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S t e p  i n s i d e  t h e  o a s i s , w h e r e  s u m m e r  r e i g n s  a l l  y e a r  l o n g

by Carrie Breckenridge
Central Interior Business

E s th e r 's  In n  ce le brates its 2 1s t a n n iv e r s a r y  th is  
y e a r . A  w e l l - r e n o w n e d  b u s in e s s  in  P r in c e  
G e o r g e , th e  I n n 's  D ir e c t o r  o f  S a le s a n d  
M a r k e tin g , M ic h e lle  T a y lo r , s a ys th is  fo u n d a t io n  
is n o t  s o m e th in g  th e  sta ff ta k e s fo r  g r a n te d .

" W e  c o n s ta n tly  strive  to  i m p r o v e  o n  w h a t  w e  
d o ,"  says T a y lo r . " T h e re  is a g re a t d e a l o f  fle x ib il­
ity  in  w h a t  w e  o ffe r , w h ic h  se rve s to  m e e t p e o ­
p le 's  n e e d s ."

E s th e r 's  In n  is th e  first s to p  o ff  th e  h i g h w a y  f o r  
m a n y  g u e s ts , s a y s  T a y lo r . L o c a te d  a t 1 1 5 1  
C o m m e r c ia l  C r e s c e n t , ju s t  o f f  H i g h w a y  9 7 ,  
E s t h e r 's  is n o t  o n l y  f a m i l y -  
f r ie n d ly , b u t  v e r y  b us in e ss o r i­
e n te d , as w e ll.

H e n r y  C r e u z o t ,  lo n g  tim e  
P r in c e  G e o r g e  re s id e n t, f ir s t  
o p e n e d  G r a m a 's  I n n  - lo c a te d  a 
s to n e 's  th ro w  f r o m  E s th e r 's  -  30 
y e a rs  a g o . It  w a s  f o llo w in g  th e  
e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th is  in n  th a t  h e  
d e v e lo p e d  the id e a  fo r E s t h e r 's , 
w h ic h  h e  n a m e d  a fte r  h is b e a u ti­
fu l  w ife .

" A f t e r  o p e n in g  G r a m a 's  In n ,
H e n r y  h a d  a v is io n  to  c re a te  a 
tro p ic a l oasis in  N o r t h e r n  B .C . ,"  
s a ys T a y lo r.

E s t h e r 's  s till m a in t a in s  th e  
lo o k  o f  th at first v is io n . A  r e g io n ­
al h o te l, w h ic h  a ttra cts a lo t  o f  
re p e a t b us in e ss, i t  is d e c o ra te d  
w i t h  lu s h  tro p ic a l p la n ts , r a tta n  
c h a irs , p atio s a n d  s k y lig h ts . A s  
w e ll  as fa m ilie s , E s t h e r 's  I n n  
caters to  tra v e lin g  b us in e ss p e o ­
p le .

" T h e  lo c a tio n  is n e a r o th e r  a m e n itie s , a n d  th e  
h o te l o ffe rs  m a n y  s e rv ic e s ."

G u e s ts  can  d in e  a m o n g  th e  p a l m  trees in  th e  
O r c h i d  R o o m  o r  the D i n i n g  R o o m . T h e  tro p ic a l 
oasis is p e rfe c t to u n w i n d  in , c o m p le te  w i t h  a n  
i n d o o r  p o o l, f iv e  J a c u z z is  in  to ta l, a n d  a s te a m  
s a u n a . A l s o  o n  lo c a tio n  a re  th e  in fa m o u s  w a te r -  
s lid e s , a n d  E s t h e r 's  H e a l t h  a n d  F itn e s s  C l u b .

" T h e  h o te l is re ally d e c e iv in g  f r o m  th e  o u t ­
s id e ,"  la u g h s  T a y lo r . " P e o p le  a re e s p e c ia lly  s u r ­
p ris e d  w h e n  th e y  see o u r  se con d  c o u rty a rd  in  th e  
b a c k , w i t h  th e  h u g e  f o u n t a in ."

E m i l  R e p a k  is the c a te rin g  m a n a g e r  at E s t h e r 's . 
H e  s a y s  th e  re s ta u ra n t is fa m o u s  fo r  its le g e n d a r y  
S u n d a y  b ru n c h .

" T h e  f o o d  is w o n d e r f u l ,"  s a ys 
R e p a k . " S u n d a y  b r u n c h  is 
s m o k e d  s a lm o n , e g g s  B e n e d ic t, 
roast t u r k e y , h a m  a n d  s e a fo o d , 
a n d  p le n ty  o f  f r u i t , as w e ll  as 
m im o s a s  ( c h a m p a g n e  a n d  
o ra n g e  ju ic e ), a n d  e x c e lle n t c o f­
fe e ." A s  w e ll , y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  
fro m  ta s ty  d is h e s  s u c h  as h e r b  
c ru ste d  h i p  o f  b e e f, c a rv e d  r ig h t  
in  fro n t o f  y o u , as w e ll  as ro a s t 
s u c k lin g  p i g , a n d  s in fu lly  d e li­
cious d e sse rts.

" W e  c a te r to  th e  f a m ily  m a rk e t  
w ith  o u r  lu n c h e o n  b u ffe t , a n d  
S u n d a y 's  w e  o ffe r  a p r im e  r ib  
d in n e r,"  a d d s  R e p a k .

R e p a k  a ls o  w o r k s  w i t h  clients 
c o m in g  i n t o  th is  c o m m u n i t y , 
se e kin g spaces fo r  th e ir  m e e t­
in g s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s .

" W e  h a v e  v a r io u s  s ize s  o f  
m e e tin g  r o o m s , w h i c h  seat 1 0  to  
2 0 0 ," h e  e x p la in s . " M a n y  c o ffee 
g r o u p s  m e e t h e re  w e e k ly , fo r

E m i l  R e p a k ,  le ft , is  t h e  
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B C  H y d r o  
e m p lo y e e s . A l s o ,  th e  Y e l lo w h e a d  
R o t a r y  C l u b  m e ets h e re , th e  P rin c e  
G e o r g e  H o m e b u il d e r 's  A s s o c ia t io n , 
a n d  o th e rs ."

T h e  n e a t t h in g  a b o u t th e  c a te rin g  
p r o g r a m , says R e p a k , is th a t  y o u  can  
b o o k  o n lin e  a t www.esthersinn.com.

T h e r e  are 12 6  ro o m s  in  th e  h o te l, 
w h ic h  ra n g e  f r o m  the s ta n d a r d , w i t h  
t w o  Q u e e n -s iz e d  b e d s , to  f a m i l y  u n its  
a n d  ld tc h e n  s u ite s , e x e c u tiv e  suites 
a n d  b r id a l  s u ite s . T a y lo r  s a y s  th e  
h o u s e k e e p in g  s ta ff do e s a n  ex c e lle n t 
jo b  o f  ta k in g  care o f  these r o o m s , m o s t 
o f  w h ic h  w e re  r e n o v a te d  d u r i n g  th e  
p a s t f iv e  y e a rs .

T a y lo r  says y o u  can  f in d  m a n y  lo n g ­
te r m  e m p lo y e e s  a t E s t h e r 's , a n d  a d d s  
th a t  th is  says a lo t  a b o u t th e  C r e u z o t s  
th e m s e lve s .

" T h e  lo y a lty  o f  b o th  c u s to m e rs  a n d  
s ta ff is a m a z in g ,"  says T a y lo r . " M r .  a n d  
M r s . C r e u z o t  a re in  h e re  e v e r y  d a y , 
t a lk in g  to  p e o p le . It  a d d s  a real p e r ­
s o n a liz e d  to u c h  to  th e  h o te l."

E s t h e r 's  s ta ff p u ts  a lo t o f  t im e  a n d  
e ffo r t  in to  h e lp in g  guests c re a te  g o o d  
m e m o r ie s , says T a y lo r . A s i d e  f r o m  th e  
w o r k s h o p s , s e m in a rs  a n d  g e n e ra l 
m e e tin g s  w h ic h  ta k e  p la c e  a ll y e a r 
r o u n d  at th e  i n n , m a n y  p e o p le  cho ose 
to  h a v e  th e ir w e d d in g s  in  th e  p a lm  
tre e h a v e n  in s id e . E s th e r 's  is e q u ip p e d  
to  h o ld  th e  c e re m o n y , as w e l l  as th e

re c e p tio n  all in  o n e  place.
" I n  th e  fall a n d  s p rin g , w e  a ls o  h a v e  

a l o t  o f  s p o rts te a m s  w h o  com e to  t o w n  
-  o l d  a n d  y o u n g  -  a n d  s ta y h e re ,"  a d d s  
T a y lo r .

" A s  w e  lo o k  t o  th e  fu tu r e , o n e  o f  o u r  
e n d e a v o u r s  is to  h e lp  p e o p le  w h o  
c o m e  to  th e  h o te l, to  re c o g n ize  th e  
o t h e r  a m e n itie s  o f  P rin c e  G e o r g e ,"  sh e  
s a y s . T h i s  i n v o lv e s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  
T o u r is m  P rin c e  G e o r g e , the d t y ,  a n d  
o t h e r  g r o u p s  in  t o w n  to  e n c o u ra g e  
p e o p le  to  s ta y lo n g e r  th a n  one n i g h t  in  
o u r  c ity .

" I t  a ll d r a w s  in to  the c o m m u n ity , 
a n d  w e  all b e n e fit ,"  states T a y lo r.

L o c a ll y , E s t h e r 's  also w o r k s  w i t h  
s tu d e n ts  fro m  th e  C N C  H o s p it a lit y  
p r o g r a m .

" S t u d e n ts  f r o m  C N C  d o  p r a c tic u m s  
h e r e ,"  sa ys T a y lo r , w h o  teaches i n  th e  
p r o g r a m  a n d  is o n  the a d v is o ry  b o a r d  
fo r  th e  p r o g r a m  as w e ll. " L a s t  y e a r , th e  
s e c o n d  y e a r  C N C  H o s p ita lity  s tu d e n ts  
d id  a c u s to m e r  s e rv ic e  a u d it  f o r  
E s t h e r 's . T h e y  a c te d  as m y s te ry  s h o p ­
p e rs , a n d  c o m p ile d  th e ir fin d in g s  a n d  
p r e s e n t e d  u s  w i t h  a w r i t t e n / o r a l  
r e p o r t . T h e y  d i d  a g re a t jo b , a n d  w e  
w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  u s in g  th e m  f o r  
s im ila r  p ro je c ts ."

D is c o v e r  E s t h e r 's  In n , y o u r  tro p ic a l 
oasis i n  N o r t h e r n  B .C . ,  h o m e  o f  f r i e n d ­
l y  fa c e s , s w a y i n g  p a lm  tre es, a n d  
m e m o r ie s  th a t w i l l  last a life tim e .

T IM B E R S  &  L A N D S C A P E  T IE S  ■ 4  X  4 ” , 4  X  6 ” , 8  X  8 ” , 6  X  8 ” , 8  X  1 0 ” , 1 0 X 1 0 ” 

R O U G H  L U M B E R  &  F E N C IN G - R A N D O M  L E N G T H S  - 1  X  4 ” , 1 X  6 ” , 1 X  8 ”

C E D A R  D E C K IN G /P A N E L L IN G - R A N D O M  L E N G T H S  - 1  5 / 8  X  4 ” , 1 5 / 8  X  6 ” 

B R ID G E  D E C K IN G  -  3  X  8 ” , 3  X  1 0 ” , 3 X 1 2 ”

L O W B E D  D E C K IN G  -  3  X  1 2  X  2 2 ,  3  X  1 2  X  3 0

T h e  e x e c u ­
tiv e  s u ite s  a t  
E s t h e r ’s  I n n , 
lik e  th e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  1 2 6  
r o o m s  t h e  

h a s  t o  
o ff e r , w e r e  a ll 
r e n o v a t e d

y e a r s .
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yTA X  SCHOOL
L e a r n  T o  S a v e  

Learn to prepare taxes so you can 
save on preparation fees.

“Ptue Learn valuable tips for 
saving money on taxes.Classes start in September - so call now to enroll! Instruction is FREE!

A  _ For year round service please come and see us at:
m  L IB E R T Y  2nd Floor, 1685 3rd Avenue

a _  (Above Books & C om pany - in Art S pace)

|  A X  ,or help w,th:• Tax planning • Personal income tax • Bookkeeping 
S C D l f i r C  * Business/financial planning

Phone 561-1912
Summer Hours of Operation: 8

_Monday 1-3 pm, Thursday 11am-5pm or by appointment___________________ |

http://www.esthersinn.com

