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a *  dual a i r  baga. P lu s , i t s  
i n t e r i o r  f o r  you and y o u r passei 

*  » « »

FOR MORE INFORMATION. CALL 1-800-GM-DRIVE.
‘AVAILABLE ON SHORT BOX 1500 SERIES SLE AND SLT EXTENDED CABS 

EQUIPPED WITH A GAS V8 ENGINE AND AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION.

W M b - . t o a J P V l ! : .  M S ®

Longevity depends on care your car gets
b y  S o u th a m  N e w sp a p e r s

OTTAWA —  H ow  lo n g  sh o u ld  a car 
last?

T h e  c o n s e n s u s  is t h a t  n e i th e r  th e  
m ileage on  th e  dial n o r w h e th e r  th e  ve­
hicle  is u se d  p r im a rily  fo r in -to w n  o r

h ighw ay  driv ing  d e te rm in es h o w  long 
a  car will live.

“T h a t com es d o w n  to  h o w  you  look  
a f te r  it,” sa id  D avid L eo n h a rd t, m a n ­
a g e r  o f  p u b lic  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t r e la ­
t io n s  fo r  th e  C a n a d ia n  A u to m o b ile

A s s o c ia t io n ’s n a t io n a l  o ffice  in  O t­
taw a.

O n e  s t a t i s t i c  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  “a  c a r  
s h o u ld  la s t  ro u g h ly  12 y e a rs  o n  th e  
ro a d , b u t  th a t  s ta tis tic  is a  few  y e a rs  
o ld ,” he  said.

S m a r t  a ir b a g s  a re  k e y  
t o  fu tu re  s a fe ty  p la n s

a s o n ’ s  B e s t

S c h u l t z  P o n t i a c ’ s

E E GMC JIMMY 4X4uA '94 GMC SLE 4x4
j

O V E R  200 
U S E D  

V E H IC L E S  
T O  

C H O O S E  
F R O M

V 6 ,  a u t o m a t i c ,  a ir , 
c r u i s e ,  t i l t  # 6 9 3 2 A *2 3 ,9 9 5 R e g .  c a b ,  V 8 ,  a u t o . ,  

t i l t , c r u i s e ,  a i r , # 6 8 2 6 A *2 4 ,7 9 5
'95 GMC Extended Cab 4X4

' 9 4  C M C  4 X 4

V8, auto, tilt, cruise, _  _  _  _
SLE. #8826A ........ ’ 2 4 , 7 9 5
' 9 4  F o r d  3 / 4  T o n  S u p e r
4x4, V8, air, cruise, 
tilt, #6780A...........
' 9 4  C M C  Y u k o n  4 X 4

2 door, air, cruise, tilt 
V8, auto 46840E.... ’ S O ,
' 9 4  C M C  X ' C a b ,  4 X 4
ahort-box, blue, _  _____
#6965A ...............* 2 4 , 9 9 5

' 9 4  C h e v  C r e w c a b  1  T o n  4 x 4
Air, tilt, cruise, _  _  _  _
350 V8, #6711A ..... * 2 4 , 9 9 5 5  s p d . ,  a m / f m  c a s s . ,  ■ 

6 5 ,0 0 0  k m s ,  # 6 9 7 0 A

' 9 4  C h e v  1  T o n  C r e w  C a b

454, auto, ps, pb, $^ _  Q n r |
loaded #8985A ...... ’2 / , 9 U U
' 9 4  C h e v  X - C a b  4 x 4
air, am/fm cass. _  _  _  _
#6973A................*23,995
' 9 4  C h e v  C h e y e n n e  4 x 4

#6813A...! .......   *16,995
' 9 4  C M C  X - C a b  S L E
short-box. 350. auto. -  _  _  _  
air, tilt, cruise, #7274A... 2 4 , 9 0 0
9 4  C M C  x - c a b  4 X 4  1 / 2  T o n  S L E

#6517A ....   *25,995*2 3 ,9 9 5
Over 50 - 4 Wheel Drives In stock for Immediate delivery - we take trades.
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PO N T IA C  • BU IC K  • G M C  T R U C K S  • V A N G U A R D  • K O D IA K
1 1 1 1  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  •  T e l e p h o n e  ( 6 0 4 )  5 6 3 - 0 2 7 1  •  1 - 8 0 0 - 7 7 4 - 5 8 2 2  

F a x  ( 6 0 4 )  5 6 3 - 1 3 7 7  *  P a r t s  6 6 2 - 2 4 9 4  •  B o d y s h o p  5 6 3 - 0 8 8 3  •  S e r v i c e  5 6 3 - 3 9 0 0  •  I n t e r n e t  w w w . s c h u l t z . b c . c a

b y  A L IS A  P R ID D L E  
S o u th a m  N e w sp a p e r s

W INDSOR, O nt. —  T h ere  is a  te c h ­
n o lo g ica l so lu tio n  to  th e  20 -y ear-o ld  
d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  s a f e ty  o f  a i r b a g s .  
They’re  called  sm a rt a irbags o r  in te lli­
gen t a irb ag  system s an d  all ag ree  th ey  
w ould  stop  th e  deb ate  in  its tracks b u t 
for one problem :

D eaths an d  injuries from  airbags are 
h a p p en in g  n o w  a n d  sm a rt a irb ag  sys­
tem s a re  still w orks in progress.

Early ren d itio n s w ill d e b u t in a  cou­
p le  o f  lu x u ry  E u ro p e a n  c a rs  in  1997  
b u t perfec ting  th e  technology could be  
10 years d o w n  th e  road.

“I t ’s n e w  te c h n o lo g y ,” s a id  M a rk  
N antais, p residen t o f th e  M otor Vehicle 
M anu fac tu rers  A ssociation o f C anada . 
“It is still evolving a n d  n o t fully tested  
o r  m atu re  as yet.”

U ltim ately , a u to m a k e rs  w a n t a n  in ­
telligent a irbag  system  th a t detects th e  
p resence  o f som eone  in th e  p assen g er 
seat, th e ir  size, if th e  person  is buckled  
in  p lace, lean ing  fo rw ard  o r o therw ise  
o u t o f  position , o r  if it is an  in fan t c ar 
seat.

Based on  th a t  assessm ent, th e  system  
w ould  deac tiva te  th e  a irbag  o r change 
th e  force a n d  sp eed  w ith  w h ich  it d e ­
ploys. T he in fla tion  w o u ld  also be  ta i­
lo red  to  th e  sp eed  a n d  severity  o f  th e  
crash.

T h is  w o u ld  a d d r e s s  th e  g ro w in g  
n u m b er o f dea th s  an d  injuries, m ost in  
slow -speed collisions, w h ere  th e  a irbag  
h it th e  victim  in th e  h ead  instead  o f th e  
chest. T h a t is b ecau se  in  m an y  cases, 
th e  o c cu p a n t w as a n  in fan t in  a  rear- 
facing c a r sea t, a  ch ild  o r  sm all ad u lt. 
O ften  w h a t m ad e  th e  injuries so severe 
w as th e  p a sse n g er w as n o t w e a rin g  a 
seat belt, w as sitting  fo rw ard  o r o u t o f 
position, o r th e  sea t w as set too far for­
w ard , leaving little room  for th e  b ag  to  
deploy.

E veryone  is w o rk in g  to w ard s sm a rt 
airbags, recognizing  depow ering  a lone 
will n o t e lim inate  all risk.

T h e re  a re  so m e e a rly  e n trie s : M er­
cedes-B enz a n d  BMW w ill p u t w e ig h t 
senso rs in  a  couple  1997s. T he system

in  th e  M e rce d e s-B e n z  SLK ro ad ste r*  
w h ich  goes o n  sa le  n ex t sp rin g , u se s  a  
r a d io  f r e q u e n c y  t h a t  b o u n c e s  o f f  d 
sp ec ia lly  tag g e d  c h ild  se a t  a n d  a u to ­
m a t i c a l l y  t u r n s  o f f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  
a irbag .

“All believe th is k ind  o f  techno logy  is 
p o ss ib le  in  th r e e  to  five y e a r s ,” sa id  
N ico le  P a g e o t o f  T ra n s p o r t  C a n a d a . 
A nd Friday th e  U.S. N ational H ighw ay 
T r a f f ic  S a f e ty  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n ­
n ou n ced  a  p lan  th a t  w o u ld  requ ire  th e  
in s ta lla tio n  o f  sm a r t  b a g s  s ta r t in g  in  
1999.

B ut th a t ’s fo r w h a t a u to m a k e rs  call 
lo w -fu n c tio n in g  in te l l ig e n t  sy s te m s  
th a t  sen se  a n  in fan t sea t. T he  h igher- 
fu n c tio n in g  sy s tem s th a t  c an  te ll i f  a  
c h ild  is o u t  o f  p o s itio n  a re  five to  10 
years away.

T here  are  a  n u m b er o f  holdups.
Safety system  suppliers a re  still so rt­

in g  th r o u g h  te c h n o lo g ie s  to  d o  th e  
sensing. A lthough m uch  o f  th e  tech n o l­
ogy has been  a ro u n d  a  w hile, th e  trick  
is to  u se  it in  a  system  th a t  is 100-per­
cen t reliable in  identifying th e  type  a n d  
position  o f  passengers —  an d  is still af­
fordable.

A nd th e re  a re  p ro d u c t d ev e lo p m en t 
lead  tim es to  consider. In terio r designs 
o f  th e  1998 m odels have a lread y  b e e n  
locked in  an d  changing  th em  w o u ld  b e  
a  m ajor an d  costly ordeal.

T im e is getting  tig h t to  w o rk  sensors 
in to  designs for in stru m en t panels a n d  
h e a d lin e rs  fo r th e  1 9 9 9  m o d e l  y e a r , 
leav ing  2 0 0 0  as th e  m o st likely ta rg e t 
year.

In  th e  m ea n tim e , Ford  a n d  GM a re  
b rid g in g  th e  w ay  w ith  m a n u a l c u to ff  
sw itches for th e  p assen g er side  a irb ag  
on  p ickups for ow ners w ith  in fan ts an d  
no  back  seat.

U.S. safety  legislation w ill req u ire  all 
vans an d  trucks to  have d u a l a irbags by  
th e  en d  o f  1998.

This is th e  last g roup  to  em brace  th e  
technology. For m ost au to m ak ers , th e  
o n ly  v eh ic les  w i th o u t  a  d r iv e r ’s s id e  
a i r b a g  a re  t r u c k s  w i th  o v e r  8 ,6 0 0 -  
p o u n d s  g ro ss veh ic le  w e ig h t, a n d  b ig  
vans.

S in ce  th e y  c a n t  keep  up w i t h  you ,

Bagging up the facts
b y  S o u th a m  N e w sp a p e r s

W INDSOR, O n t. —  If yo u  d o n ’t a lre a d y  h av e  a  v eh ic le  
w i th  a n  a i r b a g ,  c h a n c e s  a r e  y o u r  n e x t  o n e  w il l  b e  s o  
equipped.

W hat you’ve go t is technically  called a  su p p lem en tary  re ­
stra in t system  a n d  is m ea n t to  be  a b ack u p  to  th e  p r im a ry  
safety device, th e  sea t belt.

T h e  a irb a g  is d e s ig n e d  to  in fla te , c re a tin g  a  p ro te c tiv e  
cushion be tw een  a  p erson  a n d  th e  fron t o f  th e  car. It is ac ti­
v a ted  in  a  fron t-en d  collision co m parab le  to  h ittin g  a  so lid  
b a rrie r  a t 16-22 km -h. It isn’t designed  to  deploy in  side  im ­
pact, re a r o r rollover crashes. It will inflate au tom atica lly  in  a  
vehicle fire to  p rev en t it from  exploding.

T h at’s because one o f  th e  system ’s th ree  com ponents, th e  
m odule , has a n  in fla to r u n it to  fill th e  bag  w ith  n itrogen  gas 
as w ell as a  nylon airbag. O n th e  d river’s side th e  m o d u le  is 
folded in to  th e  steering  w heel h u b  an d  inflates to  th e  size o f 
a  b each  ball. The passenger-side m odu le  is in th e  in s tru m e n t 
p an e l a n d  is tw o  to  th re e  tim es la rg e r to  cover th e  g re a te r  
d istance to  th e  passenger.

A seco n d  c o m p o n e n t o f  th e  m o d u le  is c rash  sen so rs , a s  
m an y  as five e lectronic sw itches in  th e  fron t b u m p er to  d e ­
tec t a  crash. T hey are  only  activated  by severe d ece le ra tio n  
from  a  fron t-end  collision - severe b rak ing  o r a  b um py  ro a d  
w o n ’t  trigger it.

T he final co m p o n en t is th e  d iagnostic  u n it, a n  e lectron ic  
dev ice  w h ich  m o n ito rs  th e  a irb a g  system  a n d  is a  b a c k u p  
against electric pow er failure. T he u n it is activated  w h e n  th e  
ignition  is tu rn ed  on  an d  perfo rm s a  read iness test.

T he w hole  activation  process takes ab o u t l / 2 0 t h  o f  a  sec­
ond , faster th a n  th e  b link  o f an  eye. T he bag  begins d e fla tin g  
im m ed ia te ly  by  v en tin g  th e  n itro g en  th ro u g h  h o les  in  th e  
bag. It allows th e  d riv er to  m ain ta in  contro l o f  th e  vehicle if 
it is still m oving an d  en su re  th e  occupan t isn’t  suffocated  o t  
trap p ed  by th e  airbag. I

A fterw ards th e re  m ay  be dust-like particles in  th e  a ir  from  
th e  c o rn  s ta rc h  o r  ta lc u m  p o w d e r  u se d  to  lu b r ic a te  th e  
a i r b a g  d u r in g  d e p lo y m e n t .  T h e r e  m a y  a ls o  b e  s m a ll  
am o u n ts  o f  sod ium  hydroxide w h ich  can  irr ita te  eyes o r  af­
fect asthm atics.

O nce deployed, th e  a irbag  can n o t be  reused  a n d  shou ld  be  
replaced. T he cost to  replace tw o airbags can  reach  $2 ,000 .

Electronic blitz
TROY, Mich. (AP) —  W ith  th e  h e lp  o f  w ad d lin g  toaste rs, 

fly ing  fans a n d  a n  a rm y  o f  o th e r  a p p lia n ce s  co m e  to  life, 
G eneral M otors Corp. launches a  m ed ia  b litz th is w eek  to  in ­
tro d u ce  its electric  c ar to  California an d  Arizona.

GM isn’t saying how  m u ch  it p lans to  spend  o n  th e  cam ­
paign  for th e  EV1 —  a m ajo r technological b reak th ro u g h  for 
th e  w o rld ’s b iggest com pany . B ut officials say th e  ad s w ill 
sa tu ra te  th e  fou r U.S. u rb a n  m arke ts w h e re  th e  tw o -sea te r 
becom es available for lease today.

“If you’re alive in  these  m arkets over th e  nex t few  m onths, 
you’ll see one o f  th ese  ads,” sa id  Jo e  Kennedy, v ice-presiden t 
o f  sales, service a n d  m ark e tin g  for GM’s S a tu rn  C orp. su b ­
sidiary, w hich  will m arket th e  EV1.

T o n ig h t, te le v is io n  v iew ers  in  Los A ngeles, S an  D iego , 
Phoenix  a n d  Tlicson, Ariz., w ill see th e  in troductory , 90-sec­
o n d  EV1 co m m erc ia l p u t to g e th e r  by  In d u s tr ia l L ight a n d  
M agic, th e  spedal-effects stud io  s ta rted  by S tar W ars c rea to r 
G eorge Lucas. J

It fea tu res d o zen s  o f  e lectric  ap p liances th a t  com e alive* 
sq u e a k in g  a n d  g u rg lin g  in  a n tic ip a tio n  as th e y  h u rr ie d ly  
hop , roll an d  fly o u t o f th e ir  su b u rb an  hom es an d  o n to  th e  
curb  to  w itness th e  arriva l o f  th e  EV1.

In th e  b a ck g ro u n d  is a  score  th a t  so u n d s like a  c u t from  
th e  ET soundtrack .

http://www.schultz.bc.ca

