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■  1 3 6 4 5  K le in  R o a d
OFFERS!

^  Immediate
■  possession! Reverse 

plan with sunken i 
living room I

—
5 8 6 5  

« ■ ■ ■  S im o n  F r a s e r

H U g l  COLLEGE 
jpT 1 HEIGHTS!

Fully finished home 

on bus route, dose to 

schools! 8003 Flamingo Road -$72,900
FIRST HOMEI3 bedroom mobile with addition and 
sundeck, private .23 acre yard

#60 Aldeen Road - $66,500
Great floor planl 3 bedrooms and 2 baths 
2 years old.

13170 Louis Drive- $99,000

1 2 1 7  

B a b ln e  C re s .
Spruceland- Excellent 
valuefor the price, 2f/p  
eating area and dining 
room, daylight 
windows, and outside 
basement entrance

O c h a k w ln  C re s .

W h ile  flying h o m e  from  O ttaw a  to  b e  
w ith  m y  ch ildren  for th e  h o lid ays, I re- 
v i e w e d  m y  p r e v i o u s  C h r i s t m a s  
c o lu m n s an d  re-d isco v ered  o n e  w h ich  
su m s  u p  m y f e e l in g s  fo r  th is  h o lid a y  
s e a s o n ,  a n d  s o  I t h o u g h t  a  r e p r in t  
w o u ld  b e  appropriate.

C hristm as sign ifies a  sp ec ia l tim e for 
.fam ily. Like th e  lo n g  trek  u n d ertak en  
•by th r e e  w ise  m e n  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  
a g o ,  fam ily  m em b er s  tra v e l g rea t d is ­
ta n c e s  to  get to g e th er  ov er  th e  “h o lid a y  
s e a s o n ”. U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  m a n y  in  
o u r  overly  co m m e r c ia liz e d , co n su m er  

' d riven  society, th e re  se e m s  to  be m ore  
'e m p h a s is  o n  S an ta  C laus th a n  on  ce le -  
'b r a t in g  th e  b irth  o f  C hrist. T h is in  it- 
“s e l f  is n o t n ecessarily  a ll b a d . If p eo p le  
- c o m e  to  u n d erstan d  it rea lly  is “b etter  
/ t o  g iv e  th a n  to  r e c e iv e ” th r o u g h  e x ­
ch a n g in g  g ifts a n d  k n o w in g  th e  jo y  o f  

! ^giving, th e n  u n d o u b te d ly  a  g rea t le s ­
s o n  w ill have b e e n  lea rn ed .

•j F or m e , C h r istm a s is  d e f in ite ly  th e  
o n e  tim e  o f  year  to  co u n t o u r b lessin gs. 
J u s t  t o  b e  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  to  b e  
C a n a d ia n , or e v e n  m e r e ly  to  b e  h ere , 
s a f e  from  w ar, s ta r v a t io n  o r  p e r se c u ­
t io n ,  is  m o re  t h a n  e n o u g h  r e a s o n  to  
'give thanks.
•• O n e  o f  th e  m o r e  r e w a r d in g  a sp ec ts

M P  R E P O R T

by JAY HILL
Reform Party 

Prince George-Peace River

o f  m y jo b  is c o m in g  in to  co n ta c t  w ith  
so  m any  n e w  C anad ians, recen t im m i­
g r a n t s  w h o  a r e  o v e r j o y e d  to  b e  in  
C anada, esp ecia lly  at th is  t im e  o f  year. 
M e e tin g  th e m , a n d  l is te n in g  to  w h a t  
th e y ’v e  e n d u r e d , c o n s ta n t ly  r e s to r e s  
m y  a p p recia tion  for o u r  cou n try . D e ­
sp ite  a ll th e  p rob lem s a n d  u n reso lv e d  
issu es facin g  u s today, Fll n ev er  tire o f  
repeating  that C anada rem ain s the  b est  
cou n try  in  th e  w orid!

H o w e v e r , w e  m u s t  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  
there are th o se  in  our m id st  w h o  n e e d  
our help . N o  m atter h o w  sm a ll your in ­
d iv id u a l e ffo r t;  r e a c h  o u t  w h e n e v e r  
y o u  c a n  to  th o s e  le s s  fo r tu n a te . Y ou  
can  m ake a  d ifference in  so m e o n e ’s life  
th is C hristm as.

It d o esn ’t have to  b e  so m eth in g  b ig  o r  
exp en sive . It ca n  b e  as s im p le  as o ffer ­

in g  to  carry g rocer ies to  so m e o n e  s car. 
Or perhaps y o u  co u ld  take y o u r  sm all 
ch ildren  d o w n  to  a  local sen io rs centre  
to  v i s i t  w it h  t h o s e  w h o  d o n ’t h a v e  
gran d ch ild ren  o f  their  o w n . It w o u ld  
su r e ly  b r in g  a  sm ile  to  m a n y  a fa c e .  
Y ou c o u ld  s h o v e l  th e  d r iv e w a y  for a  
n e ig h b o u r  u p  th e  stree t, o r  d e liv e r  a  
C h ristm as h a m p e r  to  a fa m ily  w h e r e  
th e  incom e ea rn er  has b e e n  u n exp ect­
ed ly  laid off. O r you  can take cloth ing, 
to y s  or o th e r  i t e m s  to  t h e  S a lv a t io n  
A rm y or o th er  charity  organ izations. If 
y o u  are filled  w ith  th e  sp irit o f  g iv ing, 
y o u  w ill find so m eth in g  sp ec ia l to  do to  
m ake so m e o n e ’s day  a  little brighter.

Since it is C hristm as, and  appropriate  
to  b e  giving th an k s, I w o u ld  like to  e x ­
p ress m y m o st  s in cere ap p recia tion  to  
all o f  you  w h o  h ave su p p orted  m e over

th e  past five y ea rs . M any d a y s  in  O t­
ta w a , far from  h o m e  an d  fam ily , you r  
p h o n e  calls, le tters and faxes con vey in g  
w o r d s  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  b r ig h te n e d  
a n  o therw ise  frustrating day.

Thank you .
I w ou ld  a lso  like to take th is  op p ortu ­

n ity  to thank  a ll th e  n ew sp a p ers in  our  
constituency, w h ic h  carry th is  co lu m n. 
S o m e  h a v e  u n fa ilin g ly  d o n e  s o  from  
t h e  v ery  b e g in n in g ,  a n d  t h is  h a s  a l­
low ed  m e to  k eep  you  in fo rm ed  ab ou t  
m y  perspective o n  the im p ortan t issues  
facing C anadians.

On b eh a lf o f  m yself, m y  ch ild ren  and  
staff, I w ish  y o u  all a very  m erry  Christ­
m as, and m a y  th e  spirit o f  th is  sp ecia l 
d a y  be yours to  en joy  and  sh are  all year  
long.

M a y  you enjoy a ll  the best ofthe season, •with 
those near and dear to you. I t  was our great 
pleasure helping you f in d  your w ay home!

Sharon W agner 

5 6 1 -6 5 0 4  !
sutton group £  » •

Your Real ^  U t l U  w 
Estate Centre _______

H e r o i c  a c t  l i n g e r s  i n  m e m o r y

0  H o l i d a y ,  0  H o l i d a y . . .

All the staff at Marlin Travel would like to take this opportunity to Thank You for 
your patronage in 1998 and to wish you and your families a wonderful and safe 
holiday season.
And remember, when it's time for your next vacation, we're only a phone call 
away!

TORONTO —  S h o rtly  b efo re  C hrist­
m a s  la s t  y e a r , V ic to r  C r o w l s a v e d  a  
sm all boy  from  a lm o st certa in  d ea th  o n  
a  Toronto su b w a y  train.

T h e  e v e n t  h a s  r e s o n a te d  w ith  h im  
ev er  since.

H e  s t ill  th in k s  a b o u t  h o w  tr a u m a ­
tized  the  b oy  a n d  th e  b rother w h o  w a s  
w ith  h im  m u s t  h a v e  fe lt , C row l sa y s , 
con sc iou s o f  h is o w n  v io le n t  ch ild h ood .

A n d  h e  still th in k s a b o u t th e  positive  
afterm a th  o f  th e  r escu e  —  th e  in stan t  
c e le b r i t y  s t a t u s  t h a t  s u d d e n ly  g a v e  
C row l a p latform  from  w h ic h  to  spread  
a  m essa g e  o f  g o o d w ill.

“I th ink  it b ro u g h t th e  c ity  together ,” 
h e  says o f  th e  p u b lic  in terest that lasted  
through ou t th e  C hristm as season .

“O n  so m e  o f  th e  t e le v is io n  sh o w s  I 
w a s  on , teach ers a n d  u n iversity  profes­
so r s  w ere  ca llin g  in  a n d  sa y in g  th in g s  
l ik e ,  ' O ur m a n - in - s o c ie t y  c la s s  h a s  
b e e n  d is c u s s in g  th is  fo r  th e  la s t  tw o  
w eek s .

“ 'T h is  is  a n  in s p ir a t io n . S o m e  o f  
th e se  kids are form u la tin g  id eas ab ou t  
w h a t  th ey  m ig h t d o  in  th is  situ ation .’ “

T h e dram a b e g a n  four w eek s b efore  
C hristm as Day, sh o rtly  a fter  4  p .m .

Crowl, 3 0  a t th e  tim e , stood  w a itin g  
for  a  su b w ay train  at St. Clair W est sta ­
t io n . H e w a s h e a d in g  h o m e  after b ein g  
l a id  o f f  f r o m  h is  s e a s o n a l  j o b  a s  a 
p a r k s -m a in te n a n c e  w o r k e r  w ith  th e  
C ity  o f  T o r o n to  b u t  w a s  fe e l in g  o p ti­
m istic .

In  h is  sp a re  t im e , C ro w l p u r su e s  a  
sin g in g  career an d  h ad  ju s t  fin ished  th e  
v id e o  to  a  n e w  so n g  h e  h a d  in d e p e n ­
d en tly  recorded , ca lled  Save M e, ab ou t  
stop p in g  urban v io le n c e .

W h en  th e  train  arrived  an d  th e  doors  
o p en ed , C row l sp o tted  a n  em ergency.

H e sa w  a  m a n  in s id e  th e  car s tr u g ­
g l i n g  to  f o r c e  o p e n  t h e  t r a c k - s id e  
d o o rs. W ith h im  w e r e  tw o  sm all b oys, 
b o th  s c r e a m in g , t e a r s  r o ll in g  d o w n  
th e ir  fa ces. “W e’ll g o  to g e th e r . C o m e  
o n , w e ’ll g o  togeth er ,” C row l heard  th e  
m a n  say.

Crowl ran d irectly  tow ard s them .
“As I go t to  th e m , th e  m an  w a s  liter­

a lly  throw ing  th e  y o u n g e st  b oy  o u t the  
d oor,” h e  reca lls even ly .

“I c a u g h t  h im  l i t e r a l ly  in  m id a ir .  
T h e n  t h e  m a n  g r a b b e d  m e  fro m  b e ­
h in d  —  I w a s  h a lf  o u ts id e  th e  ca r  —  
an d  tr ie d  to  sh a k e  th e  b o y  o u t  o f  m y  
hands.”

Crowl scream ed  for h elp .
T he b o y  w a s d a n g lin g  over  an  e lec tr i­

fied  rail th a t w o u ld  h a v e  e le c tr o c u te d  
h im  i f  h e  h a d  fa l le n .  U n t il  th a t  m o ­
m e n t, C ro w l sa y s , o t h e r  p a s s e n g e r s  
w ere e ith er  ru n n ing  o f f  th e  train or  s it­
ting  in  their sea ts , staring.

T h e  f ir s t  t o  r e s p o n d  w a s  M e lv in  
M u r c h ie , a s c r e e n  p r in te r  b y  tr a d e ,  
w h o  g r a b b e d  th e  o f f e n d e r  fro m  b e ­
h in d , a llo w in g  C row l to  p u ll th e  ch ild  
to  safety.

Q uickly , o th e r s  p itc h e d  in . B e la  Va- 
d o s ,  a  r e c e n t  e c o n o m ic s  g r a d u a te ,  
p ressed  th e  e m e r g e n c y  str ip , a le r t in g  
p o lice. A nn M arie K eating, a  p sych o lo ­
g y  stu d en t, gu id ed  th e  ch ildren  o f f  th e  
train to  th e  platform .

T h en  th e  m an  tried  to  th ro w  h im se lf  
o n to  th e  rail.

“I w a s  still h a lf  o u ts id e  th e  car, a n d  
M e lv in  a n d  I w e r e  s t r u g g l in g  w i t h  
him ,” Crowl recalls.

F inally , th e  p o lic e  a rr iv ed  an d  su b ­
d u e d  th e  m a n . C row l sta r ted  to  w a lk  
a w a y  w h e n  h e  h e a r d  s o m e b o d y  say , 
“Hi, Victor.”

“I lo o k e d  in to  ( th e  o f fe n d e r ’s )  fa c e  
for  t h e  first t im e  a n d  r e a liz e d  I h a d  
g o n e  to  church  w ith  h im ,” Crowl says. 
“W e w ere  in  a  y o u th  g rou p  together .”

T h e  m a n  tu r n e d  o u t  to  b e  M ic h a e l  
Sm ith, 31, later d escrib ed  b y  p o lice  as a  
“jo b le s s  d r ifter” w h o  h a d  b e e n  d ia g ­
n o s e d  1 3  y e a r s  e a r l ie r  a s  a s c h i z o ­
phrenic.

H e  h a d  l iv e d  in  t h e  s a m e  p u b lic -  
h o u sin g  co m p lex  as th e  b o y s, h a d  b e ­
co m e friends w ith  th e  fam ily, a n d  had  
p ick ed  up  th e  b o y s fr o m  s c h o o l  th a t  
day w ith o u t p erm ission . P olice ch arged  
him  o n  tw o  cou n ts o f  abd u ction .

T he boys w ere  Jam es, 5 , th e  o n e  a l­
m o st th r o w n  o n to  th e  track s, a n d  h is  
brother Jordan, 6.

Their father, Peter, w a s unem ployed  at 
the tim e and their m oth er had d ied  tw o  
years before. T he b o y s to ld  p o lice  th a t  
Sm ith had said h e  w as go in g  to kill them .

“T h ere w e r e  a  lo t  o f  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  
leftovers,” C row l says. “T h e b oys w ere  
c o n c e r n e d  t h e y  h ad  d o n e  so m e th in g  
w ro n g  and g o t  h im  in trou b le .”

C row l k n o w s  a b o u t p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
leftovers. H is qu ick  r e sp o n se  to  em er­
g en c ies , h e  sa y s , co m es fro m  a hyper­
a w a r e n e ss  h o n e d  in  th e  terro r  o f  h is  
o w n  ch ild h ood .

“B eing s lo w  to  resp ond  c o u ld  m ea n  
anyth ing from  m issing o u t  o n  d inner to  
g ettin g  a  c h e a p  sh ot in  t h e  h e a d ,” h e  
says.

C r o w l w a s  b o r n  in  K in g s to n , J a ­
m a ic a .  H is  f a t h e r  a b a n d o n e d  h im  
w h e n  h e w a s  1 0  m onths o ld . His m o th ­
er  left for C an ad a w h en  h e  w a s  three.

W h e n  h e  w a s  s ix ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  
fo r  h im , m o v in g  to  t h e  n o t o r io u s  
J a m a i c a n - i m m i g r a n t  n e i g h b o u r ­
h o o d  a t  T o r o n t o ’s J a n e  a n d  F in c h  
s tr e e ts .

T h o m a s
C ook

BC Registration 11991-3

m - „ iu  564-9313
I  I C t l l l l B  770 Brunswick St.

E-mail: marlin@bcgroup.net

4 year old mobile located on 5 acres. 
Assumable mortgage!

Purden Lake - $49,900
WATERFRONTI seasonal cabin to enjoy year 
round. Very accessible!

M rs Clean Itves here! 
Renovations include 
kitchen cupboards, gas 
fireplace, roof windows 
ceramic td  hardwood 

flooring_____________
W /V M  Centre City 

O ff ic e :  5 6 2 - 3 6 0 0  H o m e : 9 6 4 - 0 8 9 0 565-7505

L i s t i n g  o f  B u i l d e r  M e m b e r s
• Agnes Homes Ltd., Whitehorse
• Central Homes & Dev. Ltd. Prince George
• Creuzot Homes & Construction Ltd.,

Prince George
• Durawall Contractors Ltd., Prince George
• Epkans Construction, Burns Lake
• Fortress Construction Ltd., Prince George
• Fortwood Homes Ltd., Prince George
• Four Storey Construction Ltd., Prince George
• Goldwing Construction Ltd., Prince George
• Hayer Homes Ltd., Prince George
• Little Home Builder, Prince George
• Matte Bros. & Sons Construction, Prince George
• Newborn Homes, Prince George
• Newcombe Construction Ltd., Prince George
• Northern Traditional Homes Ltd., Prince George
• Palacio Homes, Prince George
• Polartech Homes, Dawson Creek
• Rite Homes Ltd., Prince George
• Superior Homes & Construction Ltd.,

Prince George
• Universal Construction Ltd., Prince George
L i s t i n g  o f  S u p p l i e r  M e m b e r s
• Anchor Door & Window, Prince George
• Arctic Roofing Ltd., Prince George
• BC Gas, Prince George

BC TEL, Prince George 
Beaver Lumber, Prince George 
Cabinet Express, Prince George 
Can Cell Industries Inc., Prince George 
Canac Kitchens of Pr. George, Prince George 
Capital Building Supplies Ltd., Prince George 
Curan Holdings Ltd., Prince George 

1 Custom Wall & Ceiling Supply Ltd., Prince George 
1 Duradek North Vinyl & Railings, Prince George 
1 General Paint Ltd., Prince George 
»Gienow Building Products Ltd., Prince George 
1 Greenblock, Prince George 
1 Hart Building Supplies Ltd., Prince George 
1 J. Spoletini Enterprises Ltd., Prince George 
’ Marathon Eavestroughing & Decking, Prince George 
»National Home Warranty Programs, Vancouver 
»Natural Lighting Ltd., Prince George 
»Carpet One, Prince George 
»CKPG, Prince George 
» Polar Refrigeration Sales & Service Ltd.,
Prince George

» Right Choice Custom Flooring, Prince George 
» Rolling Mix Concrete (BC) Ltd., Prince George 
»Spruce Capital Homes Ltd., Prince George
• The Kitchen Craft Connection, Prince George
* Trusco Industries (1991) Ltd., Prince George 
» United Carpet, Prince George
► Van Way Enterprises Ltd., Prince George

•  Em co/W estern/ Westlund, Prince George
•  W.R. Ventures Ltd., Prince George
•  Western Doors Plus Ltd., Prince George
•  The W oodland Group, Prince George
•  Yellowhead Walls & Ceilings Ltd., Prince G eorge

S e r v i c e  &  P r o f e s s i o n a l  M e m b e r s
•  Bank of Nova Scotia, Prince George
•  Barton Insurance, Prince G eorge
• Cariboo Central Interior Radio Inc. (CJCI),

Prince G eorge
•  CMHC, Prince George
•  College of N ew  Caledonia
•  EDI Environmental Dynamics Inc., Prince G eorge
•  Gordon Langer (Coldwell Banker), Prince G eorge
•  Heather Sadler Jenkins, Prince George
•  Jorgensen & Nelson Appraisals, Prince G eorge
• Kennedy & Berry Appraisals Ltd., Prince G eorge
•  Kilbride Land Surveyors Ltd., Prince G eorge
• KPMG, Prince George
• P eace River Regional District, Dawson Creek, B.C.
•  Prince G eorge Savings, Prince George
•  R.E. Gook & A ssociates, Prince George
•  R.L. Johns Land Surveying Ltd., Prince G eorge
•  Royal Bank of Canada, Prince George
•  The City of Prince George, Prince George
•  The Prince George Free P ress, Prince G eorge
• Wilson King & Co., Prince George

Sub C o n t r a c t o r  M e m b e r s
•  General Installations, Prince George
•  P.G. Plumbing & Heating Ltd., Prince G eorge
•  T&L Electric Ltd., Princd George

D e v e l o p e r  M e m b e r s
•  Barbican Properties Inc., Vancouver, BC
• Wayne Jenkins, Prince George
•  Belco D evelopm ents, Vancouver,V3C
• Valleyview Heights Developm ent Corp., 

Vancouver, BC

H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r s
•  George Creuzot, Prince George
•  Merv Miller, Surrey, BC

R e n o v a t o r  M e m b e r s
•  Creuzot H om es & Construction, Prince George
•  Fortress Construction Ltd., Prince G eorge
• Northern Skyeline Construction, Prince George
• Superior H om es & Construction Ltd.,

Prince George

C a l l  t h e  P G H B A  

a t

5 6 3 - 3 3 0 6 341577

Prince George Home Builder’s Association m / g t  Prince George

Home Builder's
I ASSOCIATION

C h ris tm as  is t im e  for he lp ing  o th ers

mailto:marlin@bcgroup.net

