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Sweet perfecti

Mark Buehrle, above, is embraced by teammates including catcher Ramon Castro after
throwing a perfect game Thursday against the Tampa Bay Rays. Centre fielder DeWayne

Wise makes a leaping catch, right, during the ninth inning to preserve the perfect game.
AP photos
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CHICAGO — The 105th pitch of Mark
Buehrle’s day broke in toward Gabe Kapler,
who turned on it and connected. Buehrle
looked up and knew - his perfect game was
in jeopardy.

Just in as a defensive replacement, Chica-
go White Sox centre fielder DeWayne Wise
sprinted toward the fence in left-centre, a
dozen strides. What happened next would
be either a moment of baseball magic or the
ninth-inning end of Buehrle’s bid for perfec-
tion against the Tampa Bay Rays.

Wise jumped and extended his right arm
above the top of the wall. The ball landed in
his glove’s webbing but then popped out for
a split second as he was caroming off the
wall and stumbling on the warning track.

Wise grabbed it with his bare left hand,
fell to the ground and rolled. He bounced
up, proudly displaying the ball for the
crowd.

Magic. A home run turned into an out.

His biggest threat behind him, Buehrle
closed out the 18th perfect game in major
league history, a 5-0 victory Thursday.

“I was hoping it was staying in there, give
him enough room to catch it. I know the
guys were doing everything they could to
save the no-hitter, the perfect game, what-
ever it might be,” said Buehrle, who has
now thrown two no-hitters in his career.

Wise knew the stakes.

“I'was with the Braves in ‘04 and I was
there when Randy Johnson of the Dia-

Ninth-inning heroics
preserve baseball history

mondbacks pitched a perfect game. So I've
been on both sides of it,” he said. “It was
probably the best catch I've ever made be-
cause of the circumstances.

“It was kind of crazy, man, because when
I jumped, the ball hit my glove at the same
time I was hitting the wall. So I didn’t real-
ize I had caught it until I fell down and the
ball was coming out of my glove, so I
reached out and grabbed it.”

The pitcher received a congratulatory
telephone call from President Barack Oba-
ma — a White Sox fan — following the 16th
perfect game since the modern era began in
1900 and the first since Johnson’s on May
18, 2004.

Final Jays start for Halladay could be today

gest: The team is only looking to
trade the ace right-hander because
he intends to test free agency.

“I think I made this clear real
early that Doc wanted to test the
free agent market. That’s the
whole reason we'’re going down

this avenue,” Ricciardi said after
his team’s 5-4 loss to the Cleveland
Indians. “This has been a joint ven-
ture. This hasn’t been like we’re
out there talking and Doc’s not in-
cluded in the process. He’s obvi-
ously expressed an interest that

when free agency comes up next
time, he’s going to at least be at-
tracted to trying to see what it is.”
Halladay’s loyalty and dedica-
tion to the organization have never
been in doubt, two things that
have made him beloved to the

long-suffering faithful.

Ricciardi, who also said Halla-
day had provided him a list of
teams he would approve a trade
to, seemed to imply that the 2003
Cy Young Award winner had
forced his hand.

The Canadian Press

TORONTO — Roy Halladay will
make what could very well be his
final start for the Toronto Blue
Jays today and J.P. Ricciardi threw
out this little nugget for fans to di-
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three holes where I had pretty decent looks at
birdie,” said Verplank. “And I got two or thee hours
of putting on the putting green (during the delay)
and kind of got it worked out.

“When I came back, I started making them.”

The rain delay had barely even been lifted before
The Goose took flight.

Goosen eagled his first hole after getting back on
the course and ended up posting a bogey-free 65.
Playing one group ahead, Verplank made six birdies
on his second nine to get in with the same score.

“We got lucky this afternoon,” said Goosen. “You
know, when the storm moved through the conditions
were perfect - perfect playing conditions.”

nine at Glen Abbey - to match Vijay Singh for the
lowest nine-hole score in Canadian Open history.
Singh managed that feat during the second round in
2004 and went on to win the tournament.

The turning point in Na’s round came just after
play resumed from the rain delay.

After pulling his tee shot into the trees on No. 11,
he wanted to try hitting a risky approach to a green
protected by water. That’s when his caddie stepped
in and the two briefly argued before Na elected to
play safe.

“He rarely says you can’t do something,” said Na.
“He made me pitch out, and I ended up making a 15-
footer for par that kind of kept the round going. And
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Lance fighting
to keep spot
on podium
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ANNECY, France — Lance Arm-
strong finds himself in unfamiliar
territory at this Tour de France -
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seven-time Tour winner had to
settle for a 16th-place finish in
Thursday’s time trial and a tenu-
ous grip on third place.

The 37-year-old Texan battled
fatigue in the 18th stage, a 40.5-
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Schleck, a top climber who is sure
to challenge the American on Sat-
urday during the uphill finish of
the Tour’s next to last stage.
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