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SUPPORTING ACTRESS NOMINEES THE FAR SIDE B y  G A R Y  L A R S O N

Roles not there for Hollywood women
by BOB THOMAS

LOS ANGELES (AP) —  The 
Academ y’s supporting actress 
nom inations, which include four 
foreigners, sym bolize the continu­
ing decline in character roles for 
women in the male-oriented Holly­
wood movies.

Three English women —  Joan 
Plowright, Vanessa Redgrave and 
M iranda Richardson —  and 
Australian Judy Davis were nom i­
nated, along with a lone Am erican, 
Marisa Tom ei.

The M otion Picture Academy of 
Arts and Sciences established the 
awards for supporting actor and 
actress in 1936 to recognize the 
unsung heroes and heroines whose 
experience and skill lent substance 
to the Hollywood product.

But in more recent times, the 
mania for action and excitem ent 
has caused a sharp decline in char­
acter roles for women.

Films made abroad, meanwhile, 
arc often finely textured with 
ample opportunity for skilled per­
formers, including m ature women. 
That is dem onstrated by some of 
the foreign-m ade films nom inated 
in various categories this year: The 
Crying Gam e, Howards End, Indo- 
chine, Dam age, Enchanted April.

Here is a look at the candidates 
for the supporting actress award, 
which will be announced in 
cerem onies on March 29:

Ju d y  Davis won the best re­
views and the most critics’ awards 
for her perform ance in a movie 
filled with stars and beset with 
controversy. Husbands and Wives 
was com pleted before the W oody 
Allen-M ia Farrow scandal erupted.

M I R A N D A  R I C H A R D S O N

The A ustralian, who was nom i­
nated as best actress for A Passage 
to India in 1984, plays a w ife who 
is unhinged by a sudden divorce 
and warily starts the dating game. 
She rem arked that director-w ritcr 
W oody Allen was not overly p ro ­
tective o f his dialogue.

“ He wanted improvisation. He 
would norm ally say, ‘W hatever 
you need to m ake it real, say it, as 
long as it creates a feeling o f  life 
and natural conversation.” ’

Joan P lo w rig h t’s nom ination 
for Enchanted April clim axes a 
career that was long eclipsed by 
the shadow o f her late husband, 
Laurence Olivier. A fter appearing 
opposite O liv ier and other English 
greats on the stage, she has com ­
fortably eased into character roles 
in films.

In E nchanted April, she plays a

Howards End wins 
top British film honor

LONDON (AP) —  Oscar nom- 
nee Howards End won the top 
>rize Sunday from the British 
\cadem y of Film and Television 
\r ts , and O scar hopefuls Emma 
rhom pson and Robert Downey Jr. 
verc named the year’s best per- 
ormers.

Thompson won for her role as 
Vlargarct Schlegcl in Howards 
ind , adapted from E.M. Forster’s 
[910 novel about a changing Eng- 
and. Downey won for playing co- 
ncdian Charlie Chaplin in Richard 
\ttcn borough’s Chaplin.

The supporting awards also went 
o two O scar nominees: Miranda 
Richardson as the distraught wife 
n Damage, and Gene Hackman as 
he lawman in Unforgivcn.

Robert Altman was nam ed best 
lirector for The Player, and 
Voody Allen won the best original 
;crccnplay award for Husbands 
ind W ives.

Raise the Red Lantern, a 
"hinesc film, was chosen best film 
n a foreign language.

Neil Jo rdan’s The Crying Game 
von a special award, the first 
\lexander Korda award for best 
Jritish picture.

Dame M aggie Smith won a 
;pecial aw ard for a career in film 
ind television that includes The 
^rimc of M iss Jean Brodie, Cal- 
fomia Suite, Travels with My 
Aunt and, on television, Alan Ben- 
ic tt’s Talking Heads.
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A ctor-D irector Kenneth
Branagh, w ho is m arried to Thom ­
pson, won a special aw ard for his 
contribution to film.

In the television aw ards, John 
Thaw was nam ed best actor for In­
spector M orse, which also was 
chosen best dram a series. Helen 
Mirren was nam ed best actress for 
Prime Suspect 2.

The O scar cerem ony will be 
M onday in Los Angeles.
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crotchety lady who mellows on a 
vacation with young people in 
Italy.

“ M y character is a dragon lady 
at the beginning, a lady who has 
opted out from life,”  she said. 
“ Because she’s a widow and 60, 
she figures she’s no longer o f any 
use to the world, and she’s going 
to live in the past.”

Vanessa Redgrave was voted 
her sixth Academ y nom ination for 
her role as Anthony H opkins’ 
dying wife in Howards End. She 
was nom inated as lead actress in 
M organ! (1966), Isadora (1968), 
M ary, Queen of Scots (1971) and 
The Bostonians (1984). Her only 
previous Oscar was for support in 
Julia (1977). Her acceptance 
speech attacking “ Jewish hood­
lum s”  evoked some of the few 
boos ever heard at the awards.

A firebrand in politics, Redgrave 
is conscientious about her work.

“ I alw ays believed that the artist 
had a special responsibility —  
being able to comm unicate the 
tru th ,”  she once said in an inter­
view. “ You can ’t do that if you 
a ren ’t fighting for it. So it’s a 
tough line.”

Miranda Richardson has en­
joyed a glorious year in movies, 
appearing in diverse roles in three 
im portant films: Enchanted April, 
The Crying Gam e and Damage. 
She scored her nomination for 
playing the wife wronged by 
Jerem y Irons’ philandering passion 
in Louis M alle’s Damage.

After receiving the Golden 
G lobe for supporting actress, she 
com m ented, “ I ’ve just done more 
film lately than I have before. It
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CORRECTION NOTICE
We wish to draw your attention to the 
following errors in our current 1993 
catalogue.
Page 31, Item 4, #63-3876-2 » Moen 

Fashion Faucet (Without Spray) Copy 
Reads: $44.99. Should read: $74.99. 
Note: Product # should read: 63-3786. 

Page 36. #63-0229X = Wall Kit lor Neo- 
Angle Shower Stalls. Copy reads: Irom 
$79.99 each. Should read: $99.99 
each.

Page 86, Item 4, #54-0090-6 = 4-Gallon 
Shop-Vac. Copy reads: Comes with 
extens ion  nozz le . Should read: 
Extension nozzle not included.

Page 88, Item 2, #54-8333-2 = Black & 
Decker 7-1/4" Circular Saw. Copy 
reads: With auto stop blade brake. 
This product does not have this  
feature.

Page 131, Item 5, #43-6210-2 = Hoover 
Spirit Canister Vacuum. Illustration is 
incorrect.

Page 134, Item 5. #42-0243-2 = 25-Pc. 
Stoneware Dinner Set. Copy reads: 
Comes in red /b lack/g reen flo ra l 
pattern. Should read: Comes in 
black/peach/green floral pattern.

Page 144, Item 9, #44-1483 = Personal 
AM/FM Stereo Cassette  Player. 
Illustration is incorrect.

Page 117, Item 9, #61-81-50-8 = Rope 
Hoist. Copy reads: Holds up to 1 ton, 
this is incorrect. Should read: Holds up 
to 1000 lbs.

Page 168, Item 18, #41-3933-4 = Mega 
Shifter. Copy reads: Each $35.99. 
Should read: Each $289.99.

Page 201, Item 4, #25-1100-8 «= Ford 
Ignition Module Wrench.
Item 5, #25-1101-6 « GM Side Terminal 
Battery Wrench. The keys on items 4 & 
5 should be transposed.

We wish to draw your attention to the 
following errors In our current deal 
M310 catalogue wrapper.
Page 8, #52-3452-2 => 13" Ceiling Fixture 

by Noma. “This item is not a Noma 
product."

Page 10, #58-0856-8 = 19" Steel 
Toolbox. Copy reads: Reg. $16.99, 
Sale $5 99, Save $11.00. Should have 
read: Reg. $14 99, Sale $5.99, Save 
$9 00.

Page 11, #58-9055-0 = 50-Piece Socket 
Set. Copy reads: Reg. $39.99, Sale 
$9.99, Save 75%. Should read: Reg. 
$29 99, Sale $9 99, Save 66%.

We sincerely regret any inconvenience 
we may have caused you.
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feels different in England; there is 
no film industry as such at the m o­
ment. But there are good stories 
out there. I think people appreciate 
good stories.”

Marisa Tomei collected her first 
nom ination as Joe Pesci’s fiery 
companion in My Cousin Vinny. 
Her courtroom  testimony about the 
inner workings o f  automobiles p ro­
vided one o f  the film ’s highlights.

Tom ei grew up in New Y ork’s 
F latbush neighborhood, and her 
lawyer father and English teacher 
m other worked to get rid o f her 
Brooklyn accent. She had to learn 
it for the role as M ona Lisa Vito, 
P esci’s steady girlfriend for 10 
years. No problem. “ It’s in the 
ce lls,”  she says.

She studied theatre at the E d­
ward R. M urrow High School in 
Brooklyn and briefly at Boston 
University —  “ Acting just lit me 
up, it ju st lit me on fire.”

Tom ei is currently appearing in 
Untam ed Heart with Christian 
Slater and in the role o f actress 
M abel Norm and in Chaplin.

Through mostly grunts and exaggerated gestures, 
two fishermen/gatherers attempt to communicate.


