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D o n  S c h a f f e r  5 6 2 - 2 4 4 1

S p o r t s  E d i t o r   L o c a l  5 1 7

C F L ’ s  Y e a r  o f  R i s k  s t a r t s  w i t h  m a n y  c h a n g e s
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by G R A N T  K ER R  
C a n a d ia n  P ress

The 1993 C anadian Football League 
season, which kicks o ff  tonight in Calgary, 
can optim istically be described as the Year 
o f the Risk.

For instance, the CFL will not have 
marquee attraction Raghib Ismail to boot 
around after the SI 8-m illion Rocket was 
jettisoned by the T oronto Argonauts fol­
lowing a less-than-perfect two-year m is­
sion.

The CFL has gam bled that expansion 
into the U.S. for the first time will recreate 
the renewed interest that Ismail brought to 
the league in 1991 when the Heisman T ro­
phy runner-up arrived from Notre Dame 
with much fanfare.

This time the bugles blare for the Sacra­
mento Gold M iners, survivors of a two- 
team expansion in the off-season that 
claim ed its first victim  before the San A n­
tonio Riders could establish a CFL base 
deep in the heart o f Texas.

CFL executives, headed by energetic

r 111

comm issioner L ahy  Sm ith, ventured into a 
high-risk area in Sacram ento because the 
new kids on the block will not be bur­
dened by an im port-player quota.

The eight Canadian-based team s are re­
stricted to 14 imports, three quarterbacks 
and 20 non-import players on active 
rosters, but the U.S.-based M iners are not 
obliged to operate under such encum ­
brances.

The collective bargaining agreem ent 
with the CFL Players’ Association expires 
after the 1994 season and it’s anticipated 
the league will undergo m ajor restructur­
ing then that could result in the elim ina­
tion o f the import quota.

Expansion is the backbone o f  im proved 
bottom lines for the CFL, reasons Smith, a 
Montreal native and form er A louette 
slotback. Already there’s talk o f further 
expansion next year to Las Vegas.

High-risk ventures run ram pant in most 
CFL cities this sum m er as team s take 
chances calculated at attracting fans 
through improved on-field perform ance.

The A rgos have a new quarterback cal­
ling signals in inconsistent Tracy Ham. 
The cost was high in a record 16-player 
transaction with the Edmonton Eskimos. 
Toronto has only two players starting from 
the eight acquired, while Edmonton has all 
eight o f  its newcomers in the opening- 
gam e lineup.

Ham is trying to becom e proficient with 
the com plicated run-and-shoot offence de­
signed by Argo offensive co-ordinator 
D arrel (M ouse) Davis. M any have failed 
w here Ham tries to succeed.

Edm onton has gam bled that new quar­
terbacks Damon Allen (from Hamilton) 
and R ickey Foggie (from Toronto) will 
lead them  past Grey Cup-champion Cal­
gary in the W est Division. The Stam- 
peders alm ost stood pat, adding only two 
receivers and a defensive back.

Eskim os head coach Ron Lancaster, a

C anadian Football Hall o f Fam e quarter­
back, brought in former Toronto coach 
A dam  Rita to run his offence. T hat’s like 
having two people looking over your 
shoulder instead o f one.

The W innipeg Blue Bombers are de­
finitely operating in the high-risk area with 
the return o f general manager-coach Cal 
M urphy. A year ago, Murphy received a 
heart transplant and now is determined to 
rem ain at the heartbeat of team operations.

Already the crusty Murphy has fallen at 
training camp, breaking his arm and injur­
ing a  hip. A ssistant coach Urban Bowm an, 
w ho served as interim  head coach in 1992 
w hen the Bombers reached the G rey Cup, 
is ready for another SOS call.

The league had better be prepared for 
additional distress calls from Hamilton, 
w here the financially strapped Tiger-Cats 
have dipped into CFL coffers for a 
$300,000 advance. Com m unity-based 
funding doesn’t cut it in Steeltown.

Cutting it will be Don M cPherson’s goal 
in Hamilton. The 28-year-old quarterback,

a career backup, was handed the starting 
job when the Ticats risked trading A llen to 
Edmonton.

The B.C. Lions were crossed off rival 
Christm as card lists by signing several free 
agents, once considered verboten within 
the CFL community. The revamped Lions 
are gambling their thirtysomething recru­
iting results in a playoff berth.

The Ottawa Rough Riders, after reach­
ing the .500 plateau for the first tim e in 
nine years, also are flirting with chance. 
Ownership axed general manager Dan 
Rambo and replaced him with vice-chair­
man John Ritchie, whose background is 
with C anada’s alpine ski team.

All the above adds up to another per­
ilous season for the CFL, a new chapter in 
the book o f pro football survival.

E d  M ills  is  o n  h o l i d a y .  H is  F r e e  
A g e n t  c o l u m n  w ill r e a p p e a r  in  
t h r e e  w e e k s .

SPORTS CALLS

S o c c e r  s tre a k  u n b le m is h e d
Youth team retires 

on three-year streak
by G O R D O N  H O E K S T R A  

C itizen  S ta ff
It’s the-tale o f the undefeated jerseys 

and a little bit more.
Houle Electric has gone three seasons 

with out a loss —  two seasons in the 
wom en’s soccer league and another sea­
son in the youth soccer league as an 
under-16 year old team.

Monday evening’s w om en’s final was 
no d ifferent Houle defeated another 
youth team, CKPG, 2-1 to take their sec­
ond title in a row and kept their amazing 
streak alive.

It’s a streak that is over now because 
the team, like the jerseys, is folded. But 
unlike the jerseys, which will likely col­
lect dust in some box, the girls on the 
team will play again.

They will be dispersed throughout the 
league in the next year’s draft because 
they are too old to be on a youth team 
any longer.

“ It’s going to be sad in a way to see 
the team break up,’’ said Houle Electric 
coach Dave M cW alter, who has coached 
the team for six years. “ It’s given me a 
lot of pleasure over the years, and I think 
it’s given the girls a lot o f confidence in 
themselves —  they realize they can be 
w inners.”
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hit G am es sites
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It’s a team that had its beginnings six 
years earlier in dism al losses at the Inte­
rior championships in K am loops and 
then went on to narrowly miss a provin­
cial championship as an under-15 team.

“ After three years we cam e a long 
w ay,”  said McW alter, who will likely 
coach a senior w om en’s team next year.

“ It really is the cream of the crop . . . 
it really is a select team, it’s the best o f 
the high school athletes.”

In the final M onday, it was fitting that 
two of the team ’s best got the last two 
points ever for their team.

Kirsty M cW alter scored early in the 
first half and Naryn W att got the game 
winner in the second half.

Licsle Dyck scored for CKPG  in the 
24th minute of the first half.

“ I think it was a good game for both 
team s,”  said W att, who was shadow ed 
by CKPG midfielder M eredith Bogle 
throughout the game.

Citizen photo by Chuck Nisbett

Klrstln Johns of Houlo (centre) tries to shake the checking of CKPG’s Lelsle Dyck (left) and Meredith Bogle (3).

“ It’s am azing,”  said Watt. “ I’m really 
happy —  I ’ve never played on a team 
that’s had a perfect season.”

She said the fact that it was their last 
gam e together made the win special.

“ For our team this was the last one.”

“ I think it was by far the best game 
our girls p layed,”  said CKPG coach 
Gary M acLean. “ It was anybody’s game 
right until the end .”

“ I think we were pretty evenly 
m atched,”  said Bogle, who at 25 is the

one senior player on CKPG. “ It’s just 
unfortunate —  som eone had to w in .”

Even though the playoffs arc over and 
the Houle Electric youth team is no 
m ore, many o f the girls will have one 
last chance to play together again.

The Prince G eorge Lasers —  an under- 
19 team combined from Houle Electric 
and CKPG —  are off to avenge their 
un d er-15 defeat at the provincial cham ­
pionship  in Kamloops this weekend.

A nd as luck would have it, they will 
get a  second shot a t the team that beat

them last time —  the Oak Bay Redcaps 
from Victoria.
■  In the consolation final Monday, Dom- 
ino’s-O ’Grady blanked B.X. Pub 3-0, 
which dropped B.X. to fifth spot.

E arl’s finished fourth by edging Uni­
versity M azda 3-2, while The Pas 
defeated Myatovic Construction 2-1 in a 
shootout to take seventh place.
■  Niners Diner and Honda North played 
to a 1-1 tie in North Cariboo senior soc­
cer action at Old Rotary Stadium M on­
day.

S ID E L IN E S

B a s e b a l l
A L

Chicago 4 Toronto 3 
Texas 5 M ilw aukee 4 
Cleveland 5-6 O akland 6-2 
M innesota 13 D etroit 3 
Kansas City 7 Baltim ore 1 
New York 6 Seattle 3 
Boston 4 C alifornia 3 (11 ings) 

N L
St. Louis 10 H ouston 4 
Cincinnati 6 P ittsburgh 4 
San Francisco 10 M ontreal 4 
Philadelphia 9 Los A ngeles 5 
San Diego 12 N ew  York 7 
A tlanta 9 Florida 7 
Chicago 10 C olorado 1

BUFFALO, N .Y. (AP) —  As 6,000 
athletes —  including 229 Canadians 
—  converge for the W orld University 
Games beginning this week, police 
are taking extra security precautions 
in the wake of recent terrorist plots in 
New York City.

The O lym pic- 
styk*. games are 
being held for the 
first time in the 
United States.
The games are 
the w orld’s sec­
ond-biggest a th ­
letic com petition 
after the Sum m er 
Olympics, 
making the event 
a prime target for 
potential ter­
rorists, authorities 
said.

“ You prepare obviously for the 
worst, and hope for the best,”  said 
Thomas Coyle, w ho heads the FBI in 
Buffalo.

A bout 50 law -enforcem ent agen­
cies in New York and Canada are 
participating in security efforts.

A t the 1972 O lym pics in Munich, 
11 Israeli athletes were killed by 
A rab terrorists at the athlete’s village.

T hat m em ory, plus the recent ter­
rorist bom bing o f  the World Trade 
C entre and the arrests o f terrorists 
w ho plotted to kill U.S. officials, 
have prom pted the security measures.

M ore  G am es, page 15.

T O D A Y

■  B A SEB A LL: T he Chicago W hite 
Sox visit the T oronto  Blue Jays at 
4:30 on TSN (cable 16). The C incin­
nati Reds visit the Chicago Cubs at 5 
on W GN (cable 25). The Atlanta 
Braves visit the SL Louis Cardinals at 
5:30 on TBS (cable 24).

W E D N E SD A Y

■  B A SEB A LL: T he Cincinnate Reds 
visit the Chjcago C ubs at 12:10 p.m. 
on W GN (cable 25).

S l o p p y  J a y s  h e l p  S o x  s t y m i e  H e n t g e n
by ST E V E  M cA L L IS T E R  

C an ad ian  P ress
TORONTO —  Pat Hentgen m ust have 

known his roll would stop at som e point. 
But he w ouldn’t have figured that his 
teammates would help put up the road­
block.

The Blue Jays showed M onday night 
why the club is mired in its lengthiest 
winless drought o f the season. The C hi­
cago White Sox took advantage o f Hent- 
gen’s sluggish start, the Blue Jays’ sudden 
offensive woes and som e dismal defence 
for a 4-3 victory.

Despite going the distance for the first 
tim e as a big-leaguer, Hentgen (11-3) 
suffered his first defeat in 10 starts. And 
the Jays, who looked forw ard to being 
home after a nine-game road trip, dropped 
their fifth straight decision to m atch their 
worst skid of last year.

“ There’s definitely a fatigue factor,”  
said Joe Carter, whose m ental lapse in the 
outfield led to the W hite S ox ’s eventual 
winning run. “ We w ere ju s t on the road 
for 10 days and getting in a t four in the 
morning (M onday, on a  flight from 
Kansas City), that’s no fun.

“ But there’s only six or seven games
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CP photo

Pat Hentgen couldn’t believe his luck.

before the all-star break (next week) so 
you ju s t have to keep going.”

T he Jays played like a team which was 
already on vacation in front o f an equally 
sluggish full house o f 50,508 at the Sky- 
D om e. Hentgen, who should still plan on 
p itching next Tuesday in Baltimore when 
baseball’s best gather at Camden Yards, 
w as raked for eight hits in the first three 
innings.

Frank Thom as’s 18th homer, one o f the 
hard-hitting first basem an’s three hits, put 
the W hite Sox in front 3-0 leading o ff the 
third. Darnell Coles then zigged when he 
should have zagged on Robin V entura’s 
liner to left, turning a flyout into a double.

W ith one out, Carter caught Bo Jack­
so n ’s fly ball and, after jogging a  few 
steps, rolled the ball towards the infield. 
V entura was running all the way from sec­
ond and scored easily.

“ Those things happen,”  said Carter, 
w ho knew he’d com m itted the sam e faux 
pas in the past but couldn’t rem em ber ex­
actly when. “ It was a mental lapse on my 
part, that’s all it was.

“ Nobody feels as bad as I do.”
C arter wasn’t alone. Tony Fernandez at­

tem pted to steal third with nobody out in 
the fifth and the Jays trailing by four runs.

Ed Sprague lifted a  fly ball to shallow  
right field, and by the time Fernandez lo­
cated the ball, it was far too late to avoid 
a double play.

“ W e’ve always been aggressive,”  said 
Cito Gaston, whose club has only scored 
10 runs in the last six games. “ If you 
m ake a mistake by being aggressive, tha t’s 
O K .”

Chicago skipper Gene Lamont m ight 
beg to differ. Ozzie Guillen tried to throw 
out Sprague —  who represented Toronto’s 
third run —  after grabbing C oles’s routine 
grounder in the ninth. Sprague was safe 
and Coles ended up at second w ith the 
tying run.

“ I think you saw two really sm art ball 
players, for whatever reasons, make m en­
tal errors,”  said Chicago manager G ene 
Lamont in reference Guillen and C arter’s 
miscues. “ They’re both usually such 
heads-up players.”

Roberto Hernandez go t his 16th save in 
relief o f Wilson Alvarez (8-4), but it 
w asn’t easy. With the winning run at first 
and two out in the ninth, Ventura inter­
cepted a liner off Roberto A lom ar’s bat 
that was headed for left field.


