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Artist’s sketch of Prince George Costco building, planned near the corner of Highway 16 West and Range Road.

BIG WHOLESALE-RETAIL OUTLET
‘METER PLUGGERS’ 

TO BE FINED $8
by BERNICE TRICK 

Citizen Staff
Overstaying your time a little at a parking meter in downtown 

Prince George still means a $2 fine unless you’re a“ meter-plugger.”
City council agreed Monday to leave the $2 fines in place for 

overstaying the time paid for on meters, but to sock it to “ meter 
pluggcrs”  by handing out “ overtime ticket”  fines of $8.

Meter pluggcrs are described by the city’s parking ticket fine re
view committee as individuals who hog the meters by continually 
plugging in additional coins. •

They work downtown and insist on parking on the street. Their 
offence is parking longer than the maximum time limit provided at 
that location.

“ They purposely park their vehicles longer than the maximum 
time limit allowed by the parking meter,”  says committee chairman 
Coun. Monica Becott.

The current penalty for overtime parking is a $2 fine if paid within 
24 hours —  the same as fines imposed for overstaying the time paid 
for on a meter.

The new fine has no early payment options.
The practice of plugging meters has a negative effect on downtown 

shopping and consumers who want convenient parking near the busi
nesses they patronize, says the committee.

When parking is perceived as a problem, consumers often decide 
to go elsewhere.

Regulatory staff at city hall are directed by council to increase en
forcement of meter pluggers and especially monitor vehicles on 
which complaints are received.

Parking control officers will monitor vehicles parked at two-hour 
meters through red flags on the meter and by chalking tires.

F i r s t  c o m e s  t h e  $ 2  t i c k e t
Vehicles parked more than two hours will first receive a $2 ticket. 

If  they are still in the same spot two hours later, an $8 ticket will be 
issued even if there’s money in the meter.

Individuals who pay for two hours, but are 10 minutes late return
ing to their vehicles may find a $2 “ meter-time expired” ticket on 
the windshield, but won’t receive an “ overtime ticket ”  until another 
two hours have passed.

Coun. Rino Fomari opposed the new regulations, preferring instead 
to remove all parking meters.

But city manager George Paul ipminded council the many ex
amples of communities removing parking meters is equalled by just 
as many replacing or putting them in.

Other parking recommendations approved by council are:
■  Commercial vehicles with municipal decals are no longer allowed 
to park free at metered spaces.

“ Removing these commercial vehicles from parking meters will 
create more parking spaces for consumers,”  the report states.

The vehicles can continue to park in loading zones or in back 
lanes for loading and unloading purposes, and drivers can park at 
meters provided they pay the fee and park no longer than the maxi
mum time limit.E

Holders of municipal decals will be given a two-week warning pe
riod about the new regulations
■  Regulations for utility vehicles parking at meters will be re-ex
amined and addressed in a new parking bylaw.
■  City staff, in the process of revising the city’s parking bylaw, are 
to note the effects of new parking regulations for a year before re
porting back to council.

A public meeting held last year on parking problems determined a 
majority opposed increasing the $2 fine because it would produce a 
further decay of downtown shopping, felt meter pluggers must be 
strictly dealt with and believe there’s widespread abuse of parking 
regulations by commercial vehicles and some abuse of metered 
spaces by utility vehicles.

Auction helps service
John IJnswnrth will cnnducit an one who needs it. Bunn said. /John Unsworth will conduct an 

auction instead of an orchestra at 
the Bethesda Christian Counselling 
Service dinner and auction Feb. 26 
in Prince George.

Tickets for the auction, a fun
draiser for the city counselling 
service, are on sale. Profits from 
the event will help Bethesda main
tain its unique services here, 
Bethesda chairman Pat Bunn said 
in a recent interview.

With two full-time counsellors 
and backup from others, Bethesda 
offers a range of services to any

one who needs it, Bunn said. A l
though much of their work is from 
referrals, their door at 575 Quebec 
St. is open to anyone.

Bethesda also works with em
ployee assistance programs. The 
non-profit association stands on its 
own as an independent association 
in Prince George.

Cash grants from the city, help 
from service clubs, garage sales 
and fundraisers with local restau
rants such as Wendy’s all help 
Bethesda, said Bunn.

a f t e r  f i r e

The auction takes place at Ce
dars Christian School on North 
Ncchako Road. Tickets are $17.50.

spring for others and now I find I 
need it myself. I guess what goes 
around really does come around.”

Any items people wish to donate 
can be dropped off at the office of 
the Full Gospel Christian Fellow
ship at 2055 20th Ave. Any items 
not used will be re-donated to a 
charity.

For more information, or tick
ets, contact Catherine Tolkamp at 962-6287 or Murray Mawhinney 
at 564-4780.

by BERNICE TRICK 
Citizen Staff

When it comes to finding shel
ter, the biggest disability in any 
community is to be poor, says a 
consultant specializing in housing.

Don’t think for a moment that 
Prince George is exempt, said 
Linda Allen, who’s here from Vic
toria with City Spaces consultants 
to conduct a housing study.

“ Finding safe, secure and af
fordable housing in Prince George 
is becoming more and more diffi
cult —  particularly for people on 
fixed incomes, because there’s 
fewer places to rent in traditional 
apartments.

And there’s no relief in sight, 
she said.

“ The economy is changing and 
the influx of UNBC students will 
put more pressure on housing, but 
there’s not much rental housing, 
like apartments, being built at this 
time.”

The $50,000 study, conducted 
by City Spaces consultants at the 
request of the city’s housing and 
special-needs advisory committees, 
will determine local needs of the 
homeless as well as those on fixed 
incomes like senior citizens, the 
disabled and those receiving social 
assistance.

Consultants met last week with 
individuals and groups such as the 
Senior Citizens Housing Associa
tion, B.C. Housing and Manage
ment Commission and transition 
houses, which provide housing to 
low-income people.

Non-profit societies like the 
Canadian Paraplegic Association, 
A IM H I and those dealing with 
people in crisis are also being in
terviewed.

* i

“ Next we’U do a survey of in
dividuals who are having difficulty 
finding a place to call home or 
housing that suits their special 
needs,” Allen said.

“ This is a big chalenge because 
we need to find the people through 
agencies and then conquer difficul
ties always associated with having 
individuals complete survey forms.

“ Our goal is (to) bring all inter
ested parties together in a work
shop by the end of April to discuss 
housing issues and solutions,” said 
Allen.

The final step will be to develop 
specific strategies the community 
can get involved in to help solve 
problems.

City Spaces will issue a three- 
month progress report followed by 
a final document in mid-summer 
which Allen wants to be “ a living 
report —  something the commu
nity can immediatley get its teeth 
into.”
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She worked last year with the 
province’s Commission on Hous-piu T iu w  a v/ i i  i lu i i j"
ing to draft a report containing 57 
recommendations to improve hous
ing across the province,

The report, released Jan. 28 by 
Municipal Affairs Minister Robin 
Blencoe, was compiled after public 
meetings were held across B.C. 
and more than 200 written submis
sions were received.

Highlights of the report recom
mend housing assistance for 
women leaving abusive relation
ships, provincial funds for social 
housing programs —  especially for 
the homeless and people at risk, a 
program to encourage legalization 
of secondary suites, use of Crown 
land for housing, involvement of 
municipal governments in new 
housing legislation, a new mort
gage assistnce program for first
time homebuyers and an equity 
housing program for first-time pur
chasers with families on low or 
moderate incomes.
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McLeod says she is fortunate 
because her house insurance 
specified replacement value and 
her Alward Street home will soon 
be rebuilt.

“ We’re very lucky,”  says 
McLeod. “ We managed to get out 
and that’s all that really matters.”

HOME & TENANT PACKAGES
Let my experience help you with ail 

your heme end tenant insurance.

-Vtmr

W a y  c le a r e d  f o r  C o s t c o
by BERNICE TR IC K  

Citizen stafT
Costco Wholesale got the nod 

from city council Monday to 
proceed with plans for a large out
let in Prince George.

A public hearing attracted only 
one member from the public who 
offered support for the project on 
behalf of Peden Hill Community 
Association.

Council approved third reading 
of bylaws to create a Costco 
development permit area and a 
highway commercial zone, as well 
as to rczone the 4.8-hectare (12- 
acre) site to C-5C highway com
mercial from tourist and highway 
commercial zoning.

The matter now requires ap
proval of fourth and final reading 
by council, approval of the bylaw 
by the province and approval by

CITY COUNCIL
the Highways Ministry, which is 
expected today.

The wholesale-retail outlet will 
be bordered by Highway 16 West, 
and Range, Wicbe and Vance 
roads.

Jack Frank, real estate project 
manager for Costco, said the com
pany is pleased and excited about 
establishing in Prince George be
cause it’s at the centre of a large 
trading area.

Customers are expected from as 
far away as Prince Rupert, Fort St. 
John and Alberta border communi
ties, said Frank.

The company expects to hire 
from 125 to 200 full- and part-time 
employees with a minimum wage 
of $9.99 per hour.

The store could open by late Oc
tober or early November, Frank 
said.

The 135,000-square-foot facility 
will offer 738 parking spaces and 
the unique feature of an attached 
tire sales area.

“ Customers will be able to have 
tires installed without ever going 
into the store,” told council.

Costco built its first warehouse 
in the U.S. in 1983 and established 
in Canada two years later in Bur
naby.

Since then 12 other stores have 
opened in Canada including four 
in B.C.

The company, which carries 
about 3,500 items in its outlets, 
has 1.5 million members in North 
America. Costco shoppers must be 
registered as members.

C o u n c i l  o k a y s  r e n t a l  f e e s  

f o r  n e w  c i v i c  c e n t r e - p l a z a
The new civic centre-plaza com

plex is gaining popularity even 
while still under construction, and 
Prince George city hall is already 
booking the halls for 1995 through 
’97.

There’s interest from groups that 
have never held events in Prince 
George, Tom Madden, director of 
Leisure Services, told city council 
Monday.

Madden says it’s possible the 
centre will be ready to accommo
date events in November, “ but the 
beginning of 1994 is more likely.”

Council readily approved the 
first rental fee schedule Monday 
with some members expressing 
surprise that space can cost less 
than the old Civic Centre.

The reason is because the new 
facility offers different space op

tions to choose from, Madden ex
plained.

The main floor features an 
18,000-square-foot assembly hall 
which divides into three rooms.

Renting one section for a dinner 
and dance with a capacity of 330 
will cost $432. The main floor of 
the old Civic Centre costs $600 for 
the same event.

Renting two sections in the new 
centre, with a capacity for 650, 
will cost $864.
■  The daily rate for a convention 
is $1,620 for the entire hall, 
$1,080 for two sections and $540 
for one section.

Commercial and promotion 
events cost the same daily rate as 
conventions.
■  Meeting rooms rates vary from 
$14.40 for one to $41.60 for six

rooms used by community service 
groups for up to three hours.

Prices increase for more time re
quired and for commercial or con
vention uses.

In his update, Madden said he 
expects to tender the construction 
project for the $2.4-million out
door plaza in late March.

Last bookings for the old Civic 
Centre, referred to as “ the old 
girl”  by city councillors, are on 
May 9. A tender for the demolition 
of the old building will be adver
tised in March or April, Madden 
said.

Council accepted a tender from 
Division Ten Enterprise Inc. to 
supply and install telescopic seat
ing in the new civic centre at a 
cost of $214,451.

The firm was the low bidder 
from among only two contenders.

M i s h a p  k ills  f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t
A former Prince George resident 

has been identified by Fort St. 
James RCMP as the driver killed 
in a weekend snowmobile accident 
in the village, 150 kilometres 
northwest of Prince George.

Police said Lincoln James 
Whitehead, 21, of Fort St. James 
died when his snowmobile collided 
with a log and flipped. The log 
marked the parking lot boundary 
near Cottonwood Park, a small 
downtown park on the shore of 
Stuart Lake. The accident occurred 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

Whitehead was pronounced dead 
on arrival at Stuart Lake Hospital. 
An investigation continues.

Whitehead was raised in Prince 
George, but moved to Fort St. 
James where he has been living 
and working. Funeral services will 
be held Friday at 4 p.m. at Ass- 
man’s Funeral Chapel here.

★ ★ ★
Investigating Mackenzie RCMP 

say charges will not be laid against

POLICE BEAT
the driver of a logging truck that 
struck and killed a McLeod Lake 
pedestrian.

Marion Boyko, 69, died Jan. 29 
when she was hit by the loaded 
logging truck. Boyko was walking 
south on the Hart Highway at 3 
p.m. She was struck when she at
tempted to cross from the west to 
the cast side of the highway.

No mechanical flaws were re
vealed after investigators 
completed a full inspection of the 
truck. McLeod Lake is 160 km 
north of Prince George.

■  A change of venue application 
for the trial of Andrew Rose, 44, 
charged with the second-degree 
murders of two West German tour
ists, has been adjourned to March 
5.

The matter was adjourned Mon

day in B.C. Supreme Court in 
Prince George.

The bodies of Bemd Goericke, 
27, and Andrea Scherpf, 22, were 
discovered Ocl 6, 1983, about 300 
km northeast of Prince George, 
outside Chetwynd.

★ ★ ★
Fire investigators are continuing 

to comb the rubble after a fire 
swept through the Bulkley Hotel in 
Smithers early Saturday, killing 
one person.

Smithers RCMP said a post
mortem to determine the identity 
of a body discovered Sunday is 
expected in Prince George today.

Fire officials said this morning 
that both a damage estimate and 
the probable cause of the fire was 
still being determined.

One Alberta man, a member of 
the band that had been playing at 
the hotel cabaret and staying at the 
hotel has been moved to Prince 
George Regional Hospital for 
treatment.

M o m  s a y s  t h a n k s  f o r  h e l p
by M A R IL Y N  STORIE  

Citizen StafT
A Prince George woman who 

escaped with her two-year-old 
daughter from a house fire here 
last Tuesday wants to thank people 
for their generosity and help.

“ I think it’s just so wonderful to 
see how much people in Prince 
George care about others,” Janice 
McLeod, 36, said Monday. “ I ’ve 
been helped by people I ’ve never 
even met.”

A fire began in a single-car gar
age attached to the home and 
quickly spread to consume the 
house. The frame is intact but will 
have to be tom down.

McLeod escaped from the fire 
with her daughter, a portable 
phone and a comforter. A neighbor 
saw her shivering at the fire —  
McLeod did not have a coat —  
and lent her a blanket.

“ Jocelyn keeps asking when 
we’re going home,” said McLeod, 
who is temporarily staying with 
her parents. “ We’ve had a lot of 
talks about that. It’s been shock 
for her and not easy to explain.”

McLeod said her daughter 
missed “ her babies” (dolls) at 
first, but since the fire she has re
ceived so many gifts of coloring 
books, building blocks and toys, 
that she thinks it is Christmas.

“ She’s got more babies now than 
she did before,”  her mother said.

Family friends and members of 
her church have already pitched in 
by donating everyday essentials.

Little Jocelyn still needs clothes 
and boots. She is a size two and 
wears children’s size 5 or 6 foot
wear. A dress jacket or coat for 
McLeod herself, size 12 or 14, is 
also needed because McLeod, an 
occupational therapist, will soon 
return to work. McLeod also has 
no shoes other than those she had 
on at the fire and takes a women’s 
shoe size i V l  or size 8.

“ It’s ironic,”  says McLeod. I ’ve 
helped with a clothing drive every


