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Willing to to pay the Price for theatre
Prince George enters ‘big’ time with a professional troupe based here

around the wo 

A u n t  K a t i e ?
What do I send my eclectic jewellery 
collecting aunt in Scotland...

A C a n a d i a n  m a d e
CEDAR KEEPSAKE BOX
Unique, Exotic, Affordable

f
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the
iscovery 
store

1431 Third Avenue • 564-1439
Monday - Thursday 9:30 - 5:30 
Friday 9:30 ■ 8:00
Saturday 9:30 - 5:30
Sunday closed

Fax 561-7324 Still time to have your 
Christmas gifts designed

C
an ad a ’s new est 
professional theatre 
com pany is raising 
the curta in  in 
Prince George.

T heatre NorthW est has one 
show up and runn ing  and 
ano ther in rehearsa l fo r the 
spring . A nd th a t’s ju s t tne 
beginning.

‘‘There is a real concern in 
C anada that p rofessional arts 
are too centralized. T here’s a 
greater need for all the arts in 
C anada,” says Ted Price, the 
com pany’s founder and artistic 
director.

There may only be nine pro­
fessiona l theatres across 
C anada, but Mr. Price and his 
partner, Anne Laughlin, decided 
to set up in Prince George. The 
pair first visited Prince George 
as guest artists on contract with 
the Theatre W orkshop. Once in 
town, they began to feel a real 
m om entum  in the com m unity 
fo r p ro fessional thea tre , but 
very few opportunities for pro­
fessional actors. “Some people 
think that ju s t because it says 
p rofessional i t ’s like a business 
or entrepreneurial and i t ’s not at 
a ll,” explains Mr, Price.

As an actor and an artistic 
director, Mr. Price has experi­
enced theatre production from 
all aspects. He stresses that the­
atre is alw ays produced at a loss 
and that the title  of professional 
does not necessarily mean bet­
te r money. “I t’s ju st like the 
sym phony, which is a non-profit 
society, but they hire profes­
sional m usicians who have their 
training and have all the skills,” 
he em phasizes.

“Our m andate is to contract 
and engage people w ith profes­
sional training to provide and 
produce theatre for the region,” DARRELL 
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Times are a-changing at 
Darrell Hubbell Designer Goldsmith -
Now open Monday - Friday 9:30 ■ 5:30 

Saturday by appointment

First show: Jennifer Cundy-Ma plays the lead role in the Occupation of Heather Rose P hoto contributed

Price: M aking theatre more 
accessible Is the goal

Laughlln:All theatre  In 
Canada is non-profit
loss and then you have to do 
fund rais ing ,” exp lains Ms. 
Laughlin.

The end result, however, is a 
flou rish ing  art scene in the 
North.

Prince George is a fast grow ­
ing com m unity with people like 
Ted and A nne com ing here 
offering more and more to the 
community.

says Mr. Price. Theatre North- 
West is attracting actors from 
all over C anada bringing the 
best tha t there  is to P rince 
George.

Part o f N orthW est’s mandate 
is to make theatre m ore accessi­
ble to N ortherners. The T heatre 
is going to be presenting to a 
num ber o f  com m unities  
throughout the North.

The productions will also be 
presented to groups or organiza­
tions who are interested in the 
material.

The T heatre’s first produc­
tion, The O ccupation o f H eather 
Rose, is being perform ed in 
Prince George and surrounding 
com m unities throughout O cto­
ber and N ovem ber. The next 
productions are in Quesnel on 
N ovem ber 4 and H ixon on 
Novem ber 2.

The O ccupation o f H eather

Rose is the story o f a young 
nurse who begins her career by 
w orking on a rem ote N ative 
community. She soon realizes 
that her naive expectations lead 
to endless m isadventures, both 
funny and sad.

“ A fter the show  people 
always want to talk to us about 
the play,” says M s. Laughlin.

Mr. Price adds the topic o f 
H eather Rose is very relevant in 
the North. “People at the end o f 
the show want to hang around 
and talk to us and relate their 
experience.

“It could be anything from 
peop le  who w orked in the 
health field in the North, bush 
pilot, teachers or even just pure 
travellers,” he says.

Amadeus, the aw ard-w inning

play about M ozart, will be fea­
turing February 9 to 19. The 
play is a co-production w ith the 
Prince G eorge Theatre W ork­
shop.

The final play NorthW est is 
featuring this season is Shirley 
Valentine.

The play evolves around a 
m idd le-aged  w om an w ho is 
unhappy in her m arriage and 
decides to take control by going 
to Greece to find herself. The 
show w ill be presented from 
April 4 to 23.

The p a ir  guid ing  T heatre  
N orthW est consis ten tly  point 
out that “all theatres in Canada 
are non-profit, except for the 
m ega p roductions like M iss 
Saigon.

“A lw ays produce theatre as a


