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Kevin Donahoe, left, prays with his brother John, centre, his father Tom, second from right,
and brother Michael, far right, during Good Friday services at The Church of the Nativity in
Rancho Santa Fe, Calif., where 39 victims of an apparent mass suicide were found in a

mansion on Wednesday.

Castration discovered
in some cult members

SAN DIEGO (CP) — Some male
members of a suicide cult — including
the leader — had been castrated in ap-
parent pursuit of the group’s ideal of
androgynous immortality, officials said
Friday as details of the group’s life and
death trickled out.

The castrations were performed long
before the deaths of 39 men and
women in a million-dollar mansion
north of San Diego, said county med-
ical examiner Dr. Brian Blackbourne.

He also said that most of the victims
died of suffocation rather than the cock-

. tail of barbiturates, booze and applesauce
- .or pudding that they ate after meticulous
directions from the cult’s leaders.

Only three of the dead had lethal lev-
els of phenobarbital in their systems,
Blackbourne said.

That, and written set of instructions
found at the scene, suggest the cultists
sedated themselves in groups, put bags
over their heads and died peacefully.

Their bodies were arranged in ritual
fashion, lying on their backs, arms at
their sides, face and chest draped in di-
amond-shaped purple shrouds.

Cult members have said leader Mar-
shall Applewhite preached celibacy, ap-
parently as a way of reinforcing that
the body was a disposable “container.”

“Some of the men have been castrat-
ed,” Blackbourne said. “Not all but
some.”

Cosby suspect

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 18-year-
old man charged with murdering Bill
Cosby’s son pleaded not guilty Friday
in a hearing where cameras were not
permitted to photograph the suspect
because of unspecified “identity is-
sues.”

Mikhail Markhasev, a tall, clean-cut,
slender man with dark, slicked-back
hair, entered the plea through his
lawyer, Charles Lindner.

In addition to murder, Markhasev is
charged with attempted robbery and
use of a firearm during a crime. Prose-
cutors also allege a special circum-
stance of murder during attempted
robbery, which could allow the death
penalty.

Markhasev stood in a corner of a
glass-shielded area of the courtroom
with two sheriff’s deputies standing
close by.

He spoke only once when Munici-
pal Court Judge Jacob Adajian asked
if he understood his right to a speedy

The castrations were done surgically
and the incisions had healed, indicating
the operation was not part of the suicide.

In the house, investigators found pic-
tures of an idealized, dome-headed
alien that the group’s writings suggest
they believed represents a higher plane
of existence they could attain through
suicide.

“It's the head of an alien, like you see
in The X-Files, the medical examiner
said.

Families of all but nine of the dead
have been notified, Blackbourne said,
releasing details of the lives of eight of
those nine in hopes of prompting calls
from families.

A Canadian was among the dead.
CBC Radio said the Canadian was a
woman from Calgary.

In Ottawa, a Foreign Affairs
spokesman said: “We are aware of the
possibility of the involvement of a
Canadian citizen. The Canadian con-
sulate general in Los Angeles is investi-
gating at the moment.”

The families began arranging for re-
turn of the bodies of 21 women and 18
men, which were discovered Wednes-
day in the nine-bedroom mansion.

For Nancie Brown, the grieving be-
gan when her teenage son went to his
first cult meeting at a park in the San
Francisco Bay area. That was 21 years
ago.

pleads innocent

preliminary hearing and his attor-
neys’ decision to waive the 10-day
limit to obtain more information in
the case.

“Yes, sir,” Markhasev said clearly.

Neither Markhasev’s relatives nor' Bill
Cosby or members of his family attend-
ed the brief hearing.

Markhasev agreed to delay further
proceedings until April 18, when a pre-
liminary hearing date will be set.

Media lawyer Kelli Sager argued in
vain to allow cameras to photograph
Markhasev, noting that police released
a picture when he was arrested. But
the judge refused, saying there are
“identity issues in this case.”

“For reasons that I cannot go into at
this time, counsel for both sides do not
want pictures taken,” the judge said.

Ennis Cosby, 27, was shot to death
Jan. 16 while changing a flat tire on his
luxury convertible on a lonely road. Po-
lice have said it was a random robbery
attempt.

U.S. envoy wants peace first

JERUSALEM (AP) — In an apparent
reprimand to Yasser Arafat, a U.S. en-
voy trying to salvage Middle East
peacemaking insisted Friday that vio-
lence must cease before Israel and the
Palestinians can resume negotiations.

Palestinians rioted in the West Bank
for a ninth day while envoy Dennis
Ross was wrapping up his two-day
peace mission. Hundreds of Palestini-
ans threw stones and firebombs at Is-
raeli troops in Hebron, who fired back
tear gas and rubber bullets. In Ramal-
lah, rioters burned cars and blocked
streets with garbage bins.

In a sign he was trying to restore
calm, Arafat postponed a joint rally of
his Fatah movement and Islamic mili-
tants, which was to have been held Fri-
day as a demonstration of Palestinian
unity.

Palestinian police made their first se-
rious efforts, although not always suc-
cessful, to disperse the riots. In Ramal-
lah, troops with plastic riot shields
formed cordons to keep back protest-
ers.

The West Bank security chief rejected
any implied criticism from Ross.

“We have been trying to calm the
streets, and we have succeeded in
Bethlehem, Hebron and Ramallah,” Je-
bril Rajoub declared.

Israel has accused Arafat of orches-
trating the rioting and of giving the go-
ahead for terror attacks, including a
suicide bombing in Tel Aviv last week
that killed three Israeli women. Pales-
tinians say Israel bears full blame for
provoking violence by breaking ground
on a new Jewish neighborhood in Arab
east Jerusalem, which Palestinians
want as a future capital.

Ross started his peace mission Thurs-
day with talks with Arafat in Morocco,
where Islamic leaders convened to dis-
cuss east Jerusalem. Leaders at the sum-
mit urged closing of Israel’s diplomatic
missions abroad, the London-based
Saudi newspaper Al Hayat reported.

On Friday, Ross met separately with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and the chief Palestinian negotiator,
Saeb Erekat.
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Manson denied parole

CORCORAN, Calif. (AP) — Charles Manson,
grey with time but unrepentant as ever, kept his
customary bravado after learning he will remain
in prison for at least five more years.

A three-member panel of the California Board
of Corrections decided that Manson, 62, is still
too dangerous for society, denying him parole for
the ninth time.

“I accept this decision. That'’s cool,” Manson
said.

“I'm involved in too many things. I have a web
site I'm working on.”

Manson is serving a life sentence for orchestrat-
ing the deaths of actress Sharon Tate and six oth-
ers in 1969. The hearing opened with a parole
board member describing the grisly killings. Man-
son appeared tearful but then rambled for an
hour.

“I've killed a lot of people in my life,” he said.

“I have. But I was convicted for things I didn’t
do and I was let loose for things I did.”

Manson also showed he kept up with the news,

mentioning the mass-suicide of 39 people in San
Diego a day earlier.

“These monks that just took their heads in San
Diego — they’re way behind the times,” he said.

Prosecutor Stephen Kay argued against Man-
son’s release as he has done at the original trial
and every parole hearing. Kay pointed out a
prison report that said Manson has trafficked in
drugs and threatened to kill guards.

The prosecutor said Manson “believes he is a
law unto himself. The guy’s in love with himself.

“He can manipulate others. . . Finding Charles
Manson unsuitable for parole is the easiest deci-
sion you will have this year.”

Manson chimed in: “I really wouldn'’t take a pa-
role. I've got to go back to court and get my
rights.”

Manson contends he did not have a fair trial
because he was tried along with three women
followers. They ultimately admitted their
roles in the killings but said Manson killed no
one.

i G

RIGOH

DIGITAL MULTIFUNCTION
2 AND FACSIMILE
. PRODUCTS

Black & White or
Full Color
Copiers

RIGOH Gestetner SAUIN
835 - 4th Ave., Prince George Ph. 563-0261 Fax 563-5220

306565

"BC BUDGET 97

More Jobs.
Less Spending.

Health Care and
Education Protected.

A budget plan to meet your priorities:

v 40,000 new BC jobs this year

v/ Government spending down for the first time since 1958

v/ Health care protected

* New funding to reduce surgery waiting lists, for hospitals,
medical equipment, mental health and continuing care

v/ Education protected

* 14,000 new school spaces for BC children announced this year
* 2,900 new spaces for post-secondary students

v/ Personal income taxes cut another 2%, following last year’s 2% cut

v/ All other personal taxes frozen
v/ Small business tax cut continued
v/ Hydro rates frozen

v/ ICBC rates frozen

v/ College and university tuition fees frozen
v/ BC Family Bonus provided for children

v’ Deficit reduced

For more information on how the BC Budget affects you, please call:

'1-800-663-

Telecommunications for the hearing impaired (TTD):
In Greater Vancouver: 775-0303 / All other areas: 1-800-661-8773

BUDGET 97
The Priority Is People
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