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PRINCE GEORGE

C it iz e n
62.7 MILLION LESS

R e c y c l i n g  c o s t  

u n d e r  b u d g e t

D e a d  m a n ’ s  m o t h e r

by B E R N IC E  T R IC K  

- C it iz e n  S ta ff

Here’s a Christmas present fo r 

taxpayers in  the Prince George 

region.

You ’l l  pay at least $2.7 m illio n  

less than the estimated $48.4 m il

lion  fo r a recycling program in  the 

new Reg iona l So lid  Waste 

M anagem ent P lan being im p le 

mented by the Fraser-Fort George 

Regional D istric t.

T ha t’s because recycling w o rk 

is being contracted out to C rown 

Packaging L td . ( fo rm e rly  C P L  

Paperboard) o f Prince George to 

provide the service for residential, 

industria l and institutional sectors.

B y  using the contractor, taxpay

ers w i l l save $2.2 m illio n  in capital 

costs and $750,000 in operating

costs by not having to h ire  workers, 

buy trucks and other equipment, 

construct a recycling fac ility  o r 

m arket the material.

I t  w i l l  cost taxpayers about 

$239,450 in  operating costs annu

a lly  to rent recycling bins and pay 

the contractor fo r hau ling  the mate

ria ls  to its premises in  the B C R  

Indus tria l site from  M ackenzie , 

M cB ride , Dunster and Valemount, 

where drop-off depots are estab

lished. Crown- Packag ing was 

awarded the contract Thursday by 

reg ional d istrict directors at the rec

ommendation o f the standing solid 

waste committee, wh ich reviewed 

proposals by fou r bidders —  two 

from  outside the region.

The contractor is o ffe ring  a bet

te r proposal than p lanned by

F F G R D  in  that it w i l l accept m ixed 

paper products lik e  catalogues, 

telephone books and magazines 

along w ith  cardboard and newspa

per and metal food and beverage 

containers. The contractor has a 

three-year contract w h ich can be 

renewed Jan. 1, 1998.

There w i l l  be 10 drop-off depots 

in  P rince George, three ;in 

M ackenz ie  and one each at 

M cB ride, Dunster and Valemount.;

The contractor is responsible for 

the inspection, maintenance and 

c leanup o f drop-off depots in  

Prince George. I

In  the four other communities, 

regional d istric t officials w i l l  regu

la r ly  inspect the depots and info rm  

the contractor when i t ’s tim e fo r the 

bins to be emptied.

CSIS probed 
other parties

O T T A W A  (CP) —  Canada’s spy 

agency investigated possible South 

A frican  attempts to influence sev

eral Canadian po litica l parties —  

not just Reform  —  in the late 

1980s, a Commons committee was 

to ld today.

“C S IS  did check possible rela

tions o r covert influence o f the for

eign country . . . w ith  other p o liti

cal parties, not ju s t Reform ,” said 

M iche l Robert, acting chairman o f 

the agency’s watchdog.

Robert, c iting legal restrictions, 

refused to identify the countiy.

B u t Re fo rm  Leader Preston 

M ann ing  has confirm ed it was 

South Africa.

c a l l s  f o r
b y M A R IL Y N  S T O R IE  

C it iz e n  S ta ff

A  B e lla  Coo la woman whose 

son was murdered in Prince George 

by a p risoner in  breach o f his 

parole is ca lling  on federal and 

p rovinc ia l ju risd ic tions to put the 

safety o f the public first.

M arjean Fichtenberg said she 

fe lt compelled to speak out and 

w rite  to the House o f Commons 

after listening to remarks made by 

M P  W arren A llm and  this week.

A llm a n d  said people don’t 

understand the implications o f not 

a llow ing  those serving life  sen

tences fo r m urder to apply fo r 

parole after 15 years.

“I  can assure you, M r. A llm and, 

that most o f us ord inary fo lks do 

have the ab ility  to understand,” 

Fichtenberg w rites. “Po litic ians  

and bureaucrats do not have a 

monopoly on being able to under

stand what is going on in our coun

try.”

Fichtenberg’s son was murdered 

in Prince George by Paul Butler, 

28, who was on parole for several 

v io len t crimes, inc lud ing armed 

robbery.

W hen he was released in  August 

1993, B u tle r was supposed to 

rem ain at a Prince George ha lfway 

house under stringent conditions 

that included a curfew. He slipped 

away from  the house and was free 

fo r a week before he met Dennis 

Lee Fichtenberg, 25, on Sept. 3.

F ichtenberg’s son inv ited  Bu tle r 

to stay at his place. On the fo llo w 

ing evening he was murdered by 

B u tle r in  his m ob ile  home.

B u tle r stabbed Fichtenberg six 

times before taking  his keys and 

w a lle t and fleeing east in  the v ic 

t im ’s p ickup truck. He was arrested 

near W inn ipeg on Sept. 9.

The  judge called it  “a co ld

blooded murder.” B u tle r was sen

tenced to life  in  prison w ithou t pos

s ib ility  o f parole fo r 13 years. The 

m in im um  period o f in e lig ib ility  fo r 

paro le is 10 years, but can be 

extended up to 25 years i f  aggra

vating circumstances surround the 

offence o f second-degree murder.

Fichtenberg can’t forget that her 

son’s death could have been pre

vented th rough m ore cautious 

releases o f offenders.

“W hat seems to be lacking is

you r and other like-minded^ po liti

cians’ a b ility  to understand what 

the m a jo rity  o f Canadians want,” 

F ichtenberg w rote to A llm and . 

“Canadians are fed up w ith  seeing 

the ir sons, daughters and other 

loved ones b ru ta lly  murdered.

“W e are fed up w ith  seeing our 

peace officers being gunned down. 

W e are fed up w ith  laws that give 

convicted k ille rs  the benefit o f the 

doubt, w h ile  ignoring the rights o f • 

Canadians to live  in  a safe society. 

W e are fed up w ith  seeing our 

courts o f law  being underm ined by 

the un ila te ra l decisions o f  a 

Corrections Canada w h ich  very 

often fa ils  to take what is supposed 

to be the ir number one mandate —  

public safety —  into account when 

releasing dangerous c rim ina ls  into 

the m idst o f unsuspecting people.”

The  Safe tyNe t Conference, 

hosted by C A V E A T  (Canadians 

Aga ins t V io lence E ve ryw he re  

Advocating Its Term ination) and 

the Canadian Police Association 

has sent its report, deta iling 146 

specific leg is la tive  and po licy  

amendment recommendations to 

federal and provinc ia l politicians? -

New murder
trial ordered

A  Fort W are man who is serving 

a life  term  in  prison fo r the second- 

degree m urder o f his g irlfriend  w i l l 

get a new tria l.

Gera ld  Smaaslet, now 33, was 

convicted in February 1992 fo r the 

murder o f Donna M ay  Charlie, 22. 

He was sentenced to life  in prison.

C h a r lie ’s headless body was 

discovered A p r i l 17, 1991, buried 

in  a vacant lo t near the 

Sportsm en’s M o te l. The couple 

had been staying at the motel dur

ing a 1990 vacation in Prince 

George.

A n  autopsy failed to determ ine 

how Charlie , also o f Fort Ware, 

had died. Fo rt Ware is a remote 

Ind ian  reserve 450 k ilom etres  

north o f Prince George.

A  panel o f three B.C. Court o f 

Appea l justices overtu rned the 

conviction Thursday and ordered a 

new tria l.

Smaaslet denies he k ille d  

Charlie. He to ld  the tria l judge that 

he and C ha rlie  had been d rink ing  

and doing drugs for several days.

Citizen photo by Brent Braaten

Old St. Nick will be at the Fraser-Fort George Regional Museum Sunday for an open house

Y o u n g s te rs  v is it  C h r is tm a s  p a s t
b y  G O R D O N  H O E K S T R A  

C it iz e n  S ta ff

The  w ind how ls around the 

comers o f the schoolhouse. Cold, 

w h ite  snow is c lea rly  v is ib le out

side the large windows.

Ch ild ren sit qu ie tly  in  wooden 

desks, hands folded in  front o f 

them. They do not speak un til 

spoken to.

E ve ry th ing  is made o f wood 

—  the floors, the walls, the ce il

ings.

Welcome to school in  1910 

courtesy o f  the Fraser-Fort 

George Reg iona l M useum  —  

Christmas 1910 to be exact.

Betty Burbee’s Grade 3-4 split 

class at H e ritage  E lem en ta ry  

School has been learning about 

Canada this year and has focused 

on Christmas past in  December.

They  got a taste o f an old- 

fashioned Christmas firs t hand

Thursday mom ing, v is iting  the 

museum and taking part in  an 

old-time French-Canadian lu n 

cheon back at the school.

“W e ’ve learned what they did, 

what they eat and how they dec

orated the tree,” said nine-year- 

o ld G illia n  Knox, w ho ’s in  Grade 

4.

The  Heritage students rea lly  

got in to  the sp irit o f the trip  back 

in  time, dressing up in  period 

costume. The g irls  wore gingham 

dresses and bonnets; w h ile  the 

boys w o re w oo l pants, sus

penders, neck-strangling but- 

toned-up long-sleeve shirts and 

caps.

“The  k ids at school were 

laughing at me a litt le  b it,” said 

Curtis  Saunders, 8, w ith  a tw in 

k le  in  his eye,

“ I t ’s actually jus t fo r the fun o f 

it,” said Burbee, “and to add a l i t 

tle more authentic ity to the v is it.” 

The  students also learned 

about the d iffe ren t k inds o f 

Santas from  days gone by, said 

A leesha G ille tte, 8.

One o f those Santas from  the 

past —  St. N icholas —  visited 

the children and handed out can

dies in  the old schoolhouse.

Commented one o f the stu

dents: “The y  d id n ’t change 

(Christmas) too much.”

★  ★  ★

The old-fashioned Christmas 

at the museum is open to the pub

lic  un til Dec. 18. The re ’s an open 

house from  noon to 5 p.m. on 

Sunday.

You can also v is it the old- 

fashioned school house fo r 

Christmas readings and hot apple 

cider.

C a ll C in d y  a t 562-1612 fo r 

m o re  in fo rm a tio n .

Built in the 1920s, a pioneer’s hand
crafted log barn in Smithers has found 
new life as showpiece home. Photo 
shows the living room, with fireplace 
stone from an abandoned mine.

photo courtesy of Gary Fiegehen
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