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VANCOUVER — A Federal Court judge has or-
dered Ottawa to reconsider whether it can do any-
thing more to convince a mining company to turn 
over material related to its plan to bring roughly 200 
Chinese miners to British Columbia.

The ruling is part of the proceedings around a legal 
challenge related to those temporary foreign worker 
permits, a case that remains bogged down in a fight 
over documents.

Two unions are challenging the government’s de-
cision to allow HD Mining to bring Chinese miners 
to its proposed Murray River project near Tumbler 
Ridge, rather than hiring Canadian workers.

Last month, a judge ordered Human Resources 
and Skills Development Canada to turn over any 
documents it had related to HD Mining’s applications 
for foreign worker permits, as well as any material 
within HD Mining’s possession that had not yet been 
handed over to the government.

Federal lawyers told court they had asked HD Min-
ing three times for those documents, including re-
sumes from Canadian workers that HD Mining said 
were not qualified for jobs at the proposed mine. The 
company refused.

Ottawa claimed it had no way to compel HD Min-
ing to produce documents that weren’t already in the 
government’s possession and asked that the produc-
tion order be changed to reflect that reality.

Judge Michael Manson ruled that the order still 
stands.

Manson didn’t outline just what the federal gov-
ernment should do to comply, instead leaving that 
with Human Resources Minister Diane Finley. He 
noted that the government’s previous requests to HD 
Mining were made without any consequences if the 
company refused.

“It is not my decision on case management to now 
determine if the minister has sufficiently exercised 
that control, but the judge hearing the applicants’ 
application for leave for judicial review may draw an 
adverse inference against the minister if the judge is 
not satisfied that the minister has complied,” Manson 
wrote in his decision, issued Tuesday.

“The minister, in her discretion, shall further con-
sider the scope and nature of her compliance with the 
production order.”

Manson said if the federal government decides it 
can do more to convince HD Mining to turn over the 
documents, it must take action by Jan. 21.

The unions are challenging Human Resources and 
Skills Development Canada’s decision to provide HD 
Mining with a positive labour market opinion, a doc-
ument that confirms that a company needs to use for-
eign workers because it can’t hire or train Canadians.

Judge wants 
Chinese 
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documents
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TRACK DOWN — Members of the Gitxsan First Nation blockade a CN railroad track in Kitwanga between Terrace and 
Smithers, on Wednesday. The Gitxsan were supporting a nationwide day of Idle No More protests as well as drawing 
attention to local issues such as the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline. CN and Via Rail stopped traffic on the line 
during the blockade.

The Associated Press

VANCOUVER — Controversy over the 
imminent departure of British Columbia’s 
auditor general has forced the provincial 
government to take steps to revamp the 
watchdog selection process, a practice 
that the premier admits is tainted by poli-
tics.

The government will introduce legisla-
tion amending the act used to appoint the 
independent watchdog in the wake of a 
committee’s decision against renewing 
John Doyle’s term, Premier Christy Clark 
announced on Wednesday.

“When you’re working inside a flawed 
process, you’re likely to get a flawed re-
sult,” Clark told reporters at her Vancou-
ver office.

“We need to fix it for the citizens of Brit-
ish Columbia so that they know that this 
office will always be above politics.”

Future auditors general will be appoint-
ed to single, eight-year terms if the chang-
es to be introduced in the spring session 
are passed, Clark said.

The premier said she has reflected on 
the current situation and reviewed best 
practices across Canada and within the 
federal government to make the decision. 
Her goal is to prevent the pattern of issues 

that arise when a term ends ahead of a 
provincial election, she explained.

“By doing this we give the auditor gener-
al appropriate time to pursue the matters 
he or she needs to look into appropriately 
and effectively, without worrying about 
whether or not they will be rehired,” she 
said, “and without perceptions that elec-
tion year concerns are playing a role.”

A Liberal-dominated committee decid-
ed earlier this month not to renew Doyle’s 
contract for another six years.

The move comes in the midst of allega-
tions from the Opposition NDP that the 
committee had shunned Doyle because 
his work routinely criticizes the Liberal 
government, which heads into an election 
in May.

Clark now suggests the members of the 
five-person committee consider extend-
ing Doyle’s expiring term by another two 
years, in order to complete the new eight-
year scheme.

The independent committee is not le-
gally bound to explain its decisions, but 
must make them unanimously.

“If I had my wish, Mr. Doyle would be 
offered the opportunity to stay on,” she 
said, while noting the decision clearly re-
mains in the committee’s hands.

Several of Doyle’s reports have taken 

aim at the government on spending is-
sues. He has also spearheaded a drive to 
uncover more information about a deci-
sion to pay $6 million in legal bills for two 
former government aides who pleaded 
guilty to corruption charges.

 NDP caucus chairman Shane Simpson 
said his party wants to see more details of 
Clark’s plans, calling the moves damage 
control.

“Clearly, they made a decision to not 
reappoint Mr. Doyle. It has blown up in 
their face, and across the province people 
have said it’s a horrible decision,” he said. 
“They’re now trying to fix it and this is the 
premier’s effort to fix this.”

Simpson acknowledged that NDP Lead-
er Adrian Dix said publicly earlier this 
month the party would praise Clark and 
the Liberals if they moved to reconsider 
the decision not to make the reappoint-
ment.

He added the NDP still isn’t convinced 
the all-party committee will agree to 
Doyle’s term extension.

Controversy also arose around the pro-
cess of appointing an auditor general in 
2007, when then-watchdog Arn Van Ier-
sel resigned. Van Iersel left office saying 
he believed it was important for the posi-
tion to be permanent.

Clark off ers to reform ‘tainted’ AG process
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VANCOUVER — Film crews are sitting 
idle and studio space is near-empty in Brit-
ish Columbia as higher tax rebates lure 
productions to competitors in Ontario and 
Quebec, says an industry insider who’s lob-
bying for change.

Peter Leitch, president of North Shore 
Studios, said more people have gone with-
out work in B.C.’s film and television indus-
try in the last six months even as Premier 
Christy Clark has touted job creation in the 
western province.

“It’s pretty devastating in terms of the 
number of people who are unemployed 
right now,” Leitch said Wednesday.

“Part of it is seasonal, but certainly part of 
it is that our tax credits are not at the level 
playing field that they used to be histori-
cally.”

An online petition has garnered thou-
sands of signatures to save the B.C. film 
industry, and that’s a sign of desperation 
from people without work, said Leitch, 
who is also chairman of the Motion Picture 
Production Association.

Even a temporary increase in tax credits 
would remedy the “devastating situation,” 
he said.

“In terms of studio space availability, I’ve 
never seen this much studio space avail-
able in Vancouver in my 25 years, and 

that’s a real barometer of employment,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Montreal and Toronto are 
continuing to build stages as business 
grows.

“This will be our worst quarter I can re-
member,” Leitch said of his 23-year-old 
studio in the province that earned the mon-
iker Hollywood North in its heyday during 
production of TV hits such as Stargate, 
X-Files and Smallville.

British Columbia offers the film industry 
a 33-per-cent tax rebate on labour costs, as 
compared to 25 per cent in credits on all 
costs involved in productions in Ontario 
and Quebec, Leitch said.

That represents only a 10 per cent sav-
ings in the end for made-in-B-C projects, 
he said.

“And they get bigger federal tax credits 
because of the all-spend [incentives],” he 
added.

Premier Christy Clark said the govern-
ment shells out $285 million in tax credits 
to the film industry and more money won’t 
be available as the province aims to bal-
ance its budget.

“I’ve been talking to leading members 
of the film industry and I understand the 
pressure, the race to the bottom we’ve seen 
in economies that are really struggling,” 
she said.

“But in British Columbia, we’re also go-

ing to balance our budget. We don’t have 
a bottomless pit of decisions to be able to 
make.”

Leitch said customers from California, 
for example, are more likely to do business 
in B.C. because of the similar time zone 
and proximity, but the bigger bang-for-
the buck in the eastern provinces is a huge 
draw.

The B.C. industry has invested more than 
$1 billion in infrastructure and benefited 
the province’s economy in spin-off business 
from production crews.

British Columbia’s return to the provin-
cial sales tax on April 1 will mean another 
blow because the seven per cent PST won’t 
be returned to the industry. As well, the 
high Canadian dollar is also causing pain, 
Leitch said.

Karen Thorn-Stone of the Ontario Media 
Development Corp., said the change to the 
so-called all-spend tax credits from labour-
only credits occurred in 2009 in that prov-
ince.

“In terms of production statistics, 2011 
was the best year we’ve had ever – almost 
$1.3 billion in production activity,” she 
said, adding 70 per cent of that comes from 
domestic projects. “I’m confident in saying 
that here in Ontario there is strong govern-
ment support, strong industry support, and 
we see a positive future ahead for all of our 
creative industries.”

B.C. film industry losing to Ontario, Quebec

The Canadian Press

VANCOUVER — Two British Columbia passengers 
who survived a bus crash that killed nine others on an 
Oregon highway have filed a lawsuit against the tour bus 
company and the driver. June Won Kim and his wife Hee 
Eun Kim said in their notice of civil claim that the bus was 
mechanically defective and the tires were inadequate for 
the road conditions on Dec. 30, when the vehicle crashed 
through a guardrail on Interstate 84 and tumbled down 
a snowy embankment near Pendleton, Ore.

Passengers take action against bus fi rm

T H U R S D A Y ,   J A N U A R Y  1 7 ,   2 0 1 3   |   W W W . P G C I T I Z E N . C A 7



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


