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W hitecaps/Breakers show case pro soccer

Citizen photo by Brent Braaten

Mike Mauro of the Prince George Selects tries to impede the ball-handling progress of Vancouver Whltecaps forward Alfredo 
Valente. The Whltecaps and Vancouver Breakers combined to beat the local side 4-1 In an exhibition match.

Th e fin a l A s s a u lt
Art Knapp clinches PGSLA title with 9-5 win over Excel Transport

b y  JIM  SW A N SO N  
C it iz e n  S p o r t s  E d i to r

Chalk one u p  for the old guy w ho  came out of 
the  stands to play a  key role in a  championship.

Ron Edgar, th e  47-year-old replacem ent net- 
m inder for th e  Art Knapp A ssault, capped his 
nine-game re tu rn  to lacrosse w ith  a  pair of tro
phies on W ednesday. He w as nam ed  the co 
playoff MVP an d  got to ca rry  th e  Dale Rolufs 
M em orial aw ard  given to  th e  Prince George 
Senior Lacrosse Association’s playoff champs.

Edgar, w ho  came out o f retirem ent to fill in 
w hen Assault starting goalie Brian Stanley was 
lost to gall bladder surgery, m ade 33 saves in Art 
Knapp’s 9-5 w in  over the Excel Transport Ban
dits, clinching the PGSLA tide in five games.

“I feel o ld , b u t I guess if  F red  (Doig) can  
com e back a n d  play one gam e a t 73, th en  I 
can  come b ac k  at 47 an d  p lay  nine gam es,” 
laughed Edgar, who shared  th e  playoff MVP 
aw ard  w ith  te am m ate  D avid  Keough, w h o  
am assed 4 4  points in the  playoffs.

“To be honest, I though t I w as ju s t going to 
help  out. I figured we’d  lose a  few  games, b u t 
I really d idn ’t  think we’d  w in . But to go eigh t 
w ins and o n e  loss in the n in e  gam es I played, 
th a t’s just unbelievable.”

Which le ad s  to the obvious question —  is 
Edgar going back to his u su a l role as general 
m anager o f  th e  Cap-Abilities O ldstylers? O r 
does the to u r  continue?

“W e’ll s e e  w h a t h a p p e n s  n e x t year. I’m  
c o n s id e r in g  d ress in g  a  few  gam es fo r m y 
team , yeah,” he  said.

In this fina l series, b o th  team s were short- 
staffed because of a com bination o f injuries and 
w ork com m itm ents. T he d ifference over five 
games w as A rt Knapp’s defensive posture th a t 
kept Excel shots restricted to  the  outlying areas.

Keough h a d  three goals a n d  two assists to  
lead  all sco re rs , w ith  C la rke  A nderson a n d  
Craig D unfield scoring tw ice each  for th e  As
sau lt. J e s se  H uffm an a n d  M ike E ngb rech t 
each had th re e  points for Excel.

Mason G ratto  faced 58 shots in the Excel net.
“Those guys flat-out ou t-h u stled  us,” said  

Excel cap ta in  Brett Doig. “It seem ed th a t a f
te r that first gam e, w e ju s t couldn’t keep th e  
pressure o n  for the w hole gam e. You have to  
give Ron E dgar credit, h e  s tood  in there an d  
d id the jo b . O ur offence d id n ’t  get on tra ck  
this w hole series, but w e have  no  excuses.”

(Top) Members of the 
Art Knapp A ssau lt 
pose with th e  Dale 
R olufs M emorial 
Trophy after winning 
the P rince G eorge 
Senior L acrosse  
A s s o c ia t io n  t i t l e  
W ednesday at Kin 1  
with a 9-5 decision  
over th e  Excel 
Transport B an d its. 
(Right) Assault cap
tains, from left, Adam 
M olesk i, Shawn 
Ingham , Jam es 
Larmand and Karen 
Keough a c c e p t  the  
hardware.

b y  J IM  SW ANSON 
C it iz e n  S p o r ts  E d i to r

Justin  Kozjak w as th e  busiest person a t  M assey Place S ta 
d iu m  —  b u s ie r  ev e n  th a n  th e  t ic k e t-se l le rs  d is p e n s in g  
ducats to  th e  lineup o f last-m inute buyers am ong  the 1 ,586  I 
w ho w itnessed  the exhib ition  soccer m a tch  W ednesday. !

Kozjak played the ro le  o f the duck in a  shooting  gallery as ! 
the goalkeeper for th e  Prince George Selects, facing th e  con- J 
s tan t fire o f  pro  players w ho  ply their tr a d e  for the V ancou
v e r  W h i te c a p s  m e n ’s te a m  an d  V a n c o u v e r  B r e a k e r s  : 
w om en’s  team .

K ozjak k ep t th e  sco re  close — espec ia lly  w ith  d az z lin g  . 
stops in th e  opening h a lf  an d  in the w an in g  minutes —  in  a  :
4-1 w in  for the  W hitecaps/Breakers over th e  Selects.

“I w as busy, but it w as fun,” said Kozjak, w h o  plays for H on
da N orth/C itizen in the  N orth Cariboo S en io r Soccer League.

“I e x p e c te d  a b o u t th a t  m uch w ork . A  coup le  o f th o s e  
goals w ere  good goals, an d  they really get a  lo t on it.”

K ozjak’s p lay  a s id e , h e  m ost im p ress iv e  player o n  th e  ! 
pitch, w ith o u t question , w as W hitecaps fo rw ard  T erry  St. 
Louis. T he  lanky s trike r d id  his job tw ice, com pleting a  love
ly cross from  Johnny  Sulentic in the first h a lf  and ex tend ing  
the lead  to  4-0 in th e  opening  minutes o f  th e  second half.

“This w as  a  gam e to  com e out and  e n te r ta in  the c row d , : 
and th a t’s w h a t I tried  to  do,” said St. Louis, w ho toyed w ith  
the  Selects on  one p lay  in the  first half, o n ly  to  have his pass . 
directed aw ay  by S haw n Basi.

“It’s a ll ab o u t en jo y m en t and having  th e  crowd p a r t ic i - ' 
pate. T hey  have a  good  team , lacking a  little  bit of e x p e ri
ence, b u t they  kept com ing. They w ere  th e  home te a m  so 
they tr ied  hard .”

The W hitecaps o pened  the  scoring o n  a  tru ly  professional 
shot by A lfredo Valente, w ho  drove a  ba ll from  in tigh t h ig h  
to th e  r ig h t o f Kozjak. A fter St. Louis’s firs t goal, B re a k e rs ; 
leading scorer D iana A rtuso completed a  cross from V alente ( 
w ith a  m inu te  to go before the break.

“It to o k  us a  h a lf  to  ge t going, bec au se  none of us h av e  
ever b ee n  in a  gam e aga inst players like th is ,” said Kozjak.

“Everyone w as nervous —  I know I w as . At the en d , w e . 
w e re  g e t t in g  l i t t le  s p u r ts  and  w e w e re  p re s su rin g . W e ; 
could’ve g o t a couple goals even.”

The crow d roared  to  life in the second  h a lf  w hen P rin ce  > 
George started  getting quality chances. A lain Ruch w as w ide  
left fro m  10 yards o u t, a n d  Mike M au ro  w as stuffed  b y  a  
spraw ling save from keeper Alex Marques a  few  minutes la ter. { 

The persistence paid  o ff in the 73rd m in u te  on a p lay  o r - ; 
chestrated  and  com pleted by a duo o f 16-year-olds. S pence r 
Pasowisty cleared his m ark  around th e  r ig h t side, d irec ting  
the ball across the crease to  the w aiting fo o t o f Mike M auro . 

M auro had  the  easy  part, tapping it in to  th e  goal.
“I w as  sitting  in  m y  b ed  the n igh t b e fo re , ju s t say ing : ‘I 

hope I score, I hope I score’,” said M auro , w ho w as p a r t  o f  
the under-18  provincial championship te a m  tha t w as in tro 
duced  a t  h a lf  tim e. “I th o ugh t it w as a  longsho t for m e  to  
score, b u t it h appened .”

The only goal M auro said compares w ith  Wednesday’s m ark  
came in the  B.C. championship earlier this sum m er in Castlegar.

“ (W ed n e sd a y ’s g o a l)  is probab ly  t h e  b iggest o n e  I’ve 
scored . T hose guys w ere  am azing —  j u s t  aw esom e. T h a t 
was p re tty  good th a t th e  girls (from th e  Breakers) w ere  b e t
te r th a n  us.” 'sn

H o s t  p r o v i n c e  t e a m s  

i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n
B.C. team s are undefea ted  after th e  open in g  day o f p lay  a t 

the  C anad ian  girls soccer cham pionships 
The B.C under-17s shu t out the M aritim es 3-0 W ednesday a t 

Massey Place S tadium , and  the under-15 B.C. team followed 
up by playing Saskatchewan to a 2-2 tie a t  Rotary Field.

In o th e r  under-17 results, Ontario b la n k ed  M anitoba 2-0, 
Q u eb ec  b e a t S ask a tc h ew a n  5-2 a n d  A lb e rta  h a m m e re d  
N ew foundland 12-0.

In under-15  play, O ntario  defeated N ew foundland 6-1, Al
berta  stopped  th e  M aritim es 3-0, an d  Q uebec  got p as t M an
itoba 2-0.

T he to u rn a m e n t con tinues today a t  R o ta ry  and  M assey  
Place fields. Playoffs s ta rt Saturday a n d  th e  finals a re  se t for 
Sunday. Today’s schedu le is as follows:

Under-15
9 a .m . —  O ntario  vs. Saskatchewan a t  Massey P lace S ta

d ium  (M P); Q uebec vs. Manitoba, a t R o ta ry  Field (R).
11 a .m . —  A lb e r ta  vs. M aritim es (M P ); B.C. v s. N ew 

found land  (R)
Under-17

1 p .m . —  O ntario  vs. Maritimes (M P ); A lberta vs. N ew 
found land  (R)

3 p .m . —  Q uebec vs. Saskatchewan (R ); B.C. vs. M anito 
ba (M P)

O p e n in g  c e r e m o n ie s  fo llo w  a t  8  p .m . a t  M a s s e y  
P la c e  S ta d iu m .

Gonzalez bombs Sox
BOSTON (AP) —  The problem for th e  Toronto B lue Jays 

isn’t  playing well, it’s playing well consistently.
Toronto  held B oston to  one hit in th e  la s t nine inn ings and  

b ea t th e  Red Sox 4-3  W ednesday n ig h t o n  Alex G onzalez’s 
h om er in  th e  10th.

“T he re  are tim es w e look like a  first-p lace team, w in  th ree , ‘ 
four in  a  row,” G onzalez said. “Then w e  lose four in  a  row .” 

T he Blue Jays show ed their good a n d  bad  sides W ednes
d ay  —  a llo w in g  th r e e  runs in th e  f ir s t  on  b a c k -to -b ack  
hom ers by M anny Ram irez and D an te  Bichette, th e n  stop
ping Boston until Troy O’Leary singled in  the  10th.

“To keep them  dow n  in this ball p a rk  is a  great te s tam e n t 
to  o u r  p itching,” Toronto manager B uck  M artinez said .

T h e  R ed Sox fell 2  1 /2  gam es o u t  o f  th e  AL E a s t lead , 
th e ir  biggest deficit o f the  season. T h e y  trail the N ew  York 
Y ahkees, w ho b ea t D etroit 4-2 W ednesday.

c h a m p i o n s h i p s
I’ve ev e r  in  those o lder a g e  groups. T h e re ’s no 
doub t a b o u t it, it’s grow ing.”

Em pey p lans to com pete in  one m ore tr ia th lo n  
later th is  summer, likely in  th e  O kanagan.

■  G ra e m e  M a r tin d a le , fo rm e rly  o f  P r in c e  
G e o rg e , c a p tu re d  th e  m e n ’s 2 0 -2 9 -y e a r -o ld  
a m a t e u r  t i t l e  S a tu r d a y .  M a r t i n d a l e ,  t h e  
C a n a d ia n  cham pion , n o w  m akes h is  h o m e  in  
V an c o u v e r  an d  will b e  a t te n d in g  la w  s c h o o l 
a t th e  U niversity  o f W e s te rn  O n ta r io  in  L on
d o n , O n t.

At th e  sam e event, B ob S im pson  o f  Q u e sn e l 
w on th e  m en’s 40-49-year-old tide.

E m p e y  b r i n g s  b a c k  t o p - 1 0  f i n i s h  f r o m  t r i a t h l o n
b y  TED CLA RK E 

C it iz e n  s t a f f
^T riathletes Ron Empey a n d  Olympic cham pion 

Simon W hitfield had som eth ing  in com m on over 
th e  w e e k e n d  a t  th e  w o r ld  t r ia th lo n  c h a m p i
onships in Edm onton.

Both finished sixth from  th e  top  of the p lan e t in 
the ir respective triathlon races.

Empey, 5 9 , posted  a  s ix th -p lace  re su lt in  the 
m en’s 55-59-year-old class a t  th e  world age group 
(am ateur) cham pionsh ips S aturday, the  d ay  be
fore W hitfield finished six th  in  th e  pro open w orld 
event tha t followed Sunday. EMPEY

“It w as a  re a lly  g o o d  race  
a n d  I’m  quite happy  w ith  it,” 
s a id  Empey, w h o  w orks as a  
m illw rig h t a t  N o rth  C en tra l 
Plywood.

“ I w a s  o n l y  a b o u t  a  
m in u te  b eh in d  th ird , fo u rth  
a n d  f i f t h .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  
g r o u p e d  to g e t h e r  w i t h i n  
th re e  seconds o f  ea ch  o th e r  
a t  th e  finish.”

T he Edm onton  course con 
fo rm ed  to O lym pic d is tances

—  1,500-m etre swim, 40-k ilom etre bike ride a n d
10-kilom etre run.

“T h e  sw im  w o rk ed  o u t re a l ly  w e ll for m e . I 
s tayed  u p  ju s t  b e h in d  th e  le a d  g ro u p . It w as  a  
h illy  b ik e  co u rse  a n d  th a t  fe lt th e  w eak est fo r 
m e. B u t th e  ru n  w as  fla t a n d  th a t  felt g o o d . I 
fe lt p re t ty  stro n g  on  th e  ru n  b u t  in  such  a  b ig  
race (1 ,6 0 0 ) it’s h a rd  to  know  w h e re  your co m 
petito rs  a re .”

E m pey  a lso  c ra c k e d  th e  t o p - 10 a t th e  1 9 9 2  
w orld cham pionships in M uskoka, O nt.

“We h ad  40 in o u r age g roup  a n d  even th e  60- 
64  age g roup  had  40. T ha t’s th e  b iggest num bers
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