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The Shabby Little House

The shabby little house down the block
Seemed deserted, always locked
I passed it by many times
Lawn uncut, weeds were high
|The porch was rotten, fénce long forgotten

Curtains drawn blocked out the light
Sun bleached boards, no paint in sight

Red brick fireplace, bricks
j Kept the shabby house, warm at night

Walkingiome one starlit night
I was amazed, a sign o '
For in the window, a (*;m(ﬁ,e‘
I stopped and stared,
Asif taway
’I‘hmk what you may, think what you might
There's life in here
Behind the candle light
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explaining the inspiration

“Being a mailman,

seen many shabby

houses,” says
of his prize poem. "l wrote
“The Shabby Little House’
back 1990. I
inspired by the places I'd

about was
put mail where I never saw
anybody living. They were
dumpy little shacks in Fort

Blues night/Rockin’ in ’96

Jamie Strobl of the Catfish Blies was rockin’ on New
Year's Eve. The band brought in 1996 at the Simon
Fraser Inn. 1000 1 P

St. John, although they're
well,
would swear nobody

here as and you

was

there but the mail would
be gone the next day.”
These observations are

bulk of
matter. He

the Jack's subject
writes what he
thinks
other people may have seen
but

noticed. He hand writes his

sees, and what he

100, perhaps hadn’t

poems, sometimes even on
napkins, and keeps every
thought he scribbles down
The University of the Full
Life is where he earned his
degree.

“I'm not an
man at all,”
streak of pride but a tinge of

educated
he says with a

regret in his voice.

“I've been writing like
this for about 25 years. 1
don’t use flowery words:; |
don’t understand that kind
of thing. I write simple
poems for simple people. 1
checked into a hotel one
and the desk clerk
gave me a calendar. In
return I reached into my
pocket and pulled out a
‘The
said

time

wallet-sized copy of
Shabby Little House’

‘Here, this is a poem I've
written that maybe you'd
like to read.’

“When I came down the
next day the clerk had to tell

me how much the staff
loved it, and how it
reminded them of the

shabby houses they'd seen
in their lives. Making peo-
ple react that way is the suc-
cess I'm looking for.”
Compounding that suc-
cess, however, is the news
that he is being added to
the Sparkles In The Sand
The National
Library of Poetry puts out

volume.
regular publications to
promote up-and-coming
poets,
cash prizes as well.

In Jack’s case, he was cho-
sen as a winner of the Editor’s
Choice Award, and was also
informed that he will have
two more poems published in
upcoming NLP tomes.

He

that he can deliver letters on

and also provides

has clearly proven

the street, and on the page as
well
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April Rain Floral Desy

B's Flower Basket

Body Beautitul Shin & Body Ca
Bordertown Live Music
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Clare s Bedroom Bouts v
Classic Choices by Carolyn
Deja Va Hair Styles by Brenda
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Flowers by Sasha
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Sunday, February 4th
:00 p.m.

Civic Centre Complex
855 Dominion Street, Prince George
Exciting Bridal Fair to be held!
- featuring many fashions & fabulous prizes —
Grand Prize: 1 Week in Exotic Honolulu, Hawaii

(Airfare and accommodation from Vancouver)

Tickets: $10.00 each

d from mo

Kandy's Custom Cak
Labours of 1
Ladies Only |
La Mode M

A, Tent K

vre Tub & S
1 n's Fashior
Magic Mon I
Memonies By M.
Memory Lane Fashion
Merle Normar
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Power Barn, Furniture & | l
in Product

Paufa's Preties
PG Classic Touch Catenin
Pottery Galore & Mo
Princess House Collection
Ramanda Hotel Downtown PG
Re/Max Centre City Real Estate
Royal Rose Limousine

Getting Married? 20
Sweetheart 4} e w,

from Uniglobe Sunburst Travel Ltd. & Traditonal Wedding Centre
Prizes:
$1000 Flower Package incl. rentals trom Genesis Flogst
$1000  Wedding Gown trom Christing's Brdal Boutique
$700 One Year Membership trom Ladies Oudy Fitness
$600 Diamond Ring trom Gordon's Fing Jewellery
$500 Freeze-dned Flower Package incl. rentals rom Apnil Rain Flagal Design
$500 Bridal Gown & Bridesmaid Rentals om Traditional Wedding Centre
$500 Flower Package and Rental from Flowers by Sasha
$250 Hot Tub Rental from Leisure Tub & Spa
$200 Photo Folio incl. sittin, from Memories by Moira
$200 Rental Packa trom Flowerland Silk Shop
and many more prizes from gach exhibitor
complimentary hors d oeuvres... and a Bridal Magazine tor the first 300 bndes

For more information, phone: 964-7538
stol the fojowing exhibitors

Scron Financial Planner
mhite of Canada

S Party Rental

I'he Bay Cosmetic

The Bay Gitt Registry
The Bay Fragrance

The Chocolate Mouss

The Great Shape Company
Ihe Pertect Touch

The Pethicoar Box

Tip Top Bar Services

Touch Vision Photography
Tradinonal Wedding Centre

Van Horlick's Trophy & Gift House

Wendt & Phillips

Western Dry Cleaners

Whisper

Sunburst Travel Ltd.

8ch & Ahbau
Prince George
(Beside Spruceland
McDonalds)

Start out your
New Year
with Jeffrey’s
« Chicken Breasts
* Cabbage Rolls

* Shepards Pie

« Stir Fry Kits

* Dry Garlic Ribs
* Egg Rolls

* Desserts

And Much
Much More!

Boneless & Skinless
Chicken Breast
3 1b. box

888

Ginger Beef
750 g Beef,
500 mL Sauce

~Jeffrey’s

$988

Red Snapper Filets
1 kg box

“Jeffrey’s
i ¥ )

CJeffrey’s)
$ 8 98

3 Cheese Lasagna
S5 1b tray

Fully Cooked
Pot Roast

¢

€ca.
Stuffed Baked Potatoes

« Gourmet * Sour Cream

l  Broceoli & Cheddar l

Prices In Effect
uUntil Jan 20/96

Free Delivery
On Orders
Over $100.

Store Hours
Mon-Wed 9-6 Thurs 9-7
Fri 99 Sat 96 Sunday 11-5

Phone 563-3444
F R XE




