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T r a v e l

A D V E N T U R E  
T R A V E L

by Vivien Lougheed

A b b a b a
a  g u i d e  w i t h  a  g u n
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W h e n  h ik in g  in  th e  S im ie n  M o u n ta in s  N a t io n a l  P a rk  o f  
E th io p ia ,  fo re ig n  v is ito r s  m u s t  h ir e  a n  a r m e d  s c o u t to  p ro te c t 
t h e m  f r o m  th e  b a n d i ts .  F o r e ig n e r s  a re  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  e n ­
t ra n c e  to  th e  p a rk  u n le s s  th e y  h a v e  a  h ir e d  g u n m a n .

I w a s  in  th e  S e m ie n s  w i t h  th re e  o th e r  W e s te rn e rs , lo o k in g  
fo r  th e  e lu s iv e  ib e x , a  g o a t - l ik e  a n im a l t h a t  is  a lm o s t  e x t in c t .  
B e s id e s  a  g u id e , a  c o o k  a n d  a h e lp e r ,  w e  h a d  A b b a b a , a  m id ­
d le  a g e d  s c o u t w h o  h a d  th e  d ig n i t y  o f  a n  o ld  s o ld ie r  a n d  th e  
c o u r te s y  o f  a B r i t is h  n o b le m a n .

W e  f i r s t  m e t  A b b a b a  a t th e  p a r k  w a r d e n ’s o f f ic e  in  D e b a rk , 
a  v i l la g e  n e a r  th e  p a r k  e n t ra n c e .  H e  w a s  a  q u ie t  m a n  w h o  
s to o d  to  th e  s id e  w h i le  th e  w a rd e n  m a d e  o u r  a r ra n g e m e n ts . 
A b b a b a ’s d a rk ,  p o c k -m a rk e d  fa c e  w a s  r im m e d  w i t h  a  g re y ­
in g  b e a rd  a n d  th e  t im e - l in e s  o n  h is  fa c e  w e r e  c re v a s s e s  as 
d e e p  as th e  m o u n ta in  c a n y o n s  h e  w o u ld  ta k e  u s  to  see. H e  
h a d  s t ro n g  te e th  t h a t  g lis te n e d  a g a in s t  h is  b la c k  s k in  w h e n  

h e  s m ile d .
A b b a b a ’s h e a d  w a s  c r o w n e d  w i t h  a  T i l l y  h a t  s o m e  p r e v i­

o u s  h ik e r  m u s t  h a v e  le f t  h im .  H is  c o t to n  c lo th e s  w e re  la y ­
e re d  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  c o v e r in g  th e  ta t te r s  o f  th e  u n d e r la y ­
e rs  as m u c h  as fo r  w a r m th .  H is  s h o e s  w e re  o ld  o x fo rd s  th a t  
h a d  h e e ls  w o r n  a t  th e  s id e s  a n d  lace s  k n o t te d  a t  e v e ry  eye.

A b b a b a  c a r r ie d  a  W o r ld  W a r  1 v in ta g e ,  9  m m  I t a l ia n  r i f le .  
M a d e  b y  th e  B .T .A . C o ., i t  h e ld  12  b u l le ts .  T h e  la s t t im e  th e  
r i f l e  w a s  f i r e d  w a s  in  1 9 8 6  w h e n  A b b a b a  w a s  h e lp in g  th e  
E th io p ia n  m i l i t a r y  f ig h t  a g a in s t g u e r r i l l a  a t ta c k s  in  th e  D e ­
b a r k  a re a . D u r in g  o u r  h ik e , A b b a b a  c a r r ie d  h is  r i f le  o v e r  h is  
s h o u ld e r  w i t h  p r id e  a n d  d ig n i t y  o r  h e  la id  i t  o v e r  h is  la p  
w h e n  s i t t in g  w i t h  h is  h a n d  re s t in g  g e n t ly  o n  th e  s to c k .

W e  s ta r te d  o u r  f iv e -d a y  h ik e  b y  w a lk in g  f r o m  D e b a rk  in to  
th e  m o u n ta in s .  I w a s  w i t h  K a th i  H u g h e s , a n  a v id  a n d  s tro n g  
h ik e r ,  R ic h a rd , a 2 6  y e a r  o le  B r i t  w h o  w a s  a  p a r k  w a r d e n  in  
E n g la n d  (a n d  I a s s u m e d  in  fa i r ly  g o o d  s h a p e )  a n d  R a m i,  a 
m a c h o  3 0 - y e a r - o ld  S p a n ia r d  w h o  h a d  t h e  s t a m in a  o f  a 
m o u n t a in  l io n .  A b b a b a  w a s  o u r  le a d e r ,  w a t c h in g  f o r  a n y  
d a n g e rs  w h i le  f in d in g  th e  ro u te .

T h e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f  o u r  g r o u p  w e r e  L u o e l,  o u r  g u id e  
a n d  le a d e r ,  M o la ,  th e  m u le te e r  w h o  lo o k e d  a f t e r  th e  p a c k  
a n im a ls  a n d  A d is e , o u r  c o o k .

T h e  w a lk  w a s  a lo n g  a w id e  ro a d  t h a t  h a d  a t  o n e  t im e  b e e n  
u s e d  f o r  v e h ic le s  b u t  w a s  d e t e r io r a t in g  a s  r a p id ly  as th e  
E th io p ia n  e c o n o m y . W e  s ta r te d  a t  3 0 0 0  fe e t  a n d  q u ic k ly  
c l im b e d  to  o v e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  fe e t. B y  m id -d a y ,  I  w a s  s ta r t in g  to  g e t 
t i r e d .

O n c e  w e  w e re  in  th e  m o u n ta in s ,  A b b a b a  r o d e  b e h in d  m e . 
H e  w a tc h e d  m y  p lo d d in g  s te p s  s lo w  d o w n .  H e  g o t  o f f  h is  
h o rs e  a n d  in s is te d  th a t  I r id e  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  h i l l .  I d id  so 
th a n k fu l ly  w h i le  A b b a b a  w a lk e d  b e h in d  m e , c a r r y in g  h is  r i ­
f le .  O n c e  a t  t h e  t o p ,  A b b a b a  t o o k  b a c k  h is  h o r s e  a n d  I 
w a lk e d  w i t h  a q u ic k e r  p a c e  d u e  to  th e  re s t.

I n o t ic e d  lo o k s  o f  e n v y  f r o m  m y  W e s te rn  c o m p a n io n s  b u t  I 
ig n o re d  th e m . S o m e t im e s  I l ik e  to  b e  a  g ir l .  S o m e t im e s , e ve n  
a n  o ld  g ir l .

W h e n  w e  a r r iv e d  a t  o u r  f i r s t  n ig h t ’s c a m p s i te ,  w e  f o u r  
W e s te r n e rs  p lo p p e d  d o w n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  in  e x h a u s t io n  
w h i le  A b b a b a  a n d  th e  re s t o f  o u r  te a m  g a th e re d  w o o d  fo r  a 
f i r e ,  s ta r te d  s u p p e r  a n d  w a lk e d  h a l f  a  k i lo m e t r e  d o w n  h i l l  to  
g e t w a te r .  T h e  w a te r  w a s  n o t  o n ly  fo r  c o o k in g  a n d  d r in k in g  
b u t  a ls o  fo r  w a s h in g .

A b b a b a  a n d  h is  te a m  w e r e  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e  
h a b its  o f  W e s te rn e rs .

W e  c le a n e d  u p  a n d  s a t a r o u n d  w h i le  A b b a b a  a n d  th e  o th ­
e rs  m a d e  o u r  s u p p e r , u n p a c k e d  o u r  g e a r  f r o m  th e  m u le s  a n d  
c le a n e d  th e  d is h e s  w h e n  w e  w e re  f in is h e d  e a t in g .

T h a t  n ig h t ,  A b b a b a  s a t o n  a k n o l l  c lo s e  to  w h e r e  w e  w e re  
s le e p in g  u n d e r  th e  s ta rs  so  h e  c o u ld  w a t c h  f o r  a n y  n ig h t ­
t im e  d a n g e rs . W h e n  I a w o k e  in  th e  m o r n in g ,  I a s s u m e d  A b ­
b a b a  h a d  s a t u p  a l l  n ig h t ,  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e  
a n d  p o s it io n  as h e  h a d  b e e n  th e  n ig h t  b e fo re .

T h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  o u r  h ik e  w a s  a  r e p e t i t io n  o f  th e  f i r s t  
w i t h  A b b a b a  g iv in g  m e  h is  h o rs e  o n  e v e r y  u p h i l l  w e  c a m e  to .
I n e v e r  re fu s e d . A s  w e  g o t  h ig h e r ,  b r e a th in g  b e c a m e  m o re  
d i f f i c u l t  a n d  w a lk in g  w a s  s lo w . A b b a b a  a lw a y s  w a tc h e d  to  
m a k e  c e r ta in  th a t  I  w a s  o k a y .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  s e c o n d  d a y , A b b a b a  in s is te d  th a t  w e  h ire  
h o rs e s  to  ta k e  us th e  n e x t  fe w  th o u s a n d  fe e t u p  in  e le v a t io n  
a n d  2 0  m ile s  o r  so  fa r th e r  in to  th e  p a rk .  W e  c o m p lie d .

T h a t  e v e n in g , t h r o u g h  o u r  in te r p r e te r ,  w e  fo u n d  o u t  th a t  
A b b a b a  w a s  5 2  y e a rs  o ld ,  h a d  th re e  d a u g h te rs  a n d  tw o  sons 
a n d  e a rn e d  1 8 0  B ir  a m o n th  ( $ 3 0  U S ) b u t  h e  w a s  e x p e c t in g  
a ra is e  s o o n  to  2 5 0  B ir  ($ 4 1  U S ). H e  h a d  w o r k e d  in  th e  p a rk  
s in c e  th e  w a r  e n d e d  in  th e  la te  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  h is  b ig  h o p e  w a s  
th a t  to u r is m  w o u ld  in c re a s e  to  h e lp  w i t h  th e  e c o n o m y  a n d  
th e  u p k e e p  o f  th e  p a rk .

O n  o u r  t h i r d  d a y  in  th e  m o u n ta in s ,  w e  w e re  f in a l l y  in  ib e x  
c o u n t r y .  A b b a b a  to o k  o u t  h is  b ra s s  b in o c u la r s  t h a t  h a d  o n ly  
o n e  le n s  w o r k i n g  ( t h e  o t h e r  h a d  b e e n  s m a s h e d )  a n d  
s c a n n e d  th e  c a n y o n s  u n t i l  h e  fo u n d  th e  m a in  h e rd .  W e  s a w  
3 9  ib e x  th a t  d a y !

A c c o rd in g  to  A b b a b a , th is  w a s  m o r e  th a n  th e  w a rd e n s  o r

a n y o n e  e ls e  h a d  e v e r  se en  in  th e  p a rk  a t  o n e  t im e .
B y  th e  t im e  w e  f in is h e d  h ik in g ,  I w a n te d  to  g iv e  A b b a b a  

s o m e th in g  f r o m  m y  c u ltu r e .  I  g a ve  h im  a b r ig h t  re d  M ic k e y  
M o u s e  s c a r f  to  w e a r  a r o u n d  h is  n e c k  to  a c c e n t h is  d is t in c t  
fa ce .

Above, Abbaba Mola the muleteer, Luoel the guide 
and Adise the cook. Photo, top left, Abbaba up 
close. Photo, bottom left, Abbaba rides into the sun­
set in the Simien Mountains.

S p r i n g  F e v e r

S a l e  P r i c e s !
P U E R T O  V A L L A R T A  I  M A Z A T L A N

Sat, Mar 23 (14 nts), 30 (7 & 14 nts)
& Apr 6 (7 & 14 nts)

7 Nts 14 Nts
S u i t e s  N a u t i l u s  hote l ro o m  * 6 4 9  * 8 7 9  

S a n  M a r i n o  hote l r o o m -e .p .  * 6 9 9  * 8 9 9  

S u i t e s  N a u t i l u s  1 bed room  $ 7 2 9  $ 9 9 9  

P l a z a  L a s  G l o r i a s

P e l i c a U O S *  ho te l roo m  $ 8 7 9  $ 1 2 6 9  

M a r r i o t t  C a s a  M a g n a  $ 9 9 9  $ 1 4 1 9  

C l u b  O a s i s  M a r i v a l * *  
ho te l ro o m  $  1 0 8 9  $ 1 6 4 9

* I N C L U S I V E  - Includes meals, drinks, a c tiv itie s  & m ore!

* * A L L  I N C L U S I V E  - Includes all meals,drinks, sports, entertainment & more!
L O S  C A B O S
Fri, Mar 22(14 nts) & 29 (7 & 14 nts)

7 Nts 14 Nts
F i e s t a  I n n  beach fron t p roperty  $ 7 3 9  $ 9 6 9  

P l a z a  L a s  G l o r i a s
h o te l roo m ; M a r 29 $ 8 4 9  $ 1 1 5 9

R e s o r t  B u g a n v i l i a s
m aster su ite  w ith  kitchenette; ocean view $ 8 7 9  $ 1 2 5 9  

A g u a m a r i n a *  M a r 29 * 8 9 9 * 1 2 9 9

* INCLUSIVE - Includes meals, drinks, activities & more! 
L A P A Z

L a  C o n c h a  h o te l ro o m  * 7 6 9  * 9 9 9

FiestaVAU st

Fri, Mar 29 (7 & 14 nts) & Apr 5 (7 & l4nts) 
7 Nts 14 Nts

L a s  P a l m a s  s tan d a rd  * 6 1 9  * 7 9 9  

H o l i d a y  I n n  hote l ro o m  - E.P. * 6 7 9  * 8 9 9  

O c e a n o  P a l a c e  ocean v iew  * 7 2 9  * 9 9 9  

S u i t e s  l a s  F l o r e s
kitchene tte  ocean v iew  * 7 4 9  * 1 0 6 9

P l a y a  M a z a t l a n  garden , * 7 6 9 * 1 0 7 9

C A N C U N

Sun, Mar 24 (14 nts), 31 (7 & 14 nts) 
&Apr7 (7 & 13 nts)

7 Nts 13/14 Nts 
L a g u n a  I n n  Mar31 * 8 4 9 * 1 0 6 9

C a r i b b e a n  P r i n c e s s  

ju n io r  su ite ; Mar 31 $ 9 2 9  $ 1 2 4 9

C a n c u n  P l a y a  Mar31
Add $100 M a r 24 * 1 0 9 9  * 1 5 4 9

P r e s id e n t e  C a n c u n  . m s m  * 1 2 7 9  * 1 9 6 9  

R o y a l  S o l a r i s *  ■, - 7 * 1 4 9 9  * 2 2 6 9

* A L L  I N C L U S I V E  - Includes all meals, drinks, 
sports, entertainment & more! 

C O Z U M E L
7 Nts 14 Nts

P l a y a  A z u l
su pe rio r ocean v iew, M a r 24 &  31 * 1 0 6 9 * 1 4 9 9

VANCOUVER DEPARTURES. NEW BOOKINGS ONLY.
Subject to withdrawal without notice. Package prices are 
per person, double. All-inclusive properties include early 

booking bonus. Fiesta West terms & conditions apply. 
______________Not included: Departure taxes_____________

BCAATiavel A g e n c y
4 9 2  V ic to r ia  S t r e e t  P h o n e  5 6 3 -0 4 1 7

1 5 5 2 1 2

£

S u n n y  d a y s .  C o o l  n ig h t s .  A n d  s e a  l io n s  w e a r in g  s u n g la s s e s .  

A  s u r e  s ig n  t h a t  s p r in g  is  p r e s e n t  i n  o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w e s t .  

So w h y  n o t  e n jo y  a n  e a r ly  a n d  u n h u r r ie d  h e l lo  t o  th is  w o n d e r fu l  

s e a s o n  in  c h a r m in g  V ic to r ia .  O r  p ic k  u p  th e  p a c e  a  b i t  i n  v ib r a n t

BC
i w  T o  P l a y .

V a n c o u v e r  w h ic h  is  in d e e d ,  " S p e c ta c u la r  b y  N a tu r e "  O f  c o u rs e ,  

b o t h  o f f e r  y e a r - r o u n d  e n t e r t a in m e n t ,  s h o p p in g ,  a r t s  a n d  

in c o m p a r a b le  d in in g .  J u s t b r in g  a lo n g  a n  o p e n  

m in d .  A n d  y o u r  fa v o u r i t e  p a i r  o f  s u n g la s s e s . J 2 S 8 I 1 I 2 K K I

VICTORIA *- $329. yT snZV ku  Ai oo VANCOUVER f- $313.
A ir fa re  a n d  a c c o m m o d a tio n  f o r  tw o  n igh ts . 0 \ J \ J  O L A i r f a r e  a n d  a c c o m m o d a tio n  f o r  tw o  n igh ts .

Choice of 47 hotels. Priced based 011 double occupancy per person, taxes extra. Minimum of two nights stay. Four business days advance purchase required. Rates subject to availability. Packages are non-transferable and all sales are final. 1 5 4 5 7 3


