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L if e s t y l e s

Be prepared before taking on meddling grandma
ADVICE ON LIFE
by Ann Landers

Dear Ann Landers: I have been 
married to “Rick” for 25 years. When 
we first married, Rick’s mother wel­
comed me into the family and gave me 
a lot of attention.

I enjoyed it initially, but soon, it be­
came smothering. She often came into 
our home while we were at work, and 
would clean the refrigerator, rearrange 
the furniture, set aside items to be giv­
en away, straighten out my lingerie 
drawers, and replace my husband’s un­
derwear.

She also went through our mail. We 
were nice about it, and said she didn’t 
need to work so hard, but that made

no difference. She tried to give us mon­
ey, but we told her we w anted the 
pride of our own hard work. She then 
bought us gifts we could not return.

After tolerating this for too many 
years, I told her it was impolite to go

through ano ther person’s dresser 
drawers and closets and that we val­
ued our privacy. She was hurt, and 
claimed we didn’t love her or need her 
anymore.

Since then, she no longer visits us or

allows us to take her out to dinner. The 
only tim e we see h er is when she 
comes to visit the grandchildren.

Ann, the children are teenagers now, 
and my mother-in-law spoils them rot­
ten. She gives them money and gifts, 
does their homework, buys them cars, 
and takes their side in all arguments.

She says they should not have to do 
household chores or be given curfews, 
and that they should “enjoy their child­
hood.” Of course, the children think 
she is wonderful. When we tell Mom to 
please knock it off, she claims she is 
having chest pains and can’t take the 
stress. Is there a solution to this prob­

lem, or are we — Trapped in D.C.
Dear D.C.: Rick’s mother has been 

in control for 25 years. You and Rick 
are going to need counseling to learn 
how to deal with her, because it is ap­
parent that you have been unable to do 
it on your own.

She is wily, shrewd and manipula­
tive. Please get some professional help 
on a continual basis, because Grandma 
is going to fight you every inch of the 
way. Be prepared.

D ear Ann Landers: I have been 
married for 22 years and have three 
children. My husband and I love them 
dearly, and they know it. Unfortunate­
ly, my husband and I do not love each 
other, and never have. I don’t know 
why we married.

“Cliff’ and I have been in this love­
less arrangement since the wedding, 
and we haven’t had sex for the last 10 
years. He was never very good at it.

The sex part doesn’t bother me. I ac­
tually prefer it this way. I’ve been sleep­
ing in the guest room because Cliff 
snores and I need my rest.

Divorce is not an option right now —
I simply cannot afford to be a single 
mother with three children. We barely 
manage our mortgage payments, and 
have no savings.

I am  envious of my friends, who 
seem to be happily married. On my 
birthday, a male friend gave me a hug, 
and I still dream about it every night, 
even though I know it meant nothing 
to him.

A marriage counselor won’t help, be­
cause there is no love to recapture. 
Cliff once told me I was the ugliest 
w om an he had ever seen. I am no 
beauty, but I do try to look nice and 
keep my figure in good shape.

I’m only 47, Ann, and don’t want to 
wait forever to find love and happiness.
I am utterly miserable, and don’t know 
w hat to do. Please, please, give me 
some advice. — Stuck Forever in  
Kentucky 

D ear Kentucky: You need outside 
help. Your notion that marriage coun­
seling can “recapture love” is a false 
one. Counseling can, however, help 
people mend the broken places in rela­
tionships and learn to cope with the 
hand life has dealt them.

I urge you to seek this kind of assis­
tance. For openers, it might help if 
you’d get out of the guest room and try 
to thaw him out a little. That would be 
a good place to start.

Y2K mistake 
makes man 
billion richer

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — It 
was a Y2K fantasy glitch.

A journalist in Cologne checked his 
online banking account on New Year’s 
Day and an unexplained deposit of 
three billion marks ($1.56 billion US) 
beamed out at him from his computer 
screen.

The software problem caused a mo­
mentary stir, but it was one of only a 
few blips in an otherwise flawless Ger­
man transition into 2000.

Germany’s hospitals reported only
II  minor problem s that posed no 
threat to patients, the Interior Ministry 
reported Monday.

Even the billion-dollar glitch in 
C ologne tu rn e d  out to be sm all 
change. It was not a true Y2K break­
down but a date-reading software er­
ror, said Ulricke Kohl, spokeswoman 
for Stadt Sparkasse Cologne, who de­
clined to identify the customer.

The error may affect any year’s 
turnover — not just 1999 to 2000, but 
1998 to 1999 and so on. And it tripped 
up only customers who ignored bank 
warnings to upgrade their software.

“The problem showed up only on 
their computer screen. None of the ac­
tual account balances were ever al­
tered,” Kohl said.

Marriage education 
to become common 
says bridal report

NEW YORK (AP) — The future of 
marriage looks like this: later wedding 
vows, later parenthood, and efforts to 
ensure the longevity of the union, ac­
cording to Bridal Guide magazine.

The bi-monthly publication reports 
on marriage trends in a coming issue, 
with these key findings:

■  In 1998, the median age for a first 
marriage was 25 for women and 27 
for men. Ages will continue to rise as 
more people postpone marrying to es­
tablish their careers, the magazine 
says. This bodes well for marital suc­
cess because couples will be more ma­
ture and better established financially.

■  “Marriage education” classes be­
fore the ceremony — an effort to en­
sure solid, lasting unions — will be­
come commonplace.

■  Interracial and interfaith mar­
riages will continue to increase. Cen­
sus figures between 1960 and 1990 
show a tenfold rise. .

■  The birthrate for women between 
30 and 34 grew more than any other 
age group between 1980 and 1990. 
Experts predict more one-child fami­
lies, the magazine says.

H ER E’ S THE RATE BREAK YOU’VE B EEN  WAITING FOR, WITH A  PURCHASE 
FINANCING RATE THAT’ S TOUGH TO BEAT. BUT YOU HAVE TO HURRY.

CHEVROLET HIALIBU 2000

FEATURES:
• 3.1 L V6 170HP Engine • 4-speed Automatic 
Transmission • 4-wheel Anti-Lock Braking System • 
Air Conditioning • AM/FM Stereo with CD player • 
Pass-Lock Thert-Deterrent System • Tilt-Wheel • 
Child-security Rear Door Locks • Rear Seat Heater 
Ducts • Reclining Bucket Seats

Swntua

$268* r
F O R  36 M ONTHS WITH »3325 DOWN. 

PURCHASE PRICE

$22298*
IN C LU D ES  FREIGHT O F »72 0  AND PDI.

CHEVROLET IMPALA 2000

FEATURES:
• 3.4L SFI V6 180 HP Engine • 4-speed Automatic 
Transmission • 16" Wheels and Tires • AM/FM 
Stereo with CD player • Remote Keyless Entry 
System • Steering Wheel Mounted Cruise Control • 
Next Generation Driver and Front Passenger Air 
Bags • Passlock Theft-Deterrent System and 
Lockout Protection • Air Conditioning • Power 
Programmable Door Locks/Windows/Mirrors
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$25,128'
IN C LU D ES  FREIGH T O F »835 A N D  PDI.
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PLUS
PURCHASE FINANCING UP TO 
48 MONTHS ON MOST 2000's

PURCHASE FINANCING UP TO 
48 MONTHS ON MOST REMAINING '99's

CHEVROLET CAVALIER COUPE 2000

1*1000;
S w n tiis

CAVALIER COUPE 2000 VALUE PACKAGE
• 5-Speed Getrag Transmission • 4-Speaker CD 
Player • Custom 15" Wheels • Anti-Lock Braking 
System • PASSLock II Security System • 2.2L/115HP 
Engine • Tinted Glass

*400* no
$ 1 0 0  s

F O R  36 MONTHS WITH »2000 DOWN. 

PURCHASE PBCE

$16418
IN CLUD ES FREIGH T OF »680 AND PDI.

OLDSMOBILE ALERO 2000

FEATURES:
• 2.4 Litre Twin Cam 150 HP Engine • 4-Speed 
Automatic Transmission with Enhanced Traction 
System • 4-Wheel Anti-Lock Braking System • Air 
Conditioning • Next Generation Driver and Front 
Passenger Air Bags • AM/FM Stereo Cassette with 
CD • PassLock Theft-Deterrent System • Tilt-Wheel • 
Rower Door Locks/Trunk Release • Variable 
Intermittent Wipers • Child-Security Rear Door Locks1 
Remote Keyless Entry

$278* r
F O R  36 M ONTHS WITH »3300 DOWN. 

PURCHASE PfUCE

$23,198*
IN C LU D ES  FREIGHT O F »72 0  A N D  PDI,

ONLY

7 DAYS
LEFT

THIS IS A LIMITED TIME OFFER NOW AT 
YOUR LOCAL BC CHEVROLET OLDSMOBILE DEALER

CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile

Wood Wheaton Chevrolet Oldsmobile Cadillac 564446608522

We'd like you to know more: Come visit us at your local dealer, on our website at www.gmcanada.com or call ua at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ‘Based on a 36 month lease lor Mallbu R7ZJ Impala R7Z/Cavaller Coupe R727Alero GL R7Z. A 
down payment or trade of $3,325/3,800/2,000/3,300 required. Total obligation Is $12,075/15,262/8,761/13,310. All leases hava annual kilometre limit ol 20,000 km, $0.12 per excess kilometre. Other lease options available. tFrelght 
Included. License, insurance, and taxes not Included. Dealers are free to set Individual prices. »Financing on approved GMAC credit only. Example: $10,000 at 0.99%/1.9% APR, the monthly payment Is $212.57/$216.52 tor 48 months. 
Cost ol borrowing is $203.36/$392.96. Total obligation Is $10,203.38/$10,392.96. Monthly payment and cost ol borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. ftO flers apply as Indicated to new or 
demonstrator 1999 or 2000 models equipped as described. Otters apply to qualified retail customers In Chevrolet British Columbia Regional Marketing Association only. Dealer order or trade may be necessary. Limited quantities 
available ol 1999 models. Limited time oiler which may not be combined with other otters. See your dealer(s) tor conditions or details. Graduata rebate subject to program rules.
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■ This is CHEVY country!
I Wha do you drive?

\ Am          0L 9621nheatOty 564.-4466 v 1
CHEVR0LET-ÖLDSM0BILE-CADIUAC w
2000 Victoria Street • PrinceGeorqe, BC Toll F r e e  1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 5 - 8 3 5 3  uAltWAY
CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE-CADIllAC
2000 Victoria Street • Prince Georqe, BC

TIRES AT COST
Nobody Sells For Less

M ICHEUN f f l f  BF GOODRICH 

U NIROYAL K f  BRIDGESTONE 
Sizes to f it  ALL MAKES

http://www.gmcanada.com

