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P o l i c e  s e i z e  t a p e s
VANCOUVER (CP) —  Police officers 

a rm ed  w ith  a  search  w arran t seized  
v ideo tapes from  a city  new sroom  
W ednesday  as ev idence in an investi­
g a tio n  into a llegations of police m is­
con d u ct in th e  m u rd e r trial o f S h a n ­
n o n  M urrin.

T he search  o f th e  Vancouver Televi­
sion  new sroom  com es two days a fte r 
RCMP an n o unced  Victoria City Police 
w ou ld  investigate allegations th a t  
Kelowna RCMP failed to disclose s ta te ­
m en ts  from  a  p o ten tia l defence w it­
ness and  coached a  w itness to fab ri­
cate  evidence.

A lberta  police have also been asked 
to  review  how  M ounties hand led  the  
investigation.

C o u p l e  f i g h t s  c h a r g e s
VANCOUVER (CP) —  Two British 

C olum bians re leased  W ednesday a fte r 
19 days in a  M exican ja il vowed to  stay 
an d  fight fraud  charges against them .

Vivian M unroe, 72, o f  Mission, and  
Bill Fellows, 72, o f  C am pbell River, 
w ere  allow ed to  go  free after posting 
a b o u t $14,000 bail each.

O ne of th e ir  law yers, E duardo No- 
lasco, said from  La Penita , Mexico, 
th a t  he  is confiden t all the  charges will 
be  d ro p p ed  w h en  a  co urt hears the  
case w ith in  th e  nex t tw o m onths.

“W e are  going to  celebrate today, but 
w e a re  going to  co n tin u e  the  struggle,” 
N olasco said. “V ivian and  Bill are  no t 
crim inals. W e a re  going to  show  th e  
p ro o f th a t they  d id  no th ing  w rong .”

P o r n  s u s p e c t  c h a r g e d
VICTORIA (CP) —  A m an  charged  

w ith  try ing  to  lu re  y oung  girls in to  In­
te rn e t p o rn o g rap h y  is a  special stu d en t 
assistan t in th e  G reater V ictoria school 
district.

Paul E dw ard  Russell w as su spended  
w ith  pay from  his w ork a t V ictor Ele­
m en tary -S econdary  S c h o o l“as soon as 
th e  a rrest cam e  th ro u g h ,” said Jo h n  
G aiptm an, d istric t principal in  charge 
o f  adm in istrative  services.

“He rem ains w ith  pay u n til th e re  is a 
bo ard  hearin g ,” G aip tm an  said 
W ednesday.

Russell w as h ired  by th e  school dis­
tric t in F eb ru ary  1999 to  w ork  w ith  
you th  w ith  p ro found  developm en tal 
disabilities.

O f f i c e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d
KAMLOOPS (CP) —  A N elson m u ­

nicipal police officer has been  sus­
pended  w ith  pay follow ing an  assau lt 
com plain t by a 19-year-old Kam loops 
w om an.

The officer, w hose nam e has not 
been  released , is a  long tim e m em ber 
o f the  N elson police force.

Kam loops RCMP are  investigating 
the  com plaint. T he 53-year-old m an 
works w ith  the  p h o to  rad ar u n it in th e  
w est Kootenay region, a lth o u g h  he 
w as no t on du ty  w h en  the  inciden t a l­
legedly occurred  in Kamloops.

“To say th e  least, I w as extrem ely  
concerned  w hen I h eard  of th e  a llega­
tions,” said Chief Const. Ron Brock, 
w ith  th e  Nelson m unicipal police.

B l a s t i n g  c a p s  f o u n d
S o u t h a m  N e w s p a p e r s

DAWSON CREEK —  A lthough  no 
ex p ert on  explosives, K erry Sm ith  has 
had  en o u g h  experience w ith  th em  
w hile  in th e  a rm ed  forces to  be 
a la rm ed  by w h a t he found  o n  Tues­
day.

Not far from  the op to m etris t office, 
he found lying on the  road  a b o u t a 
foot aw ay  from  the curb, a  b lasting  cap 
w ith  a  p rim er cord a ttach ed .

He gingerly  picked it up  w ith  tw o 
fingers laid  it on the b ran ch  o f a  n e a r­
by tree , an d  called the  police.

All th a t  w ould  be need ed , he  said, 
w ould  be a  sm all spark, an d  th ere  
w ould  be  an  explosion large en o u g h  to 
blow  o u t a  tire  on a car passing  over it.

S o u t h a m  N e w s p a p e r s
MAPLE RIDGE —  The W est C oast E xp ress  is 

confident th e  com m uter tra in  can  be back o p e ra t­
ing to d ay  a fte r a  broken w h e e l on a  CP R ail car 
caused  a d e ra ilm en t that left th o u san d s o f  com ­
m uters s tranded  yesterday.

Crews w ere  w orking last n ig h t to c lear th e  d e ­
bris from  an 18-car derailm en t n ea r M aple Ridge.

“W e d o n ’t k n o w  w h e th e r  w e ’ll be a b le  to  ge t 
th ro u g h  th e  spo t th a t was m essed  up today,” said 
W est C oast E xp ress  sp o k e sp e rso n  T rish  W ebb. 
“But w e are  p lann ing  on providing people w ith  a 
w ay to  get into w o rk  tom orrow .”

T he com m u ter train  uses CP rail lines to  m ove 
passengers from  Mission to  Vancouver.

If.the line is still blocked n e a r  M aple Ridge, bu s­
es will be  available to take peop le  from  th e  M is­
sio n  s ta tio n  to  th e  M aple R idge s ta tio n  w h e re  
th ey  can  catch  th e  com m u ter tra in  in to  V ancou­
ver, said W ebb.

M uch o f yesterday’s W est C oast Express service

New guides assess students

w as cancelled  a fte r th e  cars full o f  su lphur ru n  off 
th e  tracks a t about 3 a .m .

W hile crew s w orked  to clear th e  w reckage, the  
c o m m u ter trains w ere  m oved dow n to V ancouver 
o n  th e  CN Rail line so u th  o f th e  Fraser River.

Officials w ere  h o p in g  to  ru n  several o f  y este r­
d ay’s a fte rn o o n  co m m u ter tra ins from  V ancouver 
b ack  to  M aple Ridge b u t h a d  to  cancel th a t  se r­
vice d u e  to  delays.

W ebb said a n u m b er o f tran s it buses w ere  p ro ­
v ided  to  help  com m uters stuck  a t their sta tio n s in 
th e  m o rn in g . B ut m an y  p e o p le  w ere  fo rce d  to  
m ake o th e r  a rran g em en ts such  as car pooling.

CP R ail sp o k esm an  Steve M orris sa id  h e  w as 
ho p efu l a t least o n e  o f th e  tw o  m ain  lines could 
be re-opened  by today.

A tw o-person  crew  w as ab o ard  the  CP tra in  a t 
th e  tim e  o f  th e  d e ra i lm e n t b u t  no o n e  w a s  in ­
ju re d , said M orris.

H e said  the  cause  o f  th e  b ro k en  steel w h ee l is 
u n d e r  investigation.

VANCOUVER (CP) —  T here  is a n ew  yardstick 
to  see  h o w  B.C. s tu d e n ts  a re  m e a su r in g  up  in 
read ing , w riting  a n d  m ath.

T he guidelines, w hich  Education  M inister P en­
ny P rid d y  said a re  th e  first o f  their k ind in C ana­
d a , p ro v id e  spec ific  e x am p le s  o f s tu d e n t  w o rk  
th a t  m ee t, fall b e lo w  o r ex ceed  e x p ec ta tio n s  a t 
several g rad e  levels.

By com paring  a  s tu d en t’s w ork to th e  exam ples, 
teach ers  and  p a ren ts  can b e tte r  d e te rm in e  how  a 
ch ild  is do ing  a n d  w h ere  m o re  effort is need ed , 
P rid d y  to ld  ed u ca to rs  W ednesday.

“It is o n e  m o re  to o l —  b e ca u se  te a c h e rs  u se  
m a n y  to o ls  —  fo r e v a lu a tin g  how  s tu d e n ts  a re  
d o ing  in  th e ir class,” she said. “(They) show  clear­
ly an d  concrete ly  w h a t th e  range o f s tu d e n t p e r­
fo rm ance  is a t age and  g rad e  levels.”

P e rfo rm an ce  s ta n d a rd s  are  n o w  av a ilab le  for 
G rades 1, 3, 5, 7  a n d  9 for read in g  a n d  w riting , 
an d  for G rades 2, 4, 6  and  8 for m ath .

S tan d ard s  for re m a in in g  g rad es a re  b e ing  d e ­
veloped this year.

Debbie Look, th e  p residen t o f th e  B.C. C onfed­
e ra tio n  of P a ren t A dvisory C ouncils, sa id  th e  re ­
sp o n se  am o n g  p a re n ts  is o v e rw h e lm in g ly  p o si­
tive.
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h i t s  K e l o w n a
S o u t h a m  N e w s p a p e r s

KELOWNA —  F u ss  F o ra n d  is w o r­
ried  th a t  Kelow na is going to  the  cats.

Forand , th e  m an ag er o f  th e  local SP­
CA, estim ates Kelowna is o v errun  w ith  
2 5 ,0 0 0  stray a n d  feral felines.

“T here  are ju s t  too  m any  cats, th a t’s 
th e  p rob lem ,” he  said. “We have sever­
a l co lo n ie s  in  th e  K elow na a rea  th a t  
w e a re  aw are  o f  an d  th a t  w e ’re w o rk ­
ing on , b u t you ju s t  don’t  catch  several 
h u n d re d  cats overn igh t.”

F o ran d  said th e  spring  w e a th e r h as 
b r o u g h t  a c re s c e n d o  o f  k i tt ie  c o m ­
p la in ts  —  re sid en ts  are even  trapp ing  
th e m  an d  bring ing  th em  to his office.

“W e ge t peo p le  w ho  rou tinely  b rin g  
u s cats . T hey  m ig h t b rin g  us a d o zen  
o r  fifteen over a  period  o f a m on th ,” he  
said.

T he office han d les up to  3 ,000  cats a  
year. M any a re  eu th an ized .

“W e feel t h a t ’s b e tte r  th a n  leav ing  
th em  o u t to fend  for them selves,” said 
Forand .

H e cited th e  spread  o f disease, fight­
in g  a n d  b re e d in g  w ith  p e ts , an d  th e  
n u is a n c e  v a lu e  o f  th e  s tra y s  as th e  
ch ie f w orries.

A p p o in tm e n t
S p r u c e  C r e d i t  U n i o n

Fre d  W agner, G eneral M a n a g e r
L e n  T h o n y ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  S p r u c e  C r e d i t  U n i o n ,  i s  
p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  F r e d  W a g n e r  a s  G e n e r a l  
M a n a g e r .  H e  r e p l a c e s  C o l i n  M c I n t o s h ,  w h o  h a s  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  2 5  y e a r s  
o f  e x e m p l a r y  s e r v i c e .

F r e d  b r i n g s  t o  S p r u c e  C r e d i t  U n i o n  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s  i n d u s t r y ,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  b a n k i n g  a n d  t h e  c r e d i t  
u n i o n  s y s t e m .  A  r e s i d e n t  o f  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  s i n c e  1 9 9 7 ,  h e  h a s  c o m e  t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  o n  a  p e r s o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  l e v e l .

S p r u c e  C r e d i t  U n i o n  is  c o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  o v e r  
8 0 0 0  m e m b e r s .  F o r  a l m o s t  5 0  y e a r s ,  S p r u c e  C r e d i t  U n i o n  h a s  b e e n  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e  w h i l e  m e e t i n g  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  r e g i o n .

C R E D I T  U N I O No L C R

1 879 Victoria St. 562-5415

CP photo

S u lp h u r c o a ts  th e  ground n ea r th e  A lb io n  fe rry  a fte r  a t le ast 1 5  ca rs o f a C P  Ra il fre ig h t 
tra in  le ft th e  ra ilw a y's m a in  line early W e d n e s d a y  in M a p le  R id g e .

Derailment strands thousands 
of Lower Mainland commuters
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T e e n  k i l l e r ’s
VICTORIA (C P) —  T h ere  is good  in 

th e te e n a g e d  girl being sen tenced  today 
for, m u rd erin g  14-year-old R een a  Virk, 
says th e  girl’s m other.

In a b rie f in te rv iew  w ith  th e  Victoria 
T ip e s  C o lo n is t, Kelly E lla rd ’s m o th e r  
su g g ested  h e r  d a u g h te r  is in n o cen t o f  
th e  c r im e  sh e  w a s  c o n v ic te d  o f  la s t  
m onth .

“T h e re  is ( g o o d ) ,” sa id  S u e  Pakos, 
add ing  she h ad  no  further com m ent.

E llard , 17, faces a life se n ten c e  w ith  
no  c h a n c e  o f  p a ro le  for b e tw e e n  five 
and  seven years.

H er p a ren ts, w h o  are d ivorced  and  rem arried , have sup- 
pp rted  th e ir d au g h te r since she w as a rrested .

As th e  ju ry  ren d ered  its verd ic t last m o n th , Pakos b eg an  to 
sqb in court, an d  said, “th is can ’t be hap p en in g .”

Virk w as b e a ten  twice th e n  drow ned  in a  su b u rb an  V icto­
ria w a terw ay  on  Nov. 14 ,1997.

During h e r tria l, w itnesses testim ony p a in ted  a  p a rticu la r­
ly, callous p ictu re  o f Ellard, w h o  som e said  bragged  th a t  she 
h a d  o ne  foot o n  Virk’s h e a d  and  sm oked  a c ig a re tte  w hile  
Virk lay in th e  w ater.

But som e friends and neighbours w h o  crossed p a th s w ith
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M y  C o n s c i e n c e  D i c t a t e s  M y  P o l i t i c a l  C r e e d
by Louis J. Matte

I re fu s e  to  t r a d e  m y  p r in c ip le s  a n d  
f r e e d o m  f o r  p o l i t ic a l  p r o m is e s  a n d  
go v e rn m en t h an d o u ts .

I choose to  s tru g g le  a g a in s t evil a n d  re fu se  
to  se ll m y so u l fo r  m o n e ta ry  g a in  o r  
d e g rad in g  p leasu res. I w ill not be politically  
b r ib e d  w ith  ta x p a y e rs  d o l la r s  fo r  a 
guaranteed  livelihood and ignore the social 
an d  e c o n o m ic  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e  
governm ent’s total agenda.

I p re fe r  th e  th r il l  o f fu lfillm en t to  th e  s ta le  
re a lm  o f a S oc ia lis t o r  L ib e ra l U to p ia . I
will not cow er before the power o f  political 
opportun ists n o r y ield to  their u ltim atu m s 
and threats. It is my heritage to be proud o f  
my principles, to stand erect and unafraid  to 
defend them  and to profess my b e lie f in G od 
and His Ten C om m andm ents as the basis for 
ju s t law s, social harm ony and the jo y s  o f  
living.

I believe th a t  t r u th  a n d  social ju s t ic e  is 
m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a n  s h o r t- te rm  p o litica l 
o r  econom ic gain . I o p p o se  the  L ib e ra l an d  
N D P social e n g in e e r in g  th a t  has p lag u e d  
o u r  society  a n d  d e g ra d e d  fam ily  life  ever 
since  P ierre  T rudeau’s L ibe rals (w ith  Ed 
B roadbent’s N D P su p p o rt)  decrim in a lized  
killing  the pre-born  (abortion) and legalized 
hom osexual b ehav io r (ie . sodom y). T h ey  
h a v e  b ro u g h t  in p e rm iss iv e  law s w h ich  
r id ic u le  th e  t im e -h o n o re d  v a lu e  o f  o u r  
fo re fa th e rs  b a s e d  o n  t h e  Ten 
C om m andm ents.

I o p p o se  th e  L ib e ra l a n d  N D P so -ca lled

“ po litica lly  c o rre c t” ag en d a  an d  w ill never 
e n d o rse  sexual p e rv e rs io n s  an d  d ig n ify  it 
w ith  th e  L ib e r a l  la b e l  “ a l t e r n a t iv e  
lifesty le” o r  “ sexual o r ie n ta tio n ” . Instead, I 
will call it by its proper label, “ sodom y.”

I b e lieve  m a r r ia g e  w as in s titu te d  fo r  th e  
lov ing  re la tio n sh ip  be tw een  opp o site  sexes 
fo r th e  p ro c re a tio n  and  ra is in g  o f ch ild ren  
in a co m m itte d  fam ily  rela tionsh ip  for the 
benefit o f  the children and society in general.
1 o p pose  L iberal and N D P polic ies which 
reflect the gay and lesbian agenda. They have 
legislated  hom osexuals rig h ts  to adop ting  
children , and sam e-sex perverted behavior is 
rew arded  w ith  spousal b e n e f i ts  a t the  
taxpayers’ expense. I a lso  o b jec t to  h av in g  
m y tax  d o lla rs  being u sed  hy th e  L ib e ra ls  
an d  N D P to fu n d  b ir th  c o n tro l, a b o rtio n s , 
r a d ic a l  fe m in is ts ,  h o m o s e x u a l  lo b b y  
g r o u p s ,  P la n n e d  P a r e n th o o d  a n d  sex 
c h an g e  o p era tio n s .

I believe that freedom  m ust be accom panied 
by responsibility . F re e d o m  o f E x p ress io n  
m u s t  be  r e s t r ic te d  so  that profanity , 
blasphemy, sodomy, pornography, etc., do not 
po llu te  our airw aves, c lassroom s, lib raries 
and newsstands. T hose w ho  scan d alize  an d  
c o r ru p t  o u r  y o u th  w o u ld  be b e tte r  o ff  to  
h a v e  a “ m ill s to n e ” t ie d  a r o u n d  th e i r  
n ecks and dropped to the bottom  o f  the sea, 
ju st as Jesus C hrist has said.

I b e lie v e  t h a t  C h r e t i e n 's  C a n a d ia n  
C h a r te r  o f  R ig h ts  is b a d ly  flaw ed . H is 
a p p o in te d  l ib e ra l  ju d g e s  h ave  m ad e  it a

C h a r te r  o f  C r im in a l R ig h ts  by im p o s in g  
th e ir  L ib e ra l social a g en d a  w hich destroys 
good laws and im plem ents unlegislated  new 
ones fo r the  b en efit o f  w arped  spec ia l 
interest g roups. I believe th a t  we need  to  
re fo rm  th e  ju d ic ia l  system  so that ju d g es 
are a p p o in te d  and held  acc o u n ta b le  as 
p roposed  by R eform  BC. F a m ilie s  a n d  
co m m u n itie s  m u st be p ro te c te d  from the 
often  abusive in te rp re ta tio n  m ade  by 
proactive, p o lit ic a l ly -a p p o in te d  ju d g e s ,  
bureaucrats and human rights com m issions.

I w ill n e v e r com prom ise  m v p rin c ip les  a n d  
becom e a L ib e ra l P a rty  s u p p o r te r  in o rd e r  
to d e fea t th e ir  NDP b ro th e rs .

I ch a llen g e  a ll co n sc ien tio u s c itizens w ho  
e n d o rse  m y c reed  to join w ith  m e a n d  to  
not he a f ra id  to m ake y o u r voices public ly  
heard . We all know that evil grows when 
good people w on’t get involved for fear o f  
being criticized if  they go against the flow o f  
m edia-driven p u b lic  o p in io n .  W hy  
c o m p ro m ise  y o u r  p r in c ip le s  a n d  v o te  
L ib e ra l to  d e fea t th e  N D P! Do the righ t 
thing and support a party  or candidate w ith 
the couraue to stand up for truth, justice  and 
tim e-honored values. Fax me at 563-0929. I 
suggest that you fax or send a copy o f  this to 
all or our acquaintances and perhaps poster it 
on your bulletin  board. If  you have time, take 
a poll o f  y our em ployees - ie ag ree , o r 
disagree and fax me the results. Thanks.

(signed) Louis J. Matte &

T H E
M I R A C L E  M A K E R ©

p a r e n t s  d e f e n d  d a u g h t e r
the  petite  teen  rem em b er h e r differently.

“She w as a  nice little girl b u t th e re  w as u n re s t,” said T rudy  
M adson, w ho ta u g h t Ellard English rid ing  w h e n  she w as a
younger.

M adson said E llard d id n ’t s ta n d  o u t m u ch  a n d  got a long  
w ith  th e  o th e r kids.

Ellard’s lawyer, A drian  Brooks, said his c lien t is in telligent 
and a  ta len ted  a rtis t w ho  p a in ts w aterco lours.

“T here’s no question  she’s a  kid w ho can  be good  and  w h o  
has m an y  positive th ings g o in g  for her,” B rooks said. “H er 
prospects are b righ t.”

Ellard w as a rre sted  a  w eek  a fte r  Virk’s m u rd e r bu t w as re ­
leased u n d e r house  a rrest a f te r  a  sh o rt s tin t in  y ou th  d e te n ­
tion.
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