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S c r e e n in g  t h e  n e w
r e le a s e s  by Eric Kohanik

•  L e g e n d s  o f  th e  Fa ll
It’s a big, spraw ling  tale, filled w ith lush period 
flavor, beautifu l countryside, a sm attering  o f 
m ystic  native spirituality  —  and a w hole lot o f  
raw -edged em otion. B ased on Jim  H arrison ’s 
novella, this production  revolves around three 
M ontana brothers (played by A id a n  Q u in n , 
B rad  P i t t  and H e n ry  T h o m a s)  w ho becom e 
sm itten w ith the sam e w om an (Ju lia  O rm o n d ) . 
First in line is T hom as, w ho brings her hom e 
from  H arvard as his fiancee. H ow ever, w hen he 
and his b rothers head o ff  to jo in  the battles o f 
the F irst W orld  W ar, cruel tw ists o f  fate 
s o o n  e m e r g e .  D i r e c t o r  E d w a r d  Z w ic k  
(w h o , to g e th e r  w ith  c o p ro d u c e r  M a r s h a l l  
H e rsk o v itz , also created  T V ’s thirty something 
back in the late 1980s) m uddies his story by 
using too m any narrators and going o ff  on too 
m any tangents. N evertheless, he has crafted  a 
cap tivating  film  that is both breath takingly  
beautifu l and, at tim es, painfully  gutw renching. 
A n th o n y  H o p k in s  delivers a square-jaw ed 
p e r fo rm a n c e  a s  th e  b o y s ’ fa th e r ,  a re tire d  
cavalry  officer w ho has good reasons for his 
c o n te m p t  fo r  th e  h o r ro r s  o f  w a r. O rm o n d  
exudes a haunting  screen beauty, although her 
charism a is underutilized . M eanw hile, o f  the 
b rothers, it is P itt’s em otionally -scarred  charac­
ter that is c learly  the m ost intense and the m ost 
cap tivating  —  not only spiritually , but p hysi­
cally  as well. (C olum bia  T riS tar H om e V ideo; 
laserd isc , in w id e -screen  le tterbox  fo rm at, 
available June 27; also available, in letterbox 
form at, on 8 m m  cassette.)

•  L e g e n d s  o f  t h e  N o r t h
T he copycat title is obviously  m eant to cap ita l­
ize on the aforem entioned  release. But this one 
is a m ediocre adventure about one m an’s quest 
to find a lake in the far north that is supposedly 
filled w ith gold. R a n d y  Q u a id  highlights the 
cast. (A stral V ideo; not available on laserdisc.)

P it t  in  'L e g e n d s ':  e m o tio n a l ly  s c a rre d

•  E m b ra ce  o f  th e  V a m p ire
A nother copycat title. But d o n ’t confuse it w ith 
T om  H a n k s ' upcom ing stint in Interview With 
the V am pire  ( a v a i la b le  Ju n e  6 ). T h is  e ro tic  
th riller bears no resem blance. It casts A ly ssa  
(W ho’s The Boss?) M ila n o  as a young w om an 
w ho finds h erself tom  betw een her college 
b o y f r ie n d  a n d  h e r  v a m p ir e  lo v e r .  A rg h . 
(A llian ce  V ideo ; laserd isc  a v a ilab le  Ju n e  13 
from  Im age Entertainm ent.)

•  H ig h la n d e r  III: The S o rc e re r
Som etim es, it’s im possib le to  understand how  a 
bad m ovie prem ise can keep on spaw ning so 
m any  b ad  se q u e ls . T h is  B ritish -C a n a d ia n - 
F re n c h  c o p r o d u c t io n  is th e  th ird  in  th e  
H ig h la n d e r  s e r ie s .  T h is  t im e , th e  h e ro ic  
H igh lander (p layed by C h r is to p h e r  L a m b e r t)  
goes up against an evil m agician (M a rio  V an  
P e e b le s ) .  In the end. it all boils dow n to a 
horrib le w aste o f  v ideotape. (M alofilm  V ideo; 
not available on laserdisc.)

TO P R E N T A L S

1. F o r r e s t  G u m p  
Tom Hanks

2. R ich ie  R ich 
M acau lay  C ulk in

3. T h e  J u n g le  B o o k  
Jason S co tt Lee

4. M a ry  S h e l le y 's  
F r a n k e n s te in  
K enn e th  B ranagh

5. A  L o w  D o w n  D ir ty  
S h a m e
K eenen Ivo ry  W ayans

6. B u lle ts  O v e r  
B ro a d w a y  
John Cusack

7. T h e  W ar 
Kevin C ostner

8 . P o n t ia c  M o o n  
Ted Danson

9. T h e  R o a d  
t o  W ellv ille  
M a tth e w  B roderick

10. R a d io la n d  M u rd e r s  
B rian Benben

1 1 . T e rm in a l  V e lo c ity  
C harlie  Sheen

12. T h e  S p e c ia l is t  
Sylvester S ta llone

13. Q u iz  S h o w  
Ralph Fiennes

14. T h e  L ion  K ing  
A n im a te d

15. T h e  S h a w s h a n k  
R e d e m p t io n  
Tim  Robbins

16. S t a r g a t e  
K u r t  Russell

17. T ra p p e d  in  P a r a d is e  
Dana Carvey

18. T h e  R iv e r W ild  
M e ry l S treep

19. H e a v e n ly  C r e a tu r e s  
M e la n ie  Lynskey

20. O n ly  Y ou  
M arisa Tom ei

C O M I N G  S O O N

D ro p  Z o n e
H ig h -p o w e r e d  a d v e n tu r e  

w it h  W e s le y  S n ip e s .. .J u n e  13  

L ittle  W o m e n  
Classic fa m ily  d r a m a  w it h  
W in o n a  R y d e r  a n d  Susan  

S a ra n d o n ...J u n e  2 0

H is t o r ic  V i d e o
I t  d id n 't  s e t a n y  ra t in g s  

re c o rd s  f o r  CBS, b u t  K e v in  

C o s tn e r 's  e ig h t -h o u r  jo u r n e y  

t h r o u g h  500 N a tio n s  d id  

o f f e r  a n  im p o r ta n t  lo o k  a t  

N o r th  A m e r ic a 's  n a t iv e  h is to ry .

CBS d id n 't  d o  

v ie w e rs  a n y  fa v o rs ,  

o f  c o u rs e , b y  s p lit t in g  its t e le ­

casts o f  t h e  d o c u m e n ta r y  

series  o v e r  s e v e ra l w e e k s .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  e n t i r e  se ries  has  

n o w  b e e n  p u lle d  t o g e t h e r  o n  

v id e o . W a r n e r  H o m e  V id e o

has p a c k a g e d  500 N a tion s  in to  

e ig h t  cas settes  t h a t  jo in  t w o  

h a rd c o v e r  b o o k s , a u d io b o o k  

C D , C D -R O M , a n d  series s o u n d ­

tra c k  a lr e a d y  o n  t h e  m a r k e t .

C o s tn e r  fa n s  d o n 't  see  m u c h  

o f  t h e i r  id o l t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

series: H e  m e re ly  in tro d u c e s

e a c h  s e g m e n t  ( a t  CBS's insis­

te n c e ) ,  w h i le  a c to r  G re g o ry  

H a rr is o n  ta k e s  o n  m o s t o f  t h e  

ch o re s  o f  n a r r a t io n .  (C ass e ttes :  

$ 1 9 .9 8  e a c h ; d e lu x e  e ig h t -  

v o lu m e  set: $ 1 3 9 .9 9 ;  

f o u r -v o lu m e  laserd isc  set:  

$ 1 4 9 .9 9 .)


