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A  show that is as irreverent, good- 
natured and co m ically  offbeat as 
The Rez deserves to be recog­

nized fo r its accom plishm ents from  week  
to w eek. But The Rez is a vastly underap­
preciated series that has, quite frankly , 
endured m ore than its share o f  challenges.

The Rez grew out o f  a 1994 Canadian  
theatrical m ovie called Dance M e O ut­
side , w hich was itse lf an adaptation o f  
author W .P . K in se lla ’ s collection o f  short 
stories about life  on an Indian reserve in 
O ntario . The film  made its T V  debut in 
February 1996 and was prom ptly  
spun o f f  into a series by C B C .

A t the core o f  The Rez is Silas 
C ro w  (p layed by R yan B lack), an 
in tro sp ective  young m an w h o  
relates assorted stories about his 
life  and the various individuals  
inhabiting the confines o f  the K id -  
abanesee R eserve, a ffection ate ly  
know n as the Rez. Those characters 
include Silas' g irlfriend , a deter­
m ined. sensible and strong-w illed  
young w om an name Sadie M arac le  
(Jennifer Podem ski). A t the other 
end o f  the spectrum is Silas' best 
pal, a goofy schemer named Frank  
Fencepost (D a rre ll D en n is ) w h o  
usually spends most o f  his w aking  
hours try in g  to  get lu c k y , in  one  
w a y  o r another.

The rest o f  the co lorfu l ensemble cast is 
populated by a host o f  absorbing perform ­
ers, includ ing Tam ara Podem ski (Jen­
n ife r's  rea l-life  sister), w ho plays Fran k’s 
sem i-g irlfriend , Lu cy , a confused young  
w o m an w h o  has alw ays been torn  
between her loyalty  to the R ez and her 
desire to escape and chase her dreams o f  
becom ing a B roadw ay star.

Som e interesting newcomers have been 
added to the m ix  this season. A m ong the 
m ore notab le are N o rth e rn  Exposure  
graduate E laine M ile s  as Etta, a wise and 
w acky eccentric w ho is the local com m u­
n ity ’ s spiritual guide and conscience, and 
K ari M atch ett as Tanya, the long-lost 
daughter o f  earthy, shopworn bar/m arina  
o w n er E lean o r N an ibush (P a tric ia  
C ollins).

The Rez has tackled serious subjects -
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racism , v io len ce , se lf-esteem  -  w ith  
thought-provoking care. B ut the strength 
o f this show lies in w hat producer Brian  
Dennis once described to me as “gu ilt- 
free stories” -  tales o f  native life  that are 
playfu l rather than sombre, tales that go 
beyond g lue-sn iffing  and suicides.

The show tears dow n m any o f  the rid icu­
lous racial stereotypes w hich other film  
and T V  productions have fostered. In  
the process, it has allow ed a deliciously  
refreshing sense o f  hum or to rise to 
the fore.

The effort has paid o f f  to a certain  
extent. H ow ever, even though The Rez 
has developed a re liab le  core audience -
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ratings fo r the beginning o f  N ovem ber  
credited the show w ith  an average o f  
about 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  viewers (not bad, by Cana­
dian standards) -  the series has undoubt­
edly escaped the attention o f  m uch o f  this 
country’ s T V  audience. But then, viewers  
can be forg iven i f  they’ve never even laid  
eyes on the show.

For one thing, The Rez hasn’ t been given  
a fa ir  shake by C B C  this season. I t  has 
been tucked aw ay in relative obscurity on 
W ednesday nights, doom ed as a fo llo w - 

up to the n e tw o rk ’ s w e e k ly  c u l­
tura l snorefest, A drie n n e  C la rkson  
Presents.

T o  m ake matters worse, The Rez has­
n’ t enjoyed anything close to the type  
o f  prom otional push w hich C B C  has 
lav ished on such other retu rn ing  
shows as that b ig-ticket Sunday night 
attraction, the co lo rfu lly  flu ffy  W ind  
A t M y  Back.

A nd, o f  course, there is the on-again, 
off-again  broadcast history o f  The Rez 
itself, w hich hasn’ t helped.

C B C  brushed the series aw ay like  
yesterday’ s dandru ff after The Rez 
com pleted its in itia l six-episode run in  
1996. C halked up as just another casu­
a lty  o f  budget cuts at the taxpayer’ s 
netw ork, The Rez languished in lim bo  
fo r a year until new  TV -p ro du ctio n  
funding from  the federal governm ent 
a llow ed  producers to resurrect the 

series w ith  13 new episodes this season.
The last tw o  o f  those new episodes w ill  

h it the a ir  this w eek -  burned o f f  as a 
back-to-back presentation on W ednesday  
night. Boosted by a guest appearance by  
director D av id  Cronenberg, it ’ s a te rrific  
doub le-w ham m y -  one in w hich Silas 
travels to Toronto  to fin d  Sadie involved  
w ith  another guy. M e an w h ile , Frank dis­
covers L u cy  p ly ing  her trade, as a hooker.

A t press tim e, C B C  representatives were 
unsure w hat fate w ould aw ait The Rez 
afte r th is w eek . W h e th e r it survives  
remains to be seen. B ut at least the series 
w ill fin ish its season w ith  a bang.

A nd  its cast members can take some 
measure o f  pride in the knowledge o f  
w o rk  that has been extrem ely, and consis­
tently , w e ll done.
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