The sounds of silent movies

ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) —
Bang! It’s a shootout. Crash! A
chair falls over. Whap! The hero
gets slapped in the face.

This is a silent movie?

ing specific pieces of music. Those
were often generic, interchangea-
ble pieces with names such as
Dramatic Tension No. 1, intended
“‘for general use,”” and Furioso
No. 60, for scenes ‘‘depicting con-
flict and riot.”’

In a few cases, such as Charlie
Chaplin’s 1928 City Lights, an en-
tire score was written for the film.

By 1929, the silent-movie era
was ending, and much of the

These days, most people watch
silent films with only the whir of
the projector for accompaniment.
Music Professor Donald Huns-
berger compares that to cooking
without salt and pepper.

with the sensibility - of today’s
audiences in mind.”’

With all the different musicians
and ensembles that played with
each silent film as it showed
across the country, there is no
single authentic score, Hunsberger
said.

“If a show were shown in
10,000 theatres, there would be
10,000 different scores.”’

The films Hunsberger has scored

include Lon Chaney’s The Phan-
tom of the Opera and The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame, Douglas
Fairbanks’ The Mark of Zorro and
Buster Keaton’s Our Hospitality.
In modem-sound movies, the
soundtracks are synchronized to
the on-screen action with split-sec-
ond, computer-generated precision.

Accompanying a silent movie
takes more old-fashioned talents.

“It’s only half the picture,” he
says.

The authentic silent-movie ex-
perience, says Hunsberger, isn’t
silent at all.

The silver-haired professor, who
teaches conducting at the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester, has
spent the last decade re-creating
the sounds of silent movies. He
has compiled musical scores for
more than a dozen silent films,
which he performs with orchestras
across the country.

Silent movies almost always had
accompaniment  of some kind,
whether a single piano player or a
full orchestra. In the early days of
film, local accompanists hired by
the theatres played whatever music
they had on hand, with little rcgard
to the action on screen.

Around 1915, movie distributors
began issuing cue sheets suggest-

music written for it disappeared.

“‘Once the period was over,
theatres had no use for the
music,”” Hunsberger said. ‘‘They
just threw it out.”’

Not only the music, but many of
the films themselves were lost.
Tens of thousands of motion pic-
tures were made between 1915 and
1929, the heyday of silent film.
Only about one in 10 has survived.

Hunsberger works with the
George Eastman House and its
vast collection of silent films, and
the Eastman School library, which
has a collection of 15,000 film ac-
companiments. He is constantly
listening for music he might be
able to use in a film score.

“I heard something the other
day that would be great for a train
scene,”’ he said. ‘I look for some-
thing that is going to reflect the
mood of what’s on the screen,
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ciNnerLex oneoN CINEMA GUIDE

ODEON CINEMAS
355 VANCOUVER STREET » 562-2935

THE RISING SUN

SHOWTIMES NIGHTLY: 6:45 & 9:05 P.M.

* ADMISSION *5%

CALL 562-3233

DOUBLE FEATURE

AUGUST 20 - 21

BENNY & JOON

Starring Johnny Depp, Mary Stuart
Masterson, Aidan Quinn

Warning: Occasional suggestive
scenes and swearing.

@y

UNTAMED HEART

Starring Christian Slater, Marisa Tomei

Warning: Occasional violence, nudity
and very coarse language.

TO GET CLEAR SOUND TUNE 96.1 ON YOUR FM CAR RADIO
OR 850 AM RADIO OR 107.7 FM STEREO
For turther Information call 967-4342 - GATES OPEN 8:30 p.m.

SHOWS AT DUSK

Park Drive-in Theatre

5 & under FREE ¢ 6-12 $1.00 ¢ 13 & over: $4.50
Triple Feature: $6.00 Includes GST
(At North Central Raceways Park)
Chief Lake Road

“Mad Dog and Glory Is Full Of Rewards.”

—New York Times

~ ROBERTDENIRO
UMATHURMAN BILL MURRAY

460 Ospika Bivd., Prince George, B.C.
561-2388

£1993 Universal City Studios, Inc. Alf Rights Reserved
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1935 Victoria St., Prince George, B.C.
561-2355

B.C. Warning: Some violence, nudity & suggestive language. ==
HARD TARGET
SHOWTIMES NIGHTLY: 7:00 & 9:00 P.M. &=
B.C. Warning: Some violence, nudity & suggestive scenes.
HEART & SOULS

(aaTung)

SHOWTIMES: 7:05 & 9:05 p.m.
B.C. Warning: Occasional coarse & suggestive language, violence.

“CONNERY AND SNIPES SIMPLY SIZZ1LE IN THE
CAN'TMISS lIIRll LER OF THE SUMMER”
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For showtlmes check CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMA GUIDE

“A W\GICAL FANTASY, BLENDING
¢ LAUGHS AND TEARS. A BUOYANTLY
Fl\\b PUTE\TLY ACTED FiLy”

ravers. KOLLING STONE MAGAZINE

For showtimes check CINEPLEX-ODEON CINEMA GUIDE
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Summer Weekend Specials

(FRIDAY AND SATURDAY)
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‘East Ocean Restaurant

Authentic Chinese Cuisine

Super Chinese Smorg

LUNCH DINNER ———
Monday - Friday Everyday
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 5:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
S £~ 50" SQQ25*
plus GST plus GST
SUMMER SPECIAL
ANY PICKUP OR

1 O% Of DELIVERY OVER $20

HOME DELIVERY 562-2882 - 633 Victoria St.

“FIRST- RATE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT!

WONDERFULLY FUNNY AND CHARMING!”
-Bill Diehl, ABC RADIO NETWORK
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4th Fantastic Week!

MATINEES DAILY 12:15 & 2:00 P.M.
ALL MATINEE SEATS $3.00
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theatre
494 Georqe St. Phona 56! 0103

A murdered wife.
A one-armed man.

An obsessed detective.

The chase hegins.
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theatre B.C. Warning: Some violence and coarse language

,C;ZQBQNSGEOI SHOWS NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:30 P.M.

STARTS :
TONIGHT!
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Touchstone
Pictures

Distributed by BUENA VISTA PICTURES DISTRIBUTION, INC
© TOUCHSTONE PICTURES

B.C. Warning: Some violence, occasional
suggestive and coarse language.

SHOWS NIGHTLY
7:10 & 9:20 P.M.

(Marver)

494 George St. Phone: 561-0303

TAKE A STAND FOR
ﬂi‘i mmon m

STARTS TOMORROW!

B.C. Werning: MATINEES DAILY 12 & 2:15 P.M.
(V) \violent scenes ALL MATINEE SEATS $3.00
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