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j F a m i l y

O v e r  a c h i e v e r s
YTV tips its hat to great kids
for the seventh year in a row by M ik e  Boone

t s o u n d s  l ik e  an u lc e r - in d u c in g  a s s ig n ­
m ent: tw o  hou rs o f  l iv e  te le v is io n , fea tu r­
in g  va r ie ty  pe rfo rm ances b y  youngste rs  
w h o  are am ateurs. Joanne Ja ck so n  sw ears 
s h e  lo v e s  i t .  T h e  s e n io r  p r o d u c e r  o f  
the  se v e n th  a n n u a l Y T V  A c h ie v e m e n t  
A w a r d s ,  to be te lecast S u n d a y , is  lo o k in g  
fo rw a rd  to a re la t iv e ly  hass le -free  e x p e r i­

ence  and a great te lecast.
“ It w i l l  be tw o  hours o f  w o n de rfu l en te rta in­

m ent,”  Jackson  p rom ises. “ W h en  you  see these 
k id s ...they ’ re great."

T h e  p rodu ce r w axed  p a rt icu la r ly  en thus iastic  
about the co -w inn e rs  o f  Y T V ’ s S p e c ia lty  P e r­
fo rm a n c e  a c h ie v e m e n t  c a te g o ry :  G o d s  o f  
R h y th m , a 1 5 -m e m b e r c o n te m p o ra ry  d an ce  
troupe fro m  M o n tre a l (“ th e y 'l l  b lo w  eve ryone  
aw ay .”  Jack son  p red ic ts) and G o rd o n  M c K e e  - 
man. a 13 -yea r-o ld  c lo g g e r/ fid d le r  (“ w ith  legs 
lik e  D o n a ld  O 'C o n n o r "  the p rodu ce r says) from  
N e w  G la sg o w , N . S.

W in n e rs  in  15 catego ries —  in c lu d in g  E n tre ­
preneursh ip . Innovation . B ra ve ry  (tw o  9 -yea r- 
o ld s  fro m  a N a tiv e  reserve in northern A lb e rta )  
and P u b lic  S e rv ice  —  get $3 ,000  and partic ipate  
in  a w h ir lw in d  w eek  o f  a c t iv it ie s  lead ing  up to 
the te lecast.

J a c k s o n  is  p ro u d  th a t la s t  y e a r ’ s e d it io n  
o f  the Y T V  A c h ie v e m e n t A w a rd s  w as n o m i­
nated fo r  a G e m in i —  an h o n o r that w as not 
bestow ed  on any  o f  the o th e r m o re  e stab lish ed  
aw ards te lecasts.

“ U n lik e  other aw ards show s that have an acad­
em y, w e at Y T V  are the academ y,”  says Jackson, 
w ho  brings 18 years o f  T V  experience to bear on 
the e ight-m onth process that w i l l  cu lm ina te  in  th is 
w e e k e n d 's  te lecast. Ja ck so n , w h o  le a rn ed  the 
business at T o ro n to ’ s C I T Y - T V ,  has been at Y T V  
since the spec ia lty  se rv ice  s igned on in  1988.

Part o f  her re sp o n s ib ility  is  the Y T V  outreach 
program . It beg ins, at the grassroo ts leve l, w ith  
schoo ls  across Canada , w h ich  rece ive  Y T V  les­

s o n  p la n s  o n  w h a t  i t  
m eans to be an ach iever. 
T h e  Y T V  A w a rd s  te le ­
c a s t  is  a ls o  c o p y r ig h t  
c le a r e d .  T e a c h e r s  c a n  
tape it o f f  the a ir  and use 
the cassette in  th e ir  c la ss ­
room s w ith o u t w o rry in g  
about ro ya lty  fees.

“ H ey , k id s  lo ve  w a tch ­
ing  T V  in  c lass ,”  Jackson  
laughs. A n d  in  the case 
o f  the aw ards, w hat they 
w a tch  m ay in sp ire  stu ­
d e n t s  t o  m a t c h  t h e  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  Y T V  
w in n e rs .

Y T V  r e c e iv e d  1 ,5 0 0  
n o m in a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  
y e a r ’ s e d i t i o n  o f  th e  
a c h ie v e m e n t  a w a r d s .  
J a c k s o n  s a y s  sh e  w a s  
astounded b y  the d iv e r ­
s ity  and q u a lity  o f  n o m i­

na tio n s  in  the p e rfo rm a n ce  ca teg o r ie s . “ Y T V  
c o u ld  p roduce  a num ber o f  va rie ty  show s ju s t 
us ing  the fin a lis ts ,”  she says.

T h e  Y T V  A c h ie v e m e n t  A w a r d s  h a v e n 't  
spaw ned  any sp ino ffs . B u t they have served as a 
laun ch in g  pad fo r  som e careers. A m o n g  Y T V  
A c h ie v e m e n t  A w a rd s  a lu m n i are B a re n a k e d  
L a d ie s  and L is a  B ro ko p . A n d  lo o k  fo r  a reco rd ­
in g . p ro d u ce d  b y  Q u in c y  Jo n e s , f ro m  1992 
aw a rd -w in ne r T a m ia  W ash ing ton . “ W e  take raw  
ta le n t ,”  sa y s  J a c k s o n , “ and  the te le c a s t r e a lly  
show cases it in  a spectacu la r w ay.

“ Y T V  is a c o m m e rc ia l en te rp rise ,”  she adds. 
“ W e  m ake m oney o f f  k id s . T h e  A w a rd s  are ou r 
w ay  to g ive  som eth ing  back .”  0

B a n d  c a t e g o r y  

w i n n e r s  ( f r o m  

l e f t )  A m a n d a  

B r a d e n ,  L y n e t t e  

a n d  C a r l a  G i l l i s  

o f  H a l i f a x ' s  

P l u m b t r e e
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FAMILY FARE

•  B o rn  F re e
T h i s  B r i t i s h  m o v i e  v e r s i o n  

( 1 9 6 6 )  o f  t h e  l a t e  J o y  

A d a m s o n ' s  c l a s s i c  c h r o n i c l e  

d e p i c t s  l i f e  a m o n g  " t a m e "  

l i o n s  i n  A f r i c a .

S a t u r d a y ;  A B C

•  C irc u s !
200 Years o f  Circus in 
America  i n c l u d e s  C a n a d a ' s  

f a m o u s  C i r q u e  d u  S o l e i l .  

S u n d a y ;  A & E

•  A  W o r ld  o f  W a te r
B i o l o g i s t  R o g e r  P a y n e  f o r e ­

c a s t s  w h a t  t h e  w o r l d  

w o u l d  b e  l i k e  i f  o u r  o c e a n s  

w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t o x i n s .  

S a t u r d a y ;  D i s c o v e r y

•  In  S e a rc h  o f  t h e  
O re g o n  T ra il
B e a u t i f u l  p h o t o g r a p h y  

h i g h l i g h t s  t h i s  d o c u m e n ­

t a r y  o n  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  t r a i l .  

M o n d a y ;  P B S

•  B io g r a p h y
C o m e d i a n s  S t e v e  A l l e n  a n d  

t h e  S m o t h e r s  B r o t h e r s  

c o m m e n t  o n  A b b o t t  a n d  

C o s t e l l o  w i t h  c l i p s  a p l e n t y  

o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  r o u t i n e s .  

M o n d a y ;  A & E

•  N o v a
Roller Coaster! l o o k s  b a c k  

t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  D i s n e y ­

l a n d  i n  1 9 5 5  a n d  f o r w a r d  

t o  n e w  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

d e s i g n  o f  t h r i l l  r i d e s .  

T u e s d a y ;  P B S

•  N e a t  S t u f f
Duds to  Die For l o o k s  a t  

c o l l e c t i n g  c e l e b r i t y  c l o t h ­

i n g  a s  a  h o b b y .

T h u r s d a y ;  T h e  L e a r n i n g  

C h a n n e l


