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Simple white casket for young woman shot
by ex-boyfriend on Alberta highway

Bill GRAVELAND
The Canadian Press

LETHBRIDGE, Alta. — A young
woman gunned down by her jeal-
ous ex-boyfriend on the side of a
dark southern Alberta highway
was remembered Wednesday as a
vibrant and fearless role model.

Tabitha Stepple, 21, was one of
four young people shot last week by
Derek Jensen, just north of the town
of Claresholm, before he killed
himself. One woman survived.

More than 850 mourners at Step-
ple’s funeral in Lethbridge watched
as Stepple’s simple white casket,
covered in flowers, was wheeled
into the church. Her pet terrier,
Mya, was an honorary pallbearer.

“Tabitha was incredibly full of
life. She carried herself well,” said
her sister Teresa Kleinfeld, her
brothers Nelson and Trevor Step-
ple, standing one on each side of
her. “She stood up for herself and
for what she knew to be right and
what she believed in.

“She was many things to many
different people.”

Her mother Renae Stepple wept as
she read from an inspirational poem.

“I'm everything you feel, see or
hear. My spirit is free, but I'll never
depart as long as you keep me alive
in your heart,” read the poem.

“Iloved my Tabitha so much. I just
want to thank you all for coming
here to be with Tabitha,” she said.

Pastor Ian Lawson, one of two
ministers officiating, acknowledged
that many people would want to
know how such violence could cut
short such a promising life.

“Any attempts to answer will
seem hollow and trivial at a time
like this. The questions are real and
they are appropriate,” he said.

Mya sat quietly in the arms of a
family member throughout the ser-
vice. Stepple’s cousins performed
three lullabies that her mother
used to sing to her.

“We live in a dark world and the
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events of the past week have been
a powerful reminder of that dark-
ness in this community,” added
Pastor Steve Bateman, who urged
the family not to lose faith.

He also asked that prayers be
said for victims Tanner Craswell,
22, and his 20-year-old friend
Mitch MacLean — two promising
baseball players from Prince Ed-
ward Island, who had moved to Le-
thbridge to hone their skills. They
were on their way to the airport to
return home for the holidays when
they died.

Bateman said he hoped that Shay-
na Conway, who remains in hospital
after surgery for gunshot wounds,
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makes a full recovery. She and
Stepple were driving the two play-
ers to the airport when the car was
rammed from behind by Jensen.

He was not mentioned during
the service.

CPPHOTO
ABOVE: The casket for murder
victim Tabitha Stepple leaves
church Wednesday after her
funeral services in Lethbridge,
Alberta.
RIGHT: Flowers and a picture
of Tabitha Stepple were set
up in the sanctuary at the
Evangelical Free Church in
Lethbridge.
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Oilsands lobbyists
stick with ‘boycott’
claim despite
Chiquita denial

Bob WEBER The Canadian Press

EDMONTON — Oilsands advocates will keep
calling a decision by Chiquita Brands to avoid oil-
sands-derived fuel a boycott even though the food
multinational says that’s wrong.

“You can word it any way that you want, but if your
goal is to not use Canadian oilsands oil, that’s a boy-
cott,” said Kathryn Marshall of EthicalOil.org, which
has sponsored radio ads and public demonstrations
against Chiquita’s decision.

On Wednesday, a pair of sombrero- and poncho-
clad supporters handed out brochures in front of an
Edmonton grocery store, urging customers to boycott
Chiquita in retaliation.

“Chiquita Brands International has declared war on
the livelihood of Alberta families,” said the brochure,
which suggested people mail it to the store’s head
office.

That overstates the case, said Chiquita spokesman
Ed Loyd.

“Contrary to some press reports, Chiquita is not
banning or boycotting Canadian fuel,” he said. “Chig-
uita currently utilizes, and will continue to utilize,
Canadian fuel sources.

“We have encouraged our suppliers to test alter-
native energy sources, more fuel-efficient vehicles,
and to source, where possible, various fuel sources
that have a lower carbon footprint and commit to a
strategy of continuous improvement.

“We are disappointed for our consumers and cus-
tomers that there has been so much misinformation.”

Federal and Alberta Conservative politicians have
criticized Chiquita’s decision since it was released last
Friday.

More than 1,600 people have joined EthicalOil’s
Facebook site about the issue, said Marshall. Most are
from the oilsands city of Fort McMurray and other Al-
berta communities, but many have joined from British
Columbia and even the East Coast, she said.

“We've actually been flooded with donations,”
said Marshall. “We’ve also been flooded with new
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Critics point out that fuel derived from the oilsands
still emits about 10 per cent more carbon dioxide than
Venezuelan heavy oil when mining, refining, trans-
porting and final use are all considered. That’s some
of the most greenhouse-gas-intensive on the planet.
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