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CORRECTION NOTICE
In  o u r  B 9 - 1  H o u s e w a r e s  F a i r  f ly ­

e r ,  B l a c k  & D e c k e r  C o f f e e  
M a k e r ,  B l a c k  & D e c k e r  K e t t l e  o n  

p a g e  1 0  will be substituted at 
the store.  I n t e r p l a k  

R e p l a c e m e n t  B r u s h  H e a d s  o n  

p a g e  1 4  should read "2-pack” 
n o t  4 - p a c k .
S o r r y  f o r  a n y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h i s  

m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d .

◦  n i g h t m a r e
BELMONT, N.S. (CP) —  An 

elderly mother’s dream for her dis­
abled daughter has turned into a 
nightmare.

When Beatrice Holmes paid 
$38,000 for a small home four 
years ago, she planned to share it 
with her daughter and son-in-law, 
then leave it to them when she 
dies.

At the rate it’s falling apart, 
there w on’t be much to leave.

“ No one should be living in that 
house,”  said Philip DeBay, a 
building inspector hired by 
Holmes. “ The house will collapse 
within three years and I suspect if 
we get any kind of winter at all, 
the basement wall will cave in.”

Sitting in her dimly lit kitchen, 
Holmes shakes her head when 
asked why she bought the wooden 
home in 1989.

“ After years in Ontario, we 
were coming back home to retire,”  
explained the silver-haired 74 year 
old. “ It was my hope we’d be able 
to set up a small craft business 
and, in combination with the 
house, there would be something 
for my daughter when I’m gone.”

Two w eeks after they moved in, 
the dream began to crumble.

Basement w alls have shifted vis­
ibly and the gables are falling in. 
Illegal traps in the plumbing allow  
sewer gas to leak into the home, 
and the roof leaks. The wiring is 
so bad an electrician will no 
longer attempt to hook up lights.

By August 1992, the condition 
o f  the property was so bad an in­
surance company refused to renew 
H olm es’s fire policy —  a move 
that effectively closed the craft 
business.

“ At the lim e I looked at the 
property, I had just had cataract 
surgery and my eyesight was very 
bad,”  said Holm es. “ Angelinc 
(her daughter) couldn’t get through 
the house ’cause o f  her wheelchair 
and (son-in-law) Len was preoc­
cupied with finding a job, so we 
trusted the real estate agent.

“ I thought I w as protected when 
the bank approved a mortgage.”

Sharon Corcoran, past president 
o f  the Northern Nova Scotia Real 
Estate Board, said her group ex ­
amined the sale and found the 
agent did nothing wrong.

However, the board has since 
recommended that when the condi­
tion o f a house is questionable, 
clients should be strongly advised 
to seek the written advice o f a 
building inspector.

Holmes has tried to sell the 
house without success and said 
walking away w ould mean default­
ing on a collateral mortgage that 
would allow the bank to seize

“ I’ve really fallen through the 
cracks,”  said Holmes. “ I’ve tried 
every avenue I know. There’s lots 
o f people who’vc expressed sym­
pathy, but that doesn’t provide me 
any warmth when the wind is 
blowing through my walls.’’

Beatrice Holmes 
and her disabled 
daughter Ange- 
line have little 
hope fo r their fu­
ture. The house 
they bought in 
Belmont, N.S., In 
1989 (back­
ground) Is col­
lapsing around 
them and they 
don ’t have the fi­
nances to  fix it.
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The facts are clear. Record numbers of 
women are joining the work force; the 
opportunity to fully contribute must be 
assured. Tie the NEXT STEP-

Wednesday, October 20th 
9:00™ thru 4:00rm 

at the O.L.A. Workplace 
Training Centre,

1445 Tenth Avenue, P.G.
$1979S (GST Included) Iw LUNCH

Be one of the 15,000 North 
Americans attending via 
satellite link-up. Session 

moderated by Jan Pooley, 
President of The Northern 

Community Business College.

Open learning 
Agency

T h e  B e s t  N e v e r  R e s t

1993 BRONCO XLT 4X4
• 351 V8 • Auto O/D trans. • Air • Cruise, tilt,* PW, PL • AM/FM/Cass • One way glass 

• Trailer tow pkg. • Captain’s chairs • Alum. Wheels • Luxury group • B1217

1 9 9 3  AEROSTAR 
XL WAGON

•Sport Pkg. • 3.0L V6 engine • Auto. O/D trans. • Rear window defroster • Rear window wip­
er/washer • AM/FM stereo • Forged aluminum wheels • Sport stripe • Undercoat • W1638

‘ Rebates to 
dealer or 
6.9% rate

D r e a m
b e c o m e s

H O M E  F A L L IN G  A P A R T

everything —  from a customized 
van for the disabled to furniture.

“ W e’re in a terrible situation 
here,”  she said. “ W e’re scared to 
go  to sleep at night. W e’re living 
in a house that’s dangerous uid  
should be bulldozed, but we still 
have $22,000 on a mortgage w e’re 
paying.”

Armed with little more than an 
old-age pension and a burning 
desire to keep her family together, 
Holmes has begun a one-person 
campaign to find a solution.

Thumbing through a thick file, 
she pulls out copies of letters 
detailing investigations by govern­
ment agencies and industry com ­
mittees.

Documents in the file include a 
letter from the county housing 
authority which states the house is 
in such bad shape, it doesn’t qual­
ify for repair money. A building 
inspector’s report details structural 
deficiencies that would require 
$35,000 worth o f  repairs to make 
the house salable.

The file also includes an ap­
praisal putting the value of the 
house at between $14,000 to 
$21,000, and a series of legal 
papers detailing a failed attempt to 
sue the bank and appraiser on the 
grounds they knew, or should have 
know, about the defects.

9 9 3  V o  u m e  P u r c h a s
1993 FORD 

TEMPO GL 4 DR.
2.3 L engine -  Automatic transmission
-  A ir conditioning -  Electric m irrors
-  Tinted glass -  Interval wipers
-  AM/FM cassette -  Power steering
-  Power disc brakes -  Low kms.

S T A R T IN G  A S  L O W  A S

1993 MERCURY 
TOPAZ GS 4 DR.
2.3 L engine -  Autom atic transm ission
-  A ir conditioning -  AM/FM cassette
-  Electric mirrors -  Interval w ipers
-  Power steering -  Power disc brakes
-  Tinted glass -  Low kms.

S T A R T IN G  A S  L O W  A S

choose
from

3.8 L engine -  Automaiic overdrive 
transmission -  Air conditioning -  Cruise/tilt 
-  Power windows and door locks -  AM/FM 
cassette -  Electric mirrors -  Tinted glass $ 1 4  Q Q C
-  Driver’s air bag -  Much more -  Low kms. Ill

I I  W i l vS T A R T IN G  A S  L O W  A S

1993 ESCORT LX 
4 DR. HATCHBACK
-  Automatic transmission -  A ir 
conditioning -A M /F M  cassette
-  Tinted glass -  Power steering
-  Power disc brakes -  Low kms.


