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RAMSEY POINTS TO PHARMACARE SAVINGS

is at our
HART CENTRE MALL 

LOCATION!
W o a r e  s o rry  fo r  a n y  in c o n v e n ie n c e  th is  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d .

Gift of Hope campaign 
needs donations here

C itizen  s ta f f
The local branch of the Canadian Mental Health Associa­

tion is launching its annual Gift of Hope campaign today 
and is asking for donations of new gifts and/or money from 
the public.

According to Lee Perkins local CMHA representative, the 
campaign is about remembering those who suffer from psy­
chiatric disabilities.

“Mental illness and mental health problems can be very 
isolating, and the campaign is a way of letting these people 
know that the community does care, that they are valued 
people and that we want them to be part of the communi­
ty.”

Gifts that are dropped off will be matched by CMHA to ei­
ther a consumer of service from the local CMHA office, the 
Mental Health Centre or people who are in hospital during 
the Christmas season. The donations will then be gift- 
wrapped and distributed at their annual Christmas dinner 
dance.

The response in previous years to the campaign has been 
great, said Perkins.

“We have been very reliant on people from Prince George 
and it’s just incredible how responsive the citizens of Prince 
George have been in the past. We’re very fortunate.”

T h e  c a m p a ig n  r u n s  u n til D ec. 2 2  a n d  g if t s  c a n  
b e  d r o p p e d  o f f  a t  d ro p -b o x es  a t th e  CMHA o ff ic e  
a t  5 5 5  G e o r g e  S t., t h e  N o r th e r n  In te r io r  H e a lth  
U nit, th e  F am ily  YMCA o n  M a ssey  Dr., th e  T oron to  
D o m i n i o n  B a n k  b r a n c h  in  C o l l e g e  H e i g h t s ,  
Z e lle r s ,  S e a r s  a n d  S h o p p e r s  D ru g  M a rt a t  P in e  
C en tre  M all a n d  S h o p p e r s  D rug M art a t  S p ru ce-  
la n d  M all.

T a x -d e d u c t ib le  c a s h  d o n a t io n s ,  p r e fe r a b ly  in # 
c h e q u e  fo rm , ca n  d ro p p e d  o f f  a t th e  CMHA o ff ic e .

Flood threat subsides
VANCOUVER (CP) — People in the Fraser Valley were fi­

nally able to breathe easy Thursday after holding their 
breath for more than a day watching bloated rivers rise.

The rain stopped and raging rivers receded, allowing peo­
ple who had fled to return home — in some cases to view  
the damage.

“Things seem to be stabilizing fairly well through the Fras­
er V alley,” said Nancy Argyle, an em ergency program  
spokeswoman.

“Princeton is still a problem but things seem to be looking 
better and I think we’re through the worst of it.”

About 180 people were evacuated from an area near 
Princeton, 280 kilometres east of Vancouver, because of 
high water in the Similkameen and Tulameen rivers.

Flood levels there peaked at levels higher than during a 
damaging 1990 flood.

Trains must keep running
Citizen photo by Chuck Nisbett

Manjit Gill, facing forward, and Bruce Taylor use compressed air to 
clear a switch at the CN Rail yard Thursday. They follow a machine 
known as the Roller Skate, which uses a large fan to blow the snow 
clear. Crews were hard at work Thursday clearing snow to get the 
yard fully operational after the past two days snowfall.

VANCOUVER ( C P ) — Tw o n ew  
Pharmacare programs are saving B.C. 
taxpayers $1.5 million a month, Health 
Minister Paul Ramsey said today.

Ramsey said reference-based drug 
pricing saved $2 .8  m illion b etw een

Oct. 1 and Nov. 25.
Under the schem e, the government 

pays only for what it calls the cheapest 
and most effective drug treatments.

The minister also told a news confer­
ence that PharmaNet is helping detect

potentially dangerous drug interac­
tions while deterring fraud and abuse.

He said the new computer prescrip­
tion network is within seconds of meet­
ing its target response for each transac­
tion.

I O N
EST.

B.C. L I B E R A L  P A R T Y

Shadow cabinet shuffled
b y  C a n a d ia n  P ress

VICTORIA (C P) — B.C. L iberal 
Leader Gordon Campbell shuffled his 
shadow cabinet Thursday, announcing 
new critic responsibilities for members 
of the official Opposition caucus.

The new critic lineup is:
M u n ic ip a l A ffa irs , M u lticu ltu r-  

a lism : Val Anderson.
Labor, C o n su m er  S e r v ic e s  a n d  

H o u sin g : Jeremy Dalton.
H e a l t h ,  A b o r ig in a l  A f f a i r s :  

Mike de Jong.
S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s :  Gary Farrell- 

Collins.
F in an ce , F orestry : Fred Gingell.
E d u ca tion : WilfHurd.

E n ery , M in e s  a n d  P e tr o le u m  
R eso u rces: Dan Jarvis.

G o v e r n m e n t  S e r v ic e s ,  S p o r t  
a n d  R ecrea tio n : Ken Jones.

A tto rn ey  G en era l, S c ien ce  a n d  
T ech n o lo g y : Linda Reid.

S m a ll B u s in e s s ,  T o u r ism , C ul­
t u r e ,  W o m e n ’s  E q u a li ty :  Lynn 
Stephens.

T r a n sp o r ta t io n  a n d  H igh w ays:  
Doug Symons.

S en io rs: Clive Tanner. 
E n v ir o n m e n t ,  A g r ic u l t u r e ,  

F ish er ie s  a n d  Food: John van Don- 
gen.

E m p lo y m e n t  a n d  In v e s tm e n t:
Allan Warnke.

E x -g a m b le r  h its  
n e w  K e n o  g a m e

b y  C a n a d ia n  P r e ss

KELOWNA —  A new  lo ttery  that 
draws numbers every five minutes is 
just another exam ple o f the govern­
ment’s ignorance regarding gambling 
addiction, says the founder of Kelowna 
Gamblers’ Anonymous.

“This (lega lized  gam bling) is the 
biggest travesty to society the govern­
m ent has know ingly en tered  in to ,” 
said Mark, a gam bler w h o  had his 
troubles in the casinos.

But Wally Reid of Plaza 33 Tickets 
has a different opinion of Club Keno.

“What a great gam e,” said Reid. “I 
have a bench right here and people sit 
there for a while and play.

“The odds on it are awesome.”
The Club Keno game has its origins 

in the gam bling halls o f  N evada. A 
player picks 1-10 numbers and a B.C. 
Lottery Corp. computer randomly se­
lects 20 numbers out of the 1-80 pool. 
If all or som e of the numbers match 
the ones drawn, it’s a winner.

For example, if you spend one dollar 
and the tw o num bers you pick are 
drawn as part of the 20 picked by the 
computer, you win $10. The odds of 
winning in this example are one in 17. 
In the old Keno game, the sam e cir­
cumstances had a payout o f $20 and 
the odds of winning were one in 55.

“More people are going to win but 
th e y  a re  g o in g  to  w in  s m a l le r  
am ou nts,” said Carolyn T hom as, a 
B.C. Lottery Corp. spokeswoman.

Thomas said the new game appeals 
to people who like the instant results 
and enjoy picking their own numbers 
like the national Lotto 6-49 game.
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