
THE FREE PRESS NEWS DECEMBER 1, 1994 A7

No Civic Centre access
S t i c k e r s  c o m e  o f f  d o o r s  w h i l e  c i t y  lo o k s  f o r  s o l u t i o n s

B y  D A V I D  H E Y M A N

P r in c e  G e o rg e  F re e  P re ss

A f t e r  m o n th s  o f  c o m p la in ts ,  

th e  C i t y  o f  P r in c e  G e o rg e  has  

a g re e d  to  ta k e  th e  ‘ d is a b le d  

a c c e s s ’ s tic k e rs  o f f  s o m e  o f  th e  

w a s h ro o m  d o o rs  in  th e  C iv ic  C e n 

tre , b u t  a p e rm a n e n t s o lu t io n  m a y  

s t i l l  b e  m o n th s  a w a y .

T h e  s ta lls  in  th e  w a s h ro o m s  a re  

s im p ly  to o  s m a ll f o r  s o m e  p e o 

p le ’s w h e e lc h a ir s  a n d  c ity  s ta f f  

s ay  th e y ’ re  w o r k in g  o n  th e  p r o b 

le m . T h e  s m a ll s ta lls  w e r e  n o t ic e d  

im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  th e  C iv ic  C e n tre  

w a s  u n v e ile d  e a r l ie r  th is  y e a r  b u t  

so  f a r  n o th in g  has  b e e n  d o n e  to  f i x  

th e m .

T h e  issue has b e e n  c h a m p io n e d  

b y  V iv ia n  C a n d y , w h o  t r ie d  to  g e t  

in to  o n e  o f  th e  s ta lls  o n ly  to  f in d  

h e r  w h e e lc h a i r  d i d n ’ t f i t .  M s .  

C a n d y  says s h e ’s b e e n  w a it in g  fo r  

m o n th s  fo r  th e  C it y  to  d o  s o m e 

th in g  a b o u t th e  d e s ig n  f la w .  “ W e l l ,  

I d o n ’ t k n o w  i f  it w a s  th e  a rc h ite c t  

o r  th e  s tru c tu ra l p e o p le ,  it c o u ld  b e

e ith e r , b u t th e  d e s ig n  w a s  in c o r 

re c t. T h e  w a s h ro o m  o n  th e  s e c o n d  

f lo o r  a n d  th e  w a s h ro o m  in  th e  

c h a n g e ro o m  o n  th e  f ir s t  f lo o r . . .a re  

n o t w h e e lc h a ir  a c c e s s ib le . I ’v e  

b e e n  a s k in g  th e  C i t y  to  ta k e  o f f  the  

e m b le m s  o n  th e  d o o rs  b e c a u s e  

t h e y ’ re  n o t a c c e s s ib le . O n e  w a y  o r  

a n o th e r, w e  c a n ’ t g o  o n  p u tt in g  u p  

w it h  th is  k in d  o f  th in g .”

B u t M s .  C a n d y  says  ta k in g  th e  

s tic k e rs  o f f  th e  d o o r  is n ’ t e n o u g h .  

S h e  w a n ts  th e  w a s h ro o m s  f ix e d  

s o o n . “ W e  h a v e  p u t p re s s u re  o n  

th e m  f r o m  th e  S N A C  (S p e c ia l  

N e e d s  A d v is o r y  C o m m it t e e )  th a t  

w e  w a n t  a  t im e  l im i t ,  th a t th is  

r e a lly  h a s  to  b e  lo o k e d  in to . I f  th e y  

d o n ’ t d o  it ,  th e n  w e  w i l l  s ta rt 

a g a in . I  m e a n , I ’ m  n o t le a v in g  it 

l ik e  th is .”

L e is u re  S e rv ic e s  d ire c to r  T o m  

M a d d e n  s a y s  th e  C it y  is  m o v in g  

o n  th e  is s u e  a n d  m a y  h a v e  a s o lu 

t io n  b y  th e  N e w  Y e a r. “ I  d o n ’ t 

k n o w  w h e th e r  e v e r y th in g  w i l l  b e  

re s o lv e d  b y  th e n  to  e v e r y o n e ’s s a t

is fa c t io n  b u t w e ’ re  c e r ta in ly  g o in g

to  try  to  d o  th a t. 1 d o n ’ t k n o w  i f  it 

w i l l  b e  b y  y e a r ’s e n d . S o m e  o f  th e  

th in g s  t h e y 'd  l ik e  to  see w e  m a y  

h a v e  to . . .b u d g e t  fo r  in  s u b s e q u e n t  

y e a rs  to  get th e m  d o n e .”

M s .  C a n d y  s a y s  th e  w a s h 

r o o m s  d o n ’ t c o n f o r m  to  th e  

b u i ld in g  c o d e , b u t M r ,  M a d d e n  

s a y s  t h a t ’s n o t t r u e .  “ I t  is  b u i l t  to  

c o d e . I t ’s ju s t . . . t h e y  w o u ld  l ik e  

to  s e e  th e  c o d e  e x p a n d e d ,  a n d  

t h a t ’ s w h a t  w e ’ re  l o o k in g  a t.  

T h e r e ’s a c o u p le  a re a s  w h e r e  i t ’s 

ju s t  o n  th e  c o d e  a n d  a s l ig h t  

a d ju s tm e n t  to  it  m a y  a l lo w  i t  to  

m e e t  th e  th in g s  th e  S N A C  c o m 

m it t e e  h a s  p o in te d  o u t .”

M r .  M a d d e n  a ls o  s a y s  n o t a l l  

th e  w a s h ro o m s  in  th e  C iv ic  C e n tre  

a re  th e  s a m e  w a y . “ W e  h a v e  s o m e  

in d iv id u a l  u n its  th a t a re  d o w n 

s ta irs  a n d  t h e y ’ re  f in e . T h e y ’ re  

e x c e l le n t  e x a m p le s  o f  access  fo r  

a l l ,  b u t th e  o n e s  u p s ta irs  a re  a  l i t 

t le  t ig h t  a n d  th e  o n e s  in  o u r  d re s s 

in g  ro o m  are a s  a re  a  l i t t le  t ig h t  as  

w e l l . ”

N o t  a l l  p e o p le  in  w h e e lc h a ir s

P o l ic e  s a y  t h e y ’ v e  t r a c k e d  d o w n  th e  s u s p e c ts  in  

th e  b e a t in g  a n d  r o b b e r y  o f  a 2 6 - y e a r - o ld  m a le  

w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  t w o  w e e k s  a g o .

R C M P  h a v e  a r r e s t e d  t h r e e  m e n  a n d  o n e  

w o m a n ,  a l l  o f  P r in c e  G e o r g e ,  o n  r o b b e r y  c h a rg e s  

a n d  t h e y  s a y  m o r e  c h a rg e s  a re  p e n d in g  a g a in s t  th e  

m e n .

O n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  th e  2 6 - y e a r - o ld  v ic t im  w a s  

h e ld  a g a in s t  h is  w i l l  f o r  fo u r  h o u rs  a t a re s id e n c e  

o n  E w e r t  S t r e e t .
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A r t  S h o w  &  S a l e

Save 2 5 * to 5 0 * Storewide
ON FRAMED/ UNFRAMED LIM ITED EDITION PRINTS

Sale on now ju st in time for Christmas!

2 0  O f f  F u r n i t u r e  &  C l o t h i n g

FRAMED/ UNFRAMED LIMITED EDITION PRINTS INCLUDING ITEMS BY ...

II
Why l° ofl
elsewhere

for great buys-

Robert Bateman 
Bev Doolittle 
Jim Daly

Carl Brenders 
Randy Fehr 
Carol Evans 

. AND MANY MORE!

Daniel Smith 
Dean Morrissey 
Steve Hanks

tEhe ^ a n o r  J to u s e  (Sailer^
8384 Toombs Drive (ofTN. Nechako Road), Prince George, B.C. • 562-9255

w i l l  h a v e  th e  s a m e  p r o b le m  as  

M s .  C a n d y  h a d  e i th e r .  M r .  M a d 

d e n  s a y s  it  m a t te r s  h o w  b ig  th e  

w h e e lc h a i r  is . “ T h e r e  a re  d i f f e r 

e n t  s iz e s  o f  w h e e lc h a ir s .  T h e  

o n e  w a s h r o o m  t h a t ’s u n d e r  c o n 

s id e r a t io n ,  i t  w o u ld  w o r k  f in e  

f o r  s o m e  w h e e lc h a i r s  b u t  n o t  f o r  

a l l . ”

SALUTARIS
C O U N S E L L I N G

In d iv id u a ls  • C o u p le s  • D e p re ssio n  

• S u p p o rt iv e  G ro u p s  
• P u llin g  O u t o f  R u ts T ech n iq u es

D a y  • E v e n in g  
• W eeken d  A p p o in tm e n ts

M A D E L IN E  B R U C E
16 Y ears C o u n se llin g

562-7599

F o u r  f a c i n g  c h a r g e s  i n  k i d n a p p i n g

D u r in g  th e  o r d e a l ,  h e  w a s  b e a te n ,  h a d  a h ig h -  

p o w e r e d  r i f l e  p o in t e d  a t h im ,  a n d  th e n  w a s  r o b b e d  

o f  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  c a s h .

K y l e  B a r a n iu k ,  2 9 ,  G o r d o n  C a r p e n t e r ,  2 3 ,  

A d r ia n  B r ig g s  a n d  S a m a n th a  B e lc o u r t  a p p e a r e d  in  

c o u r t  N o v e m b e r  2 4  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a v a r ie t y  o f  

c r im e s  in c lu d in g  r o b b e r y ,  u n la w f u l  c o n f in e m e n t ,  

a t t e m p t in g  to  in s t r u c t  ju s t ic e ,  p o in t in g  a f i r e a r m ,  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  a w e a p o n ,  a s s a u lt  c a u s in g  b o d i ly  

h a r m  a n d  u t te r in g  th r e a ts .

C h r i s t m a s  A t H o n d a

• : * >• I  .■ ■■*** - J J  >

P543X 1993 Ford 1 Ton ‘A 
• Duplex On Wheels” 4x4 Lariat 

- fully loaded 
No Money Down, No 

Payments 'till Spring.
Call collect for credit approval

RiHONDA NORTH
105 Brunswick Street DL 8330 562-9391

“Your Imagination Deserves Clare's”
' R o g e r s ’ C h o c o la t e s  

1 T r a v e l  B a g s  

’ L in g e r ie

1 B a s k e ts  &  O r n a m e n t s  

' C a n d le s  &  C a n d l e  S t ic k s  

F lo o r  R u g s

P ic tu r e  F r a m e s  

T a b le  L in e n s  

B e d  L in e n s  

D u v e t s

D e c o r a t o r  B e d s  

F u to n s

T re a s u r e s  a r e  n e v e r  f o u n d  o u t  in  th e  o p e n  -  th e y  

a r e  h id d e n  in  s p e c ia l  p la c e s . W h a t e v e r  y o u  

d is c o v e r  a t  C l a r e ’s i t  w i l l  s e r v e  y o u  w e l l . . .  a  g i f t  f o r  

y o u r  f r i e n d  o r  a  t r e a s u r e  f o r  y o u r  h o m e

J u s t  A r r i v e d

H y p o - A l l e r g e n i c  

D o w n  Q u i l t s

M a n y  o t h e r  

i n - s t o r e  S p e c i a l s

S p e c i a l !

A l l  B l u e  G l a s s w a r e

20% off

S C  5 6 2 - 5 5 5 6

CHRISTMAS HOURS:

1233 - 4th Avenue, Prince George, BC

M o n d a y  - F r id a y : 9 :3 0  - 8 :0 0  
Sat: 9 :3 0  - 5 :3 0  S u n : 12 :0 0  - 4 :0 0


