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AUTO DEALERS ‘CLOSE TO LOSING THEIR SHIRTS’

D o w n to w n  c r im e  a c tio n  p la n n e d
b y  B E R N IC E  T R I C K  

C it iz e n  S ta f f
P rin ce  G eo rg e  au to dealers arc 

“ close to losing th e ir  shirts”  due 
to  c rim e , says the R C M P  head o f  
c rim e  prevention .

“ W e  have b latan t, arrogant 
p eop le  in  this c o m m u n ity ,”  C p l. 
A l M c C a ig  to ld  about 4 0  T o w n - 
center Business A ssociation m em ­
bers a t W ed n esd ay ’s m onthly  
T C B A  m eeting.

H e ’s counting on  the C o m m u ­

n ity  P o lic ing  Access C entre  
(C P A C ) to help reduce c rim e  in 
do w ntow n Prince G eorge.

“ W e  w an t to ju m p  in to  C P A C  
w ith  both fe e t  I ’d lik e  to see the 
w h ole  (c rim e prevention) u n it in 
C P A C ,”  said M c C a ig , add ing  the 
idea is under rev ie w .

I t  w o uld  m ean increased p a tro l­
ling  o f  streets and closer lia ison  
w ith  d o w ntow n businesspeople.

“ I t ’s a  co m m itm en t w e ’d  lik e  to 
m ake to the d o w ntow n . W e

be liev e  in the co m m un ity  and w e  
w an t it  c r im e -fre e ,”  said M c C a ig , 
w h o ’s scheduled a special m eeting  
w ith  auto dealers.

S upporting M c C a ig ’s statements, 
T C B A  president H a rry  Strecken- 
bach to ld  ho w  H on da N orth  has 
had m ore cars stolen during the 
past e ig h t m onths than over the 
past e ig h t years.

D a v e  Fanshaw , ow ner o f  H onda  
N o rth , said today h e ’s had nine  
cars stolen since last June.

Those that have been recovered  
have been p a rtia lly  stripped, said  
Fanshaw , w h o  believes m ost thefts  
becom e “ qu ick-sells”  to buy  
drugs.

O n e  o ffen der had a num ber o f  
heroin hypoderm ic needles on his  
person w hen apprehended, F a n ­
shaw said.

“ I t ’s fin e  to say w e have in ­
surance, bu t the insurance co m p a­
nies can ’ t continue to pay, and w e  
can ’ t continue to afford  the in ­

creased insurance rates ,”  said Fan­
shaw.

Since D ec . 1 seven vehicles  
have been stolen from  N orth land  
Plym outh  C h rysler, sales m anager 
Peter C ra w fo rd  to ld  T h e  C itizen  
this m onth.

B oth auto dealers speak o f  
stolen w heels , sm ashed w indow s  
and th eft o f  in terio r components 
lik e  ign itions , stereos and speakers.

“ R C M P  do a fin e  jo b , but the

court system lets them g o ,”  said  
Fanshaw.

M c C a ig  encourages business­
people to attend a crim e preven­
tion sem inar w h ich  w ill  focus on  
shoplifting and arm ed robbery. T h e  
sem inar is scheduled fo r 7  p.m .* 

M a rch  10 a t the Coast Inn  o f  the  
N orth .

McCaig invited business people 
experiencing particular problems 
to contact him at 561-3300.

HEAVY SNOW ACROSS PROVINCE

Assessor defends hike
in city property values

by B E R N IC E  T R I C K  
C it iz e n  S ta f f

Prince G eo rg e businesses can 
b lam e them selves fo r  rising assess­
m ents o f  d o w n to w n  properties , 
says an o ffic ia l fo r the B .C . 
Assessm ent A u th o rity .

“ Y o u  in the business c o m m u ­
n ity  are the ones d riv in g  (p ro p erty ) 
values in the C ity  o f  P rince  
G e o rg e ,”  deputy assessor A n d re w  
M o ffa t  told ab ou t 4 0  To w n c en te r  
Business A sso cia tion  m em bers  
W ednesday.

“ Y o u  fo llo w  y o u r custom ers. I  
ju s t fo llo w  the m ark e t, bu t I  d o n ’t 
set i t ,”  he said.

I f  property assessments are in ­
creasing it p ro b ab ly  m eans busi­
ness is good. O n  the other hand, i f  
customers arc scarce and business 
is slow , values prob ab ly  w o n ’ t go  
up, he said.

T h e  14 appraisers in Prince  
G eo rg e use the “ incom e ap­
proach”  to assess at least 9 0  per 
cent o f  properties in the area fro m

V alem ou nt to Fraser L a k e  to 
M ackenzie.

I t  means they base the assess­
m ent on w h at they fig ure  an  ow ner 
can pro fit annually , a fte r expenses, 
i f  he was to rent the place ou t.

M o ffa t said i t ’s the “ m ost m ys­
terious o f  the m ethods used to  c a l­
culate assessments”  w h ich  also in ­
clude a “ cost approach”  w h ich  
defines the cost to buy lan d  and 
rebuild, and the “ com parison ap­
proach”  w hich com pares se lling  
prices in the area.

Those w ho w an t to appea l be­
cause they’re unhappy w ith  assess­
ments are w elcom ed b y  B C A A .

“ W e ’re one o f  th e  fe w  agencies 
w hich encourages people to  c r it i­
c ize  and rev iew  our w o rk ,”  said 
M o ffa t.

T w o  levels o f  appeal are  a v a ila ­
ble to property owners: an in fo r­
m al court o f  revis ion, m ade up o f  
a three-m em ber board, and a 
higher level Assessm ent A pp ea l 
Board.

The board charges $ 2 5  fo r  an

appeal, but it  ensures the assess­
m ent is correct, said M o ffa t.

H e  doesn’ t lik e  those years
w hen assessments catch property* 
ow ners by surprise.

“ W e  do n ’ t w an t any m ore sur­
prises,”  he said, re ferring  to last 
y e a r’s tax revo lt, p a rticu larly  in the 
com m ercia l sector, w hen some
assessments soared.

T o  help avo id  those surprises, 
taxpayers should study their
assessment statements ca re fu lly  
each year.

“ I f  yo u ’re being under-assessed, 
and w e  find  out, it  w il l  be fixed . I f  
the m arket is good, expect your  
m arket va lue to increase.”

T h e  province o f  B .C . also plays  
a ro le  in assessments, said M o ffa t.

Last year V ic to ria  changed the 
w ay  it  applied school tax and, “ It  
took m oney fro m  y o u ,”  he said, 
adding the province can change its 
fo rm ula  w henever it  pleases.

A v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  i s s u e d
by C a n a d ia n  Press

V A N C O U V E R  —  H e a v y  
sn ow fa ll th roughout B ritish  
C o lu m b ia  has created an ex trem e  
avalanche hazard , b lock ing  h igh ­
w ay s , fo rc ing  sk i resorts to close  
runs and p ro m p tin g  w arnings  
against venturing  in to  m ountainous  
areas.

U p  to tw o  m etres o f  snow has 
fa lle n  in the past w eek in some  
parts o f  the p rov ince and m ore is 
forecast through the w eekend.

“ T h a t am ou nt o f  new snow just 
c a n ’ t  strengthen up q u ick ly  
e n o u g h ,”  A la n  D en n is , m anager o f  
the C an adian  A va lan c h e  C en tre  in 
R eve ls to ke , B .C ., said W ednesday.

T h e  centre, 4 0 0  k ilom etres  
northeeast o f  V an co u ver, m onitors  
sn ow  conditions across B ritish  
C o lu m b ia .

D en n is  said the new  snow is sit­
tin g  on  an unstable base, m akin g

the safety risk the w o rst it  has 
been a ll w in ter.

People planning trips in to  back- 
counuy areas this w eeken d should  
use extrem e caution, he sa id .

“ W e ’re rea lly  advising people  
aw ay from  the a lp in e ,”  sa id  D e n ­
nis, adding wooded areas or  
groomed ski runs are a  sa fer bet. 
“ It  m ight be a good w eeken d  to 
stay hom e and read a good b o o k .”

D rivers are also lik e ly  to en­
counter avalanche problem s in  the 
next fe w  days, although h ighw ay  
crews are w o rk in g  to ensure roads 
are safe.

A n  avalanche closed a po rtion  o f  
H ig h w ay 3 , know n as the S alm o- 
C reston H ig h w a y , in  the 
Kootenays fo r fiv e  hours on  W e d ­
nesday. A  sm all avalanche also 
tem porarily  shut dow n the road to 
M o u n t W ashington near C ourtenay  
on V ancou ver Island.

A n d  drivers on the Tran s-C an a­
da H ig h w a y  should expect delays  
o f  up to tw o hours w est o f  R eve ls­
toke as road crew s use explosives  
to bring dow n dangerous chunks  
o f  snow in G la c ie r  N a tio n a l P ark.

W h is tle r and B lackco m b m o u n ­
tains, 100 k ilom etres north o f  V a n ­
co uver, have received  almost 2 0 0  
centim etres o f  n ew  snow —  a l­
m ost enough to  bury a pro  
basketa ll p layer —  in the past 
w eek.

“ I t  m ay  very w e ll be the biggest 
storm  in B lac kco m b ’s h isto ry,”  
A rth u r D eJong , B lackcom b’s 

operations m anager, said o f the re ­
cent sn o w fa ll.

“ T h e  backcountry is extrem ely  
dangerous rig h t n o w , and I  w o u ld  
advise that no one go into the 

b ackco u n try .”

Citizen photo by Dave Milne
Valerie Houghton’s trail-breaking dogs provided a useful addition to 

J o g g in g  With d o g s  winter jogging along Foothills Boulevard since the snow began fal­
ling again. On top of the 12.6 centimetres that fell Wednesday, 
another 10 centimetres is expected by Friday morning.
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Farcus

‘No excuses. It’s overdue ... now, hand over 
the coconuts!"

H a s  life  b e e n  g e t t in g  y o u  d o w n  la te ly ?
b y  G O R D O N  H O E K S T R A  

C it iz e n  StafT  

F in d in g  it  a lit tle  d iffic u lt to 
drag yo u rse lf o u t o f  bed?

L o o k in g  less and less fo rw ard  
to  sh ove lling  yo u r driveway?

F in d in g  it  hard to get o f f  the 
sofa and d o w n to  the gym  or out 
fo r a cross-country ski?

W e ll ,  you m ig h t not be alone. 

Scientists have found that 
peop le , som e m ore than others, 
are sensitive to changes in the 
am ou nt o f  d a y lig h t hours.

D u rin g  transition times —  
P rin ce  G eo re  is experiencing one 
n o w  (yo u  m ay  have noticed i t ’ s 
staying lig h t longer and longer)

—  people have to reset their in ­
ternal clocks and some have d i f f i ­
cu lty do ing that and develop  a set 
o f  sym ptom s called Seasonal A d ­
justm ent D isorder (S A D ).

T h e  sym ptom s include feelings  
o f  depression, sleep problem s, 
lo w  energy and the idea o f  just 
not w anting  to pu ll yo urse lf o f f  
the couch.

M a n y  people experience some 
o f  these sym ptom s to som e de­
gree but w hen they becom e deha- 
b ilita tin g  i t ’s called S A D , said 
M e n ta l H ea lth  Service d irector  
M e l A n th o n y .

“ T h a t is, it  actually interferes

w ith  a person’s a b ility  to carry  
out th e ir no rm al function ing .

“ I t ’ s no t ju s t, ‘ I ’m  feeling a 
lit tle  dow n to d a y .’ I t ’ s ‘ I  can’t get 
out to w o rk .’ ”

People in  the N o rth  are m ore 
suscepitible to S A D  because o f  
the w id e  range o f  hours o f  d a y l­
ight and hours o f  darkness, said 
A nthon y.

“ M o s t people have some reac­
tion, bu t i t  doesn’ t stop them  
from  going to w o rk . T h e y  m ake a 
rapid ad justm ent to it.

“ So, fo r a w e e k  o r  tw o  th ey’ ll 
give  up th e ir exerc ise routines be­
cause they can ’ t get around to

feeling  up to i t  B ut then they  
p ick  up again  and o f f  they g o .”

T h e  best th ing  to  do is to do  
the opposite o f  w h at you feel lik e  
doing , said A n th o n y . “ D o n ’ t lo o k  
fo r excuses, ju s t get ou t and do  i t  
M a yb e  no t as m uch o r push 
yo u re lf as hard, but get ou t and 
do it .”

I t  also helps i f  the people  
around you understand w h at you  
are going through because y o u ’ ll 
probably be a little  hostile and  
chippy, said A n th o n y , adding that 
lig h t therapy can help

“ C erta in  frequencies o f  lig h t 
seem to a ffec t the system posi­
t iv e ly .”
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