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97 SUBARU OUTBACK 
LIMITED AWD

Sport UtiBly Wagon jjgjgS

Taxes included

GRAND PRIZE

72 PRIZES *306.000 DOLLARS
Y O U R  BEST CHANCE AT W IN N IN G  B I G . . .  O N LY  8999 TICKETS AV AILA B LE!

ORDER YOUR TICKETS AT THE MULTIPLEX 

TOWNE TICKET CENTRE, PRINCE GEORGE 

REGIONAL HOSPITAL FOUNDATION OFFICE 

OR ANY CIBC BRANCH 

IN NORTH CENTRAL BC V_>IBC 
OR BY CALLING OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER

m  m/i

valued (

20 DRAWS FO R ’ SOO CASH
SO DRAWS FOR <100 CASH 

! #

FREE SCRATCH & WIN TICKET 
AND A FESTIVAL OF TREES : 

ADMISSION PASS | |  
TICKETS MOO EACH OR 3 FOR $250

1-888-331-1188

H E R E
a n d

N O W
Crib tournament

The Prince George Grass Roots 
Cribbage Club hosts its regional 
cribbage tournament Sunday at 6 
p.m. at the Patricia Hall, 944 Pa­
tricia Blvd.

It costs $30 for 18 gam es. 
Membership is required.

For information phone 562- 
4827.

Teddy bears
The Prince George Art Gallery 

holds a teddy bear workshop 
with B o n n ie  D u c h s c h e re r
this Saturday and Sunday as well 
as Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 (10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Saturdays and 1 to 
4:30 p.m. Sundays) at the art 
gallery.

The cost is $150 for non-mem­
bers and $125 for members. 
Make a child-proof, washable, 
acrylic bear with safety eyes.

The class is limited to eight par­
ticipants and the registration 
deadline is this Friday.

For information phone 563- 
6447.

Lighting up
The fun-filled Christmas light- 

up ceremony at the Civic Centre 
happens next Thursday at 6:30 
p.m.

The annual event will highlight 
the unveiling of the Civic Centre 
Plaza and area Christmas light 
display. There will be hot refresh­
ments, entertainment, mascots 
and a visit from Santa.

The fun outside the Civic Cen­
tre is free. Should you wish to 
take part in the Festival of Trees 
event taking place indoors at the 
Civic Centre, a small fee will be 
charged.

Call the Leisure Services office 
at 561-7633 for more informa­
tion.

Perogy sale
The St. Michael Ukrainian Or­

thodox Church holds a sale Nov. 
30 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
church, corner of Westwood Dri­
ve and Range Road.

Sale includes perogies, cabbage 
rolls, borscht, sausage and bak­
ing. Eat in or take out.

For information phone 563- 
4974.

Bottie drive
The College Heights Secondary 

dry grad committee holds a bot­
tle drive Dec. 1 from 1 to 3 p.m.

Please save your bottles.

Weils arts
The Island M ountain  A rts 

gallery in Wells is open for Christ­
mas shopping from noon to 5 
p.m. every day through Dec. 23.

You can choose from arts and 
crafts creations by the people of 
the area including art prints to 
sweaters to gingerbread houses 
to twig furniture. Some Third 
World crafts are also available.

For more information call 994- 
3466 or 1-800-442-2787.

A rt submissions
The Prince George Art Gallery 

and the Immigrant and Multicul­
tural Services Society invite 
artists to submit two- and three- 
dimensional artwork interpreting 
the theme Cultural Visions.

The deadline for submissions is 
Dec. 10. Details are available at 
the art gallery.

For information phone 563-6447.

Native art
The Prince George N ative 

Friendship Centre holds a native 
art auction Dec. 6 from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the P.G. Native Friendship 
Centre, back hall.

Proceeds go to the street kids 
Christmas party and Friendship 
house.

For information phone 562- 
2538. Everyone is welcome.

D o n ’t  d u m p  t h a t  t u r t l e !

Citizen staff
Kathryn Paton’s greatest mission is to keep 

people from dumping pet turtles they no 
longer want.

The Prince George woman accepts them all 
and sends them to South Carolina.

Her refugees go to the Edmonton Valley Zoo, 
and from there to the U.S.

It costs her a $10 drop-off fee for each one 
disposed of, and she pays it.

“I’d sooner do that than see them dropped 
off in the wild, or in a pond, or in a lake. That’s 
a death sentence.”

People get pet turtles w ithout knowing

what’s involved, and Christmas is a prime ex­
ample, Paton says. “These tiny creatures the 
size of loonies grow to the size of a dinner 
plate, and as they grow they become a big 
problem.”

Creating the precisely controlled environ­
ment needed can cost from $100  to almost 
$200 just to start, she said.

C i t i z e n  p h o t o  b y  D a v e  M i l n e

R ight: K athryn P a to n ’s pet iguana, 
Solomon, has a memory like an elephant.

Forest m inister is 

luncheon speaker

Lot of nice people in BMX racing—and Susie is one

R e p t i l e  p e t S !  For some, it ’s love at first bite
by BERNICE TRICK 

Citizen Staff
Kathryn Paton’s house in Prince George is 

filled with reptiles from top to bottom.
There are 22 of them, to be exact. Six tur­

tles, two snakes, four iguanas, three bearded 
dragons, three berber skinks, a water dragon, 
a red-sided skink and two basiliskas.

Other than the turtles and snakes, they’re all 
species of lizards — small ones and not-so- 
small ones; gentle ones and not-so-gentle 
ones.

You find them upstairs, downstairs and the 
main floor, and Paton loves them all — even 
those who don’t like her very well.

Like Solomon, a 3.5-foot iguana who got off 
on the wrong foot with his mistress two years 
ago.

“He kept bobbing his head at me, and be­
cause I didn’t know better, I bobbed back, 
thinking it was a form of communication," 
said Paton. “I later found out it’s an aggressive 
move used towards each other. He’s never for­
gotten and he’s never forgiven.”

Solomon’s most dangerous quality is his 
long tail which he whips back and forth to de­

fend himself. It can raise four-inch welts on an 
unprotected arm. “Even a small iguana can do 
that. It’s not a good situation if there are chil­
dren in the home.”

People buy them when they’re four to six 
inches long, and “rather cute.” Then they grow 
to six feet long with razor-sharp claws that can 
make mincemeat of a person’s skin.

Other types of Paton’s lizards are docile and 
like to be stroked. The most popular reptiles 
purchased as pets are turtles and green igua­
nas costing from $10 to $25.

If you insist on a reptile pet, you must also 
research to learn what food, heat, light and 
habitat are required, Paton advises.

She uses heating pads, heating bulbs, tem­
perature-controlled rooms, filtration water 
systems, aquariums, tanks and a special area 
to raise worms for food.

Cheech and Chong, her two basiliskas, are 
examples of what happens when reared in the 
wrong environment. They should be able to 
rise up on their hind legs and run like the 
wind, but improper lighting left their legs un­
developed, so they skitter along on all fours in­
stead.

C i t i z e n  p h o t o  b y  D a v e  M i l n e

ANNUAL DONATION —  Kirk Nielsen, left, and Dennis Smith, right, from the North Central Guides Association 
load Capt. John Fredborg with about 1 ,200 pounds of processed moose and caribou meat for the Salvation 
Army Addictions Treatment Centre in Prince George. The meat is donated to outfitters by hunting clients tak­
ing home the trophy horns, but not all of the meat. The association raises funds to process the meat during 
its annual Hunter Harvest Ball taking place this year on Nov. 30 at the Royal Canadian Legion.

Citizen staff
B.C. Forest Minister Dave Zimhelt is 

in Prince George today.
After breakfast with members of the 

Central Interior Wood Processors As­
sociation, Zirnhelt will have private 
meetings with industry people at the 
B.C. Forest Service regional office 
here.

At 12:45 he’ll give a speech to the 
Wood Processors Association at the 
Ramada Hotel. The group’s members 
produce value-added wood products 
other than than traditional lumber.

On Wednesday, Zirnhelt gave the 
value added firms and woodlot own­
ers here help they’ve long wanted. 
Timber from a cancelled timber li­
cence and an expired one are going to 
new  u ses . Som e of th e  tim b e r , 
224,000 cubic metres a year, will go to 
value-added companies.

It will also be used to increase the 
number of woodlots in the area from 
123 to 155, and some will be allowed 
to increase from 400 to 600 hectares.

This shift in use is officially called 
“apportionment,” and is required af­
ter harvest levels are set by the chief 
forester, as they were in the Prince 
George forest region earlie r this 
year.

by KEN BERNSOHN 
Citizen Staff

When Susie Fairbairn got involved in 
BMX racing seven years ago, it was just 
as a parent of two youngsters who 
raced.

It’s taken over a lot of her life.
And that’s why Judi Sharp nominat­

ed Fairbairn as one of Prince George’s 
unsung heroes.

Fairbairn is the president of the 
Prince George BMX Club, the office 
manager for the Canadian BMX Associ­
ation, and put almost 20,000 kilome­
tres on the family vehicle this year go­
ing to BMX races.

Her husband, Gord, and two of her 
three kids don’t mind. They all race.

This year Gord went to England for 
the world championships, and about 
20 people from Prince George, includ­
ing five Fairbairns, are expected to go

U n s u n g  H e r o e s

to Saskatoon for the world champi­
onships July 22 to 27.

In Prince George there are about 60 
young people active in BMX racing, 
plus nine adults.

“It’s not advertised as a parent partic­
ipation sport, but it should be, because 
it takes 17 adults to run a race: first 
aid, concessions, track officials, regis­
tration and at the finish line,” Fairbairn 
said.

She’s been involved in two races a 
week from breakup to freezeup since 
1990. That’s a lot of races, but “the kids 
never want to end the season.”

In the letter nominating her as an 
Unsung Hero, the way Fairbairn en­
courages sportsm anship was m en­
tioned. Susie Fairbairn: BMX mom.

“The kids have to follow the rules. If 
someone does something that isn’t 
nice, although it may not be against 
the rules, we talk to them,” she said.

Unlike other sports, the BMX club 
avoids the pecking order concerns of 
young people. Some young people, like 
Susie’s son Thomas, are involved for 
the social aspects of the club. But in a 
race, she says, it’s the racer against the 
track, not just against each other.

Another advantage she sees is, “It’s 
usually a whole family thing.”

Today, unlike in early generations, 
people tend to change the hobbies 
they’re involved with every five years, 
according to studies for the provincial 
government in the 1980s. But there’s 
one good reason Fairbairn stays in­
volved.

“There’s a lot of really nice people in­
volved in BMX.”


