
o W E A B ° u T

The Prince George Citizen -  Thursday, January 6 , 2000 -  2 7

M o to rin g  T re n d s
T h e  a u t o m o b i l e ’ s  i m p a c t  f a r - r e a c h i n g

b y  D A V E  H A L L I D A Y  

S o u t h a m  N e w s p a p e r s

E D M O N T O N  - A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

h a r d l y  a n y o n e  a t t a c h e d  a n y  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  

f e w  c a r s  th e n  in  e x i s t e n c e .
M u s c l e  a n d  s t e a m  p o w e r  w e r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  

m e a n s  o f  la n d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  - w h e t h e r  it m e a n t  

w a lk in g ,  r id in g  a  h o r s e  o r  a  b ic y c le  o r  t a k in g  th e  

t r a in  fo r  lo n g  tr ip s .
E x c e p t  fo r  th e  f e w  t r a in  jo u r n e y s  y o u  c o u ld  a f ­

f o r d ,  m o s t  o f  y o u r  l i f e  w o u l d  b e  s p e n t  w i t h in  a  

f e w  m ile s  o f  y o u r  b i r t h p la c e .
F e w  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a u t o m o t i v e  p i o n e e r s ,  

c o u l d  h a v e  f o r e s e e n  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h e  c a r  h a s  

m a d e .
D u r in g  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  a u t o m o b i le  b e ­

c a m e  o n e  o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  fo r c e s  s h a p in g  o u r  liv e s  

a n d  th e  N o r th  A m e r i c a n  la n d s c a p e .  T h e  im p a c t  o f  

m o s t  o t h e r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n s  p a l e s  in  

c o m p a r is o n .
T h e  a u t o  h a s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l o o k  o f  t h e  N o r t h  

A m e r i c a n  l a n d s c a p e ,  w h e r e  w e  l i v e ,  w h e r e  w e  

t r a v e l ,  h o w  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  c o u r t  a n d  m a r r y ,  

o u r  v a c a t i o n s ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i ­

t i e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  c r e a t e d  a  w h o l e  r o a d s i d e  
c u l t u r e  a n d  a l t e r e d  m a n y  o t h e r  f a c e t s  o f  m o d ­

e r n  l i f e .
T h e  c a r  a ls o  b r o u g h t  m o d e r n  s o c ie t y  fa c e - t o -  

f a c e  w i t h  s u c h  c o n c e p t s  a s  u r b a n  s p r a w l ,  t r a f f i c  

j a m s  a n d  a i r b o r n e  p o l lu t io n .
T h e  $ 5 - a - d a y  w a g e  in  th e  a u t o  m a n u fa c t u r in g  

in d u s t r y  a ls o  h e l p e d  to  c r e a t e  a  w h o l e  n e w  c la s s  

in  s o c ie t y  - th e  b lu e - c o l la r  m id d le  c la s s .

“ I t h in k  in  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y ,  th e  a u t o ­
m o b ile  w a s  p r o b a b ly  t h e  m o s t  s ig n i f ic a n t  p ie c e  o f  

t e c h n o l o g y , ”  s a i d  B o b  C a s e y ,  c u r a t o r  o f  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n  a t  t h e  H e n r y  F o r d  M u s e u m  in  D e a r ­

b o r n , M ic h .
It ’s  p o s s ib le  to  f o l lo w  m o st  o f  t h e  h u m a n  l ife  c y ­

c le  t h r o u g h  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e .  I t ’ s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  

c o n c e iv e d ,  b o r n , s p e n d  a  g o o d  p a r t  o f  y o u r  l i fe  in ­
c lu d in g  v a c a t i o n s ,  g o  to  c h u r c h ,  t h e  m o v ie s ,  b e  

m a r r ie d ,  d ie  a n d  e v e n t u a l ly  c a r r i e d  to  y o u r  f in a l  

r e s t in g  p la c e  in  a n  a u t o m o b i le .

W i l l i a m  C l a y  F o r d  J r . ,  g r e a t - g r a n d s o n  o f  t h e  

c r e a t o r  o f  t h e  M o d e l  T , e x p l a i n s  h o w  t h a t  c a r  

c h a n g e d  p e o p le ’s  l iv e s .

While quantities last!

Blemished* Michelin tires

1  w \ v «
W eatherwise tires by Michelin t

If 1st quality, Blemished,
Size Sears reg. each

P185/75R 14 149.99 7 9 .9 9
P 195/75R 14 158.99 7 9 .9 9  [
P205/75R15 174.99 8 9 .9 9  I
165/70R 13 N/A 6 4 .9 9  [
175/70R 13 132.99 6 4 .9 9  [
1 85/70R 13 140.99 6 4 .9 9  1
175/70 R 14 145.99 7 9 .9 9  t
185/70R 14 152.99 7 9 .9 9  I
P175/65R 14 148.99 7 9 .9 9  1
P195/65R15 177.99 8 9 .9 9  |

Blemished' Weatherwise"" 
all-season tires

M a d e  f o r  S e a r s  b y  M i c h e l i n ,  

t h e s e  p r e m i u m  a l l - s e a s o n  t i r e s  o f f e r  

o u t s t a n d i n g  w e t  a n d  s n o w  t r a c t i o n  a n d  i n c l u d e  

2 4 - h o u r  R o a d s i d e  T i r e  a s s i s t a n c e ' .  #58000 series. 

‘ Cosmetic blemishes will not affect performance of tires

Includes No-charge Road Hazard Warranty’. 
'Details in store

Southam Newspapers photo 

T h e  S t u d e b a k e r ’ s  A v a n t i  w a s  a  c u r v e y  a n d  d a r i n g  l i t t l e  n u m b e r .

A  l a s t - d i t c h  e f f o r t
b y  B I L L  V A N C E  

F o r  S o u t h a m  N e w s p a p e r s

E D M O N T O N  - S t u d e b a k e r s  d a t e  b a c k  t o  

1 8 5 2  w h e n  C l e m  a n d  H e n r y  S t u d e b a k e r  

o p e n e d  a  b l a c k s m i t h  a n d  w a g o n  s h o p  in  

S o u t h  B e n d ,  I n d .
A lt h o u g h  s t a y in g  w it h  h o r s e - d r a w n  v e h ic le s  u n ­

til  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e y  b e g a n  m a k in g  e le c t r ic  c a r s  in  1 9 0 2 .  

T h e y  a d d e d  a  g a s o l in e  m o d e l  in  1 9 0 4 ,  a n d  b u ilt  

b o t h  t y p e s  u n t i l  t h e  e l e c t r i c s  w e r e  d r o p p e d  in  

1 9 1 2 .

T h e  1 9 5 0 s  w e r e  n o t  k in d  t o  in d e p e n d e n t  a u ­

t o m a k e r s .  W it h  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p o s t w a r  s e l l e r s ’ 

m a r k e t  c a m e  r e l e n t l e s s  c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

B ig  T h r e e .  I t  d r o v e  K a i s e r - F r a z e r ,  C r o s l e y  a n d  
W i l l y s - O v e r l a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r  b u s i n e s s .  B y  

1 9 5 4  N a s h  a n d  H u d s o n  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  a m a l g a ­
m a t e ,  b e c o m i n g  A m e r i c a n  M o t o r s  C o r p . ,  a n d  

S t u d e b a k e r  a n d  P a c k a r d  j o i n e d  a s  t h e  S t u d e -  

b a k e r - P a c k a r d  C o r p .

T h e  S t u d e b a k e r  d e s i g n s  p r e v a i l e d .  “ R e a l ”  
P a c k a r d s  d i s a p p e a r e d  in  1 9 5 6 ,  “ P a c k a b a k -  

e r s ”  in  1 9 5 8 ,  a n d  t h e  n a m e  in  1 9 6 3 .

B y  t h e  l a t e  ’ 5 0 s ,  S t u d e b a k e r ,  t o o ,  w a s  in  

t r o u b l e  a n d  i n  1 9 6 1  a  d y n a m i c  n e w  p r e s i ­
d e n t ,  S h e r w o o d  E g b e r t ,  w a s  b r o u g h t  in  f r o m  

t h e  c h a i n s a w  a n d  s u p e r c h a r g e r  m a n u f a c t u r ­

e r  M c C u l l o c h  C o .

T o  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  c o m p a n y ’s  im a g e  a s s o c i a t e s  
w o r k e d  fe v e r i s h ly  in  c o m p le te  s e c r e c y ,  p r o d u c in g  

a  fu l l- s iz e  c l a y  m o d e l  w it h in  f iv e  w e e k s .
I t  w a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a n y t h i n g  

d o n e  b e fo r e .
C a l le d  th e  A v a n t i  ( I ta l ia n  fo r  fo r w a r d ) ,  th e  fo u r-  

p a s s e n g e r ,  t w o - d o o r  G r a n d  T o u r in g  h a d  n o  g r i l le ;  
th e  h o o d  d ip p e d  d o w n  to  a  b la d e d  b u m p e r  t h a t  

w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s id e s  o f  t h e  ca r .

F r o n t  f e n d e r s  e x t e n d e d  a h e a d  o f  t h e  h o o d  

f la n k in g  t w o  r o u n d  h e a d la m p s .
T h e  c a r  w a s  a l l  c u r v e s  a n d  a r c s ;  n o  s t r a i g h t

l in e s  w e r e  to  b e  fo u n d .
W h e n  R o a d  8c T r a c k  m a g a z in e  ( 1 0 / 9 2 )  t e s t e d  a  

s u p e r c h a r g e d  A v a n t i  t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  1 , 5 4 5 -  
k i lo g r a m  ( 3 ,4 0 0 - p o u n d )  t e s t e r  c o u ld  s p r in t  f r o m  

z e r o  t o  9 6  k i l o m e t r e s  p e r  h o u r  ( 6 0  m i l e s  p e r  

h o u r )  in  7 .3  s e c o n d s ,  h e lp e d  b y  a  lo w  4 . 0 9 : 1  a x le  

r a t io ,  w h ic h  l im it e d  to p  s p e e d  to  o n ly  1 8 8  k m / h  

( 1 1 7  m .p .h .) .
H a n d l in g  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  m e d io c r e .
A n d y  G r a n a t e l l i ,  l a t e r  o f  S T P  fa m e ,  t o o k  t h r e e  

s u p e r c h a r g e d  “ R - 3 ”  ( t h e r e  w e r e  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  

t u n e d  R - l  to  R - 5  v e r s io n s )  A v a n t is  w i t h  4 .9 - l i t r e  

e n g in e s  to  U t a h ’s  B o n n e v i l l e  s a l t  f la t s  in  A u g u s t

1 9 6 2 .
H e  b r o k e  1 2  s t o c k - c a r  s p e e d  r e c o r d s ,  in c lu d in g  

t h e  f l y in g  m ile  a t  2 7 1  k m / h  ( 1 6 8 . 1 5  m .p .h . ) .

A l t h o u g h  th e  A v a n t i  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  in  1 9 6 2 ,  fi- 
b r e g la s s  b o d y  d i f f i c u l t ie s  d e la y e d  p r o d u c t io n  u n til

1 9 6 3 .
T h i s ,  p lu s  S t u d e b a k e r ’ s  p r e c a r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  

c o n d it io n ,  c o m b in e d  to  k e e p  A v a n t i  s a l e s  to  o n ly  

3 , 8 3 4  ’6 3  m o d e ls .
T h is  w o u ld  s h r in k  to  o n ly  8 0 9  ’6 4 s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  

id e n t ic a l  e x c e p t  f o r  s q u a r e  h e a d la m p s .
A v a n t i  m a y  n o t  h a v e  r e a c h e d  its  t r u e  p o t e n t ia l  

b e c a u s e  b y  th is  t im e  it w a s  e v id e n t  th a t  S t u d e b a k ­

e r  w a s  a  fa i l in g  c o m p a n y .
S t u d e b a k e r ’ s I n d i a n a  o p e r a t i o n  c e a s e d  in  

l a t e  1 9 6 3 ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  in  
H a m i l t o n  u n t i l  1 9 6 6 .  A v a n t i s  w e r e  n o t  m a d e  

t h e r e .
A f t e r  A v a n t i  p r o d u c t io n  s t o p p e d  in  l a t e  1 9 6 3 ,  

t w o  S o u t h  B e n d  S t u d e b a k e r  d e a le r s ,  N a t e  A ltm a n  
a n d  L e o  N e w m a n ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  A v a n t i  M o t o r  

C o r p .  in  1 9 6 4  to  p r o d u c e  A v a n t i  IIs.
T h e y  o p e r a t e d  it  u n t il  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e n  s o ld  o u t  to  e n ­

t r e p r e n e u r  S t e p h e n  B la k e .

T h e  A v a n t i  w a s  a  b r a v e  a t t e m p t  b y  a  f a i l i n g  

c o m p a n y  to  r e ju v e n a t e  i t s e l f  w i t h  s o m e t h in g  d a r ­

in g  a n d  d i f fe r e n t .

Blemished' 
Midielin tires

R o a d H a n d l e r *  T  P l u s  t i r e s ,  m a d e  f o r  

S e a r s  b y  M i c h e l i n ,  i n c l u d e  2 4 - h o u r  

R o a d s i d e  T i r e  A s s i s t a n c e ' .  #51000 series.

ALL 14" TIRES 

ALL 15" TIRES
N P 0110500

Roadhandler T Plus tires by Michelin |

Size
If 1 st quality. 
Sears reg.

Blemished,
each

P205/70R14
P215/70R14
P205/70R15
P215/70R15
P235/70R15
P205/65R15
P225/60R16

190.99
198.99
203.99
208.99
229.99
199.99
219.99

8 9 .9 9
8 9 .9 9
9 9 .9 9
9 9 .9 9
9 9 .9 9
9 9 .9 9  

1 0 9 .9 9  |

Includes No-charge Road Hazard Warranty'
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Come see the many sides of Sears'

PINE CENTRE MALL SMC01718

“ M o s t  p e o p le  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  

m i l e s  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c ­
t io n  o f  t h e  M o d e l  T , ”  F o r d  s a i d .

“ It  w a s  a  s t a g g e r i n g  c h a n g e  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

m a n k i n d .  I t  c h a n g e d  w h e r e  p e o p l e  l i v e d ,  

w h e r e  t h e y  w o r k e d . ”
In  m o r e  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  c o m p u t e r  h a s  h a d

Southam Newspapers photos

W i t h  c a r s  l i n e d  u p  i n  t h e  d r i v e - t h r o u g h ,  a b o v e ,  C h a r o l e t t e  R i c h a r d s ,  r i g h t ,  p e r f o r m s  a  
d r i v e - u p  w e d d i n g  a t  A  L i t t l e  W h i t e  C h a p e l  i n  L a s  V e g a s .
T h e  a u t o m o b i l e  s p a w n e d  a  r o a d s i d e  c u l t u r e  a c r o s s  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  a b o v e  l e f t ,  i n c l u d ­
i n g  m o t e l s ,  g a s  b a r s  a n d  f a s t - f o o d  r e s t a u r a n t s .

H e n r y  F o r d  i s  s h o w n  o n  h i s  f i r s t  v e h i c l e ,  l e f t ,  t h e  Q u a d r i c y c l e ,  i n  a  1 8 9 6  p h o t o g r a p h .  
T h i s  v e h i c l e  l e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  M o d e l  T ,  w h i c h  w a s  F o r d ' s  f i r s t  p r o d u c t ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  
t h e  M o d e l  A .

a  g r e a t  i m p a c t ,  C a s e y  s a i d ,  b u t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

“ w e ’ r e  s t i l l  f e e l i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  a u t o m o ­
b i l e . ”

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  “ i t ’ s  t h e  e n g i n e  t h a t  d r i v e s  t h e  

e c o n o m y  o f  d e v e lo p e d  c o u n t r ie s . ”
T h e  a u t o m o b i le  i n d u s t r y  h a d  p e r h a p s  its  g r e a t ­

e s t  im p a c t  d u r in g  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r ld  W a r.

“ T h e  in d u s t r y  t r a n s f o r m e d  i t s e l f  in  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  

a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y s  t o  w i n n i n g  t h e  w a r , ”  
C a s e y  s a id .  “ I f  it  h a d  n o t  b e e n  t h e r e ,  th in g s  m ig h t  

h a v e  b e e n  d i f f e r e n t .”

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o fo u n d  c h a n g e s  m a d e  b y  th e  
c a r  w a s  its  im p a c t  o n  f r e e d o m  o f  in d iv id u a l  m o v e ­
m e n t .

C a s e y  s a id  a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  p e o ­
p le  w h o  w a n t e d  to  t r a v e l  l o n g  d is t a n c e s  b y  la n d  
h a d  t o  u s e  t h e  t r a in .  T h o s e  w h o  t r a v e l l e d  w e r e  

l im it e d  b y  t h e  t im e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e  t r a in  s c h e d ­
u le .

“ I t  w a s  n o t  f e a s ib le  fo r  la r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  p e o p le

t o  t r a v e l  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s , ”  C a s e y  s a i d  in  a  t e l e ­
p h o n e  in t e r v ie w .

T h e  a u t o m o b i le  o p e n e d  u p  t r a v e l  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  

a n d  h e lp e d  m a k e  t h e  v a c a t io n s  w e  k n o w  t o d a y  a  
r e a lity .

A n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a v e l  h a s  c h a n g e d  t h e  g e n e  
p o o l.

“ In  m y  g r a n d p a r e n t s ’ d a y ,  y o u  m a r r i e d  s o m e ­
o n e  w i t h i n  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y  d i s t a n c e , ”  M a r s d e n  

s a id .  “ N o w  y o u  c a n  d a t e  s o m e o n e  4 0 0  m ile s  a w a y  
i f  y o u  w a n t  to .”

W h e n  t h e  a u t o m o b i le  a p p e a r e d ,  N o r t h  A m e r i ­

c a n  r o a d s  w e r e  a w f u l ,  C a s e y  s a id .

T h e  d e m a n d s  o f  c y c l i s t s  a n d  m o t o r is t s  h e lp e d  
c o n v in c e  g o v e r n m e n t s  to  im p r o v e  ro a d s .

H e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  c u l t u r e  
w e ’ r e  s o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t o d a y  - f r o m  g a s  b a r s  
a n d  f a s t - f o o d  r e s t a u r a n t s  t o  m o t e l s  - d i d  n o t  

e x i s t .

A ll  o f  it  w a s  b u i l t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c a r .


