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K in s le y  t o  c h a ir  r u r a l 
n a t io n a l h e a lt h  b o a r d
Feds dole out more than $500K to northern B.C.

b y  BERN ICE TR IC K  
C it iz e n  s t a f f

M ayor Colin Kinsley has been  select­
ed to  lead  the new  national M inisterial 
Advisory Council on  Rural H ealth .

F ed e ra l h ea lth  m in is te r A llan  Rock 
a p p o i n t e d  K in s le y  c o u n c i l  c h a i r  
W e d n esd a y  d u rin g  a  visit to  
P rince  G eorge, w h ere  he said  
K insley  h as  a b ro a d  u n d e r ­
stan d in g  o f h ea lth  issues an d  
is a  w illing  an d  construc tive  
p a r tn e r  fo r th e  p u b lic  goo d  
an d  im proving  lives.

W h ile  h e re , R ock  h a n d e d  
o u t m o re  th a n  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r 
h ea lth  in itia tives in  n o rth e rn  
B.C.

■  T h e  N o r th e rn  In te r io r  
R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h  B o a r d  
(NIRHB) received  ab o u t $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  to 
reduce the  incidence of type-2 (late on ­
s e t)  d ia b e te s  in  th e  C a r ib o o  to  th e  
Peace Liard hea lth  regions. At a  recep­
tion a t  Exploration Place, Rock said d i­
a b e te s  is am o n g  th e  fa s te s t g row ing  
d is e a se s  a n d  th e  key  is p re v e n tio n , 
starting  w ith  th e  young.

■  T he NIRHB also  rece ived  ab o u t 
$ 3 8 ,0 0 0  to  a d d re ss  issues o f  sen io rs 
fa lling . Rock sa id  each  y e a r  one  o u t 
o f th re e  peop le  o ld e r th a n  65  su ffer 
falls requ iring  m edical a tten tio n , and

KINSLEY

i t ’s a  le a d in g  c a u se  o f d e a th  a m o n g  
s e n io r  c itizens. H e said  th e  p ro b le m  
m u s t be  a d d re sse d  now  th ro u g h  th e  
N a tio n a l F alls P re v e n tio n  S tra te g y , 
b ec a u se  th e re  w ill by five m illion  se ­
n io rs  in  C anada by  2011.

Eric Benwell, p res iden t o f the  P rince 
G e o rg e  S e n io r s  C o u n c i l ,  
said th e  m oney will be used  
to  help  p rev en t falls. “W e’ll 
have 100 seniors o b serv ing  
and. rep o rtin g  unsafe cond i­
tions in  th e  com m unity.”

■  U NBC rece iv e d  m o re  
than  $200 ,000  for Dr. Chow 
Lee to do  cancer research  on 
liver tu m o u rs . The g ra n t  is 
the first ever allocated by  the  
C a n a d i a n  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  
H ealth  Research, established 

last year. “He’s a  gifted researcher w ho 
cam e here in 1999 and has established 
his lab a t UNBC,” said UNBC presiden t 
Dr. C h a rle s  Ja g o . Lee is re se a rc h in g  
chem otherapy  failure in relation to  liv­
e r  ca n ce r w ith  a  hope o f d e te rm in ing  
n ew  therapies, J ag o  said.

K in s ley  s a id  h e ’s p le a se d  to  h e a d  
C a n a d a ’s 2 3 -m e m b e r  r u r a l  h e a l th  
counc il.

T h e  a p p o i n tm e n t  s h o w s  P r in c e  
G eorge and  a rea  is on  the  leading edge 
in h ea lth  m atters, said Kinsley.

The first council m eeting  will be held  
in S ep tem ber in  Prince George.

R ock said  th e  focus o n  ru ra l h e a lth

care stems from the fact 10 million ru ral 
C anadians have a  h ig h e r rate  of illness 
and accidents than u rban  Canadians, b u t

have poorer access to health services.
“It has  becom e a  national concern, 

he said.

200 P.G. nurses sign 
resignation papers

b y  BERN ICE T R IC K  P rince George have signed resignation
C it iz e n  s t a f f  papers, none have officially quit, says a

A lthough  m o re  th a n  2 0 0  nurses in  B.C. Nurses un ion  official.

Citizen photo by Brent Braaten

Nathan Zurowskl of the Prince George Selects and Diana Arturso of the Vancouver Breakers battle for the ball.

Whitecaps impressed with crowd

Slupid cell phone. One m ore thing he 
hated about walking her yappy little dog.
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“T h e  re s ig n a t io n s  a re  t e n ta t iv e ,” 
s a i d  B i r t h e  
C isec k i, BCNU 
n o r t h e a s t  r e ­
g ion  chair. Res­
ig n a t i o n s  a r e  
b e in g  signed by  
n u r s e s  a c ro s s  
t h e  p r o v in c e ,  
she  said.

T h e  n u r s e s  
h o p e  th e  m ove 
w i l l  fo rc e  t h e  
H e a l t h  E m -  
p lo y e r s ’ A sso - CISECKI 
c ia tio n  o f  B.C. (HEABC) to  g e t b ac k  
to  t h e  t a b l e  to  “b a r g a i n  in  g o o d  
f a i t h ” to  g e t  th e  c o n t r a c t  d i s p u te  
s e t t le d , sa id  C isecki.

“ W e ’re  s h o r t  m o re  t h a n  1 ,0 0 0  
n u rs e s  in  B.C. r ig h t now ,” sh e  sa id , 
a n d  th e  o n e s  w o rk in g  a re  “a n g ry , 
f ru s tra te d  a n d  fed up  w ith  th e  gov­
e rn m e n t .”

S he said  th e  te n ta tiv e  res ig n a tio n s  
a re  th e  n u rses’ w ay to give HEABC “a 
reality  check.”

“W e fee l th e  HEABC h a s  b u ll ie d  
n u rse s  th ro u g h  th rea ts  and  in tim id a­
tio n  tactics, b u t nurses are n o t going 
to  back  dow n th is tim e a ro u n d ,” said 
Cisecki.

“W e d o n ’t  in ten d  to fold, an d  if the  
g o v e r n m e n t  th in k s  th a t ,  th e n  th e y  
d o n ’t know  nurses.”

Dave R ichardson, CEO o f th e  N orth ­
e rn  In te r io r  R eg ional H ea lth  B oard , 
sa id  he  w o u ld n ’t com m ent on  possible 
res igna tions  because  none have been  
officially subm itted .

b y  J IM  SW A NSO N  
C it iz e n  S p o r t s  E d i to r

T he professionals called it a  pro-style 
a tm osphere.

K evin H o ln e ss , th e  c a p ta in  o f  th e  
V ancouver W hitecaps, w as am ply  im ­
p re s s e d  w ith  th e  e n th u s ia s m  o f  th e  
c ro w d  o f  1 ,5 8 6  t h a t  tu r n e d  o u t  a t 
M assey  P lace S tad iu m  on W ednesday 
to  w atc h  a  co m b ined  W hitecaps/V an-

co u v e r B reakers te a m  dow n a  m ixed  
local b u n ch  ca lled  th e  P rince G eorge 
Selects 4-1.

“This kind of su p p o rt is am azing . It’s 
a  p leasure for us to  be a  part o f th is  and 
com e u p  here,” said  Holness, a  fo rm er 
s ta n d o u t in th e  R eg in a  m in o r so ccer 
system  w ho has rep resen ted  C anada.

“Prince George h as  been  trem endous 
in supporting  us, a n d  th e  sponsors like

(Pacific W estern Brew ing) have b ee n  
g reat. This is fun for us.”

W hile  th e  W h iteca p s  u su a lly  b a t ­
tle  in  f ro n t o f crow ds o f 5 ,0 0 0  p e o ­
p le  a t  h o m e  in  S w a n g a rd  S ta d iu m  
in  B u rn ab y , H o ln e ss  a d m it te d  th e  
W h iteca p s  d o n ’t a lw ays see  c ro w d s  
o f  1 ,5 0 0  fo r r o a d  g a m e s  in  th e  A- 
L eague.

—  S e e  s t o r y  o n  p a g e  8

Health workers returned 
to avoid contempt charge

b y  B E R N IC E  T R IC K  
C i t iz e n  s t a f f

H ea lth  S ciences A ssociation  (HSA) 
m e m b e r s  w e r e  b a c k  o n  t h e  jo b  
W e d n e s d a y  fo l lo w in g  tw o  d a y s  o f 
w alkouts a t hospita ls across B.C.

F red  M cLeod, HSA d ire c to r fo r the 
N o rth , sa id  th e  m e m b ersh ip  o f  X-ray 
a n d  lab te ch n o lo g is ts , th e rap is ts  and  
p h a r m a c is ts  d e c id e d  to  go  b a c k  to  
w ork  a fte r being  served  a notice o f m o­
tio n  to  a p p e a r  b e fo re  B.C. S u p rem e  
C ourt W ednesday.

“ W e k n e w  w e  w o u ld  b e  fo u n d  
g u i l t y  o f  b e i n g  in * c o n te m p t  o f  a  
L abou r R e la tions  Board o rd e r  issued 
F riday  to  cease  a n d  desist w a lkou ts,” 
M cLeod said .

“O ur mem bers d id  not have a  desire to 
b e  in contem pt o f court, so ra th e r than 
waiting for the court decision, w e decided

to go back to work.”
T h e  HSA  k n e w  

t h e  H e a l t h  E m ­
p lo y e r s  A ss o c ia -  
t i o n o f B . C .
( H E A B C )  w a s  
s c h e d u le d  to  a p ­
p e a r  in  co u rt a t  2  
p .m . W ednesday.

D espite the  HSA 
re tu rn in g  to w ork , 
the  HEABC kept its 
c o u rt ap p e aran ce . M cLEO D  
Ju stice  P atrick  D o h m  rece ived  a ssu r­
ance from the HSA it w ould n o t engage 
in  a n y  fu rth e r il leg a l job  a c tio n , said 
G ary Moser, HEABC chief negotiator.

“W h e th e r  o r n o r  th e re ’s b e e n  co n ­
tem p t will be d e a lt w ith  in th e  fu ture ,” 
said Moser.

McLeod said th e  w alkouts w ere  posi­

tive for the m em bership.
“O ur m em bership  has becom e u n it­

ed , w e have su p p o rt from  th e  p u b lic  
and  we m ade o u r point to  HEABC th a t 
w e are serious abou t negotiating a  con­
t r a c t .  I t w as  a  g o o d  t im e  to  s to p ,” 
McLeod said.

H e doesn’t expect any  ac tion  a t  th e  
negotiating table until the court case is 
settled, bu t said th e  HSA is ready to  get 
back to  negotiating.

M eanwhile a t Prince George R egion­
al Hospital, X-ray, lab and  o ther p roce­
dures cancelled M onday to W ednesday 
th is w eek due to  the  job  action are  b e ­
ing rescheduled.

“It will probably take tw o w eeks to  a  
m o n th  to reschedu le  those  w ho  w ere  
cancelled,” said Renee Foot, com m uni­
cations director.

—  S e e  m o r e  o n  p a g e  6

Officials to test crashed plane’s engine
b y  PAUL STRICK LA ND  

C it iz e n  s t a f f
The T ransportation  Safety Board will 

be  testing  th e  perfo rm ance o f  th e  en ­
gine o f a  chartered  NT Air light aircraft 
th a t  c rash ed  M onday n o rth  o f  Prince 
G eorge, an  investigator says.

:e p i 
o f ta spects  o f th e  aircraft,” D am ien  Law­

s o n  said  W ednesday  from  V ancouver 
“W e’ll be investigating the  eng ine per­
form ance a n d  the  fuel system .”

E n g in e  f a i lu r e  is b e l ie v e d  to  th e  
cause of th e  crash, said Bill Hesse, op­
erations m anager o f NT Air.

The nam e o f the pilot an d  passenger 
w ho  survived the  crash will n o t be re­
leased, H esse said W ednesday.

SWITCHBOARD: 562-2441

T he crash  o ccu rred  in trees  nea r an  
o ld  c u t b lo c k  a b o u t  6 .5  k ilo m e tre s  
s tr a ig h t  n o r th  o f  th e  S a lm o n  V alley 
Bridge, said D oug W ayland, p ilo t of the 
C an fo r  h e l ic o p te r  w ho  to o k  th e  a ir ­
p la n e  p ilo t  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  to  P rince  
G eorge A irport.

T he TSB h ad  te chn ica l adv ise rs  go 
to  th e  w r e c k a g e  a t  th e  c r a s h  s ite  
T liesday  a lo n g  w ith  NT Air re p re se n ­
ta tiv e s, L aw son  sa id . T he en g in e  h ad  
b e e n  b r o u g h t  d o w n  to  t h e  L ow er 
M a in la n d  by  W e d n e sd a y  m o rn in g , 
h e  said .

The TSB hopes to  have th e  results o f 
a n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  en g in e  in th e  
n ex t w eek  o r so, Lawson said.

“W e’re  ta k in g  it to  an  approved  en-
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g in e -overhau l fac ili ty  —  p e o p le  w ho 
a n a ly se  en g in es  a n d  ce rtify  w h e th e r  
th e y ’re  a i rw o r th y ,” he s a id . “A t th is  
po in t w e don’t k n o w  if it (m echan ical 
p rob lem  con tribu ting  to  crash ) is defi­
nitely  in the eng ine  o r not.

“W e’ll try  to ru n  th e  engine as is, and 
in  d o in g  th a t  w e ’ll have it a t  th e  ap ­
proxim ate cond itions a t the  tim e  of the 
a c c id e n t ,” L a w s o n  s a id . “ I f  i t  d o es  
w ork , w e’ll have  to  w ork o n  o th e r  as­
pects.”

TSB investigators have a lread y  done 
a  p relim inary  ex a m in a tio n  o f  th e  fuel 
system , and  th e re ’s noth ing  to  indicate 
a  p roblem  the re , h e  said.

“W e ’ll d o  f u r t h e r  w o rk  to  se e  if 
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  is  r u n n i n g ,  lik e

p ro p s  o r l in e ,” L aw son  sa id .
Personnel a t the engine-overhaul fa­

cility will eventually take ap a rt th e  e n ­
gine to  look for any fu rthe r evidence o f 
m alfunction, he said.

“E ng ine d isa ssem b ly  co u ld  re v e a l 
s o m e th in g ,” L aw so n  s a id . “It th e y  
find  so m e th in g  w h ich  m e c h a n ic a lly  
b r o k e  in  th e  e n g i n e ,  t h a t  w o u ld  
g iv e  u s s o m e th in g  a b o u t  w h y  th e  
e n g in e  s to p p e d . S o m e t im e s  i t ’s a  
d e ta c h e d  pu lley , o r  so m e th in g  s im ­
p le  like th a t .”

T he  re p o r t from  th e  e n g in e -d isa s -  
sem bly facility will be a  highly te ch n i­
ca l one , he  sa id . “W e w o u ld  re v ie w  
th a t  to see if th e re ’s an y th in g  to  p u r ­
sue,” Lawson said.
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