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B y  D A V I D  H E Y M A N

P r in c e  G e o rg e  F re e  P ress

F e d e ra l J u s tice  M in is te r  A la n  

R o c k  is ex p e c te d  to  u n v e il h is  g u n  

c o n tro l le g is la tio n  an y  d a y  n o w  and  

lo c a l P rin c e  G e o rg e  g u n  a d vo cates  

are  b a n d in g  to g e th e r to  fe n d  o f f  w h a t  

th e y  fo resee as a m a jo r  assault on  

th e ir  fre e d o m s . M r .  R o c k  is exp e c te d  

to  m a n d a te  s o m e  k in d  o f  g u n  re g is ­

tra tio n , and  becau se  the L ib e ra ls  

h a v e  a m a jo r ity  o f  the  seats in  the  

H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s , the le g is la tio n  

s h o u ld  then pass in to  law .

T h a t  scares p e o p le  lik e  S h e ld o n  

C la r e , f ie ld  o f f ic e r  fo r  C a n a d a ’s 

N a tio n a l F ire a rm s  A s s o c ia tio n  and  

o n e  o f  P rince G e o rg e ’s fo re m o s t g u n  

advocates . H e  says th e  a n ti-g u n  c o n ­

tro l ad vo c a te s  a ll across C a n a d a  

h a v e  ju s t beg u n . “W e ’re in  an  o rg a ­

n iz a tio n a l phase. W i ld l i f e  fe d e ra ­

tio n s, fire a rm s  associations, s h o o t­

in g  c lubs, f ire a rm s  a llian ces , d if fe r ­

en t associations lik e  that are o rg a n iz ­

in g  to  c o m m u n ic a te  m o re  e f fe c ­

t iv e ly . E v e ry th in g  th a t’s h a p p e n e d  in  

re a c tio n  to  M r .  C h re t ie n ’s g u n  c o n ­

tro l s tu ff, so fa r, has b e e n  grass­

roots. It  h a s n ’t b een  a n y ...p la n n in g  

a n d  d ire c tin g ; i t ’s ju s t been  p e o p le  

w h o  are c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t th is , r is in g  

u p  and  try in g  to  d o  s o m e th in g  ab o u t 

it .”

M r . C la re  says he w a s  at an  a n ti­

g u n  c o n tro l m e e t in g  in  L a n g le y  

re c e n tly  an d  he says it c o u ld  b e  the  

start o f  s o m e th in g  b ig . “T h e re  w e re  

a  lo t o f  o rg a n iz a tio n s  across the  

c o u n try  that h a d n ’t ta lk e d  to  each  

o th e r, that h ave  c o m p e tin g  in terests, 

and  th ey  w e re  s ittin g  at the  sam e  

ta b le . F o r  e x a m p le , th e  F irs t  

N a tio n s , w e  had  a re p resen ta tive  

fro m  trea ty  s ix  in  n o rth ern  A lb e r ta  

w h o  w a s  at th is  tab le . T h e  g o v e rn ­

m e n t p o s itio n  o r  o p in io n  has been  

th a t N a t iv e  g ro u p s  a re  

d iv id e d .. .a w a y  fro m  the f ire a rm s  

o w n e rs  a lre a d y  so w e  d o n ’ t h a v e  to  

w o rry  about th e m  g e ttin g  to g e th e r.”

M r . C la re  says he and  his fe l lo w  

g u n  o w n e rs  a re  w a it in g  to  see w h a t  

the d e ta ils  o f  M r .  R o c k ’s le g is la tio n  

are . M r . C la re  fig u re s  M r .  R o c k  w i l l  

an n o u n ce  th e  g u n  c o n tro l le g is la tio n  

in  the H o u s e  c lo se  to D e c e m b e r  6 , 

the a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  the d a y  M a r c  

L e p in e  k i l le d  s evera l fe m a le  e n g i­

n e e rin g  students at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  

M o n tre a l. H e  a lso  fig u re s  he k n o w s  

w h a t the le g is la tio n  w i l l  say. “ I

exp e c t h e ’ ll re q u ire  re g is tra tio n , to  

g iv e  p e o p le  f iv e  years to  d o  it. It  w i l l  

p ro b a b ly  b e  free  fo r  f iv e  years , and  

then  a fte r  th a t th e re ’ l l  b e  a fe e , so  

th e y ’ ll  b e  som e sort o f  in c e n tiv e  fo r  

p e o p le  to reg is te r w h ile  i t ’s free . I 

th in k  th a t w i l l  b e  p o lit ic a l s u ic id e  fo r  

the L ib e ra l P a rty  in  the n e x t fe d e ra l 

e le c tio n .”

M r .  C la r e  says th e  g u n  re g is tra ­

t io n  w i l l  ju s t  m a k e  g u n  p r o h ib it io n  

m u c h  e a s ie r , m a k in g  th e  w e a p o n s  

e a s ie r  to  f in d  w h e n  th e  t im e  c o m e s  

to  c o n f is c a te  th e m . F u r th e r m o r e ,  

h e s a y s  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a lre a d y  

set a  p re c e d e n t f o r  i t  t w o  y e a rs  

a g o . “ In  1 9 9 2 , th e y  to o k  a w a y  

s e v e ra l ty p e s  o f  f i r e a r m s  a f te r  

h a v in g  th e m  re g is te re d  in  th e  1 9 7 9  

le g is la t io n . T h e y  s a id  th a t th is  is 

n o  lo n g e r  an  a c c e p ta b le  ty p e  o f  

f i r e a r m  a n d  i t ’s n o w  p ro h ib ite d ,  

th a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .”  T h e  

w e a p o n s  b a n n e d  in c lu d e  a b o u t 3 0  

v a r ie t ie s  o f  s h o tg u n s , p is to ls  a n d  

r if le s .

M r .  C la re  says a n y b o d y  w h o  

o w n s  p ro p e rty  sh o u ld  h a v e  a  p ro b ­

le m  w ith  g u n  co n tro l le g is la tio n . “ 1 

m ean  i f  som eo n e  c a m e  u p  to  y o u  

and  sa id  w e ll ,  cars that g o  fas te r than  

9 0  k ilo m e tre s  an h o u r a re  n o  lo n g e r  

le g it im a te  p ro p e r ty  in  C a n a d a  

because y o u ’re no t a llo w e d  to  go  

faster th an  9 0  k ilo m e tre s  a h o u r on  

the ro a d ... It  sounds tr ite  to  say that 

h u t th a t’s e x a c tly  w h a t h ap p e n e d .”

F u r th e rm o re , M r .  C la r e  says  

th e re ’s en o u g h  restric tions o n  g un  

o w n e rs h ip  a lread y . “ I ’ve  fo u n d  that 

w h e n  I e n c o u n te r a  person w h o  fee ls  

th a t th ere  s h o u ld  b e  m o re  res tric ­

tio n s, w ith  m o re  g un  c o n tro l...I say  

‘ d o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t the p a rtic u la r  

re g u la tio n s  th a t are in  e ffe c t r ig h t  

n o w , w h a t  la w s  are in  e ffe c t r ig h t 

n o w ? ’ and  I h ave  fo u n d  that they  

d o n ’t. T h e y  a re n ’t a w a re  that the  

c le a r in g  tim e , the process an d  f in a n ­

c ia l obstacles that are in p la c e  to  b u y  

a f ire a rm  are ra th er s tringent. A n d  I 

th in k  p eo p le  need  to  be a w a re  that 

g u n  co n tro l o n ly  does o n e  th in g  -  it 

d en ies  leg a l access to p e o p le  w h o  

s h o u ld n ’t h a v e  guns. T h a t ’s th e  o n ly  

th in g  an y  gun  c o n tro l system  can do. 

O u rs  a lre a d y  does th a t.”

M r . C la re  says g un  c r im e  is not a 

b ig  p ro b le m  in  C a n a d a . " W e 'r e  at a 

s itu a tio n  in C a n a d a  w h e re  w e  d o n ’t 

re a lly  h ave a  lo t o f  gun c r im e . T h e re  

re a lly  is n ’ t a lo t o f  c r im e  in v o lv in g  

f ire a rm s . T h a t  ty p e  o f  c r im e  is

“We’re at a 
situation in 

Canada where 
we don’t 

really have a 
lot of gun 

crime, ”

e x tre m e ly  ra re .”

A  fe w  w e e k s  ago , 1 6 -y e a r-o ld  

D e re k  M c L e l la n d  w a s  shot dead  in  a 

P rin c e  G e o rg e  h o m e . P o lic e  h ave  

la id  a  ch arg e  o f  seco n d  deg ree  m u r ­

d e r ag a in s t a 1 5 -y e a r -o ld  g ir l,  b u t so

fa r  h ave h ad  d if f ic u lty  in  id e n t ify in g  

the o w n e r  o f  th e  gu n . R e g is tra tio n  o f  

the g u n  w o u ld  lik e ly  le a d  to  the  

o w n er. H o w e v e r , M r .  C la re  says the  

sam e th in g  c o u ld  h ap p en  a g a in  w ith  

o r w ith o u t M r .  R o c k ’s g u n  c o n tro l. 

“ ( I t  w a s ) v e ry  u n fo rtu n a te  b u t a v e ry  

rare type o f  h a p p e n in g , fo rtu n a te ly .  

C o u ld  that h ave  been  p re v e n te d  w ith  

m o re  g u n  co n tro l?  I  d o n ’t th in k  so. 

A s  near as I  can  te ll,  e v e ry th in g  that 

hap p en ed  th e re  w a s  i l le g a l. I t  w a s  

ille g a l fo r  a 1 5 -y e a r -o ld  to  b e  in  pos­

session o f  a r if le , b r in g  it to  a house. 

It  w as ille g a l fo r  h e r to  pass it 

aro u n d , it w a s  ille g a l fo r  th e  o th er 

peo p le  to pass it  a ro u n d  a m o n g st  

th em selves. I t  w a s  il le g a l fo r  that 

f ire a rm  to  be le ft  u n s e c u re d ...E v e ry ­

th in g  ab o u t it w a s  against th e  la w .”  

T h e  g u n  c o n tro l le g is la tio n  w i l l  

p ro b a b ly  pass, b u t M r .  C la re  is h o p ­

in g  it w i l l  b e  so c o n tro v e rs ia l th a t the  

L ib e ra ls  w i l l  be tu rfe d  o u t in  th e  n ext 

e lec tio n . “ I  d o  h a v e  s o m e o p tim is m  

that it w i l l  b e  re p e a le d  because 1 

th in k  th e y  d ra s t ic a lly  u n d e re s t i­

m ated  the resistance to th is  in the 

C a n a d ia n  c o m m u n ity .”

M r . C la re  also fears  m u c h  m o re  

serious co nsequences fo r  C a n a d a  in  

the short te rm . H e  th in k s  th e  p eo p le  

m a y  rise up  v io le n t ly  a g a in s t the 

g o v e rn m e n t i f  the b il l  passes in to  

law , th o u g h  he refuses to  b e  sp e c ific . 

“ I t ’s v e ry  scary. I ’m  n o t re a lly  sure  

that I can  a rtic u la te  w h a t I ’m  a fra id  

o f ...W h a t  is the reaso n in g  b e h in d  

this? B ecau se  the g o v e rn m e n t’s o w n  

statistics s h o w  that the g u n  co n tro l 

stuft that th ey  w a n t does not w o rk  in 

the w a y  th ey  c la im  it w i l l .  F ire a rm s  

o w n ers  h ave tra d it io n a lly  been  y o u r  

m ost la w -a b id in g  c it iz e n s . W h e n  

th is k in d  o f  th in g  happens, th ere  are  

g o in g  to  b e  m a n y  f ire a rm s  o w n e rs  

w h o  w i l l  b e  le s s -in c lin e d  to  g o  a lo n g  

w ith  these ru les. T h e re  w i l l  b e  a lo t 

m o re  n o n -c o m p lia n c e , a lo t m o re  

distrust o f  p o lic e , d is trust o t  a u th o r­

ity , d is trust o f  g o v e rn m e n t. I d o n ’t 

th in k  th a t’s a  h ea lth y  s itu a tio n ."

S o ,  y o u  w a n t  t o  g e t  a  g u n ?
H e re  are the re s tric tio n s  o n  a c q u ir in g  a  g u n  in  

C a n a d a .

G e t t in g  a n  F A C :  Y o u  need  to  ta k e  e ith e r a 12 -h o u r  

tra in in g  course, o r  y o u  need  to  ta k e  tw o  e x a m s  fo r  

w h ic h  the passing  m a rk s  are 8 0  p e r  cent. O n e  o f  the  

e x a m s  req u ires  y o u  to  s h o w  h o w  to  han d le  a f ire a rm  

safe ly . I f  y o u  pass th e  course o r  the  e x a m s , the R C M P  

w il l  run  a c r im in a l re c o rd  ch e c k  o n  yo u . I f  y o u  h ave  a 

rec o rd  that the R C M P  th in k  m a k e s  y o u  a risk  to  o w n  a 

f ire a rm , y o u ’ ll be d e n ie d . I f  y o u  are d e n ie d , y o u  can  

appeal y o u r case to  a p ro v in c ia l c o u rt ju d g e . H o w e v e r , 

i f  e v e ry th in g  ch ecks  o u t, i t ’ ll ta k e  a m in im u m  o f  2 8  

d ays  b e fo re  yo u  g e t y o u r  F A C . It  costs $ 5 0  fo r  a n e w  

o n e , o r  $ 2 5  fo r  a re n e w a l, w h ic h  is necessary  e v e ry  f iv e  

years.

H u n t in g :  I f  y o u  w a n t  to  g o  h u n tin g , y o u  need  to  

take  an e ig h t to  12 h o u r course, o r  g et a m in im u m  o f  7 0  

p e r cent on  an e x a m  g iv e n  b y  the  M in is try  o f  E n v iro n ­

m en t.

F i r e a r m s  p e r m it :  I f  y o u  d o n ’ t w a n t to  g o  h u n tin g  

bu t y o u  do  w a n t to  shoot a g u n  at a ran g e , o r  y o u  need  

o n e  fo r  sa fe ty  o u t in  the bush , y o u  need  to  g o  to  the

R C M P  an d  get a f ire a rm s  p e rm it. T h e r e ’s a m in im a l fee  

and y o u  can  g et it o v e r  the counter.

G e t t in g  a  re s t r ic te d  w e a p o n :  R es tric te d  w ea p o n s  

are th in g s  lik e  hand g u n s  an d  g a s -o p e ra te d  s e m i-a u to ­

m a tic  rifle s . T o  get a res tric ted  w e a p o n  yo u  firs t need  to  

be a m e m b e r  o f  a g u n  c lu b . Y o u  th en  h a v e  to  g o  to  the  

R C M P  and  ask fo r  the p e rm it w h ile  b r in g in g  w ith  y o u  

the necessary p a p e rw o rk . T h e  R C M P  w i l l  then  run a 

c r im in a l reco rd  c h e c k  o n  y o u  and  i f  y o u  h ave  an y  h is ­

to ry  o f  socia l irre s p o n s ib ility , yo u  w i l l  be d e n ie d  (th a t  

inc lu d es  tw o  im p a ire d  d r iv in g  c o n v ic tio n s ).

I f  y o u  pass a ll the re q u ire m e n ts  u p  to  th is p o in t, yo u  

still h ave  to  get a c o n v e y a n c e  p e rm it. T h e  c o n v e y a n c e  

p e rm it a llo w s  yo u  to  tran sp o rt y o u r w e a p o n  fro m  y o u r  

h o m e to  y o u r range, an d  fro m  y o u r ran g e  to  yo u r h o m e. 

Y o u  c a n ’t take  it a n y w h e re  else an d  yo u  c a n ’t use it fo r  

h u n tin g .

F u rth e rm o re , th e  ran g e  y o u  ta k e  the  w e a p o n  to  m ust 

he ip p ro v e d  b y  the au th o ritie s . T h e  c o n v e y a n c e  p e rm it  

w il l  take  b e t" .e e n  fo u r to  s ix  w e e k s  to  a rr iv e  and  in  that 

t im e  the g u n  yo u  b o u g h t m ust re m a in  at the store w h e re  

y o u  b o u g h t it.

Off Target
Gun control aimed in 
the wrong direction, 
argue advocates of 

responsible ownership


