C om e jo in  us and m eet 

new  frie nd s . F o r m ore in fo rm a tio n  

phone P e te r a t 563-0086, Susan at 

562-2426, o r S h irle y  a t 562-963.

M E T IS  A S S O C IA T IO N : The  

N echako  F ra se r Junc tion  M e tis  A s ­

soc ia tio n  w ill no t be ho ld in g  

m o n th ly  m eeting  th ro ug ho u t the 

sum m er m onths. M ee tin g s w ill re ­

sum e in  Sep tem ber. F o r m o re  in ­

fo rm a tio n  yo u  can co n tinue  to 

phone the o ffic e  a t 564-1167.

C lu b s
T O A S T M A S T E R S : T h e  Cari-

Coming Events is a free service provided by the Prince Geo, 
Citizen to non-profit, volunteer groups. Announcements wilt 
published once for each event. Information must be submitted 
by noon two days before the announcement is to appear. It 
must be brought to newsroom librarian Sharon Grams in typed, 
computer-printed or legibly hand-printed form. Blank Coming 
Events forms are available at the Citizen library.

boo Toastm asters C lu b  w ill m eet 

e ve ry  M o n d a y  fro m  7 :30  to  9 :30  

p .m . a t the  E lk s  C lu b , 1116 6 th  

A ve . G uests are w e lcom e. F o r 

m o re  in fo rm a tio n  phone Joseph ine 

a t 563-4499 o r Jud y a t 563-5496.

S T R O K E  R E C O V E R Y : T h e  

P rin c e  G eo rge  S tro ke  R ec o ve ry  

C lu b  m eets e ve ry  T uesd ay a t 10 

a.m . (excep t h o lid a ys ) a t the 

Leg io n  S e n io r’s A c t iv ity  C en tre  

(C lu b  4 3 ), 1335 7 th  A v e . F o r m ore 

in fo rm a tio n  phone L u e lla  N o va k  a t 

963-9848.

S p e c ia ls
H IT  T O  P A S S : T h e  P rin ce  

G eo rge  A u to  R ac in g  A ssoc ia tio n  

w ill h o ld  its  H it to  Pass fo r a ll la ­

d ies and  m en Sept. 5, 6 , and 7. 

T h is  e x travag anza  w raps up the 

ye a r w ith  a ll funds ra ised  d u rin g  

the w eekend  to  go tow ard s he lp in g  

va rio u s  lo c a l c h a ritie s . S pec ia l 

guest fro m  A lb e rta , D ebo rah 

K u lly ,  c lin ic a l co-o rd ina to r fro m  

the s tu tte rin g  in s titu te  w ill be the re  

to  answ e r any questions yo u  m ay 

have. F o r those in te res ted  in  b u y ­

in g  v id e o ’s o f the w eekend  phone 

Ian  S c h ille r a t 564-9591. F o r m ore 

in fo rm a tio n  phone C e c ile  a t 563- 

1795, o r M a rg e ry  a t 564-1262.

H O R S E  S H O E S /B A R -  

B E Q U E : T h e  H a rt P io n e e r C en tre  

A sso c ia tio n  w ill h o ld  a horse 

shoes and barbeque get toge the r, 

Sunday a t 10 a.m . a t 6986  H a rt 

H ig h w a y . C ost $2  e n try  fee fo r 

horseshoes. H om em ade c ra fts  on 

sale. B annock and beans, ham ­

b u rg e r and hotdogs. F o r m o re  in ­

fo rm a tio n  phone S and ra  a t 962- 

6712.

C A M P  P U N T C H E S A K U T : 

T h e  A n g lic a n  C hu rch  w ill ho ld  its  

sum m er cam p fo r c h ild re n  ages 8- 

17 a t C am p  Pun tchesaku t. S ix  

cam ps w ith  va rio u s  dates and 

p rices fro m  J u ly  1 to  A u g . 22, 40  

km  w est o f Q uesne l. F o r m o re  in ­

fo rm a tio n  phone H ea the r a t 564- 

7894 o r S t. M ic h a e ls  a t 564-4511.

F U N D R A IS E R : T h e  C h ris tia n  

L ife  C e n tre  w ill h o ld  a fu nd ra ise r 

bake sa le  S a tu rday fro m  10 a.m . to  

3 p .m . a t 270  D o m in io n  S t. B an­

nock bu rge rs, g lassw are , lam ps, 

books, d rapes and m uch m ore.

D U C K  R A C E : T h e  P rin ce  

G eo rge  C h ild  D e ve lo p m en t C en tre  

w ill h o ld  its  th ird  annua l g rea t 

n o rth e rn  duck race, A u g . 3 a t 2

1 2 8 9
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S w itz e r s

Official RolexJeweller R O L E X

S a le s  &  S e rv ic e  C e n tre

p.m . a t C o ttonw ood  Is la nd  P a rk . 

F iv e  thousand w ooden ducks w ill 

be re leased in to  the  N echako  

R iv e r. O ne o f fiv e  fabu lous p rize s  

w ill be aw arded  to  d ie  f irs t f iv e  

ducks to  cross the  fin is h  lin e . C ost 

$3 p e r d uck o r b u y  a co rpo ra te  

flo c k  fo r $250. F o r m ore in fo rm a ­

tio n  about th is  e ven t and w he re  

tic ke ts  can be ob ta ined  phone 563- 

7168.

B IB L E  S C H O O L : T h e  F irs t 

B a p tis t C h u rch  w ill ho ld  its  vaca­

tio n  B ib le  schoo l betw een J u ly  27- 

31 , a t the co m e r o f 5 th A ve . and 

G ille t t  S t. C h ild re n  w ho  w ill be 

fo u r years o ld  be fo re  D ecem ber up 

to  those e n te rin g  G rade  7 a re  in ­

v ite d  to  attend . T h e  p rog ram  ac­

tiv it ie s  w ill in c lu d e  B ib le  lessons, 

s to rie s, gam es, s in g in g , c ra fts  and 

re freshm ents. T h e  re g is tra tio n  fee 

is  $4 p e r c h ild . R eg is te r a t the 

chu rch  on J u ly  25  a t 10 a.m . to  

noon d u rin g  o u r Fun  F a ir. F o r 

m o re  in fo rm a tio n  phone 564-4522.

F U N  F A IR :  T h e  F irs t B a p tis t

C h u rch  w ill ho ld  a fu n  fa ir fo r 

c h ild re n  and fa m ilie s  S a tu rday 

fro m  10 a.m . to  noon a t the com e r 

o f 5 th  and  G ille tt S t. E ve ryo ne  

w e lcom e to  be a p a rt o f the  fun . 

G am es, snacks and re g is tra tio n  fo r 

o u r V B S . Fun  fa ir is  free . F o r 

m o re  in fo rm a tio n  phone 564-4522.

D A N C E : T he  B C  O ld  T im e  

F id d le rs  w ill ho ld  a dance S a tu r­

day fro m  9  p.m . to  1 a.m . a t S t. 

M a ry ’s H a ll. T ic ke ts  on sa le  a t 

Sp ruce land  N ew s o r a t S t. M a ry ’s 

H a ll d u rin g  the con test on  the 

2 5 th . F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n  phone 

D o ris  a t 563-6349.

V o lu n te e r s

V O L U N T E E R S : T h e  S e n io r 

O u treach  P rog ram  w ill ho ld  a 

m eeting  fo r vo lu n te e r v is ito rs  

T uesday a t 1 p .m . a t the  S e n io r 

A c t iv ity  C en tre , 425 B ru n sw ic k  S t. 

A ll a re  w elcom e. A n yo ne  in te r­

ested in  v is itin g  and ass is tin g  a 

sen io r, once a w eek, p lease phone 

Joan W o o d  a t 564-5888.

V O L U N T E E R S : T he  S P C A  is  

lo o k in g  fo r vo lun tee rs  to  m an its  

food  boo th  d u rin g  the  e xh ib itio n . 

I f  you  a re  in te res ted  in  h e lp in g , 

p lease phone 562-5511 o r D ee at 

962-8070.

G U E L P H , O n t. (C P ) —  T he  

parents o f g ig g lin g  19-m onth-old 

Sam  V e rd o n e  —  one o f thousands 

o f bab ies adopted in  re cen t years 

b y  W este rn  fa m ilie s  —  can ’t im ­

ag ine  life  w ith o u t the  son the y 

adopted la s t ye a r fro m  G ua tem a la .

T h e  Ve rdones a re n ’t  a lo ne  —  

the shortage o f adop tab le  bab ies 

has le d  m o re  and m o re  C anad ians 

to  scour coun trie s a ll o v e r the 

w o rld  fo r in fan ts .

T h e  d ram a tic  increase in  in te r­

na tio n a l adoptions is  b e ing  stud ied  

b y  tw o  U n iv e rs ity  o f G u e lp h  p ro ­

fessors su rve y in g  adop tio n  trends 

fro m  1981 to  1990.

M ic h a e l Sobo l and K e rry  D a ly , 

w ho  a re  p repa rin g  to  re lease  th e ir 

s tud y n e x t sp ring , fo und  th a t the 

num ber o f in fan ts  p laced  fo r adop­

tio n  in  C anada d ropped d ra m a ti­

c a lly , from  3 ,599 in  1981 to  1,688 

in  1990.

T h e y  a ttrib u te  the d rop  in  o ve r­

a ll adoptions p rim a rily  to  the  fac t 

tha t m o re  s in g le  w om en unde r 25 

a re  choosing  to  keep th e ir babies 

and to  an increase in  suppo rt fo r 

s in g le  m o thers.

T h e  researchers fo und  no e v i­

dence to  suppo rt the p u b lic  percep­

tio n  th a t ab o rtio n  is  the  cause o f 

the  d rop  in  bab ies a v a ila b le  fo r 

adoption.

T h e  shortage o f bab ies is  one o f 

the reasons m any fa m ilie s  lo o k  

beyond  C anada to  adopt. O the rs

n e ve r try  lo c a lly  and  beg in  th e ir 

search on the in te rn a tio n a l fro n t.

K a y  and John V e rd one  o f 

G ue lp h  ta lked  abou t adop tion  fo r 

fiv e  years. T h e y  a lre a d y  had tw o  

c h ild re n  o f th e ir o w n  b u t kn e w  

th e ir fa m ily  w as n o t com p le te .

W h en  hea lth  p rob lem s m ade it  

im poss ib le  fo r K a y  to  becom e 

p regnan t again , the  Ve rdones d e­

c ided  the y w ere  read y to  s ta rt the  

lo ng  adoption process and dec ided  

to  adopt a L a tin  A m e ric a n  baby.

B e fo re  b rin g in g  Sam  hom e, K a y  

and John tra ve lle d  to  G ua tem a la  to  

le a rn  as m uch as th e y cou ld  abou t 

h is  he ritage . T h e y  a lre ad y  kn e w  a 

lo t o f the bad th in g s  —  about, the  

c o u n try ’s te rrib le  hum an rig h ts  re ­

co rd  and the p o ve rty  th a t K a y  sa id  

m eans 60  p e r cen t o f the c h ild re n  

d ie  befo re  the age o f fo u r.

A d op tio n  is  no  lo ng e r sh rouded 

in  secrecy.

T h e  Ve rdones rece ived  a m es­

sage from  Sam ’s b io lo g ic a l m o th e r 

th ro ugh  th e ir la w y e r la s t year. She 

had heard  on te le v is io n  about the 

sa le  o f T h ird  W o rld  bab ies fo r 

body parts and w anted  to  kno w  if  

Sam  was a liv e .

T h e  Ve rdones in v ite d  a v is ito r 

fro m  G uatem ala to  take  p ic tu res  o f 

Sam  and h is  G u e lp h  s ib lin g s  to  re ­

assure h is m o ther.

“ W e  also to ld  h e r to  te ll S am ’s 

m o the r tha t w hen  he ’s 20  she can 

see h im ,”  K a y  said.
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