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Pipe firm says stake worth $280M

Gordon Hoekstra
Citizen staff
ghoekstra@pgcitizen.ca

No First Nations have signed onto
Enbridge Inc.’s ownership offer on
its proposed $5.5-billion Northern
Gateway oil pipeline, but the com-
pany is working to get the offer out
to 40 eligible First Nations within
weeks.

“No one has signed on the dotted
line yet,” John Carruthers, the presi-
dent of Enbridge Northern Gate-
way, told The Citizen on Wednes-
day.

Enbridge says the 10-per-cent
ownership stake is expected to gen-

erate $280 million in profit over the
next 30 years. That would provide
$233,000 a year to each of the 40
First Nations.

Carruthers said he believes En-
bridge has put together a significant
benefits package, one where the
company will provide the financing
for First Nations.

The company is effectively lend-
ing money to the First Nations to
buy into the project.

Carruthers said the company
heard from First Nations they did
not have the ability to finance the
project, nor did they want to take on
risk during construction.

It’s why the financing is not trig-

gered until the pipeline starts opera-
tion, said Carruthers. The First Na-
tions will receive payments immedi-
ately when the pipeline begins oper-
ating.

Enbridge has also sweetened their
offer with a promise of a 15 per cent
portion of the temporary construc-
tion jobs and 21 permanent jobs.

“We're pretty excited — it’s creat-
ing good dialogue,” Carruthers said
of the ownership offer. “We do want
long-term partnerships with aborig-
inal communities. We’re hopeful.”

The company expects First Na-
tions to get contracts on the pipeline
as well. The construction and job
benefits add up to an estimated

$400 million in northern B.C. and
Alberta, says Enbridge.

The company says it’s also work-
ing on a $200 million benefit pack-
age for First Nations on the B.C.
coast.

First Nations will also be eligible
to tap into a community trust ex-
pected to generate $100 million
during the next 30 years, or $3.3
million a year. The trust is also
meant for the benefit of non-aborig-
inal communities.

Carruthers said the offer has al-
ready been presented to about two-
thirds of the 40 First Nations. Those
First Nations are considered eligible
by the company because their com-

munities are within 80 kilometres of
the 1,170-kilometre pipeline.

The pipeline, which will pass just
north of Prince George, is meant to
open up new markets in Asia for
crude from the Alberta oilsands.

Carruthers acknowledged that
closer to the coast of British Colum-
bia there is less interest. He added
the company would have to be invit-
ed to a First Nation’s community to
present its offer.

A majority of 22 First Nations
west of Prince George have little ap-
petite to accept the ownership offer.

The First Nations oppose the
pipeline largely over concerns of a
pipeline or tanker spill.

Deal too
low: Carrier

Sekani

Carrier Sekani Tribal Council chief David Luggi
said he finds Enbridge’s ownership offer
inadequate.

Luggi is opposed to the pipeline project, but not-
ed it only seems fair to critique the offer from a
business perspective.

“The numbers seem low — quite low,” said Luggi.

Luggi noted that a benefits package First Nations
signed on to for the $1.2-billion Pacific Trails natu-
ral gas pipeline in northern B.C. gives 15 bands a
30 per cent ownership option that would provide
benefits of $540 million to $570 million over 29
years.

That’s twice the amount of money to less than
half the number of First Nations, on a pipeline half
the length of Enbridge’s, noted Luggi.

Many First Nations consider the natural gas
pipeline more benign, particularly, they say, be-
cause the gas would dissipate if there is a spill.

First Nations would also have to be provided
funding — with no strings attached — to conduct
their own due diligence on an ownership offer, said
Luggi.

That’s what happened with the Pacific Trails nat-
ural gas pipeline project.

The First Nations were provided money that al-
lowed them to hire accounting firm Pricewater-
houseCoopers to conduct a preliminary review of
the ownership offer in the natural gas pipeline, fol-
lowed by a more detailed review by accounting
firm KPMG.

First Nations in northern B.C. would also want to
see their share of the project prorated to the
amount of traditional land the pipeline crosses,
said Luggi.

— Hoekstra, Citizen

Plain and
Clear
Language
Training

WHY ATTEND THIS THAINING?
Plain language enables you to get your message across
quickly and easily—it's also a requirement for all government
communications. Whether you write reports, letters, briefing
notes, news releases, manuals, fact sheets, brochures,
advertisements or instructions - this workshop will help you
make your writing more simple, more concise and more
effective. Plain Language and clear design is critical to

communication!
Date: February 28th, 2011
Time: 10:00am-3:00pm provided!
Location: Prince George Civic Centre, room 204
Workshop Cost: $10.00. Must be paid by Feb 21
to reserve a seat.

Please reply to: Helen Domshy,
PGLiteracyOutreach@shaw.ca

FORTIFIED — Ecole Lac des Bois students Noah Pement, 7, left,and Max
Schonewille, 9, added more snowballs to their fort in the school yard during
the Carnaval and Sugar Shack Friday afternoon. Many outdoor events were

happening, including the making of the maple taffy for students.
Citizen photo by David Mah

Meeting set
on growing forest

Mark Nielsen
Citizen staff

Expansion of the Prince George
community forest will be the focus
of an open house next week.

Hosted by he Lheidli T’enneh
First Nation, City of Prince George
and the Regional District of Fraser-
Fort George, it will be held on
Thursday, 7 p.m., at the regional
district office, 155 George Street

The city holds a probationary
community forestry license that al-
lows it to clear brush and dead
trees from Crown land within the
city and it’s due to expire in a year.

The idea is to replace that with a

25-year license that would cover an
additional 38,000 hectares of most-
ly agricultural development area
and Lheidli T’enneh settlement re-
serve land surrounding the city.
From there, the goal would be to
increase the amount of agricultural
land around the city and lessen the
chances of catastrophic wildfire in
the process.

Under a typical forest licence,
each tree that’s taken out must be
replaced with a replanted one. Un-
der the proposal, the money gener-
ated by the sale of the timber
would be used to burn off the
stumps and so forth to clear the
land for agriculture.

or 250-564-4288 to register. =
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maximum absorption

. Floradix Kindervital

j o Designed specifically for growth & development
¢ Liguid format is easy to digest and assimilate for

* Contains specific herbs for proper digestion and
stimulates a healthy appetite
¢ Contains calcium, magnesium & vits A, D& C

Ave Maria Specialties
1638 - 20th Ave 250-563-6388
“Healthy Products for Body and Soul”

Sale
53 499
Reg $42.99
500 mL

Mother Maria’s Market
Bon Voyage Plaza 250-964-6686

Liberal
candidates
back new

ballot
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B.C. Liberal leadership hopefuls are reiterating
their support for a new weighted voting system to be
decided at today’s extraordinary convention.

Christy Clark, Kevin Falcon and Mike de Jong is-
sued statements Thursday saying they back the
weighted voting system.

If delegates vote in favour of the new system, it will
give equal weight to each of the 85 provincial ridings
regardless of how many party members vote. That
would provide more weight to votes from B.C.’s less
populous rural and northern areas.

Initially it appeared the vote was a foregone conclu-
sion — it has been endorsed by the party executive —
but de Jong campaigner and former Liberal MLA
Gulzar Cheema introduced doubts when he said he
would be voting against the resolution and that sup-
port was not universal.

The new system needs the endorsement of two
thirds of the delegates.

Christy Clark, a former Liberal MLA turned radio
talk-show host, said she encouraged all delegates to
vote in favour of the weighted system to ensure all re-
gions are equally heard.

“On Saturday, I will put my hand up in public and
vote for the regional weighted voting system because
it is the right thing to do and will help bring the party
and province together,” said Clark.

De Jong, who stepped down as attorney general to
run, said the next leader of the B.C. Liberal Party
needs the backing of members throughout the
province, not just in heavily populated ridings in the
Lower Mainland.

“From the very beginning of this race, I have been
clear in my support for a weighted vote. And I contin-
ue to support the concept and urge my supporters to
vote for the proposal at this weekend’s convention,”
said de Jong.

Falcon, who stepped down as health minister to
run, said he believed any new leader must demon-
strate they can secure support from every part of the
province.

“As I have travelled across BC over these past three
months, meeting BC Liberal members from big cities
and small towns, from urban areas and rural commu-
nities, from every region, and I have been continually
reminded of how diverse our province is,” said Fal-
con. “We need to hear from them all on Feb. 26, and
the weighted system is the best way to do that.”

UNBC political scientist Jason Morris said, while
there’s no doubt a weighted voting system would give
northerners a bigger voice in choosing the Liberal
leader, he’s concerned it gives an artificial impor-
tance to the North.

“Should the North matter because you create a
weighted voting system, or should it matter because
it’s important politically, socially and economically?”
questioned Morris.

He wonders if northerners can by sure that leader-
ship candidates take the North seriously, or they are
appealing to northerners because that’s how to win
the leadership.
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“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is older he
will not turn from it.”

Small classes, family-like atmosphere, Christ-driven
ZLCS equips the whole child by providing both quality
education and a solid foundation of God’s teachings. We aim for
students to reach their full potential by helping them understand
their value as children of God and their role as servants in His
world. Emphasizing relationships, we strive to create positive
social interactions with and among students and families.
(Individual learning + current methods + caring relationships)
x God = education at its best!

Kindergarten Registration Now
Children whose fifth birthday falls on or before Dec. 31st 2011
may register now to enter Kindergarten in Sept. 2011.
Kindergarten that incorporates part and full time
We respect the developmental needs of young children; our
Kindergarten program meets all the curricular outcomes of BC'’s
full-time program through part-time attendance in the fall and
transitions into full-time by spring as students mature.
Visit our school office or website to register or learn more.
180 Tabor Boulevard, Prince George
www.zlcs.com
* BC Certified Christian Teachers and BC government
curriculum
¢ Multi-age classrooms, in which students are proven to
perform better, learn more, and be better adjusted socially
e An array of Fine Arts & other programs: Dance, Service &
Missions, French, Music, Performing, & more!
For more info or to schedule a tour please contact ZLCS
Principal Celena VanDinter at CvanD@zlcs.com or

250.562.2777. 01700418
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