
E d i t o r ' s  N o t e b o o k

S om e n o ta b le  entries as y o u  d o  
y o u r  ch a nn e l-su rfin g  this w e e k : 

I I I
I  G o , G r a n n y , g o : In to  th e  
b u b b lin g  realm  o f  co o k in g  show s, 
th e re  lurks a n e w  m e n u  ite m : 
Loving Spoonfuls (p re m ie rin g  
M o n d a y ; W T N )  is a clever an d  
irre ve re n t e n tre e  t h a t  fin d s h o s t , 

D a v i d  G a le  : 
h a n g in g  o u t  
w ith  so m e  o f  ' 
t h e  best cooks 
in th e  w o r ld  -  
gra nd m o th e rs. 
T h e  13 -p a rt 
series gets 

G a le , H a u e r  ro llin g  this 
w e e k  w ith  g u e st B a r b a ra  H a u e r, 
w h o  claims t o  m a k e  th e  best 
G e rm a n  du m p lin g s in t h e  c o un ­
tr y . She d o es a m e a n  little p o lk a  
in t h e  kitch e n , t o o .

■ ■ >
I  T o u g h  o p p o n e n ts : On the Ropes 
(T uesday; T L Q  paints a n  in trig u ­
ing p o rtra it o f  th re e  y o u n g  
bo xers a n d  th e ir  struggles inside 
an d  o u tsid e  th e  rin g . "T h e ir  
stories w e re  ve ry in sp irin g ," 
pro d u c e r N a n e t t e  B t a r t e i n  to ld  
re p orte rs in Los A n g e le s . " I t  w as 
a m a z in g  t o  m e  t h a t  th e re  w e re  

the se d ra m a tic  
co m p e llin g  
n arrative s t h a t  
w e re  h ap p e n in g  
t h a t  w e re  a b o u t 
t h e  u n d e rd o g  
really tryin g  t o  
ach ieve . I 
w a n te d  t o  

ca p tu re  t h a t "
T h e  m o st p ro m isin g in t h e  trio : 
G e o r g e  W a l t o n , a 26 -ye ar-o ld 
pugilist w ith  6-0  record as a p ro .

W a l t o n

O t h e r  F i n e  T u n i n g

I  C o m p le x  co u p le : Biography 
serves u p  a special, t w o - h o u r  
e d itio n  called Charles & Anne 
Lindbergh: Alone Together 
(S u n d a y; A & E ) . It's a fascin ating 
chronicle o f  o n e  o f  th e  m ost 
re vered  -  a n d  revile d -  couples 
in U .S . history.

" T h e r e  i s  a  l e v e l  o f  

v i o l e n c e  i n  [ t h e  s h o w ]  

t h a t  w e  f o u n d ,  a t  

c e r t a i n  t i m e s ,  a  l i t t l e  

o v e r  t h e  t o p . "

G e d r ic k :  c h a r is m a t ic

I f you're a network develop­
ing a TV series, you usually 
invest millions of dollars into 
the project. If the show turns 

out great, well, you're laughing. 
If it doesn't go quite the way you 
planned, you do one of two 
things. You either: (a) axe the 
show completely, or (b) try to 
recoup at least some of your 
investment by burning off the 
episodes just as fast as you can.

CBC did that last month with 
the return of Twitch City. And 
now, CBS is doing it with a new 
series called Falcone.

Inspired by the theatrical 
movie D onnie B rasco , Falcone  
is based on the true story of FBI 
undercover agent Joe Pistone, 
who led a dangerous double life 
as an ambitious mobster named 
Joe Falcone.

The success of a hit pay-TV 
series called The Sopranos  (seen 
on HBO in the U.S. and on The 
Movie Network in eastern 
Canada) prompted CBS to jump 
on F alcon e . The series was 
originally meant to premiere last 
fall, but its violence stirred 
up a lot of controversy among 
media watchdogs. It also made 
CBS president Les Moonves 
uncomfortable.

“We screened the pilot about a 
week after Littleton, Colorado,” 
Moonves explained back in July, 
referring to the high-school 
shootings which had taken place 
last year. “There is a level of 
violence in [the show] that we 
found, at certain times, a little 
over the top.”

However, CBS was undoubt­
edly eager to get something out 
of its huge investment, and to 
showcase what it basically still 
believed was a strong drama.

The solution? The big bumoff: 
CBS is now airing all nine

episodes of the series over eight 
nights, beginning on Tuesday.

Falcone is a moody, violent 
show. However, along with the 
grit, the series offers compelling 
drama, too, as it explores the 
conflicting loyalties that tear 

; away at the main character.
Jason Gedrick -  perhaps best 

remembered this season as 
Calista Flockhart's car-wash 
lover on A lly  M cB eal -  delivers a 
charismatic turn in the main role. 
Titus Welliver also handles 
himself well as a mob underling 
named Sonny Napoli. Watch 
for Eric Roberts and Patti 
LuPone to put in a pair of good

recurring appearances, too.
Although he acknowledged 

F a lco n e 's violence, Moonves 
said it was tough to elude that 
element, given the subject 
matter. ‘The show is what it is,” 
Moonves stressed. “It is about a 
cop who goes underground in the 
Mafia. We’re not going to be 
able to avoid the issue.”

In the end, maybe the quick 
bumoff will make Falcone  all 
the more memorable.
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T h e  W a t c h e r

Falcone delivers a gritty, 
gritty tale of divided loyalties
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