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‘They're saying you're not welcome...
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“I'd like to know if there is a legal
precedent set within the province
that makes this acceptable. I un-
derstand they want to bolster par-
ticipation, but this is not the way to
treat the students and the parents
of your schools. Is this what they’re
doing in all the other districts?”

Not according to Matt Pearce,
president of the Prince George
District Teachers Association. He’s
heard from several other school
districts which don’t send students
home for refusal to participate in
FSA testing.

“That’s not the policy in eight
other teacher locals,” said Pearce.
“What the school board is obliged
to do under the School Act is pro-
vide an educational program for
the child, and what it seems to be in
this case is they’re suspending the
child, because they aren’t providing
aprogram for the child at home and
they aren’t providing one at school.

“They’re saying you’re not wel-
come at school if you’re not writing
the FSA, and that’s not the direc-
tion administrators are being given
in other school districts. Parents
are told they are valued partners in
education, but on this issue they’re
told, our way or the highway, and
that’s not sitting well with parents.”

The tests involve 4 1/2 hours of
class time and include online and
paper exams. The official testing
period for B.C. schools began Mon-
day and continues through March
7.

Southridge  principal Jenny
Rankin told the Watallas they are
required to keep Hannah at home if
she doesn’t write the test, and that
policy was reinforced in a phone
conversation with Lisa Carson, an
assistant superintendent for SD 57.

Watalla said his wife, a Prince
George teacher not currently work-
ing for SD 57, will not be in the city
next week and he will be forced to
take time off work to be at home
if Hannah is not allowed to be at
school during the testing period.
Adding to that complication, he
said he has no idea when the tests
are scheduled.

Students who do not participate
in class field trips are provided al-
ternate supervision during that
time in the library, where they can
read a book or do other school
work, and Watalla said that same
courtesy should be extended to
all SD 57 students not writing the
FSAs.

Parents don’t determine eligibility: district

— from page 1

That includes those who are in a distrib-
uted learning (online) program; students
in non-graded programs who were born in
either 2003 or 2007; French immersion or
programme francophone students; English
as a second language (ESL) students; spe-
cial-needs students who require adaptations
outlined in their individual education plans
(IEPs); and students receiving learning assis-
tance services.

Pepper says it is up to school principals to
identify students who should be excluded
from any of the three components of the tests,
which focus on reading, writing and numera-
cy, and must notify the parents or guardians
of every student that will be excluded.

Those exempt from the assessments include
students who are repeating a grade level and
have previously written the FSA test; students
who have IEPs which document a disabil-
ity that significantly impacts performance in
reading writing and numeracy and are con-
sidered unable to participate in all or part of
the assessment; students who would need ex-
tensive adaptations or extended time periods
to complete the tests; and those ESL students
who are not yet proficient in use of the English
language.

Parents can decide to keep their children
at home during the tests but it’s not up to the
parents to determine that child’s eligibility.
Pepper said schools are not required to pro-
vide alternate learning opportunities for stu-
dents who do not qualify for exemptions.

“The decision rests with the principal,” said
Pepper, who refused to discuss specifics sur-
rounding the Wattala family and their protest
against the FSA process (see related story).

“The test is the educational program of
the day in that particular class. The student
should be there and should take the test un-
less [an exemption] has been granted and
therefore the learning program for the day for
that student who has been excluded will be
different.”

The letter, dated Jan. 9, advised parents
to contact their principal if there are any ex-
tenuating circumstances, such as a family
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Superintendent Brian Pepper says more than 90 per cent of Grade 4 and Grade 7 stu-
dents in School District No. 57 completed FSA tests last year.

emergency or lengthy illness, which would
prevent a student’s participation in the FSAs.
All instructions to principals are contained in
a 32-page assessment administration docu-
ment provided by the Education Ministry.

Pepper estimated more than 90 per cent of
Grade 4 and 7 students in SD 57 completed
the FSA tests last year.

“It's a province-wide slice of how our kids

are doing today and I think it’s gained some
worry and some political action because cer-
tain organizations use this information to rate
a school and that has created some concern,”
said Pepper. “We in the school district try to
be as by-the-book as we can be because that’s
the appropriate course to follow, so we typi-
cally have a high percentage of students who
write the test.”

“My tax dollars pay for that school
and pay those wages and pay for
her to be there, and they’re kicking
her out for something I don’t think
is justified,” he said. “I won’t accept
their hardline stance.”

Pearce and his wife do not want
their son to write the Grade 7 FSA
tests and have emailed Foothills
elementary school principal Kathy
Sawatsky to inform her they are in-

Liberal leadership
candidates head west

Charelle EVELYN Citizen staff
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Candidates vying for the top spot
in the federal Liberal party are turn-
ing their attention westward as the
race’s first debate looms.

On Jan. 20, the candidates will
converge in Vancouver for their
first face-off in the contest to re-
place Michael Ignatieff as leader of
Canada’s Liberal party.

Nine people are standing in con-
tention as of the Jan. 13 entry cut-
off: Ottawa lawyer David Bertschi;
former cabinet minister Martin
Cauchon; Toronto public servant
Deborah Coyne; Montreal MP and
former astronaut Marc Garneau,
former Toronto MP Martha Hall
Findlay; retired Canadian Forces
officer Karen McCrimmon; Van-

couver MP Joyce Murray; Toronto
lawyer George Takach and Mon-
treal MP Justin Trudeau.

On Tuesday, Garneau laid out
his economic strategy, saying that
more focus on engagement with
China and the Asia-Pacific region is
necessary since the country’s econ-
omy has shifted to western Canada.

“If Canada is to succeed in driv-
ing a new vision of engagement
with Asia, many pieces are required
and only when all the pieces work
together will we succeed,” he said,
during a speech in Vancouver.

Those pieces include creating
“clear, concrete and transparent”
foreign investment rules; invest-
ing in transportation infrastructure
to ensure reliable rail and ship-
ping routes to interested markets;
protecting the environment to fa-

tent on sending him to school with
reading material he can work on
during the testing process.

Parents receive only general in-
formation about their child’s per-
formance in the three categorized
FSA tests, which informs them if a
student is meeting expectations or
not. School-wide test results are
released every year and groups like
the Fraser Institute publicize the

cilitate development that’s in the
interest of both communities and
businesses; and partnering with
Aboriginal communities.

Ottawa-based candidate Bertschi
is also spending time making in-
roads in the province prior to the
debate. He was in Victoria Tuesday
and will make his way up north fol-
lowing the Jan. 20 event, stopping
in Prince George Jan. 22- 23 before
heading to Dawson Creek.

The Liberal train will contin-
ue through town with Trudeau
scheduled to make a stop in Prince
George on Jan. 23.

Since the race officially began in
mid November the only other can-
didate to visit the city was Alex Bur-
ton, who ended up dropping out
of contention three weeks after his
Nov. 22 stop.

Gravesite found after mother
led police to isolated area

— from page 1

On Tuesday, Prince George
RCMP Cst. John Graham testified
that in late October 2004 Williams
led them to an isolated area south-
west of Miworth where Cook al-
legedly buried Adam’s body a few
weeks after his death.

He described Williams as very
quiet, very soft spoken and very
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withdrawn and mentioned she
“seemed relieved” when the gen-
eral area was found.

Graham said a gravesite was
found at the scene and slightly
more than 21 metres away a fe-
mur bone was uncovered. As well,
pieces of a “somewhat blue” blan-
ket were found scattered about the
area.

Williams told the court Monday
that Cook had wrapped Adam in a
blue and white blanket before plac-
ing his body in the trunk of their
car, parked outside their mobile
home in the Glenview Drive area.

The judge-alone trial, which is
being held in B.C. Supreme Court
before Justice Glen Parrett, contin-
ues today.
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school-by-school rankings, which
Pearce says leads to unfair compari-
sons that do more harm than good.

“One thing is certain, no school
that has ever had poor FSA results
has ever received any extra resourc-
es to address those concerns, and
that makes no sense,” said Pearce.
“If you're doing these huge expen-
sive tests and compelling students
to partake and are not acting upon

the results, it really bring into ques-
tion the whole program.

“There is value in testing your
curriculum and finding out if what
youre doing matches up with
your goals to improve literacy and
numeracy, but you don’t have to
involve every Grade 4 and every
Grade 7 child to get plenty of data.
You could test a few thousand kids
and get reliable data.”
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