
o l l y w o o d  has 
n e v e r  be en s h y 
a b o u t re c y c lin g  

past successes, usually w ith  d im inishing 
r e tu r n s . B u t  w h a t w a s  o n ce  a g e n tle  
rip ple  is n o w  threatening to be com e  a 
tidal w a ve  — witness upcom ing second- 
tim e -a ro u n d  projects fo r the big-screen 
like An Affair to Remember w ith  W a rre n  
B e a t t y  a n d  A n n e t t e  B e n i n g , The 
Fugitive w i t h  H a r r i s o n  F o r d ,  The 
Getaway w ith  K i m  B a s in ge r and A le c  
B a l d w i n , a n d  Maverick w i t h  M e l  
G ib s o n .

O n  th e  h o m e  s c re e n , w e  c a n  lo o k  
f o r w a r d  (o r  n o t , d e p e n d in g  o n  y o u r  
p o int o f  v ie w ) to T V  m o vie  versions o f  
The Odd Couple, Han to Hart and I Spy 
along w ith  m ore retreads o f  Gunsmoke 
a n d  Ironside. T u e s d a y , N B C  h its the 
road w ith  a “ n e w ”  series, Route 66. I t ’ s 
cu stom -designed fo r aficio na do s o f  the 
e a rly ’ 60s —  b e fo re  V ie t n a m , prote st 
m ove m e nts and lo n g  h air ch an ged the 
heart o f  N o rth  A m e ric a .

It ’ s been 33 years since M a rtin  M iln e r  
and G e o r g e  M a h a r is  firs t le apt in to  a 
C o rv e tte  and h eaded cross c o u n try  on 
“ th e  m o th e r  r o a d ”  in  a K e r o u a c ia n  
jo u rn e y o f  s e lf-d is c o ve ry . N o t  o n ly  has 
the roa d, once k n o w n  as “ the backbone 
o f  A m e ric a ,”  been supplanted b y  eight- 
lane fre e w a y s , but the to w n s  along the 
w a y , w h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  th e  
life b lo o d  o f  the o r ig in a l s e rie s , w e re  
fo r g o t te n  lo n g  y e a rs  a g o  b y  h a r r ie d  
m otorists too busy to stop.

S o  w h a t, y o u  m a y  w e ll a sk, rem ains to 
m ake a series about?

T h e  p r o d u c e r s  s a y  i t ’ s a s h o w  f o r  
e ve ryo n e  w h o  has w ants to tra v e l, has 
tra v e lle d , and plans to keep tra v e llin g . 
“ It ’ s k in d  o f  the m oth er o f  all concepts,”  
sums up H a rle y  P e y to n , Route 66's co ­
e xecutive producer w h o  w o n  an E m m y

two-lane blacktop
Ja m e s  W ild e r  a n d  D a n  C o rte s e  d u s t  o ff  

th e  o ld  C o rv e tte  in  th e  r e to o le d  ‘ R o u te  6 6 ’

B Y  S A L L Y  O G L E  D A V I S

fo r his w ritin g  on Twin Peaks.
In an e ffo rt to p ro vid e  his concept w ith  

som e c o n tin u ity . P e yto n  has cast Jam es 
W ild e r (Equal Justice) as the son o f  the 
c h a r a c t e r  p l a y e d  b y  M i l n e r  in  th e  
o rig in a l. T h e  plot has h im  inheriting his 
d a d 's  o ld  C o r v e tte  and h e a d in g  d o w n  
w h a t is le ft o f  that s y m b o lic  h ig h w a y . 
A lo n g  the w a y , he picks up a h itc h k ik e r, 
p la y e d  b y  D a n  C o rte s e , w h o  becom es 
his partner in a dventure.

W ild e r is w e ll cast as a free spirit: his 
o w n  c o m in g -o f-a g e  ritu als w ere e ve ry  
b it  as e x o t ic  as d r i v i n g  t h r o u g h  the  
h ea rtla nd in a priceless classic c a r. In 
his early teens, he dropped out o f  school 
in S an F r a n c is c o , m o v e d  to  P a ris  and 
turned to fire eatin g, chainsaw  ju g g lin g  
a nd tig h tro p e  w a lk in g  at the L i d o  and 
the M o u lin  R o u g e . T o  h im . Route 66 is 
not even a nam e fro m  the past.

“ I ’ v e  n e v e r  seen i t . ”  he la u g h s . “ I 
w a s n 't even b o m  then. B u t m y  dad tells 
m e a lot about it ."

C o r t e s e , w h o  is f r o m  S e w i c k l e y .  
P e n n ., headed west on Interstate 4 0  tw o  
years ago w ith  $ 1 ,0 0 0  in his pocket to 
“ becom e a m o v ie  star.”  H e  m o ve d  fro m  
w o r k in g  the d o o r o f  a c lu b  to b e in g  a 
“ g o f e r ”  at M T V ,  the m u s ic  n e tw o r k . 
L u c k  and self-confiden ce nabbed h im  an 
o n -ca m e ra  jo b  on the n e tw o r k ’ s sports 
s h o w , as w e ll as appearances in m ore 
th a n  8 0  B u r g e r  K i n g  c o m m e r c i a l s . 
Route 66 gives h im  a chance to s ho w  he 
has other talents.

“ W e  m eet up w ith  w o m e n  w h o  m ake 
us lo o k  like fo o ls ; w e save people fro m  
a speeding tra in ; w e  deal w ith  an insane 
a lc o h o lic ,”  says C o rte se .

A n d  i f  m o d e rn  a u d ie n c e s  b u y  th a t, 
C ortese has ju s t one little concern about 
the m ega-horsepow ered vehicle he rides 
a ro un d in : “ I ju s t hope the car d o esn ’ t 
upstage the actors.”  O
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