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Marlins toast of the town

MIAMI (AP) — The loudest cheers from the tens of thou-
sands of Marlins fans lined up to celebrate their World Se-
ries champions came when team owner Jeffrey Loria made
a simple promise: The team won’t be broken up.

With that declaration Tuesday, six years of malcontent
and mistrust between South Florida baseball fans and the
Marlins vanished.

“This is not 1997. This is 2003. We are not dismantling.
Thank you,” said Loria, who hoisted the World Series trophy
as he was ferried in a convertible through the streaming
ticker tape and jersey-clad fans.

Keeping the team intact means man-
ager Jack McKeon will be back next year.
He agreed to a one-year extension, Loria
announced during the celebration.

“I have some good news and a little
bad news. The good news is Jack is coming back,” Loria
said. “The bad news is there’s no bad news.”

McKeon, 72, took over when manager Jeff Torborg was
fired in May and engineered the Marlins’ turnaround from
last place team to World Series champions.

“I always had no doubt I was coming back,” said McK-
eon, who refused to formally announce his intentions
during the season.

When Florida won the title in 1997, the celebration was
tempered as fans braced for cost cutting by then-owner H.
Wayne Huizenga. The result was a last-place finish in 1998
and a steady decline in attendance, which lasted until this
year’s surprising playoff run.

“In 1997 we were on top of the world,” said Danny Parra,
a sales representative who brought his two sons to Tuesday’s
rally. “In ’98, we hit rock bottom. I think everybody knows
they won’t be able to keep everybody, but if they keep a nu-
cleus intact, we’ll be happy.”

Leaning from windows along the start of the parade
route, fans threw clumps of ticker tape while some com-
muter trains were plastered with signs declaring: “We love
the Marlins.”

A victory drive through the city’s Little Havana neighbor-
hood followed. City workers shredded two tonnes of paper
to serve as ticker tape while banners and balloons streamed
off office buildings along the route festooned with freshly
painted team and World Series logos.

Later Tuesday, a boat parade and a second rally were held
in Fort Lauderdale for the Marlins, who beat the New York
Yankees 2-0 in Game 6 on Saturday night.

The Marlins won the World Series with a modest $54-mil-
lion US payroll, and yet still were projected to lose millions
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this season — in part because they lease stadium rights
from Huizenga and do not have the same sources of revenue
that other teams enjoy.

Officials had predicted that at least 100,000 people would
attend the daylong celebration in Miami. Police officers de-
clined to release an official estimate Tuesday.

Jays ink outfielder

TORONTO (CP) — Outfielder Frank Catalanotto chose
the security of a contract now with the Toronto Blue Jays
over an uncertain future.

The 29-year-old agreed to a one-year, $2.3-million US
deal with Jays’ GM J.P. Ricciardi on Tuesday for what in
baseball money was a minimal raise of $100,000.

“The money issue, it really wasn’t the biggest issue even
though I thought I might get a little more money, but I think
coming back with this team and playing with the Blue Jays,
I had a lot of fun last year, so that was more the issue,” Cata-
lanotto said in a conference call.

“I just wanted to be on this team again.”

Catalanotto’s deal comes a day after the Jays signed veter-
an catcher Greg Myers to a one-year, $900,000 contract.

Catalanotto hit .299 with a career-high 13 home runs and
59 RBIs for the Jays in 2003. He also set career highs in runs
(83), doubles (34) and extra-base hits (53).

Catalanotto was eligible for salary arbitration — at five
years, 171 days of major league service with Detroit, Texas
and Toronto, he was one day short of free agency.

But while he thought he could make $3 million or more in
arbitration, he wasn’t sure the Jays would offer it.

“If you get non-tendered then you go out into that free
agent market, then it’s the unknown,” he said. “You don’t
know what you're going to get.”

Cancelled game costly

ST. JOHN'’S, Nfld. (CP) — Last week’s cancelled NBA exhibi-
tion game between Cleveland and Toronto cost local organizers
$353,000 but the Raptors have agreed to help cover the costs.

Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment, which owns the
Raptors, has waived $184,000 in appearance fees and other
expenses. That means St. John’s Sports and Entertainment,
the board that operates Mile One Stadium, is obligated to
cover $169,000. The game was cancelled due to water on the
floor. Mile One Stadium was forced to refund the $87 ticket
price each of the nearly 8,000 fans paid to see the NBA stars.
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AP photo

RIM ROCKER -- Malik Rose of the defending NBA champion San
Antonio Spurs cashes in over Phoenix Suns forward Amare Stoudemire
Tuesday night in San Antonio. On opening night of the 2003-2004 sea-
son, the Spurs edged the Suns 83-82.

PURCHASE FINANCING"
FOR 60 MONTHS

$2000

FINANCE CREDIT*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE
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.7 2003 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER

Now available with 7-passenger seating.
See your dealer for details.

PURCHASE FINANCING"

FOR 60 MONTHS

$500

FINANCE CREDIT*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE

Your Chevrolet o

Oldsmohile Dealers of BC

**Not all vehicles are eligible. Viehicle availability varies by dealership. Limited time offer. Must be at least 21 years of age, have a valid Canadian driver's license and be a qualified buyer. Vehicle insurance and usage restrictions apply. See www.gmcanada.com or your
dealer for complete terms and conditions. #Credit inclusive of applicable taxes and will be applied to relevant cash purchase price at dealership. 0% purchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment
and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $166.67 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation is $10,000. Discounts or other incentives may
be available where consumers opt for a cash purchase price offer. By selecting the purchase financing offer, consumers may be foregoing such discounts or other incentives which may result in a higher effective interest rate. 4$2,000 finance credit inclusive of
applicable taxes and will be applied against relevant purchase price at dealership. Offer applies only to vehicles delivered on or before December 2, 2003. #4t*Offers apply as indicated to new or demonstrator models. Dealer trade may be required. Limited quanti-
ties of 2003 models available. Offers apply to qualified retail ustomers in BC. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. See your dealer for details.

2003 FINAL CLEAROUT

IF YOU'RE WAITING TILL THE LAST MINUTE, THIS IS IT.

gmcanada.com or call 1-800-GMDRIVE.
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~7 2003 CHEVY TRACKER

PURCHASE FINANCING™
FOR 60 MONTHS

$500

CASH PURCHASE PRICE

FINANCE CREDIT*

CHEVROLET ~_~ 7 FOR ALL LIFE'S ROADS

It's only from GM. A chance to really fall in love with your new vehicle.
Get in the driver’s seat of virtually any new 2004 or 2003 vehicle,
and test drive for up to 24 hours.** It's on now at participating dealers,
and some conditions may apply. Ask your dealer for details, log onto

gmcanada.com
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PURCHASE FINANCING

FOR 60 MONTHS

CASH PURCHASE PRICE $2600

FINANCE CREDIT*
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PURCHASE FINANCING

FOR 60 MONTHS

$500

FINANCE CREDIT*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE

CHEVROLET
Oldsmobile

1-800-GM-DRIVE

00435250

heaton

CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE-CADILLAC

This Is CHEVY Country! What Do You Drive?

564-4466
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www.woodwheaton.com
1-800-665-8353

20th Avenue & Victoria Street,

GATEW,

Prince George, BC




