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Charlyne i, left, and Jake Johnson, the filmmakers
behind a pseudo-documentary called “Paper Hearts’,
blur the lines on the big screen as fiction and reality

gets harder to distinguish.
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Fiction, reality
mesh 1n new films

Cassandra Szklarski
The Canadian Press

TORONTO — Things are getting blurry on the big
screen as the line between fiction and reality be-
comes harder to distinguish in films like “Paper
Heart,” the pseudo-documentary starring Charlyne Yi
and Michael Cera, and “Cold Souls,” in which Paul
Giamatti portrays a disaffected actor named Paul Gia-
matti.

Both open this weekend on the heels of the Adam
Sandler dramedy, “Funny People,” in which the com-
ic-turned-movie-star plays a famous comic-turned-
movie-star, albeit with a different name.

The tactic plays out to varying degrees in each film,
with Yi’s “Paper Heart” apparently causing the most
confusion among some filmgoers and gossip hounds
eager to believe that she really is, or perhaps was,
dating her Brampton, Ont., co-star, as their charac-
ters do in the movie.

Confusing things is the fact that both play charac-
ters bearing their real-life names and that much of
the film consists of documentary footage of Yi inter-
viewing average people about their thoughts on love.

“I think we’re very open about what’s real and what
isn’t,” Yi insists in a recent interview at a Toronto ho-
tel, her other co-star Jake Johnson seated next to her.

“You know, everything that has this guy in it (point-
ing to Johnson) and Michael is not real. We're all
playing fictional characters.... If people pay attention
to the credits and they pay attention to things like
that then they’ll know what’s real and what’s not.”

Things are a bit more obvious in the sombre sci-
fi/comedy, “Cold Souls,” in which Giamatti’s de-
pressed character has so much trouble embracing his
role in a stage production of “Uncle Vanya” that he
decides to literally remove his soul, and put it in cold
storage.

“Obviously, it’s playing more a persona than actual
fact me,” Giamatti says in a recent interview from
New York.

“(Writer/director Sophie Barthes) went through a
version of it where she did actually make it sort of
me, with biographical facts attached to it. “That,’
said, Tm not interested in doing.’ 'm not interested in
actually playing myself, I'm fine playing a character.”

Barthes’ original script went so far as to add in de-
tails about Giamatti’s personal life and family, and
reference actual roles he performed in the past. Gia-
matti says he put his foot down when the concept
strayed too far into reality.

“I wouldn’t know how to actually play myself, I
don’t really know what that means,” he says.

The sci-fi aspects of “Cold Souls,” in which Giamat-
ti’s soul is revealed to be the size and appearance of a
chick pea, would seem to be enough to distinguish
the film as firmly fiction, but Giamatti says he’s
learned otherwise.

The acclaimed actor, who will play the ornery
Barney Panofsky in an upcoming film adaptation of
the Mordecai Richler book, “Barney’s Version,” says
he was astounded to meet one viewer that asked
him if he really was married to Emily Watson, who
plays his character’s onscreen wife, in this case
named Claire.

“I felt like I had to break it to this guy that’s is all
just pretend,” Giamatti says, recreating the exasperat-
ed rant he unleashed on the gullible soul.

“It’s all pretend, man, it’s all pretend! None of it’s
real! I wouldn’t actually be married to her. Just be-
cause it’s in a movie doesn’t mean I'm actually mar-
ried to her.”

Like “Paper Heart,” Sandler’s “Funny People” prac-
tically demands audiences link its fictitious storyline
to the life of its star by incorporating actual footage,
this time of Sandler’s actual television appearances
and old home movies.

Despite his rant earlier, Giamatti appears content to
let audiences digest his genre-mashing film, its Holly-
wood references and the nature of one’s soul on their
own terms.

“I just hope people are entertained basically,” he
says simply. “I hope it’s amusing and thought-provok-
ing.”

“Cold Souls” opens Friday in Toronto, with more
cities to follow.“Paper Heart” opens Friday in Toronto
and Montreal, with other cities to follow.

Theatre impresarios
sentenced to jail time

The Canadian Press

TORONTO — Two theatre heavyweights who de-
frauded investors by systematically cooking the books
for years at Livent Inc. were each sentenced to several
years in prison Wednesday by an Ontario judge keen
to denounce the dangers of corporate fraud.

Garth Drabinsky was sentenced to seven years in
prison and his business partner Myron Gottlieb was
sentenced to six years.

They were granted bail of $350,000 each pending
appeal and were free Wednesday afternoon. Drabin-
sky and Gottlieb must surrender their passports and
not act as the director of any company.

The two moguls cooked the books of their company
Livent, behind such Canadian and Broadway theatre
hits as “The Phantom of the Opera,” over nine years
until the firm went bankrupt in late 1998.

Ontario Superior Court Justice Mary Lou Benotto
said the contributions Drabinsky and Gottlieb made
to society must be taken into account.

“But no one is above the law,” she said. “No one
gets to write his own rules.”

The pair presided over a company “whose corpo-
rate culture was one of dishonesty.”

Rapper’s murder trial set

The Associated Press

GRETNA, La. — Opening arguments are set to start
in the Louisiana murder trial of rap artist Corey
Miller, known as C-Murder.

Miller is charged with second-degree murder.
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Sweet Presence
Southern Gospel 8th Annual Concert

We are pleased to announce that
Sweet Presence is returning.

Sunday, August 23rd, 7:00 pm
Prince George Tabernacle
5th and Ospika.
Admission is by donation.
For more information call Marv
250-562-1443
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WITH GUEST VICTORIA BANKS

THURSDAY SEPT. 3

CAN CENTRE

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
TICKETMASTER
ph. (250) 614-9100

or online at www.ticketmaster.ca

For ticket specials sign up to the
CN Centre Club at www.cncentre.ca
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Beautiful Clothes For You

We feature sizes 2-24
Petites - Reg. & Plus

1362 - 2nd Ave.
(250) 562-2344
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50% off
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HELPING WHO?

East-West vulnerable. North deals.

NORTH

AAJS83

087

OK10832

A7
WEST EAST
AK10 AQ76542
032 795
oQJ OA976
*#KQ109865 &J

SOUTH

A9

CAKQJ1064

& 54

%432
The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1¢ Pass 10 RLJ
Pass Pass 490 Pass
Pass Pass

Opening lead: King of &

Weak jump overcalls at best pro-
duced mixed results at the Trials to
select the U.S. teams for the World
Championships in Sao Paolo. That
was particularly true where the oppo-
nents had already made an opening
bid and a response. Here’s an exam-

UNIVERSAL

Sudoku Puzzle

Complate the grid so thal every row, column and 3x3 B

coMaing avary digit fram 1 o B inclushehy,

ple where West ventured a weak
jump overcall.

At the other table North opened the
bidding with a weak no trump and
South bounced into four hearts. West
led the king of clubs, declarer won
with dummy’s ace and returned a
club to work toward a ruff for his ful-
filling trick, but the contract failed
when East overruffed dummy after
West continued with a third club.

Here, West’s pre-empt warned
South of the possible overruff. Sitting
South was the former Polish interna-
tionalist Jacek Pszczola, now living
in Chapel Hill, N.C. Instead, he elect-
ed to try for an endplay. After win-
ning the first trick with the ace, he ran
six trump tricks in case something
good happened. When nothing did,
he led the nine of spades, covered by
the ten and jack and losing to the
queen. But East was endplayed —
whether he elected to return a dia-
mond or a spade, he presented declar-
er with the fulfilling trick.

(Tannah Hirsch welcomes readers’
responses sent in care of this newspa-
per or to Tribune Media Services Inc.,
2225 Kenmore Ave., Suite 114, Buffalo,
NY. 14207. E-mail responses may be
sent to gorenbridge@aol.com.)
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Sudoku Puzzle Solution in Today’s Prince George Citizen Classified Pages
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DIFFICLULTY RATING: Y

WEEK ONE
WINNERS

Congratulations to
all of the Week One
Winners in the Shop

Free for a Year Contest.

Pick up a Citizen today
and get your share of
$7500 in weekly prizes.

PINE CENTRE MALL

LaCltizen

george  jt's what matters to you
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Week TEN Grand Prize:

$6000 in Pine Centre Mall gift cards - $500 for every month




