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lifestyles

Dear Annie: “Not Harold and
Maude” wanted to hear from
readers who are involved with
younger men.

My husband is 18 years younger,
and we’ve been married 15 years.
My family had a little heartburn
over it until they realized our com-
mitment was genuine. My two
adult children were skeptical, but
came around when they realized
he had my best interests at heart. 

His family members all have
ghosts in their own closets and are
generally nonjudgmental. Some-
times when I worry over a new
wrinkle, he’ll say, “Honey, I could
do younger, but I could never do
better.” — Not Maude

Dear Not: Very sweet. We
heard from many “cougars” and
the men they married. Read on:

From Sarasota, Fla.: My
wife is 20 years older, and we’ve
been married for 37 years. She is
the best thing that ever happened
to me.

Arizona: My husband is 15
years younger. My kids have been
supportive, and to tell you the
truth, most people don’t realize
he’s that much younger.

South Dakota: I spent 10
years with a man 15 years my jun-
ior. When I needed open heart sur-
gery, he didn’t want to take care of
me. I’ve enjoyed good health since,
but he developed prostate prob-
lems. When he found a younger
woman and got her pregnant, I di-
vorced him. Oh, and he totally ru-
ined me financially.

New York: I am 72 and have
been told I look 60. My husband is
51 and looks 10 years older. When
we married 22 years ago, his
mother cried and his five-year-old
daughter hated me. It wasn’t easy,
but we discussed these problems
and were prepared. My best friend
told me he would probably only
stay with me five years. I replied,
“It will be worth it.”

Boston: My maternal grand-
parents married in 1912. The
scandal was huge and included
great-aunts fainting all over the
place. She was 40 and he was 28.
From all accounts, they were per-
fectly suited and lived a happy life.
Go for it. Gifts are meant to be en-
joyed.

Washington: My husband and
I met when he was 20 and I was
46. We’ve been together 19 years.
Yes, our friends and family were
concerned and upset. We smiled
and said we assumed people who
cared for us would be pleased we
were so happy.

Alberta: My sister-in-law just
married the man of her dreams,
and he treats her like gold. Both
families love them dearly and
don’t care that she is 11 years old-
er.

Manhattan: I have been in-
volved with a man 28 years my
junior for almost a year. We met
on a dating site catering specifical-
ly to older women and younger
men. His parents don’t know
about me, and we’re certain I
would never be accepted. This is
the most satisfying relationship
I’ve ever had, but the age differ-
ence is staggering. He graduates
from college next year, and we’ll
see what happens then.

Texas: My husband is 22 years
younger, and we’ve been together
for 12 years. The only time our
age difference becomes awkward
is when the conversation pertains
to events that happened before his
time. My older son was apprehen-
sive when I announced our en-
gagement, but he has come
around.

Louisiana: I’m 51. My hus-
band is 30. His parents never
cared about the age difference.
What matters to them is that their
son is happy.

Kentucky: I, too, was a 50-
something when I became
friends with my neighbour, 17
years my junior. We celebrated
our fifth anniversary last Novem-
ber, and I had nothing but sup-
port from my family and friends
once they got used to the idea
and saw how much we cared for
each other.

Chicago: My two grown sons,
ages 31 and 35, are both in suc-
cessful long-term relationships
with older women. While I had to
readjust my thinking about having
biological grandchildren, I am
proud that both sons play active
roles in the lives of their partners’
children, and I make an effort to
do the same.

Age difference
no difference
to these couples


